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For Jason.
You ripped open that “It’s It”

and that was it for me. 
Grah.

PAMELA RIBON

For Ron. 
Thanks for bearing with me.

CAT FARRIS



Bear! L�k
what I got at the

store! it’s an ice cream
sandwich, but I’ve never

s�n one so big,
have you? 

Le�e
just get a

plate…

grah!
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and a
knife…

ba�s.

grah.



My name is Nora.
I’m 28 years old and

I live in a one bedr
m
apartment on the east
side of Los Angeles.

my
boyfriend is
a 500-pound

american
black bear.

isn’t he
handsome?
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That’s
Don Draper.

We’re
just like any

other couple.

We watch
TV together.

We go to
the Farmer’s

Market.

We ride
bikes.

We
cu�le.

(THE BEAR
IS NOT A FAN.)

(HE PICKS
THE FOOD.)

(HE 'S SEEN LIKE,
NOTHING! IT’S SO

MUCH FUN.)

(HE LIKES IT
WHEN I READ

TO HIM.)

grah.

Sure, we
have our

problems…



Fift�n
co�� mugs.

Phone.

This framed
photo of my dad
holding me when

I was born.

Cat toy.

Sungla�es.
(SAT ON THEM)

Hair cli�ies.

My
t�thbrush!

This antique vase.

The zi�er to my
favorite sundre�.

Ca�erole dish.

Gra�a’s
old chair.

Things broken by the Bear.

TWICE!



But he has
never broken

my heart.

it’s
true!

Some people think it’s
strange that I date a bear.

They say they’d be t�
scared. We�, that’s stupid.

Did you know that you
are 180,000 times

more likely to be ki�ed
by a b� than a bear?



I’m not the
easiest person to
live with, either.

…I have a
tendency to hang

onto things. 

I have this weirdo
job where I basica�y
listen to people ye�
at me a� day long.

I sometimes
cry for hours,

t� easily.

These two things
may be related.

COATS I USE THREE
DAYS OUT THE YEAR.

(’SUP , L.A.?)

EVERY REPORT
CARD EVER .
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I don’t
rea�y like

wearing
pants.

I pop
my gum.

I get lost
easily.

At a ma�, when I leave a
store, I always, always,

always take a right,
no ma�er what. (I don’t
know why this ha�ens.

it is weird.)

I often take twice
as long to get ready

as I said I would.

I sing t� loudly
in the car, even

when I don’t know
a� the words.

“I love it a�
and I don’t want any
friends, you and me,

come ‘ere, we’re bad
romance!”

Almost
done! Just a
second! Five

minutes!

(THE BEAR IS
OKAY WITH
THAT ONE.)

grah.



But tonight is
di�erent. Tonight,
I’m taking extra

long to do
everything.

Because I am
trying to make

time slow 
down until it
just stops.





A toast!

I want to
put on a

brave face.

I want to be
strong for him,
as strong as he
always is for me.

But it’s
hard.



I f�l so
selfish.

I know
this isn’t
his fault.

I can’t believe
how quickly the
time has gone.

it sti� f�ls
like we met only

yesterday.

it’s not mine,
either. But

it’s going to
change things.

it’s not
like his

cave wi�
have

skype.

Would
you like

to try my
sca�ops,

t�?



I was camping. it was April.
I remember it was colder
than I’d prepared for.   

Wait. Before I get
into Ben, please a�ow
this short montage.

This was when 
I was sti� 
dating Ben.



SAID I WAS
CRAZY.

SAID I WASN’T
CRAZY ENOUGH.

DIDN’T KNOW WE
WERE ON A DATE.

THEN MADE ME PAY.

I MEAN,
HONESTLY. I WAS
WEARING A DRESS!

SPOKE IN A
WEIRD ACCENT TO
FOREIGN PEOPLE.

STILL IN LOVE
WITH HIS EX.

SPAT
DIRECTLY ONTO

MY VAGINA.

LEFT PASSIVE-
AGGRESSIVE

POST-ITS ON MY
CAR DASHBOARD.

FORCED ME
TO FLOSS.

ALWAYS WORE
PUKA SHELLS.

LIED ABOUT
WEIRD THINGS.

NEVER
WORE SOCKS.

WANTED ME
TO BE INTO
SPANKING.

CALLED
EXERCISING
“GYM.” 

AS IN , “I’M
OFF TO GYM .”

DUMPED ME ON
VALENTINE’S DAY.

HATED
MY CAT.

WORE
SUSPENDERS.



back
to Ben.

What
are you
doing?

…reading?

that’s not
reading!!



Bring London!
Bring Kerouac!

But Glamour?

it’s fine.
I’m over it. Hey,

could you hand me
my acoustic while

I get this wine
decanted?

Here.
hey,

I think I’m
go�a go
for  walk.

K.

I’m so�y.



I hate him so much.
he thinks he’s so much
be�er than me just

because he went to some
fancy sch
l. I don’t

even know where brown
is. god, who cares? 

His dad’s a published
poet. Big fucking deal.

Your dad can rhyme and
think a lot about how

we’re a� going to die. 

and
His stupid
facial hair
sme�s like

fox p�!



I sha�
give these
a proper
burial.

That's it. I'm
never reading

a magazine
around Ben again.



{gasp!}



That’s
a nice dre�

you’re wearing,
honey.


nh.

We’re
going out

tomo�ow night
for drinks. You’re

coming.

okay!

I got
back into

my workout
routine.

I got back into
w�kly brunch

with my girlfriends.

I tried not to
let work get to

me t� much.

I finished the
dre� I was
working on.

I visited
my parents.

What
is wrong
with you
people?

After that near-death experience, I broke
up with Ben and got my life back on track.



Nutso!
Don’t puke on

my bra!

I fina
y
felt more

like myself.

Watch
your pets,

because we’ve had
reports of coyotes
in the str	ts and--

get this--bears
spo�ed in
Glendale!

in other
news, wildfires
have broken out

acro� the Southland,
including one raging

through the mountains
above Gri�ith
Park tonight.

hackk 
  haackk



My
best friends

are Debra
and Carly.

debra: miserably
single. Self-conscious
about her ears. Wants

to get ma�ied and have a 
huge family. Wo�ies she’�
pick the wrong husband. 

When I’m single, she’s
like Velcro.

Carly: cu�ently has two 
boyfriends and a girlfriend. 
Always smiling, super-smart, 
sme�s like expensive honey. 
Might invent the next iPod or
something. Carly parties hard

and loves going on trips.
She’s always at the center
of something fun. I wish

we were closer.
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We toasted
to the

end of Ben.

We toasted to
debra’s five-pound

weight lo�
after a two-w�k

b�t camp.

We toasted
to Carly’s new
a� that got

downloaded like a
baji�ion times.

We toasted
until we got a
li�le toasted.

Martinis
taste
g�d.

I l�k
g�d.

I f�l
g�d.

I love my
friends. oh,
how I have

mi�ed them
so.
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listen,
nora, I’m

right about
this.

Your next
boyfriend

should be a
listener.

you n�d
a guy who

respects
you.



yes!
he should
be a g�d
listener!

and
nice!

and
strong!

and
cute!

He
should
love
you.



be
a g�d

listener!

Yeah, yeah,
he should be

like, “I love Nora!”
And he should

like f�d!

go
out and do

things!

I hate
my ears, you

guys.

oh, my
God, did you
s� those

fires?

yes! it
was on the

news!
it’s so

close to my
apartment!

I know,
it’s so
crazy!



I want a
cu�ler!

she
wants 

a
cu�ler!

My
next boyfriend
wi� be brave
and fu�y and

smart and
si�y…

…and he’�
like to be on the
couch as much as

he likes being
outside…

…and
we’� have

adventures…

…and every
night when he

holds me I wi�
f�l safe and

loved…

…What am I
doing? What am I
saying? No man

could ever be a�
those things.

…and that’s
impo ible. 
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I should
go home.

I’�
get you
an uber.
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thank
you!
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{sigh}

he�o?



You
are a
bear.



he
found
me.
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it’s okay.
Come on
in. You

hungry?

I could
make
e�s.

whoa.

grah.
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g�d
idea,
bear.

Mrf.

Move
over.

grah.



I thought
I was going to

come home, puke
a lot, and then pa�

out. but nope!
a bear.

This
is not how I

thought my night
was going

to end.
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oh god.

don’t
l�k

at me, I’m
hideous!

I’m
dying.

I’m
so…

I’m never
drinking

again because
I’m dead.

I’m so

oh god.
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As I listen to the familiar sounds
of morning--tra�ic, birds, leaf

blowers, nutso chomping ki�le--
I ponder this new sound. This

snoring in my ear. D�p and hot.

This new sound
comes with
a choice.

I could stand up and
ye� until I send

this bear ru�ing away
from me forever.

or.

I could do the
scary thing. open
myself up to the
unpredictable. 
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The Bear
likes spinach,
bluebe�ies,

and b�r.

Things I
learned very

quickly.
The Bear

does not like
couscous.

he finds my detachable
showerhead fascinating.

That ant
problem in
the kitchen

is fixed.

And so’s
my bed.

I’ve had to
buy Drano.

(WE BROKE IT.)
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Thank
you.

grah.

he insists on
taking out the trash,

but I know he
just wants to go
through the bins.

I was
fa	ing
hard.

49
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I knew I was a goner when
I found myself doing

what I always do when I
go crazy over someone.

I learn
everything I can

about them.

You are
an American

Black
Bear.

You
are not

a gri�ly
bear.

a group
of bears is

ca�ed a
“sloth.”

heh.
That’s
fu�y. I
get it.

uh, it says
here that male
bears abandon

their cubs as s n
as they’re

born.

We’re
go�a have

to talk about
some of these

things.
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it says
you are curious,

inte�igent…

Me t�.
Let’s order

pi�a.

Yes,
and a salad.
obviously.

…have exce�ent
close up-vision and
exceptional hearing.
Must be why you’re

such a g�d
listener.

grah!

grah.

grah.

...POTENTIALLY
DANGEROUS SO IF YOU

ENCOUNTER A BEAR YOU
SHOULD GIVE HIM EVERY

OPPORTUNITY
TO...
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hungry.

nervous.
warning.

somebody’s
grumpy.

Found a g
d spot
while scratching

his back on
the d
r frame.

someone’s
at the d
r.

Fe�
asl�p during

Project
Runway.

The
cat is in
his spot.

The birds are
fucking with him

outside the
window again.

something
just scared the
shit out of him.

We are
out of

grape je�y.

coming in
for a hug.

(ALSO SOMETIMES: HAPPY)
(ALSO SOMETIMES: YES)

(KIND OF A
CATCH-ALL)

frah!
�ahr.

��.

h�hn.

f�hgh!

M�r�nh.

b��h�n.

Wh�o!
Click clack

click! 
erh!

erh! 




rh!
click! 
click!

grah.

grah.

grah.

grah.

grah.

I got be�er at understanding his way of co�unicating.
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ba�s.

such
exceptional
hearing.

grah?
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ow.

We also
learned a very

important le
on...

...even
though
it's fun...

...and
we are very
g�d at it...

...We had
to stop

wrestling.



I demand
you bring

your new bf
to brunch!

yes. stop
hiding your

love.

besides,
we n�d

to give our
a�roval.

at the six-
w�k mark,
there was a

shift.
my friends were

tired of my
ignoring them,

making excuses. 

if this thing was
going to get

real, we’d have to
go public. and that

meant: we’d have
to go outside.

we hadn’t
left the

apartment.
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here,
bear. s�

if this
fits.

grah.

it
would
have

to do.

Were we ready
for this? For the

scrutiny? For
the judgment?
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hi!
We’re 

m�ting
people.

{whisper }

I didn’t want him
to know how

nervous I was.
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I barely
know anything
about him, do

you?

she is in
so much trouble

when she gets here.
if this guy is lame,

I wi� ki� her.

she
said she’s

ha�y,
right?

No.
she hasn’t
responded

to any of my
texts.

she said
said he’s kinda big.

Does she think I have
something against

big people? Because
I don’t. 

Wait. I
think I s�

her.

is that
her?

yeah.
but…

um…

I don’t.

maybe
he’s
ta�.

she said
he’s huge.
basica�y.
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hi, guys!
this is the bear.
uh, bear, these
are my friends

debra and
carly.



grah.

63



hi!
welcome to

crusty bread.
you guys want

to--

go.
away.
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Nora.
That is a

fucking bear.
at our fucking

brunch. holy shit.
like a real

bear. a bear.
at brunch!

at brunch!
I litera�y
just shit
my spanx.

he can
hear you.

and I told you
he’s a bear.
specifica�y.

I thought
it was

a nickname,
you fucking

lunatic.

grah.
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I think it’s
wonderful.

you
like mimosas,

big guy?

that
means
yes.

can I get
a mimosa over
here for my
new friend?

and a
big bowl of

be�ies?

and
another bl�dy

mary, please!
jesus christ.

grah.
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“wait, should
I not have

something that
l�ks like bl�d

around him?
is that safe?”

“he’s a bear, not
a shark, debra.
but yeah, maybe
get a mimosa,
just in case.”

grah.

grah
yourself,
mister.
g�.
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unfuckingbelievable.

oh,
god, is he
a�acking?!

and then…
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who could
resist the

bear ju�ling
creamers?

such tiny
creamers.

such big paws.

I knew right then.
I was in love

with that bear.



holy
shit!

run,
skylar! it’s a
fuckin’ bear,

dude!

we decided
to try more

public
excursions.

the
z� was a
bad idea.

so was
runyon
canyon.



at an outd�r ma�,
everybody is l�king
at one of two places:
the windows or their

phones. it was perfect.

we had so many
wonderful

dates there.



the mountains
weren’t as

cha�ed anymore.
the land was

starting to heal.
it had to be

beckoning him.
it broke my heart

and te�ified
me a� at once.
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so nice
to m�t

you.

I can always te�
how my mom rea�y

f�ls by where she’s
got her eyebrows.

note: eyebrows
have meshed
with hairline.

I’d never
s�n that
before.
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aw,
he�,

no! you
guys!

problems with claws

BEAR .

BEAR .

BEAR .

BEAR .

CAT.

CAT.

CAT.

(UNLESS WAS
DISCARDED FOR

MAKE-OUT
SESSION.

THEN: BEAR.)

DIFFICULT TO
DETERMINE.
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bear,
don’t be
gro�.

I know some of you 
are wondering because 
people are twisted, so 

I wi� te� you quickly that 
yes, sometimes we spend 

our nights in separate r�ms
because it’s safer that way. 

I don’t think that’s 
a� that di�erent from
any other couple and

I’m very defensive
about it, so there.



me�o?

debra,
I’m kinda

busy right
now.

damn.

where’s
the future

in this?
do you

guys have
sex? don’t

te
 me.

this
is such a
mistake.

how can
you have a

life together?
this is

dangerous!

fine. come
have drinks

with me tonight
and I wi
 talk
you out of this

bear thing.

I have
a lot of

concerns.
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I don’t
want to be talked
out of anything.
besides, I can’t.
I have to work

tonight.

which leads
us nicely to my

next point. does he
even work?

does
he have any

ski�s?
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yeah,
I’d say

he’s pre�y
handy.

you’re
pre�y
sw
t,
bear.

I’
 ca

you later, d.
I should get
ready for

work.

you’re
delusional.

don’t you s�
I’m trying to

help you?

end this
before you
get hurt!

grah.

okay, so my
shitba
s job…
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ye�ing

ye�ing

cursing

…I work at a ca� 
center for a pop-up

window scam.

some people
click this pop-up

window thinking they
won something…

…but end up
a�identa�y

signing up for a
monthly f�.  

not you. you didn’t
sign up for this. you
didn’t get f�led.

but these people did:

usua�y nobody discovers they’re
automatica�y sending $14.99 a month

to “internet partners club,” but
sometimes they do, or a loved one
discovers it while paying the bi�s. there’s a phone number

in the fine print to ca�,
and when they ca� it,

sometimes they get me.

I can’t blame
them for
being mad.

someone ca�ed
me a “shit fucker”

the other day.
that was unique.

ye�ingye�ing

scr�ching

hu�
ing



you just
n�d to

think of them
a� as a bag

of dicks.

they’re
the idiots who

fe� for it.
it’s not your

fault.

we’re lucky
to even have a
job, right? so

fuck ‘em. I just hit
mute and ye�

back.

are you
sure there’s
nothing I can
do that would

make you
ha�y?

you can
fuck o


and die, that
would be
helpful.

I’m a�owed to credit their
money back only if they

specifica�y ask for it. I can’t
o�er. and they’re recording
my ca�s to make sure I don’t.

not that I haven’t tried.

my co-workers
insist that

my problem is
I’m t� nice.
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dude.
you go�a come

hear this guy. he’s
like, a zi	ion years
old and thinks I’ve

kidna�ed his
dog.

no,
thanks.

who’s that?
is that your new

boyfriend?

does
he know he
l�ks like

a bear?

I’m
working,

ben.

just being
friendly,

nora. calm
down.

hey,
can I get
my arcade
fire shirt

back?
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grah.

grah.
bear! gi�le

okay, let’s go!
gi�le

grah!

(MATING
SEASON

WAS FUN.)
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coming!

that was
the best! hu�y,
let me shut the
d
r so we can

do it again.

trick or
treat!!


h! what
have we here? a

prince� and a pirate
and a robot! stay

here, my boyfriend
has to s� this!

honey?

(SO WAS
HALLOWEEN.)



do
you like it?
I’m rea�y
proud of

it.

the
bear got

a job.

I don’t exactly understand what he
does, but i know it involves making
sure other people get their jobs
done. the bear can be persuasive.
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f�tba�
rules!

impre�ive.

go,
bears!
ha ha!

grah!when f�tba�
season started,

carly found
a new bu�y.

and I was
grateful to
have some
alone time.

carly learned
pre�y quickly

that bears
like b�r.



guys?
bear?

you
guys! it’s

ge�ing
kinda

cold out
here.

no problem.
g�d thing I

sti� have your
spare.

thanks.

da�it…

I’m
locked

out!
he�o!



nora,
this is no

way to
live.

if I’d
known I’d be

dra	ing a bear
today, I might have

worn di�erent
shoes.

�nh! ugh.
forget
it. we’�

never move
him.

this is
a� carly’s

fault.

�m. if
you say

so.
is he

ge�ing
bi	er?

I think
so.



and then it
ha�ened.

it was holiday time at
the grove, just before

thanksgiving, when they get
everything decorated

a� sparkly and magical.

I wanted to
give the bear

a surprise.

on top of a� the
r�ftops, snow
machines were

poised and ready.

and
right at six
o’clock…



�f! it’s
snow, bear!
it’s snowing!

isn’t it great? are
you surprised?

did it scare you?
I’m so�y!

grah!
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he pu�ed back to
l�k at me and I

realized: he wasn’t
scared. he was sad.

because snow
and scarves and the

holidays means:
hibernation is coming.
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the holidays used to mean
laughter, reunions, hugs, warm
nights, and hot chocolate by
the fire.  but not this year.

this year it
starts the

lonely season.



ira�haimase!

the bear was extra sw�t for a
while after that, as we pretended to
completely ignore the ticking clock.

extra
f�t rubs.

the bear
learned how to
make popcorn
on the stove.

we watched
a� of downton

a�ey in bed.

we found the best
sushi restaurant where they
absolutely love the bear.

that’s
mister
bates.
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la la la 
lalalala

la la la la la
la la…

when it came to
thinking about
december, I
was like this:

--which I
alternated
with fits
of this.



you’re
go�a be

late!

kitchen dance!
kitchen dance! I’m not
from france, I wear
no pants but check
me out I can kitchen

dance! I can--

g�z. 
okay. 
so�y.

grumps.

gr��ah!

I could te� the
bear was growing

unha�y about
his job.

he’d stay in bed
until the very
last minute.

he’d leave for
work with this
distant stare.

he’d come home
growling and

snu�ing and head
straight to the

kitchen for a b�r.
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okay, bear.
I’� try to be
be�er about

that.

…your
majesty.

and man, he could
be a dick about

his co��.

he made me watch
him as he instructed

me on how to refold
the bag and put it

back in the tin.

meanwhile, a�
around him:

oh, and ps: gue� what
ha�ens when your

eating companion is a
500-pound american
black bear? you gain
a shit-ton of weight,

that’s what. 

MY FAT
ASS.
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hey,
did you s�

there’s a new
schedule?

they
changed my
hours! how

can they just
do that?

because
they want us to quit. 

this place is going down
the shi�er. I hear they’re

ge�ing sued. I’m not
qui�ing. I’m milking this

place for every
last pe�y.

did I te�
you I got rid of
my television?
best decision I

ever made.

my job was
becoming a

shit pile, t�.
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h�
h�!

I love
them.

say
ch�se….
burger!

hey,
bear?

the
weather’s

stayed pre�y
warm.

l�ks
like we might

have a rea�y hot
christmas. like,
a su�ertime

situation.
I mean…

you know…
maybe…

{sob}

grah.
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where
should your father 
and I stay when we
come into town for

this party?

your
mom is an

a
hole. I can’t 
believe she ruined

your surprise
party.

oh, I’m not
f�ling a� that

festive. thank you,
though, for thinking
of my birthday, but

no thank you on
the party.

t� bad.
you’re having it.

and act surprised
for everybody,

because that’s their
only reward for
going early to

a party.

what
party? what

is she talking
about?

he�o?

he�o?
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okay.

no?
you don’t
want to
play?
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wasn’t
that a lovely

di�er? a long,
quiet night with

just the two of us!
right, bear?

grah.
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bear,
come

back! it’s
a party! we
discu�ed

this!
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where have
you b�n hiding

yourself, nora-bora?
if it weren’t for

faceb�k, I’d have
thought you’d

died!

I’m twenty-
eight w�ks. I love

being pregnant.
you think you’�

become a mo�y
s�n?

I b�ked a
co�ercial

that’s su�osed
to run during

the super bowl,
so that’s
awesome. 

I saw your
parents are
here. that’s
hilarious.

we’ve b�n
reading jose

saramago? death
at intervals? 
have you read

it? 

‘ you have to
read it. it’s amazing.

a� his stu­’s amazing.
you should tota�y be

reading him. you’�
love it.

um…
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ch�rs,
b-day 

girl. having
fun?

I gue�
so. I haven’t

s�n most of
these people in

a while.

actua�y,
a lot of

these people
are your
friends.

whatever.

you guys
having
fun?

oh, yeah. this
guy. this guy’s

the best! I love
this bear. ma�y

him, nora.

where
is the
bear?

with
carly in the
living r�m.

he’s fine.
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okay,
have fun, you
two. but let

moderation be
your guide.

where
are your
board
games?

what am I
l�king at

here?

the
bear built

this for nutso
so he doesn’t
get ste�ed

on.

 here in the
kitchen, we ca� it the
“catski�s.” wa�a s�

“cat-mandu”?

yes.
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ta-da!

impre�ive.

MOM AND DAD LIKE TO
PRETEND I SLEEP ALONE, SO THIS
PART WAS A LITTLE AWKWARD.
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quite a
bear.

He is.

Your 
mother has some

concerns.
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he
doesn’t like

parties.

ski�y.

your
cat’s l�king

a li	le
rough.

coming!

nora!
where are

you?
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when’s
the last
time you

got an oil
change?

I know,
dad. I know.

I’� l�k
into it.

no,
you’re

so wrong,
dude.

excuse
me, dad…

yeah,
it’s a pre�y

co�on mistake
people make, but

actua�y—

excuse
me.

excuse
me.

oh,
hey, ha�y
birthday!

thanks,
excuse
me…
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what
are you

doing out
here?

yeah.
I invited

him.

why
would
you do
that?

I thought
you guys were

friends.

you said I
should never
speak to him

again!

I say a�
kinds of
things.

ben’s
here.
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why is the
bear such a

problem for
you? I don’t

get it.

l�k
at him.

oh,
my god!
haha!

whoa!

go,
bear!

go,
bear!

ha
ha ha!
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so?
he’s fun.
people
like him.

he’s a
parlor trick.

a circus freak.
that’s where you

two belong.
the circus.

you can’t
have kids. you
couldn’t even

adopt. who’d let
a bear have
children? 

has he even
told you that he
loves you? no,

because he can’t.
and he never

wi�.



this is
my favorite

thing he
does!

this is
not real. it’s
not normal.
and it’s not

okay.



“bear
pong”!

what if
he gets

mad?

what if
he hurts

you?

what
if he

a
acks?

he’d
never hurt
anybody.

because
he is a

fucking
bear!

we�, the
fact is you
don’t know

that.



whe�e!

we
should

go.

hey,
is that my

shirt?
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in here,
bear!

gra�.

gr�o�o!
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I can’t
take any more

breaking! why don’t
you just hu�y

up and leave me,
okay?

I s� you
l�king out that
window!  what are
you waiting for?

just go! go now, I
don’t care!

grah.
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oh,
bu�y. I wish

you were
eating.

my sw�t
friend. you’re

such a g�d ki�y.
I’m so�y you

don’t f�l
we�.

I know
what the vet
said, but…oh,
sw�t ki�y.
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when I woke up
the next morning,
nutso was gone.
so was the bear.

he had taken him
away before I

had to s� my cat’s
lifele� body.



did you
take him

somewhere
nice?
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did it
have a
tr�?

thank
you.

grah.

grah.
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nothing.
I’m okay.  did

you like your…
everything?

grahr�?

FACT: THE BEAR MUST
INGEST ABOUT 20,000

CALORIES A DAY TO PREPARE
FOR HIBERNATION.

and now here we
are. our last night
before hibernation.

the final
di�er of nora
and the bear.

I can’t
believe it.
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I’m upset at how
upset I am. I’m mad

that I can’t k
p this
in perspective.  

 that I can’t think of
it as a busine� trip,
a sma� separation.

this ha�ens
to couples
a� the time.

instead of bi�ersw
t,
tender pangs of longing,
I’m f
ling sick. I’ve run

out of time.



Neither of
us slept we�

that night.

he pu�ed me close into
his hot fur and I felt

his heart beating.
fast now. with me, now. 

I wished on a� my wishes
that I could fa� asl�p

right then and stay that way
until he came back to me.

I was so jealous. he
didn’t have to live through

the next few months.

he didn’t have to wait.
he would close his eyes

and then it’d be over.



okay,
you

ready?
grah.

in the morning, I
fixed him everything

in my fridge.

it was sort
of weird, how
he didn’t n�d

a suitcase.
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don’t
forget

me.

it was the
quietest walk

we’d ever taken.
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oh, bear.
I’m rea�y

going to mi�
you.

so
much.
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I think
it’s be�er
this way.

p�!

hu�!

mom…
please
don’t.

left!
right!

go! go!

I tried to fi� the bear-
shaped hole in my life

with a bit of my old life.

I got
back into

my workout
routine. 

I started
working on a
new pa�ern.

I visited my
parents.

I had di�er with
carly, who only

talked about debra.

she
rea�y

mi�es you.
you should
ca� her.

I was actua�y
grateful for my

bu�shit job,
because it t�k
up so much time.

I tried. I rea�y
did. but it a�
felt empty.
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that’s
the big di�er,

part of ursa major.
who knows what

that means?

big
bear.

it means great
bear. greater bear,

actua�y. don’t wo�y! this
bear can’t get you. he’s very,

very far away. light years
away! but visible a�

year long.
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I made
you some

f�d. you’ve
go�en t�

ski
y.

I want
you to

get over this
bear and move
on with your

life.

I don’t
want to.

I’m
okay,
mom.
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find
someone nice

and normal. get
ma�ied. make
grandbabies.

your
father and I wi�

be dead eventua�y.
you might want to

remember that.

mom!
the bear and
I didn’t break
up. we’re sti�

together.

since when
do you want

grandbabies?
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you’re
going to

go through
this every year,

living half a
life?

I don't
know—
maybe!

you should
find someone

be�er-suited for 
you. my kni�ing 

club agr�s.
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you’re
t� smart not

to know you’re in
a bad situation.

fix it.

We	,
I do take

most of my life
advice from
your kni�ing

club.
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hi, nora! come on in!
me�y christmas!
is that your gift?

yay!

just put it
under the

tr�.

you
have to
s� it. 

no, I
haven’t s�n
that movie

yet.
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hi,
nora!

so that’s it? he’s
just hibernating

now?
yeah.

I don’t
know

how you
do it.

just believe
he’s in a cave
somewhere.

I saw
the

cave. sti�.

hey,
heather!

he’s gone
who knows

how long and
it’s just up to
you to wait?

I know,
right?!

he’s just
sl�ping.

yeah.

but with
whom? he’s
not alone,

right?

after
everything
you did for

him.

come be
with me.

here.
thanks.
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five
ninety-five charged

to my visa bi�, and before
you te� me to ca� them,
I did, which is how I know
you a�holes have b�n

charging me five ninety-five
every month for

a year! 

how do you
people live with

yourselves?!

you
should be in
jail! I have
half a mind

to—

what if debra was, in
the tiniest way, just a
li
le bit right? we
never talked about
his life in the cave.

what if he had a bear
girlfriend before

he met me? before he
had to fl� the fires?
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you fucking
a�holes have bilked

my mother, a sw�t old
lady, out of hundreds

of fucking do�ars. she
doesn’t have that kind
of money. she lives on

a fixed income!

I am going
to hire a dick

just to fuck your
fucking company

in the throat!
how do you–
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no girlfriend. no
secret life. just
bears hibernating
in a cave because

that’s what bears do.

the clothes,
the c�king, the

corporate job…those
things were for me.
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I’m so�y
I doubted

you.
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come
on in,

nora!  
just

put the
wine on the

table.
no,

I haven’t
started
it yet.

I just
finished it.

it’s amazing.
you have to

read it.
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I went
to s�

him.

the bear.
I went to his

cave. you were
wrong.

you know,
people act like

every relationship
can work if you just
want it to. like love

is this tinkerbe�
thing that only dies

when you aren’t
cla�ing hard

enough.

I know
you did.

do.

if that
were true,
I’d sti�
be with
robert.

Go�a�it,
I hate my

own f�lings.
Please don't
l�k at me.

I sti�
love you,

Debra.

I loved
him more
than that

fairy bitch
loved her

wings.

six
years of
my life.
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yes, ma’am.
I can help you.

what could I do that
would make you ha
y?
is there, say, something
I could give you that

would make everything
be�er?

but dear, I
don’t understand

how my money can be
inside a computer and

not my bank. how did the
internet get the card,

dear?  can you
help me?

oh, what a
nice girl you are.

that’s okay. I’� get
my neighbor to help
me. he’s young and

understands what my
machines n�d

from me.
HE TOOK UP

ALL THIS SPACE
IN HERE.

the bear
was never
t� far

away.
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ma’am,
could you

hold on one
second?

let go
of me,
ben.

it’s
just a

backrub,
nora.
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I heard
things

were over
with that
bear…

hi,
mrs. nelson? is

your a�re� 5362
perlita? and do

you prefer lilies
or roses?

I get
the things I
want. I’m not
go�a quit,

nora.

we�,
I just did.
stay away
from me.
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I gave her a� the money
I had in my wa�et. $75. plus

a dozen roses and an apology
that people can be such jerks. I also helped her with a

lightbulb that blew out. and
helped finish her pu�le. 
and find her tv remote.

…she was
kinda n�dy.
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everything’s
great, mom. I’m

just busy.
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grah.
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I know there’s
a chance I’�
never s� the

bear again.

but what wi�
never change

is how much we
were in love.
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ben?
what are
you doing

here?

I was just
in the neighborh�d

and thought-
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Extras
Character sketches for Nora and the Bear!



Pamela Ribon co-created and 

currently writes the roller derby comic SLAM!, and has 

penned guest issues of Rick and Morty™. Her screenwrit-

ing work includes Moana and Ralph Breaks the Internet: 

Wreck-It Ralph 2. She's a best-selling author, frequent 

troublemaker, and true fan of you.

Cat Farris is a native Portlander, an 

artist, and is pretty sure she's just making this up as she 

goes along. She is supported in this venture by the 

world's most beautiful husband, the laziest greyhound, 

and an all-star cast of Helioscope studiomates.

Saida Temofonte is originally 

from Italy. She letters comics for DC Comics, Lion 

Forge, Kymera Press, Oni Press and IDW, and calls  

Los Angeles her beloved home now.
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Nora has bad luck with men. When she meets an (actual) bear on a hike in the  
Los Angeles hills, he turns out to be the best romantic partner she’s ever had!  

He’s considerate, he’s sweet, he takes care of her. But he’s a bear, and winning over 
her friends and family is difficult. Not to mention he has to hibernate all winter.  

Can true love conquer all?

“Funny and sweet. Your next book boyfriend 
gives great hugs.”

—RAINBOW ROWELL
No. 1 New York Times bestselling author of Eleanor & Park  

and Carry On, writer for Marvel’s Runaways

A story of girl meets bear.
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bestselling author and screenwriter of Me Before You and One Plus One
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