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To everyone who helped. @\

And to my own favorite Amy, Alice.
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ONE MORE
7 \

AMY,
ON JO, PUSH

IF YOU POKE
ME IN THE RIBS

OVER, GIVE
HER SOME
ROOM.

UNLOADING
SOME MORE
BIG BOXES.
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IT'LL BE
GOOD TO HAVE
SOMEONE IN
THAT HOUSE

AGAIN. T

WAS 50
SAD HAVING
IT SIT EMPTY

FOR SO

I
SUPPOSE
MARMEE WOULD
WANT UsS TO
BRING THEM OVER
SOMETHING TO
EAT...

OH BETH,
IS THAT A
PIANO?! MAYBE
THEY'D LET You
OVER TO PLAY
SOMETIME!




HE'S JUST
THE;? HE COMING AROUND
! THE SIDE OF THE
HOUsSE.

PQESERVE5
AND APPLE
BUTTER




OH,
QUIT BELLY-
T~ ACHING. NO
THIS IS 50 ONE FORCED
EMBARRASSING! You TO COME
T SHOULD HAVE UP HERE.
GONE OVER AND
INTRODUCED US
PROPERLY...

No!
THEY'LL THINK
WE'RE A BUNCH

OF SPYING
oLp--

I DON'T THINK
S0. HE'S GONE
BACK INSIDE.
THEY BOTH
HAVE.




ALL

RIGHT, THAT'S

IT. I'M GOING TO
DO WHAT I SHOLULD

HAVE DONE IN THE

FIRST PLACE AND BE

AN ADULT AND

GO ON OVER
THERE.

ASK
ABOUT THE
PIANO/

AND MAYBE
THEY'D WANT
ME OVER,

you
CAN'T JUST
GO INVITING
YOURSELF INTO
PEOPLE'S
HOUSES--




I GUESS WE
SHOULDN'T BE
SURPRISED.




IT's BEcAuse I BUT IT COULD BE
MR. GIBBIN'S PIG THE WORK OF A

DISAPPEARED, CONFEDERATE MAGE
RIGHT? TRYING TO STIR UP

I TROUBLE--
DON'T SEE

N
WHY HE HAD
CONCORD?
O R 'T/A1 WHEN BOSTON'S
' S0 cLose? T
DOUBT IT/

WE
SHouULD
WAIT FOR
MARMEE--
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28lllGHE

YOU MEAN
DELECTABLE.

WHY'D QUIT BELLYACHING.
voU MAKE US THERE'S PLENTY OF
TAKE THE DRIED APPLES IN
APPLE TREE , THE CELLAR.

DOWN 50 ,
FAST?

WE DIDN'T
HAVE A CHANCE
TO PICK

ANYTHING!




YOU GIRLS DID THE
RIGHT THING. FINDERS
MUST FOLLOW THE
LAW, AND WE'VE
MARMEE, DONE NOTHING
DID You WRONG...
SEE, ouT I Hope
FRONT? You WEREN'T BUT
FRIGHTENED. IT WouLD

PROBABLY BE
BEST IF WE DIDN'T
DRAW ATTENTION TO
OURSELVES. AT LEAST
NOT UNTIL WE'RE
MORE SURE OF
THEM.

WE TOOK
DOWN THE
GARDEN.

I DO HAVE A LETTER FROM
SOMETHING THAT FATHER/
SHOULD CHEER
us ALL UP.




‘OH, MY DEAR ONES. THE
FIGHTING HERE |S FIERCE.
I SEE MANY SAD
THINGS EVERY
DAY.”

eSS | _somerimes A

PEACEFLIL SLEEP,
Hg%ﬁ‘fj’v \THERE ARE MANY LINBROKEN BY
AR WOLINDS THAT ARE PAIN, (S ALL THAT
. BEYOND MY ABILITIES I CAN OFFER.”
WiLL BEAR TO HEAL, BUT I DO TRY
THOSE HURTS g
TO OFFER WHAT

FOR THE
REST OF COMFORT I CAN.

THEIR LIVES.

I WISH I WAS OLD ENOUGH TO .
BE THERE WITH HIM. T'M NOT LTS RIeHT THe
AFRAID TO FIGHT. WE CAN OFFER YOUR
FATHER |5 FOR ALL
PON'T OF US TO BE SAFE

HERE AT
SAY THAT, JO.
I COULDN'T HOME.
STAND IT IF BOTH
OF VOUNWERE




WE'RE GOING TO CHECK ON
THE HUMMELS' NEW BABY. WE
SHOULD BE BACK BY
TWO O'CLOCK.

NO NEED
T'WORRY
ABOUT US.

YOU SHOULDN'T BE

PRACTICE
THE PETANGLING
SPELL I SHOWED You,
THAT SHOULD
HELP.

50 HARD ON
YOURSELF.

IT'S NEVER
AS EASY AS
You MAKE
IT LOOK.

DO YOU STILL WANT
us 1O GIVE THAT TO
MRS. HUMMEL,

EG? OH,
WHAT DOES
IT MATTER. I'M
NOT GOING TO
BE ABLE TO
MAKE IT ANY
BETTER.




HEY, WHERE
ARE You
GOING?

MARMEE'S TOO BUSY,
FATHER'S GONE, SOMEONE
NEEDS TO TAKE THE INITIATIVE.
AMY'S IN SCHOOL, BETH'S
HELPING MOTHER, IT'S
THE PERFECT
TIME.

SOMEONE NEEDS

TO WELCOME
THEM TO THE WE CAN'T
NEIGHBORHOOD! JUST GO OVER

THERE--WE NEED
SOME KIND OF
EXcUsSE!

NEXT DOOR.
I'M GOIN' OVER
TO INTRODUCE
MYSELF.

—~99~



APPLE
BUTTER?
REALLY?

WELL, IT'S
SOMETHING,
AND WE HAVE
PLENTY TO
SFARE.

HELLO!
WE'RE YOUR
NEIGHBORS.
WE YrVANTED

YES! AS A
HOUSEWARMING
PRESENT! WE'RE
THE MARCHES.

~93~



THANK You $0
MUCH, GIRLS. THE
BUTTER IS MOST

DEFINITELY
APPRECIATED.

I'M SORRY

I DON'T HAVE
MORE TIME TO CHAT,
THINGS ARE STILL
QUITE A MESS
INSIDE.

WE JUST WANTED
TO SEE HOW YOU WERE
SETTLING IN. AND You
NEEDN'T WORRY ABOUT
THE BUTTER, WE DON'T
USE MAGIC TO GROW
OUR APPLES--

THAT'S RIGHT! WE
USED MAGIC TO KEEP

OUR GARDEN FROM
FREEZING THIS WINTER,
BUT NOT TO GROW THE
ACTUAL FRUITS AND
VEGETABLES.

AHAHAHA--
WELL,

WE
NEED TO BE
GOING NOW! IT
WAS LOVELY TO
MEET You!

OH, CERTAINLY!
I CAN ONLY
IMAGINE!

WERE Yol
EVEN GOING
ON ABoUTz?/

—~94~



I JusT...
I GOT NERVOUS
AND I COULDN'T
s0 STOP TALKING.
WHAT DID
You sAY?

I SHOULDN'T
HAVE MENTIONED
MAGIC IN THE FIRST
PLACE! BUT You
SAID TOO MUCH.

WELL, AFTER
THE DAY BETH
AND T HAVE HAD, T
DARE SAY WE'RE TOO
WORN OUT FOR EVEN
SECOND-HAND
ADVENTURES.

COME
ALONG, MY

DUCKLINGS.

SCHUCKLES

IT
SOUNDS LIKE
IT WAS QUITE AN
ADVENTURE.

ARE YOU COMING,
SWEETHEART?

IN A BIT.
I WANT TO
FINISH THIS

CHAPTER.




I SHOULD JUST G/VE
LIP ON MAKING A BABY
NIGHTIE AND LET THIS BE A
NET. WE CAN USE IT TO
KEEP THE GRACKLES
OFF THE APPLES
NEXT YEAR.

YOU NEED TO HAVE A WHY DON'T
LITTLE MORE FAITH You WAIT UNTIL
IN YOURSELF. MORNING, AND
SEE HOW You
FEEL ABOUT IT
THEN?

B

L RGP










I WISH
WE'D HAD YOUR
ARM ON MY
CRICKET TEAM
WHEN I WAS IN

ENGLAND!

WE SHOULD ‘RE T
PLAY SOME- YOF”RROEM ,:‘53“

TIME. DOOR?

I AM.
YOUR MOTHER
INVITED ME
AND My
GRANDFATHER ,
OVER FOR M
TEA. JusT
ARE You Jo!

JOSEPHINE?

~99~



I'm
LAURIE, AND
JO suITS you
VERY WELL.

ER..SORRY.
I'M NAMED
FOR MY AUNT
JOSEPHINE, AND T
DON'T MUCH

I'M NOT
COMPLAINING,
BUT WHAT ARE
You DOING
HERE?

I FELT LIKE A BIT OF
A WALK, AND YOUR
MOTHER SAID YoU'D
BE AROUND HERE
SOMEWHERE.

WELL,
IF YOU WANT,
WE CAN HEAD
BACK. I couLp
CERTAINLY DO
WITH A SCONE
OR TWO.

WE CAN GO AROUND
THE LONG WAY, IF
YOU'D LIKE A BIT
MORE OF A
WALK.

~30~



--NO, NO, T OH! WELL,
ASSURE You, THAT'LL BE |
T WOULDN'T ‘ Jo. /
/ |~ MIND AT /
ALL. //
‘ $
A /
B A = A =
, . :
d &_/
\

Jo/

MR. LAURENCE
SAYS T CAN

PRACTICE

ON THEIR

PIANO!

Jo, I BELIEVE You
AND MR, LAURENCE
HAVE AELREAD‘/




INDEED WE HAVE. T WAS
TELLING YOUR MOTHER ABOUT
THE DELICIOUS APPLE BUTTER

YOU AND YOUR SISTER

BROUGHT OVER FOR
Us YESTERDAY.

DELIGHTFUL
WELCOME TO THE
NEIGHBORHOOD,
ESPECIALLY SINCE
WE HAVEN'T QUITE
SORTED OUT THE
HOUSE YET.

I THOUGHT IT
WOULD BE FOR THE
BEST IF WE GOT
TO KNOW ONE
ANOTHER.

I DON'T WANT I'D LIKE TO ASSURE You
THERE TO BE ANY THAT I DON'T MAKE A HABIT

MISUNDERSTANDINGS OF HARASSING WITCHES
BETWEEN US. WITHOUT CAUSE. FROM
WHAT I CAN TELL, YOUR
FAMILY 1S EXACTLY THE
SORT I TAKE GREAT
PLEASURE IN
MEETING.

RIGHT, You
DON'T HAVE
ANYTHING TO
WORRY ABOUT
FROM US.

WE
MARCHES ARE
ALL VERY LAW-
ABIDING.

~39~



WE UNDERSTAND N
WHY YOU'RE IN
CONCORD, AND WE'RE
HAPPY TO HELP
YoU IN ANY WAY
WE CAN.

S0.
WHY'D You
DECIDE
TO MOVE
HERE?

I
APPRECIATE
THE OFFER, BUT
THE HOME OFFICE
PREFERS IF
WE DON'T INCLUDE
MAGES IN OUR

THEY
FEAR IT MIGHT
MLUPDPY THE
WATERS.

IT'S ALL RIGHT. HOME
OFFICE BECAME AWARE
OF SOME STRANGE
DISAPPEARANCES IN

CONCORD.

D
HEARD GOOD
THINGS ABOUT
THE AREA, ESPECIALLY

IN REGARDS TO THE
ABOLITION MOVEMENT,
S0 WHEN THE JOB
ASSIGNMENT CAME UP,
I DECIDED TO TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF THE
CHANCE TO
RELOCATE.

~33~



IN OUR

OLD TOWN, FATHER ]
WAS FORCED TO CLOSE
DOWN HIS PARLOR SCHOOL
BECAUSE HE ADMITTED A
FREEDMAN’S CHILD, AND

THAT'S
WHY WE MOVED
HERE, TOO.
WOULDN'T EXPEL HER
WHEN PEOPLE
COMPLAINED.

GRANDFATHER ESCAPED
FROM SLAVERY WHEN
HE WAS A YOUNG MAN--
HE WROTE A BOOK
ABOUT IT.

IT'S
A BEST-
SELLER/

WELL,

IT'S TRUE IT
DID MUCH BETTER
THAN THE EDITOR

EXPECTED.

WAS IT ‘
A NARRATIVE
OF THE LIFE OF
AUGUSTUS LALURENCE:
MY ESCAPE FROM
BONPAGE?

I KNEW YOUR
NAME SOUNDED
FAMILIAR!

I HAVE BOTH
STUDIED YOUR
BOCK.

HEH
HEH HEH.

Now
PLEASE, DON'T

[ MAKE A FLSS. T'm

TOO OLD FOR MY |
HEAD TO GET TOO
SWOLLEN. f

THOUGH
OF COURSE IT'S
WONDERFUL TO SEE
HOW MUCH IT'S BEEN
EMBRACED BY THE
ABOLITIONIST
COMMUNITY.




WHAT MADE You
DECIDE TO BECOME
A WITCH-FINDER
THOUGH?

WHEN I FIRST
ESCAPED, I SPENT
MANY YEARS DODGING
BOTH NORTHERN AND
SOUTHERN SLAVE-CATCHERS,
ESPECIALLY AS T BECAME
MORE WELL-KNOWN, BOTH
FOR MY SPEECHES AND
WRITING AND FOR
WORKING WITH THE
UNPERGROUND
RAILROAD.

*I'M NOT SURE I CAN EXPRESS THE
TERROR I FELT, THE NIGHTMARES I

HAD. BUT I WAS LUCKY, T HAD MANY
POWERFUL FRIENDS WHO HELPED
PROTECT ME UNTIL THE FUGITIVE

SLAVE ACTS WERE REPEALED.

‘THE SLAVE-CATCHERS HAVE MANY
MAGES AMONG THEIR RANKS USING
THEIR MAGIC TO CAPTURE PEOPLE LIKE
ME. WHEN THE FEDERAL WITCH-FINDERS
FORMED LAST YEAR, I FELT IT WAS MY
DUTY TO JOIN. IT'S TAKEN SO LONG FOR
THE LAWS TO EVEN BEGIN TO BEND IN
OUR FAVOR, I WANTED TO DO
EVERYTHING I COULD TO ENFORCE
WHAT LITTLE GROUND WE'VE GAINED.”




BUT WE REALLY SHOULD
BE GOING. I'VE TAKEN UP
ENOUGH OF YOUR TIME,
AND TEDPY AND I HAVE
A LOT OF TIDYING TO
DO AND BOXES TO
UNPACK.

I'LL BE A TRLIE FRIEND
FOREVER IF YoOU JUST
STICK WITH LAURIE, NO
MATTER HOW OFTEN
MY GRANDFATHER
CALEL5 ME




T

S/

e | ESrase———
’ TECHNEKLE
: OTHER -NICKLEY,
e\ AN
WITCH-FINDER
MOVED IN RIGHT STREET.
NEXT DOOR TO
ITTTIT You. " ARE
n { vou scArep?
\ \\ I WOoULD
— | BE.
| P 1 =

—

I

)]

OH, NOT A
BIT.
my
SISTER JO WAS

PARRYLIZED
WITH FRIGHT

BECAUSE

PRETTY AS You
PLEASE

BUT

THEN MEG
WENT OVER
THERE THE
AND

INTRODPUCED
HERSELF TO
MR, LAURENCE
AN' GAVE HIM A
JAR OF APPLE
PERSERVES.

NEXT DAY

MY DAD SAY

THEY'RE KEEPING

AN EYE ON YOUR
FAMILY, TO MAKE

SURE YOU DON'T
STEP OUTTA




IGNORANTY!

YOU'RE
JUST MAD
'CAUSE IT'S THE

7 SOMEDAY THAT

by HUNTER'LL DRAG YOUR
WHOLE FAMILY AWAY! DAD
SAYS ALL WITCHES GO BAD,
SOONER OR LATER.

THAT'S A L/IE!
YOUR DAD IS-I1S

GIRLS! THAT'S

ENOUGH. YOU'RE OLD
ENOUGH TO BEHAVE

LIKE PROPER
LADIES!

Im
NOT GIVING




I
LOTS OF
THINGS ARE Lo
GOING MISSING FEW DAYS
LATELY! AGO. i
I

CAN'T

FIND My

S | INKPOT.

[}
? @) [
| &
MAMA SAYS
MR. LAURENCE
WILL JOIN US FOR
DINNER TONIGHT, AND —
HE’S GOING TO READ —
SOME OF HIS
THAT SOUNDS SPEECHES!
CAPITAL! P'yYou

WANT SOME LIMES
TO TAKE HOME?
YOUR MOTHER

COULD MAKE
MARMALADE!

MR, DAVIS,
AMY HAS PICKLED
LIMES IN HER DESK,
AND You SA/P WE
WEREN'T TO HAVE
THEM IN THE
SCHOOLHOUSE
ANY LONGER!

THEM oUT!
HE'LL HIT You

WITH THE RULER
FOR SLIRE IF HE
FINDS THEM!

1S THAT

~39~







THAT'S :; I DON'T ;l
ENOUGH, APPROVE

Jo. OF CORPORAL
PUNISHMENT, AND T
DISLIKE MR. PAVIS'S
MANNER OF
TEACHING.

THAT
VILLAIN!

JO AND I CAN DELIVER
IT TOMORROW AND
COLLECT YOUR
THINGS.

AMY, FOR NOW, T WANT
You TO STAY HOME AND
STUDY WITH BETH. T'LL

WRITE A LETTER

|\ WITHDRAWING

2SNIFF/z
IT-IT'S
JUST PERFECKLY
MADDENING TO THINK
OF THOSE LOVELY

LIMES EXPLODED ALL

OVER DUMB OL'
\. JENNY SNOW.

NOT SORRY
YOoU LOST THEM.
YOU KNEW YOU WEREN'T
SUPPOSED TO HAVE
THEM IN SCHOoOoL. You
BROKE THE RULES,
AND YOU DESERVE
SOME PUNISHMENT
FOR THAT. y

—~41~



NOW wWHo
couLp
THAT BE?

NO, JO, THAT'S ALL
RIGHT. I'LL DEAL WITH
IT. THE LOOK ON
YOUR FACE WOULD
SCARE THE
DEAD.

MAYBE
IT'S MR, DAVIS,
COME TO
APOLOGIZE.

I
HOPE IT
/S THE BIG
BULLY.

—49~




WON'T You
COoM|

MARGARET,
I'VE A BONE
TO PICK WITH

BETH, FETCH
THE MAJOR A
BOWL OF

GIRLS,

WHY DON'T You
ALL GO INTO THE
KITCHEN AND START
DINNER WHILE T
TALK TO AUNT
MARCH?




I HEARD ABOUT WHAT
HAPPENED WITH AMY,
AND NO, IT DOESN'T

MATTER HOW T
KNOW.

JOSEPHINE,
PLEASE...
I'VE HELD
MY TONGUE LONG
OH, DON'T ENOUGH. THIS IS EXACTLY
you EVEN WHAT I WAS AFRAID WOULD
START! HAPPEN. AMY NEEDS PROPER
SCHOOLING. SHE NEEDS TO
LEARN PROPER SELF-
CONTROL! NOT MORE OF
THIS TRANSCENDENTALIST-
NAMBY-PAMBY DRIVEL-
DRAVEL.




you
AND ROBIN
WERE NEVER ONES
TO THINK AHEAD. FOUR
GIRLS, AND NOT A ONE
OF THEM PROPERLY
EDUCATED IN
RESPECTABLE
MAGERY.

IT'S BAD
ENOUGH BETH IS AN
UNRAVELER, AND THAT
YOU'VE WASTED WHATEVER

TALENTS MARGARET AND
JOSEPHINE MIGHT HAVE HAD ON
POINTLESS HOUSE-CHORES AND

HEDGE-MAGIC.

AND WHAT ABOUT MY
WORK? PO YOU WANT
TO SEE AN ENTIRE
LIFETIME'S WORTH
OF RESEARCH GO
TO WASTE?

NO.
AMY NEEDS
SCHOOLING, AND
IT'S ONLY FAIR ONE OF
THE GIRLS CONTINUE
MY WORK AFTER I'M
GONE. I WANT You To
SEND HER OVER
EVERY DAY FOR ME
TO TEACH.
MIGHTN'T
SHE ALSO--




I TOLD You, MY TIME'S TOO
SHE'S TOO VALUABLE TO WASTE
LD ON A LOST
SHE’S CAuSE!
DEVELOPED
TOO MANY
BAD HABITS!

THE LAST TIME I SCRAPED
You oUuT OF DEBT, ROBIN
PROMI/SED 1I'D BE ABLE TO
CHOOSE AT LEAST ONE OF I'LL
THE GIRLS AS AN EXPECT HER
APPRENTICE, AND T TOMORROW
CHOOSE AMY. MORNING.

ALL

HE'S A Y . RIGHT,
NICE, AGREEABLE ‘ . JOSEPHINE.
LITTLE THING,
AND SHE'S YOUNG
ENOUGH I CAN
MAKE SOMETHING
OF HER.




>

I
JUST DON'T f——
UNDERSTAND D I'm CERTANLY

WHERE THAT BOLT OF
: 7 NOT THE ONE WHO
SILK COULD'VE GONE! TOOK IT! BESIDES,
I PUT IT RIGHT ON THE YOUR GIRL HAS
TABLE IN MY SEWING 2 = ENOUGH GOWNS
ROOM, AND T NEED IT WHAT DOES SHE |

TO FINISH SALLIE'S /- - NEED ANOTHER
NEW GOWN. ; » 7 FOR?
& ! \ )
a_{‘ ‘
hy
OF, ~
YOU'RE A
FINE ONE TO
LECTURE
ME!
b
»

I CAN'T BELIEVE MRS.
GARDINER AND MRS, KING
ARE FIGHTING LIKE THAT/

THEY'VE ALWAYS
GOTTEN ALONG
WELL/

NO
WONDER
MR, LAURENCE
WAS SENT TO
INVESTIGATE!

I'D
RATHER
GIVE PAVIS
A PIECE OF
MY MIND.

WHY DON'T
You GO TO THE
STORE AND GET
THAT STUFF YOU WANTED
MARMEE WANTED TO GO, Too.
FOR DINNER DON'T You
TONIGHT? NEED A NEW
PEN?




LOOK, I'M GOING TO DO THIS
WHETHER YOU WANT ME TO OR
NOT. THE QUESTION 1S, DO You
WANT TO STAND AROUND
BEING EMBARRASSED
WHILE I DO IT?

~48~






MISS MARCH, T MUST SAY, I'M QUITE
ASHAMED OF MY ACTIONS, I'M
NOT THE MOST EXPERIENCED
TEACHER, AND I LET MY
FRUSTRATION GET THE
BETTER OF ME.

DO You THINK IT WOULD PROBABLY
HELP MATTERS IF T NOT RIGHT NOW,
APOLOGIZED TO YOUR NO. AMY'S STILL
MOTHER DIRECTLY? T PRETTY FIRED UP
WOULD HATE TO = ABOUT IT, AND
LOSE AMY AS A IT-IT'S NOT JUST
STUDENT. You, MOTHER FELT
SOME OF THE
GIRLS WERE A
BAD INFLUENCE
ON HER, AND
ANYWAY, AUNT
MARCH...

ER,
ANYWAY,
MAYBE IN A
WEEK OR TWO.
NEITHER OF THEM
ARE THE TYPE
TO HOLD A
GRUDGE.

I'Mm
GLAD TO
HEAR IT.




o)

WHAT
HAPPENED?
YOoU LOoK
COMPLETELY
FLUMMOXED.

2

/[
W VN

a aI
GOT YOUR
k :

~51~



TO GO TO AUNT
MARCH'S,

~59~






AUNT MARCH. I-T
WANTED TO ASK
You TO CONSIDER
TEACHING ME,
Too.

Wv

JOSEPHINE,

IF YOU REALLY
WANT TO MAKE
YOURSELF USEFUL,
YOU CAN GET INTO
THE KITCHEN AND
POLISH UuP My
SILVER,







I KNOW WHAT YOUR PARENTS HAVE TAUGHT You:
THAT MAGIC IS TO BE USED TO HELP THE COMMON MAN,
AND DON'T GET ME WRONG, I CERTAINLY HAVEN'T
GOT A PROBLEM HELPING PEOPLE, WITH EITHER
MY MONEY OR MY MAGIC, /F THEY SEEM
WORTHY ENOUGH. BUT THAT'S
NOT A MAGE'S FIRST
RESPONSIBILITY.

prepee o

WANT US TO USE (e Sikaist)

OUR MAGIC 1O BE SCENDENTALIST
INDEPENDENT, 50 BIBBLE-BABBLE.

WE CAN FOCUS ON
SELF-IMPROVEMENT,

INSTEAD OF ON

MONEY.

IT'S
ALL WELL AND

GOoD, I SUPPOSE,
BUT IF THE MAJORITY
OF MAGES DECIDED TO \ v

ADHERE TO THOSE

BELIEFS, WE'D ALL

BE DOOMED.

GO
AHEAD AND
TOUCH THE

DOOR.




Now

YOU'LL BE ABLE

TO ACCESS MY
WORKROOM, AND MY
WORKINGS WILL OBEY
YOU. AS LONG AS I'M

HERE WITH You,

OF COURSE.

I'VE DECIDED TO
DESIGNATE YoU AS
MY BENEFICIARY.
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YES, AND DO YOU KNOW WHY IT
HAPPENED? BECAUSE THOSE IN POWER
FELT THREATENED BY NEW KNOWLEDGE.
THEY WERE CONTENT WITH THE STATUS
QUO. THEY OUTLAWED AND DESTROYED
MUCH OF THE RESEARCH BEING
CONDUCTED AT THAT TIME. THEN
THE PLAGUE ARRIVED AND
SWEPT THROUGH EUROPE
LIKE A STORM.

ENTIRE
FAMILY LINES
WERE SHATTERED.
NOW, MAYBE IT WOULD

WE'LL NEVER KNOW.

BUT IT IS OUR DUTY, AS

MAGES, TO PO OUR

BEST TO ENSURE IT

NEVER HAPPENS
AGAIN.

— SN

HAVE HAPPENED ANYWAY. ——

MAGIC, FIRST AND FOREMOST, MUST
ALWAYS BE A PROCESS OF
DISCOVERY AND EXPERIMENTATION.
ALL OUR PROGRESS IS BUILT ON
SHARED RESEARCH. I'VE
BUILT ON MY FATHER'S
AND YOU WILL BUILD
ON MINE.

~59~

THAT
1S A MAGE'S
FIRST TRUE
OBLIGATION.

YOUR
PARENTS HAVE
FORGOTTEN
THAT.







AW
C'MON...CAN'T
I SEE?

YOU'RE TOO MUCH OF A
BABY, YOU WOULDN'T
UNDERSTAND IT.

YOU'RE
JUST
JEALOUS!

BECAUSE AUNT
MARCH IS
TEACHING ME
INSTEAD OF
you!

OH, MIND
YOUR OWN
BUSINESS!




WHAT'S
GOING
ON?

GRANDFATHER'S
BEEN CALLED
OUT FOR AN

INVESTIGATION.

THEY
THINK IT MAY
BE SABOTEURS,
MAYBE SOUTHERN SPY-
MAGES. HOME OFFICE
DECIDED IT'S A HIGHER
PRIORITY THAN THE
INVESTIGATION IN
CONCORD.
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WANT TO
GO WITH
HIM?

HE
WON'T LET ME.
HE DOESN'T WANT
ME TO BE AN
INVESTIGATOR.

HE SAYS HE'S GOT
DIFFERENT PLANS FOR
ME. HE WANTS ME TO GO

TO COLLEGE AND BECOME
A WELL-HEELED MAN
OF SOCIETY.

‘HE SAYS IT'S TOO
DANGEROUS.”

M0

You, A SOCIETY
MAN? T'LL BELIEVE
IT WHEN T SEE IT.
YOoU'D FIT IN
'‘BOUT AS WELL
As ME.
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HAT'S

Wi
HAPPENED?




I
CERTAINLY NOT

GOING TO TRUST MY
BROTHER'S CARE TO

SOME HALF-TRAINED

PON'T You
WORRY ABOUT
YOUR FATHER.
HE'S GOT THE
CONSTITUTION
OF AN OX.

7/ JUST MAKE
SURE YOU KEEP
UP WITH YOUR
LESSONS WHILE
WE'RE GONE.

RUN
DOWN TO THE

TELEGRAPH OFFICE,
JO, AND SEND A NOTE
TO THE HOSPITAL TO

LET THEM KNOW

WHEN WE'LL BE

ARRIVING.

WE'LL LEAVE FIRST
THING TOMORROW, ON
THE SEVEN O'CLOCK
TRAIN. I'LL COVER
THE COST OF YOUR
TICKET, OF
COLIRSE.

THANK
You, JOSEPHINE.
THAT'S VERY
KIND OF
you.

NOTHING OF IT.
GOD KNOWS, T PAY
FOR MOST EVERYTHING

AROUND HERE, WHY

SHOULD TH/S BE ANY

DIFFERENT? I SUPPOSE
ROBIN MAY PAY ME
BACK SOMEDAY, BUT

I DON'T COUNT
ON IT.




N

||y

IF ONLY
I couLp

HELP..AUNT
MARCH THINKS
SHE'S SO MLICH







I'M SORRY TO
HEAR ABOUT YOUR

[ — FATHER. T HOPE
; HE'LL SOON BE
, WELL.

THANK YoU,

MR. PAVIS. T

HOPE YOU'RE
RIGHT. 1

IT IS QUITE A

BECOMING LOOK

FOR YOU. VERY A
FASHIONABLE. /a/

YOU'RE A
TERRIBLE LIAR,
BUT THANKS
ANYWAY,
MR. DAVIS.

AND...YOUR

DOLLARS
FOR IT.

DOESN'T
MATTER. IT'S
ONLY HAIR, AND
IT'LL GROW BACK
SOON ENOUGH. T
L\ FEEL SILLY WAILING
ABOUT IT T'LL /
STICK A RIBBON
ONIT.
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\
TSOLe 1o RAlsew

MONEY FOR
FATHER. THE
BARBER GAVE ME
TWENTY-FIVE




you'p
MAKE AN
INTERESTING
OPHELIA.

SOMETIMES ALL You
CAN DO IS WHAT You
HAVE DONE, AND
THAT HAS TO BE
ENOUGH.

38/GHrz T JUST WISH THERE WAS

<

SOMETHING ELSE T
COULD DO. SOMETHING
A LITTLE MORE EPIC
THAN GETTING A
HAIRCUT.

MY PARENTS ARE
MAGE-LORDS. THEY OWN
A PLANTATION IN SOUTH
CAROLINA, AND THEY TAUGHT
ME SLAVERY WAS NORMAL,
THAT OWNING OTHER
HUMAN BEINGS WAS
OUR GOD-GIVEN
RIGHT.

I SAW
TERRIBLE
THINGS GROWING
UP. HORRIBLE ABUSES
METED OUT BY MY
FAMILY. NONE OF IT FELT
RIGHT, BUT I COULDN'T
BELIEVE MY PARENTS
WOLILDELIE TO
ME.

YOUR NEW NEIGHBOR?
I READ HIS BIOGRAPHY.
IT CHANGED MY
WHOLE WAY OF
THINKING.

I
CONFRONTED
MY MOTHER

AND FATHER AND...IT
WENT ABOUT AS WELL
AS YOU'D EXPECT. TO

MAKE A LONG STORY
SHORT, T WAS FORCED
TO LEAVE HOME. T
CAN'T EVER GO
BACK.




I'M..I'M SORRY. T CAN'T

IMAGINE MARMEE AND FATHER /&

CASTING ME OUT LIKE f
THAT.

I'M AFRAID THAT
MAY BE WHY T
OVERREACTED,
REGARDING YOUR
SISTER.

THE
WAY SHE ABUSED

/ THEY
WERE ALREADY LK HER POWER AND
FAIRLY UNHAPPY 5 ] ASSAULTED MIS5
~ | WHEeN I cHose 2 SNOW...T'M ASHAMED TO
TO ATTEND N % SAY IT, BUT I FORGOT
TEACHER'S @ q SHE'S ONLY A CHILD. IT

REMINDED ME OF WHAT
I SAW GROWING UP.
WHAT I MOVED TO
CONCORD TO
ESCAPE.

COLLEGE.

I KNOW YOUR MOTHER AND
FATHER ARE GOOD, HONORABLE
PEOPLE. THOUGH I'M NOT A
TRANSCENDENTALIST MYSELF,

I HAVE NOTHING BUT
RESPECT FOR IT AS A
PHILOSOPHY.

BELIEVE ME, I'VE SEEN FIRSTHAND HOW
EASY IT IS FOR A MAGE TO CONVINCE
THEMSELVES THEY'RE MORE
WORTHY, MORE IMPORTANT, THAN
NON-MAGIC USERS. IT'S EASY TO
CONVINCE OURSELVES THAT IT'S
OUR RIGHT TO USE OUR
POWERS IN ANY WAY
WE'D LIKE.

HATE TO SEE
SOMEONE WITH
SUCH BRIGHT
POTENTIAL AS AMY
HEAD DOWN THAT PATH.
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KEEP AN EYE ON THE HOUSE-
SPELLS. YOU DON'T WANT THE
FOOPD IN THE PANTRY GOING BAD,
OR RACCOONS GETTING INTO
THE CHICKEN COOP. I'M SURE
YOU'LL HAVE THAT NIGHTIE
FINISHED BY THE TIME T
GET BACK, AND T
CAN'T WAIT TO
SEE IT.

AMY, T'LL WANT
TO SEE YOUR
COPYBOOK
WHEN I GET
BACK.

SCOUGH:

BETH,
You TAKE CARE
OF THAT COLD.
THERE'S A CUP OF
HOT TEA WAITING
FOR YOU IN THE
KITCHEN.

AND You, MY BRAVE
ONE. MAKE SURE You
KEEP A HAT ON, T
DON'T WANT You To
CATCH coLD,
TOO.

I'LL
SEND WORD
AS SOON AS




I CAN'T
BELIEVE WE'RE
MESSING UP THE
HOUSE-SPELLS
ALREADY.

THEY'RE
FROZEN.

HOW'S MAKE SURE AMY HEADS
BETH? OVER TO AUNT MARCH'S TO
: STUDY, WILL YOU? THE OLD

BAT'LL HAVE OUR HIDES

IF SHE FALLS BEHIND

ON HER LESSON
PLAN.

SHE ISN'T
BETTER, BUT
SHE DON'T
SEEM ANY
WORSE.

THAT'S
SOMETHING, AT
LEAST. I'LL TAKE

HER UP SOME
MORE TEA, ONCE
I GET THIS
FIXED.
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--WANT
SOMETHING
DONE ABoUT
THIS Now/

Wi

E—| , ‘ A
- ' N =l ‘ ; I'M ASKING
—= = N /1S FOR YOUR
GRANDFATHER
7O DO HIS JOB! T
NEED THIS TAKEN
CARE OF! NOT
TOMORROW, NOT
) THE DAY AFTER,
OPAY/!

W
it _2 -
| ===

BETTER GET
GOING TO AUNT
MARCH'S. I'D HATE
FOR YOU TO MISS A
MOMENT OF

JO, WAIT
4 YOUR LESSON
FOR ME! T TIME.

WANT TO GO,
(=)




HEY,
LAURIE! WHAT
WAS THAT ALL
ABOUT?

ONE OF MR. LOWELL'S COWS WENT
MISSING. HE'S PRETTY UPSET ABOUT
IT. HE SAYS SHE WOULDN'T GO
WANDERING OFF.

HE’S BEING
RIDICULOUS! COWS
WANDER OFF ALL THE
TIME! WHAT, DID HE READ
THAT ARTICLE IN LAST WEEK'S
PAPER ABOUT THAT
CONFEDERATE SPY SOMEONE IN
BOSTON FOUND HIDING BEHIND
THEIR BARN, AND NOW HE
THINKS THERE MIGHT BE
ONE HERE IN CONCORD

STEALING HIS
LIVESTOCK?
& g
e
ACTUALLY...
o FOR THE MOST
PART, YES.

I DON'T
KNOW WHAT

TO Po.

GRAND-
FATHER WOULD
NEVER WANT ME
TO INVESTIGATE
ALONE...

HE'D SAY
IT WAS TOO
DANGEROUS.

BUT,
HONESTLY...I'M
WILLING TO BET THE
COW JUST WANDERED
OFF, WHATEVER
MR. LOWELL
THINKS.




Ip
LIKE TO
SHOW HIM T
CAN HANDLE
THINGS IN HIS
ABSENCE.

v
FINE. T'LL ,
HELP. WE'LL BUT I THINK IT'S MUCH

MORE LIKELY WE'RE GOING
522K NI o TO BE TROMPING THROUGH
OCETHER AT THE WOODS LOOKING FOR

REALLY MAGIC A LOST Cow,
AT WORK.

OH,
BROTHER/!
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SGRUMBLES




YOUR
MOTHER IS
GOING TO BE
REALLY ANGRY
WHEN SHE FINDS
OUT WE TOOK
BETH OUT OF
THE HOUSE.

IT's
JusT A
COLD, LAURIE,
AND T'M DYING
FROM BOREDOM.
MEG'S AFTER ME
ALL DAY
LONG! oo
SOME MORE
TEA, BETH, JUST
ONE MORE
cupr”

IF MR. LOWELL'S RIGHT
AND SOME CONFEDERATE
SPY'S MADE OFF WITH
OL' BESSIE, YOU'LL BE
GLAD WE'VE GOT BETH
WITH US. SHE'S A
DISRUPTER.

WHAT
DOES THAT
MEAN?

IT
MEANS MAGIC
DOESN'T WORK
RIGHT AROUND ME
A IF I DON'T WANT
IT TO.

SHE'S
REAL GoOoD
AT SENSING

MAGIC,
Too.

YES, AND IF
ANYONE WANTS A
SCARF KNITTED OR
A SOCK MENDED
OR A NICELY-TAMED
KITTEN, I'M THE ONE
THEY SHOULD
COME SEE.

GO
AND SEE IF
/] MR LOWELL WILL
GIVE US PERMISSION
TO GO TRAMPING ALL
OVER HIS PROPERTY.
I'D HATE T'GO HOME
WITH A RUMP FULL
OF BUCKSHOT.




L

C'MON, JO. LET'S
GET OUT OF
SIGHT.

IF MR. LOWELL'S ALL
FIRED UP ABOUT MAGES,
WE DON'T WANT TO
GIVE HIM AN
EXCUSE...

WHERE
SHOULD WE
START?

THEY MUST
NOT BE HOME--
I KNOCKED
BUT NO ONE
ANSWERED.

GOOP. WITH
ANY LUCK, WE CAN
FIND OL' BESSIE AND
HAVE HER BACK IN HER
STALL CHEWING CUD
BEFORE THEY GET HOME.
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I KNEW IT'D
BE SMART TO
BEFRIEND A
RICH BOY.

I
AGREE! T'LL
PAY FOR HOT
CIDER FOR US

ALL.

THE BARN,
I'DSAY.IT'S
THE MOST LOGICAL
PLACE. WHO KNOWS,
MAYBE SHE'S COME
BACK ON HER
OWN.

IF SHE |5,
LET'S NOT GO
STRAIGHT HOME.
LET'S GO INTO
TOWN.

you
SHOULD COME
OVER FOR DINNER
TONIGHT, LAURIE. YOU
SHOULDN'T BE LEFT TO
RATTLE AROUND IN
THAT BIG HOUSE
ALL ALONE.

I
AGREE WITH
BETH.

ALL
THAT SOLITUDE
1S GOING TO
MAKE You GO

STRANGE.

BETH AND T'LL HOLD --AND THEN WE CAN RETIRE
AN IMPROMPTU TO OUR DINING ROOM FOR A
FINE TEN COLIRSE MEAL

FOLLOWED BY TEA AND

CRUMPETS IN THE
PARLOR.




THERE'S
SOMETHING...

SOMETHING
IN HERE.

I-T DON'T THINK THAT
COW JUST WANDERED
OFF. THERE'S
SOMETHING BAD
IN HERE.

SOMETHING
PARK.




MAGIC?

1S THAT
SORT OF
SPELL EASY
TO CAST?

I-T THINK
S0.

IT
FEELS LIKE

SOMETHING
ELSE, TOO.

THEN
WHAT ARE
THEY THINKING
MAKING OFF
WITH A WHOLE
cow?

I KNOW WE JOKED
ABOUT IT BEFORE BUT...

ALoT WHAT IF THERE 15 A
OF BAD
IT, BUT THERE'S EMOTIONS.

CONFEDERATE MAGE IN
CONCORD? SOMEONE
TRYING TO MAKE
TROUBLE.

ORA
5PY, PASSING
THROUGH. MAYBE
STEALING SUPPLIES
FROM FARMHOUSES,
TRYING TO KEEP A
LOW PROFILE.

I CAN'T THINK WHAT THEY
HOPED TO ACHIEVE.
MR. LOWELL NOTICED HIS
COW MISSING--IF THEY
MEANT TO STEAL IT,
WHY NOT CAST
A GLANCE-

AWAY?

AMATEUR.

EASY
ENOUGH FOR
A SKILLED
MAGE.

AND FROM
EVERYTHING
I'VE READ,
SOUTHERN MAGES
ARE NOTHING IF
NOT SKILLED.




WHAT
ARE You
DOING?

—~

WHERE'D
YOU FIND
ouT ABOUT
THAT?

F

IT WORKS,
I'LL TELL You.
MAKE SURE You

KEEP YOUR POWER

TAMPED DOWN,
SO IT DOESN'T

INTERFERE.

IF

THIS WORKS

THE WAY IT'S
SUPPOSED TO, WE

SHOULD BE ABLE TO
TRACK ANYONE WHO'S

BEEN IN HERE FOR

THE PAST FEW

DAYS.



THEN WE'LL SEE

IF BESSIE JUST

WANDERED OFF
OR--




THEN You
SHOULD HAVE COME
HOME, WAITED FOR

A AND LET HIM HANDLE IT/

HE'S A TRAINED
INVESTIGATOR!

I CAN'T
BELIEVE YoU'D
DO SOMETHING SO
STUPID AND
DANGEROLUIS! AND
OVER A MISSING




|ﬂ )

AND HOW ARE You?
YOUR LEG ANY BETTER?
I CAN'T HEAL IT, You
KNOW, I'M NOT
FATHER.

I'LL BE
FINE.
THANK
You FOR THE
TEA, IT'S
LOVELY.

BEST
TEA I'VE
EVER
HAD.

THANK
Yyou.

OH GOOoD, YOU'RE
HOME. PINNER'S
GOING TO BE
ALITTLE
LATE.




)

/\ «\\\,,
aYaYal

BETH,
PLEASE DRINK
MORE OF
YOUR TEA.




HOW DID You EVEN
LEARN THAT
SPELL?

IT
AIN'T NEW. T
JUST TRIED A
VARIATION OF THAT
ONE MARMEE TAUGHT
US FOR FINDING
THINGS WE'D
LOST.

IT'S
CERTAINLY
NOTHING MARMEE
OR FATHER EVER
TAUGHT US.

WELL,
STILL, YOU
SHOULD HAVE
KNOWN
BETTER.

ONE OF
YOU'LL HAVE
TO RUN A PLATE
INTO THE PARLOR
FOR LAURIE. WE
CERTAINLY CAN'T

EXPECT HIM TO
HOBBLE INTO THE
KITCHEN ON
THAT LEG.
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OH, DRAT/ I
DROPPED A PURL
STITCH.

HAS
ANYONE
TAKEN MY
JOURNAL?

OH, T HATE
KNITTING!

MARMEE
SAYS SEWING AND
KNITTING FOSTER

DEXTERITY AN'
INDEPENDENCE.







YOU STOLE ONE OF
AUNT MARCH'S
BOOKS!

1S THAT

THAT'S WHY YOUR
BACKFIRED/!

AUNT MARCH

SAID ONLY I CAN
USE HER MAGIC
'CAUSE T'M HER

BENFISHERY.

you
BRAT/




‘ ) BETH'S
PLEASE, RIGHT!
DON'T Ay |
THINGS YOU'RE
BOTH GOING TO
REGRET/

T e oTieR
T OTHER,
WE CAN TALK  AMY, you

SHOULDN'T
7V HAVE BURNED

ER
JOURNAL.

WHY
ARE you
TAKING HER

FA
LE

THER'S
ERS

NAL.




EVERYONE, JUST
CALM DOWN. T'LL GO
UP AND TALK TO AMY.

I'LL GET HER TO

APOLOGIZE. I
DON'T
CARE |F SHE
APOLOGIZES!
I'M NEVER
GOING TO
FORGIVE
HER/

WHAT AMY DID WAS WRONG,
BUT YOU'RE NO BETTER/
WHATEVER POSSESSED

You TO STEAL FROM
AUNT MARCH?

I'M NOT/ BUT YOU'RE CERTAINLY
ACTING LIKE A CHILD! You
KNOW MARMEE DOESN'T WANT
US LEARNING THAT
SORT OF

MAGIC!

SHE'S
UNHAPPY
ENOU@H,THAT

'S
LEARNING
IT.

PON'T
PRETEND
YOU'RE MARMEE!
YOU'RE NOT
MARMEE, SO
DON'T TRY TO

SOUND LIKE
HER/ ‘

I WANT
MY LIFE TO
AMOUNT TO

SOMETHING.

JUST BECAUSE YOU'RE
HAPPY LIVING THE
WAY THEY WANT,
DOESN'T MEAN
I AM!




PLEASE,
PLEASE CALM
DOWN!







EITHER
REALLY LATE
OR REALLY

o
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I DIDN'T WANT YOU TOUCHING THEM IN
CASE THEY WERE CURSED. THEY DON'T
FEEL LIKE THERE’S ANY MAGIC IN

I've
osBviousLy
ANGERED
SOMEONE, IF THEY'D...
DECORATE OUR
TREE LIKE
THIS.

WHAT ARE
THEY?

THE REASONS.
ANYONE WITH AN
AFFINITY WHO
CAN READ CAN
LEARN FROM
BOOKS. ‘

i~

‘MY GREAT-GRANDPARENTS WERE
MAGIC-USERS, YOU KNOW. THEY LEARNED
| THROUGH ORAL TRADITIONS. GRANDFATHER
TOLD ME THAT A WOULD-BE STUDENT HAD TO
EARN THEIR TEACHER'S TRUST BEFORE
THAT MASTER WOULD TEACH THEM.”

SLAVES

WHO ARE

CAUGHT USING
MAGIC, SLAVES
LIKE MY GREAT-
GRANDPARENTS,
ARE EITHER
LYNCHED, OR
BLINDED AND
MUTED.

THESE ARE A
WARNING.
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you
FALLING ON
ME DIDN'T HELP
IT ANY, BUT T
THINK T'LL
LIVE.




LAURIE'S
GONE BACK
HOME.

WHY'S IT
S0 COLD IN

NEARLY ALL THE
HOUSE-SPELLS ARE
DOWN, INCLUPING THE
ONE TO KEEP THE
FIRES GOING PDIDN'T
OVERNIGHT! You NOTICE
WHEN You
GOT uP?/

AND THE
PIPES ARE ,
FROZEN WHY'S
AGAIN! IT 50 coLD?

IT'S POSITIVELY
ANTARCTIC
IN HERE/




MEG

JUST FIX THE 1 7RiED.

I CAN'T

HOUSE-SPELLS
ALREADY,  NCONCENTRATE.

INSTEAD OF
MOANING
ABOUT




I'M GOING INTO
TOWN TO DO THE
SHOPPING.




15 THERE SOMETHING
You WANT ME TO
D\ PICK UP FOR
‘\, you?




--AND T CAN'T FIND PO YoU BELIEVE
IT ANYWHERE! MY HIM?
BOY SWEARS HE
DIDN'T TAKE
IT.

IAN'S NEVER BEEN
ONE TO TELL
FALSEHOODS.

%r
NoTiceg

WELL, MISS MARCH,
WHAT'LL IT BE

JUST SOME —
BAKING SODA, AND

A QUARTER POUND
OF COFFEE BEANS,
MR, PATTERSON.




WON'T BE
A MINUTE.

.

--EVER
SINCE
MRS, MARCH
LEFT.

MM-HM,

MAYB
MARCI
LY T

THE ONLY THING
KEEPING THOSE GIRLS
IN'LINE. AND NOW THAT

E
H WAS
IN

SHE AND Hi
SISTER-IN-LAW ARE
GONE...

]

ag

I HEARD THE YOUNGEST P\
ONE ATTACKED THAT |
SNOW GIRL IN CLASS T
WOULDN'T

A FEW WEEKS
AGo. SURPRISE ME AT
ALL IF IT TURNS
OuT THEY'RE
RESPONSIBLE. THE
OLDER GIRL HAS
AN AWFUL

A TEMPER.
s P\

ER
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I'M TELLING YOU, SOMETHING
WE/RD 1S GOING ON. I'VE BEEN ALL
OVER TOWN, AND IT ISN'T JUST
THINGS MISSING ANYMORE--
THERE ARE PEOPLE
DISAPPEARING/

50 You THINK WHATEVER
HAPPENED TO
MR, LOWELL'S COW |5
STARTING TO HAPPEN
TO PEOPLE?

THAT'S
RIDICcULOUS!

WHY
WOULD THEY
THINK

PEOPLE IN TOWN
ARE STARTING TO
TALK, AND THEY THINK
WE HAVE SOMETHING
TO DO WITH THE
DISAPPEARANCES!

THAT WE'RE
MISBEHAVING
BECAUSE MARMEE
AND AUNT MARCH
ARE GONE!

WE NEED TO PO
SOMETHING
ABOUT
THIS.

OH, T PON'T
KNOW...BUT You
EXPLODING THOSE
LIMES ALL OVER
JENNY SNOW SEEMS
TO HAVE MADE AN
IMPRESSION.

I DIDN'T
DO IT ON
PLURPOSE/




CALM DOWN! DON'T "
NETTLE EACH JO, WE CAN'T BE

SURE THAT'S
OTHER! WHAT'S GOING

BETH ON.
SENSED
SOMETHING AT

MR. LOWELL'S

FARM. DIDN'T.

Yyou?

THERE, YOU SEE?
WHAT IF WE TAKE HER
TO SOME OF THE
OTHER PLACES WHERE AS
THINGS HAVE GONE SICK AS SHE'S
MISSING? BEEN? NO, THAT'S
RIDICULOUS!
MARMEE WOULD
NEVER--

THERE WAS
SOME MAG/C
IN THAT BARN.
SOMETHING TWISTED.
I-T THINK MAYBE
IT TRACES BACK
TO A SINGLE
PERSON.

I-I'VE
GOT AN IDEA.
SOMETHING THAT
MIGHT HELP US
FIND WHOEVER
CAST THIS
CURSE.

AUNT MARCH TAUGHT ME
A WAY TO TEST SPELLS
BEFORE I CAST THEM. A
WAY TO VISUALIZE A SPELL,
BEFORE YOU CAST IT. 5O
YOou CAN BE CERTAIN OF
ITS SPHERE OF
FLATULENCE.




1S
THIS A
DIFFICULT

SPELL TO
THE ONLY
CAST? PROBLEM 15, T
DON'T KNOW WHAT
TO USE AS A FOCAL
POINT FOR THIS
SPELL, SINCE IT ISN'T
ONE OF MINE.

JO AND I CAN BE THE
Cb
THAT
WERE
HEX, AFTER NEARLY BLOWN
: THROLIGH THE
WALLS By IT,

You MEAN.

YES, BUT THAT MAKES SENSE.
WE FELT IT. AND YOU COULD CAST
IT LEFT ITS THIS SPELL HERE,

IMPRESSION ON RIGHT, AMY? THERE'S
us, IF THAT'S NO NEED TO TAKE
WHAT WE CAN BETH TO AUNT

CALL IT. MARCH'S.,

OH,
CERTAINLY!
IT'S VERY
UNCOMPILCATED.




NO. HE'S
NOT A MAGE.
WE DON'T KNOW
IF HAVING HIM
HERE WOULD
MUDDLE THIS
SOMEHOW.

LAURIE
WAS THERE,
TOO, MAYBE
WE SHoULD

GET HIM.

AND IF THIS SPELL
BACKFIRES THE WAY IT
DID IN THE BARN, WE'LL
BE ABLE TO PROTECT

OURSELVES BETTER
THAN WE WOULD
LAURIE.




SOMETHING
THIS BIG--
IT COULD BE
AFFECTING ALL
OF CONCORD!

NO, Jo!
WHAT IF WE
UNRAVEL [T AND
WE AREN'T ABLE
TO RETRIEVE THE
PEOPLE IT'S
ABSORBED? g

DON'T KNOW
ANYTHING ABOUT
HOW THIS WORKS,
OR WHY IT TAKES
THE PEOPLE AND

THINGS IT
TAKES.

LOOKIT
THE WAY
EVERYTHING
1S INNER-
CONNECTED.

IT'S
HUGE-
ORMOUS!




WE
CAN'T
JUusT PO
NOTHING!

.
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I JUST DON'T SHE'S AN
UNDERSTAND UNRAVELER...
WHAT'S WRONG WHAT 16—

WITH HER. WHAT IF SHE'S
BEEN PROTECTING
UsS FROM THE
CURSE?

THE ENERGY EXPENDITURE... IF THAT'S THE CASE,
IF IT'S SOMETHING SHE'S DOING WE SHOULD GET
UNCONSCIOUSLY, SOMETHING LAURIE AND BRING
SHE CAN'T CONTROL, THAT HIM OVER HERE.
75N A B PROTECTED,
[ )
) MAYBE...
HER MAYBE THE Too.
WHAT DO THINGS THAT HAVE
YOU THINK SHE BEEN DISAPPEARING
MEANT, ABOUT IT\ ARE THINGS OTHER
BEING BASED IN PEOPLE WISH
ENVY? THEY HAD?

I
BET THERE'S
LOTS OF PEOPLE
JEALOUS OF THE
LAURENCES.




MEG, WE
HAVE TO DO
SOMETHING!

FIRST THING
TOMORROW WE'RE
GOING POWN TO THE
TELEGRAPH OFFICE,
AND WE'RE SENDING
A MESSAGE TO
MR, LAURENCE.

ONCE WE LET

HIM KNOW WHAT'S

GOING ON HERE, HE'LL

COME BACK WITH THE

WHAT OTHER WITCH-FINDERS,
GOOoD WILL AND THEY'LL FIND
THAT po?! WHOEV'I?IE’;/ DOING

15!




wouLp
YoU RATHER
WHAT IF WA'ﬁ;g’fEB._,ET“

WE CAN'T GET

A MESSAGE TO HIM?
LAURIE DOESN'T
KNOW FOR SURE
WHERE HE I1S!

AND WHAT IF
MR, LAURENCE'S TOO
WRAPPED UP IN WHATEVER'S
GOING ON WHEREVER HE IS TO
DROP EVERYTHING AND COME
RUNNING BACK TO CONCORD?

MARMEE
LEFT ME IN
CHARGE.

I'VE
MADE UP
MY MIND.

I'm
GOING TO
GET
LAURIE.







AMY. WE
HAVE TO DO
SOMETHING.
SSNIFF/Z MEG'S
B-BUT WRONG. BETH'S
ONLY GETTING
SICKER. T WON'T LET
HER LIFE HANG ON
SO MANY ELEMENTS
WE CAN'T
CONTROL!

WELL, WHAT DO You
PROPOSE WE DO,
MISS KNOW-(T-

ALL?

WHAT
DID You Do
WITH..WITH THAT
BOOK I TOOK
FROM AUNT
MARCH'S?

1S THERE ANYTHING
YOU'VE SEEN AT AUNT
MARCH'S THAT WE
COULD USE TO TAKE
APART THIS
CURSE?

I
TOOK IT
BACK TO AUNT
MARCH'S, OF
COLURSE.




ALL RIGHT. LET'S GET
OUR COATS. WE'LL
GO OVER THERE,
AND--

OH,
MEG WON'T
AGREE
WITH--

WOULDN'T
You RATHER DO
SOMETHING ?

MEG
DOESN'T KNOW
EVERYTHING. SHE
ISN'T ALWAYS
RIGHT.

MEG'S
GOING TO BE
MAD WHEN SHE
REALIZES WE'RE

. WE'LL

WORRY
ABOUT THAT
WHEN WE GET

BACK.




I CAN'T BELIEVE NO
ONE'S OUT HERE
.V KEEPING THE ROADS
LEAR/ IT'LL .
AwrUL MESS BY / \(SPTREITS

MORNING. WEATHER. MAYBE
THE CURSE IS
GETTING MORE
POWERFLL.

WHAT IF IT TURNS ouT
MEG'S RIGHT, AND WE
CAN'T TAKE IT APART, OR
WE DO AND IT ONLY
MAKES THINGS

BUT IF
IT /S GETTING
STRONGER, THEN
BETH'LL JUST
KEEP GETTING
WORSE AND
WORSE.

YOoU THINK MAYBE
REG'LAR PEOPLE

CAN FEEL
T?

I
7 _DON'T KNOW.
I'VE NEVER FELT
MAGIC LIKE THIS
BEFORE. ALL THE
HAIRS ON MY ARMS
ARE SJQNDING

LET'S GET WHAT You
NEED FROM AUNT
MARCH'S AND GO BACK
HOME. WE'LL WORK 4
OuT THE SPELL
THERE.

I
N'T
WANT TO BE
OUT ANY LONGER
THAN NECESSARY.




THIS I8 N
THE ONE. SHE
HAD ME GOING
OVER IT LAST

WEEK.

IT'S

GOT TONS

OF STUFF ABOUT
TAKING APART

SPELLS, TRACING
THEIR ORIGINALS,

THINGS LIKE

THAT.

I THOUGHT You
SAID You KNEW
WHERE |IT
wAasz/

THERE'S
NO NEED FOR
You To BE SO

CROSS.

LOT OF
THESE BOOKS
LOOK THE
SAME.










WHAT
WE THINK
ARDEOTNOGU g(IJ"ers o SOMEONE'S PUT

\ A CLURSE ON
IN THI.
WENAT:SR? G | [ CONCORD.

.

WE'RE
TRYING TO
I.JNRfI\_VEL
IT.

CAN FEEL IT,
TOO. IT'S GOTTEN
MUCH WORSE IN THE
PAST FEW HOURS.

A SPELL OF THIS
MAGNITUDE?
WE-WE
DON'T
KNOW WHAT
ELSE TO
po!

MEG SAID WE
SHOULD CALL FOR
MR. LAURENCE, BUT JO
SAYS LAURIE DOESN'T
KNOW FOR SURE WHERE
HE IS, AND BETH IS
GETTING MUCH, MUCH
MORE /LLER--

4




GIRLS, LET ME HELP YoU. IT'S BEEN
A LONG TIME SINCE I'VE HAD REASON
ALL RIGHT,  TO DO SPELL-WORK, BUT A SPELL
AMY, CALM  LIKE THIS ONE CAN BE INCREDIBLY
YOURSELF. DANGEROLIS, BOTH TO ITS
TARGETS AND ANY WHO MIGHT
TRY TO THWART ITS CASTER'S
WILL. THERE COULD BE
BOOBYTRAPS LAID
WITHIN IT.

WE'RE GOING TO WORK ON IT
AT HOME. T KNOW THERE
ARE THINGS MARMEE HAS

WE CAN USE TO CREATE
WARDS TO PROTECT
OURSELVES.

OOOCH,
THIS WIND/!
IT'S JusT
AWFUL.




I CAN'T BELIEVE
THEY'RE GONE/
WHAT CAN THEY
BE THINKING?/

WE
COULD GO ouT
LOOKING FOR THEM.

I CAN GET OUT THE
CARRIAGE--GRANDFATHER
AND I PUT THE SKIS
ON IT LAST WEEK.

NO--IT'S TURNING TO ICE
OUT THERE. YOUR HORSE
COULD BREAK A LEG,
AND I WON'T LEAVE
BETH HERE
ALONE. AND DON'T
EVEN THINK
ABOUT SUGGESTING
GOING OUT TO LOOK
FOR THEM YOURSELF.
I'M NOT ABOUT TO LET
You HOBBLE AROUND
ALONE IN THE
MIDDLE OF A
STORM.

LAURIE,
WHAT IF I'M
WRONG?

WHAT
IF WAITING
ISN'T THE
RIGHT THING
TO PO?

WHAT
IF Jo's
RIGHT?




ARE YOU WRONG ..NO. BUT THAT'S NOT
ABOUT THE RISKS OF WHY T WOULDN'T
] LISTEN TO

I
THINK I'M
AFRAID.

MARMEE
TRUSTS ME, BUT
IF I'M JUST USING

oF

MAKING A TO KEEP FROM

MISTAKE. HAVING TO MAKE
DECISIONS...

MOST LIKELY
JO'S TAKEN AMY
AND GONE OFF TO
PLUMFIELD IN A HUFF.
BUT YOU AND T BOTH
KNOW SHE'D NEVER
DO ANYTHING TO
RISK HURTING
BETH.

S0
I'M WILLING
TO BET THAT
THEY'LL END UP
COMING BACK HERE,
AND YoUu CAN TALK
TO HER AGAIN, AND
MAYBE You TWO
CAN COME TO AN
AGREEMENT.

THAT
SOUNDS LIKE
A GOOD PLAN.




WHAT ARE You
\ DOI:;JG C')zLIET ;;/LBLED?
I THINK \ ou'
I'LL PUT THE 7 slck!
KETTLE ON.
YOU FEEL LIKE
A cUuP OF

IT'S

BUZZING SO
LoUDP--T CAN
HARDLY HEAR

MYSELF
THINK.




WHERE
HAVE You
BEEN? IT'S

TERRIBLE OUT/
ARE YOU BOTH
ALL RIGHT?

. T o
 2AAVTARTAR P
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I
THINK I'VE
PROVED MY
POINT. THERE'S NO
NEED FOR FURTHER
VIOLENCE, 1S
THERE?

I AM SORRY
FOR THIS.

BUT T
CAN'T LET
YOUR SISTERS
TAMPER WITH
MY SPELL.

MR, DAVIS, JO TOLD ME
ABOUT YoU. SHE SAID THAT
YOU'RE A GOOD PERSON,
WITH CONVICTIONS
VERY LIKE OUR
OWN.




PON'T BOTHER TO CONTINUE
YOUR APPEAL, MISS MARCH.
I'VE MADE UP MY MIND.
MY SPELL WILL RUN
ITS COURSE IN
CONCORD.

my
SPELL NEEDED
SOMETHING, A
FEATURE TO HANG

ITSELF ON. AND WHAT
1S SOMETHING THAT

EVERY HUMAN

SUFFERS FROM?
ENVY.

50
NOW THE

PEOPLE WHO ARE
GRASPING AND JEALOUS
AND FILLED WITH ENVY WILL
LOSE WHATEVER IT IS THAT'S
MADE THEM SO ENVIOUS.
MAYBE THEN THEY'LL
LEARN TO VALUE WHAT

THEY ALREADY
HAVE.

MEG, I'M
WORN OUT.

I'M TIRED OF
TRYING TO GET
PEOPLE TO DO THE
RIGHT THING. I TRY
IN MY CLASSROOM,
BUT T SEE THE SAME
FAILINGS PLAY OUT
AGAIN AND AGAIN.
PEOPLE WITH
POWER WILL
ABUSE IT.

THERE

ARE SCRAPS

OF HOPE, BUT

THEY'RE LOST
AS LONG AS THE
LARGER SYSTEM

PERPETUATES
ITSELF. I CAN'T

FIGHT IT WITH

WORDS.

EVERYTHING
MY CURSE
ABSORBS GIVES IT
MORE STRENGTH,
AND THAT STRENGTH
WILL ALLOW IT TO
EXPAND FROM HERE
TO THE ENTIRE
COUNTRY.

THE
TRUTH 1S,
MEG, EVEN IF
YOu WANTED
TO...

..I DouBT
YOUR MAGIC IS
STRONG ENOUGH
TO INTERFERE
WITH IT.




WHATZ/

HOW DID
Yyou--




BETH BROKE HIS HOLD
ON YoU, AND THE
MAGIC REBOUNDED

ONTO HIM. THAT'S

WHY WE'RE
ALWAYS SO
CAREFUL WHEN
WE SPELLCAST
AROUND
BETH.

GRANDFATHER HAS
HANDCUFFS THAT
SUPPRESS A
MAGE'S POWERS.
I'LL GO GET
THEM.




IT'S HIS
SPELL! IT'S
BREAKING LOOSE
FROM HIS BINDING!
IF IT DISPERSES,
EVERYTHING IT

d  ABsoRBED WILL
) B GONE
A FOREVER!

~135~



AMY...
AMY. . WHEREVER
SHE (S, TAKE
















~141~















IN
MOST FAMILIES
THERE COMES, NOW
AND THEN, A TIME FULL
OF EVENTS. THIS HAS
BEEN SUCH A ONE, BUT IT
ENDS WELL, AFTER ALL.




(Gttle Witches




WE'RE GOING TO

HAVE TO REPLANT

THIS ENTIRE ROW
OF PEAS.




CAN You
GET HIM TO
TURN A LITTLE
MORE TOWARD
Yyouz?

BETH,
I NEED
You To HoLD
PERFEC'LY

STILL!

I'M SORRY/!
IT TICKLES!

How I THINK ABOUT A MONTH. IT WAS
LONG HAVE SUCH A COLD SPRING, AND HE
You BEEN LOOKED SO SMALL AND

FEED_‘I,NG HUNGRY.

IT?

IT WAS
GOOD FOR MY

ARTISTIC
DEVELOPMENT!

WE NEED TO MAKE A WARD.
THAT SHOULD BE ENOUGH
TO DISCOURAGE HIM FROM
DIGGING IN OUR
GARDEN.

WELL,
THERE'S
PLENTY FOR
HIM TO EAT
THIS TIME OF
YEAR/







THERE!

THAT sHouLp |
TAKE CARE OF |




I'M
WORRIED
ABOUT HIM,
Too.

you'p
BETTER GET TO
BED. WE'RE GOING
TO HAVE TO GET
UP EARLY TO
REPLANT THE
GARDEN.










I
MISSED HIM

Y so mucH..T MusT
HAVE AFFECTED
THE SPELL AND

TURNED [T INTO AN
ATTRACTOR!

WELL, WE CAN'T
JUST UNDO IT. SOME
OF THESE ANIMALS
WILL PAN/C OR
FIGHT!

WE'LL HAVE TO
PREPARE A
CALMING

~155~




ALL
RIGHT, WE'RE
READY.




CHAP!

=TI T T

HE
PROBABLY
WON'T GO
FURTHER THAN
THE BOTTOM
OF THE HILL.
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LEIGH DRAGOON was raised in a log cabin
in the Adirondacks, where she developed an
early love of reading and writing. She became
a fan of Little Vomen at age nine, after Beth’s
demise made her bawl herself to sleep. This
led to a life-long appreciation of the book.
After years of annual re-reads, she also became
fascinated with learning about Louisa May

Alcott and her family.

Leigh has several print publications of her
own, both graphic novels and prose, through
HarperCollins and Penguin. She adapted both
Richelle Mead’s Vampire Academy and Marie
Lu’s Legend series into graphic novel scripts.
She also wrote two prose Adventure Time
novels: Queen of Rogues and The Lonesome
Qutlaw, as well as creating original comics
stories and scripts for Mattel’'s Ever After High
and Disney’s Tangled.
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AQUICORN COVE
By Katie O'Neill

Unable to rely on the adults in her
storm-ravaged seaside town, a young
girl must protect a colony of magical
seahorse-like creatures she discovers
in the coral reef.
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THE TEA DRAGON SOCIETY
By Katie O’Neill

When Greta finds a lost creature
in the market, she learns about
the nearly-forgotten art of

Tea Dragon caretaking.
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E S @f’ﬁ"{ﬁi‘lq By Ted Naifeh and Warren Wucinich

Courtney Crumrin moves in with her

A uncle and learns there’s a complex
8 " od magical world of warlocks, witches,
&L and fae.
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MOONCAKES
By Suzanne Walker and Wendy Xu

T‘}im Nﬂﬁ Things

-+ Ten Narren 5

When teenage witch Nova's
childhood friend, Tam, moves back
to town, the two discover a sinister

group plotting to harness Tam’s
werewolf powers for
their own gain.

PILU OF THE WOODS
By Mai K. Nguyen

After running away from home,
Willow befriends a tree spirit,
Pilu, living in the woods near
her house.



ased on the classic novel by Louisa May Alcott, Little
Witches reimagines Jo, Beth, Amy, and Meg as four
young witches who are as eager to learn about themselves
and the world around them as their literary counterparts!

JO, BETH, AMY, AND MEG MARCH ARE FOUR SISTERS
living in Concord with their parents—Father, who’s tending
to soldiers fighting in the Civil War, and Marmee, who
teaches the girls simple but effective witchcraft. The
Marches have to keep their craft quiet, as there are many in
Concord who see magic in a bad light—especially after
things have begun disappearing.

When Mr. Laurence, a witch-finder, moves in next door to
investigate the missing objects, the girls fear for their
livelihood. But he turns out to be a kind old man, and his
grandson, Laurie, quickly befriends the Marches. As the
cold winter blusters on, the girls continue their education,
even as missing objects soon turn into missing people.

Things take a turn for the worse when Jo and Laurie try
investigating on their own, and a dangerous storm takes
hold of Concord. There’s powerful magic at play here—
stronger than anything the Marches, or even Laurie, has
ever seen before. Can they hope to defeat it? Or has the
magic already become too strong for them to fight against?

$12.99 US / $17.99 CAN

FANTASY/ HISTORICAL
978-1-62010-721-8
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