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/' AND SOMEHOW
YOU STILL HAVEN'T
FIGURED OUT THAT

THEY GO MORE THAN
ONCE IN THEIR
LIVES.

HE'S TWO, MORGAN! B AND WHAT
TWO! HOW'S THIS £ THE HELL
AMOLINT EVEN 3w IS THATZ
POSSIBLE? L—= ; ‘ j STRING?




EXPECTED ME TO
CHANGE THEM T MEAN...YEAH.
EVERY TIME? I FIGURED T COULD BE
THE PROTECTOR ANP YOU'D
BE THE ONE BURDENED
WITH ALL THE TERRIBLE
SACRIFICES.

YOU CAN GET AWAY WITH
TOS55ING GARBAGE THAT
WAY IN THE CITY, BUT
OUT HERE IT COULPD GET
US KILLED BY...BEARS?Z /S
LARGE CATS?
THINGS.

WHAT
PO YOU THINK,
MY BOYZ DADDY
PASS HIS FIRST
BIG TEST?

)

GOOP JOB,
GRIFFON.

HEY,
IT'S FINE.
DAD DOESN'T
| MIND GETTING
\ ALITTLEBIT
WET,




WE SHOULD'VE
ASKED FOR HELP! WE . 4
KNOW PEOPLE, YALE! A 2 A
CITY FULL OF PEOPLE WHO Ry WHY oD
COULD'VE PROPPED US ON /ol WE MAKE WE THINK WE

THE POORSTEP! THE THIS JOURNEY COULD PO THISZ
CHILDREN WOULD ALONE! IT'S THE WE'VE NEVER LEFT ]
BE SAFE! ONLY WAY WE'LL BE THECITY! T 4
;s ACCEPTED!

BELIEVED THIS
WAS THE RIGHT
PATH!

IT'S OKAY,
KID. I'M
HERE.







7/ THISIS V
THE PLACE.
JUST LIKE
THEY SAID, ‘3

e
</

_ I...0ON'T.
N7 IT's AN ARTISTIC STYLE THAT
O\ DOESN'T SHARE TRAITS WITH ANY
OF THE HUNDREDS T'VE STUDIED.
NOT EVEN ANCIENT ELVEN.

&) THIS PLACE IS

AS HAUINTED AS
GRANPMA'S SEX A
PUNGEON. J

WHAT IS T2
IT'S A BEAR,
ISN'T IT? TELL
ME IT'S NOT

NOT A BEAR,
MORGAN.
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BETTER NOT
BE YOU ACGAIN,
HAMISH! T'VE HAD
ENOUGH OF YOUR
PRAMA, YA BIG
BASTARD!

BEEN A
BAD BOY,
HAMISH!

COME
ON, NOW. YOU'VE
BROUGHT THIS ON
YOURSELF. WE BOTH
R KNEW THIS FRIENDSHIP
| COULDN'T LAST.




ESPECIALLY
WITH WHAT

YOU'VE DONE
TO Co8y.

'.‘l\!'
vz




I'M 50
GLAD YOU'VE
MAPDE IT BACK
IN ONE PIECE,
MORGAN.

IT'S NOT \
ALL GOOD OH, THAT 1S

a
CONCERNING, NN ) . A OH MY
ISN'T T2 DID \ oY /el GOOoDNESS...
YOU FIND 4 ¥ o/ NO...
8 (/

THIS 1S WHY WE PON'T
HAVE TRAPPOORS TO
ANCIENT PUNGEONS IN
OUR COLD STORAGE,
RuBY. &

Ki
I MUST SEEM
STUBBORN ABOUT
THIS, MRS. GLASS.

IT WOULD MAKE
EVERYONE'S LIVES EASIER
IF YOU WOULD LET ME FILL IN
THAT PAMN HOLE. Z'M PONE
SLAYING CRYPT STALKERS
AND CAVE LURKERS.

MY DUNGEON
IS PART OF FROSTBROOK

THIS TIME,
IT WAS COBY,
NEXT TIME, IT

COULD BE YOU.

OR WORSE,

THE CAT.




I SUPPOSE YOU'RE
RIGHT. IF YOU'RE
CERTAIN IT WILL PUT
AN END TO GIANT
VERMIN NIBBLING MY
PRESERVES...

I'M SENDING YES, YES. OF
THE MASONS, COURSE.
MRS, LYHR.

THE
VEGGIE PIE IN
THE WINDOW...
IT'S YOURS. FOR
YOUR TROUBLE,
LOVE.




NOW THAT WE'RE INSIDE THE V CAN YOU BELIEVE WE
ANTECHAMBER, YOU'LL NOTICE JUST HOW NOW STANPD IN THE EXACT
BEAUTIFUL THE ARCHITECTURE TRULY SPOT THESE MAGNIFICENT
IS. FROM THE SUPPORT PILLARS TO ARTISANS DID SOME
THE FLOOR, EVERY SURFACE WAS THIRTY-THOUSAND
HAND—geﬁ\éEg WITH A YEARS AGO?
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POOR BASTARDS LIVED MORE
INTERESTING LIVES THAN WE DO,
CRAZY SACRIFICES. ORGIES. THAT IS
THIS TOWN COULP USE A DISGUSTING.,
GOOP ORGY. EVERYONE

WHAT WAS THEIR WORLP LIKE?
I AN PYING TO KNOW. DID
THEY HAVE GRAND AMBITIONS,
LIKE US? LOVE LIKE WE PO?
PONDER PHILOSOPHY
AND ART...

\/
AS IF YOU WOULPN'T
RATHER BE IN A PRUNK
ORGY THAN HISTORY
CLASS.

PAD T'LL
SHUT UP.

NOW, IF YOU
THOUGHT THE ANTECHAMBER
WAS ASTONISHING...WELL, UP NEXT
IS THE TEMPLE'S MAIN CHAMBER.
FOLLOW ME.../IF YOU PARE/




WELCOME
TO THE BEATING HEART

OF HISTORY, CLASS, WE'RE

UNCERTAIN IF THERE WAS A
GARPDEN IN THE TEMPLE BEFORE

IT WAS ABANDONED, WE PO
KNOW THAT THE ACOLYTES OF

THIS PEAD RELIGION WERE

WELL-VERSED IN
HERBALISM.

THAT 1S
AN EXCELLENT
QUESTION. WHILE
THERE'S VERY LITTLE
EVIDENCE ABOUT THIS
PARTICULAR CULTLIRE,
WE CAN LEARN A
GREAT PEAL BY
THEIR ART.

THE VIHIRI WERE
PROLIFIC ARTISTS,
WHILE SOME MIGHT
VIEW THEIR WORK TO BE
PRIMITIVE, THOSE WITH
AN EYE FOR CRAFT CAN |4
SPOT METAPHORICAL
MEANING IN SIMPLE

m ICONOGRAPHY.
BT

IT /8 A MYSTERY. NO

I PERHAPS

WORLP, HE FELT IT WAS

. TIME FOR US TO

MAKE A GO OF

LIFE ON OUR
WN,

THE VIHIRI ART WITHIN V' A BALANCE OF LIFE
THE TEMPLE WAS MADE ~ BETWEEN THOSE THAT
BY TWO, OR THREE WORSHIPPED IT AND
INDIVIDUALS WITH A THAT WHICH NATURE,
PREPOMINANT THEME ITSELF WAS MADE A
OF NATURE. PLANTS, uP OF. A
ANIMALS.

DID HE TAKE

MAGIC WITH

HIM, TOO, MR.
GLASS?

1€

IT'S NEVER
REALLY GONE
AWAY--IT LIVES
IN ALL OF

THESE PEOPLE
COMMITTED THEIR
LIVES TO THIS PLACE.
I DON'T UNPERSTAND
WHY GOpP WOULP
ABANDON THEM.




SIGNED THE




!

HAMISH?

YOU FINALLY

I\ KILL THAT
[\ MONSTERZ /7" we camE TO AN
UNDERSTANDING,

I'M GUESSING
MRS. LYHR HASN'T

BUDGED ON HER POSITION

ABOUT THE COLD
STORAGE?

WHAT HAPPENED TO HER
POG. COULD'VE BEEN MAYBE IT
WORSE.

IT'S UNFORTUNATE, W’gy’

SHOULP'VE

BY SOME

/  MIRACLE, SHE'S

FINALLY AGREEP TO
SEAL THAT PAMN
PEATH HOLE. AND

THEY SAY G
1S DEAD.

YOU'D BE
HAPPY TO SEE
FROSTBROOK
PEVOURED BY

MONSTERS.




EVERYONE IS SO USEDTO  ©  LIKE...DON'T HAVE
THE PROTECTORS HANDLING THE A MONSTER TUNNEL IN
SMALLEST INCONVENIENCES, HOW YOUR DAMN FOOD
HARD IS IT TO KEEP YOURSELF PANTRY.
SAFEZ I'M TALKING FROSTBROOK
BASICS HERE. IS A LITTLE
ECCENTRIC.
YOU'RE A
PROTECTOR AND
THERE'S STILL
§ dig HONOR IN
YOU'RE ' THAT.
GOOP AT |
WHAT YOU DO,
MORGAN.

STILL? FROSTBROOK MAYBE YOU SHOULP AS. I TOLD
: COULPD USE A JOIN MORE CLASS TRIPS, YOU ABOUT THE
YOU KNOW GOOPp OLp- MOM. SEEMS DOMAR IS VIHIRI TOUR. YOU
WHAT T FASHIONED ASS- GETTING MORE ACTION SIGNED THE
KICKING. ) THAN YOU. FORM.

WELL, ANYWAY, DOMAR
WAS THERE...AND...HE
TOOK CARE OF THE
SPIDER. HARMLESS
LITTLE THING,
REALLY.




DOMAR ISN'T
ME, YALE.
COME ON.

I WAS
STUPID. YOU
CAN ROLL BOW
NEXT TIME.

IT'S...IMPORTANT TO ME.
T WANT THESE KIDS TO KNOW
HISTORY., WHATEVER SMALL
AMOUNT WE'VE LEARNED...
I WANT TO PASS
THAT ON.

WE MAY NEVER
KNOW THE FULL STORY
OF THE VIHIRI, BUT WE
SHOULD AT LEAST MAKE
THE NEXT GENERATION

CURIOUS.

WHAT IF THE TEMPLE WAS
SOME KIND OF NEXUSZ A
POWERFUL PLACE WHERE
MAGIC AND GOP ALL
COEXISTED.

...T SUPPOSE
ANYTHING 1S POSSIBLE,

GIVEN HOW LITTLE WE
KNOW. WHAT MAKES IT WAS

2 A FEELING T
YOU THINK THAT? HAD AFTER THE
TOLR.

YES.
= REMEMBER THE

YOU TROUBLEMAKERS [ NATURAL HISTORY. HAVE TO COLLECT A

GOT ANY NIGHT BUNCH OF SAMPLES FROM A STUPID
ASSIGNMENTS? LIST. WOULPN'T MIND SHOOTING
SOME BOW WHILE
WE'RE OUT...
CANT
— BORROW
YOURS?

- - SAFETY-- y

I KNOW, MOTHER. ONLY
POINT AN ARROW AT A
TARGET I INTEND
TOKILL.

CLEAR, THAT
SHOULDN'T INCLUPE

MAGNUS. LEAVE THAT
\_ POOR BOY ALONE.

I WANT YOU TO KNOW THE

DECEIT WAS BASED ENTIRELY

ON MY COLOSSAL FEAR
OF You.

&




you'LL
MOVE, MAGNUS.
YOU'RE SUCH A

BITCH!

I WON'T!
TAKE THE
PAMN SHOT,
COWARPD!




OH, HELL?
FOR THE BIRD?
THAT COULD'VE

BEEN ME!

PRETTY SURE YOU FAILED THE SO, A THE

AL:
ONE RULE MOM LAID ouT VIOLATION OF HELL YOU
FOR YOU, RANA. SAID RULE. DOING?

AND THIS IS WHY MY
PAD DOESN'T LIKE
ME HANGING WITH

you.

IT WAS AN WHY PO YOU
ACCIDENT. T WISH ALWAYS DO
RANA WOULP THIS?
BE MORE
CAREFUL.

FINISHED MY
ASSIGNMENT, YOU
HAVE FUN. I'M
GOING HOME.




You
ACT LIKE I'M
THIS HUGE PAIN IN
YOUR ASS, BUT,
WE'RE NOT 50
DIFFERENT.

WE BOTH
SENSED IT. OUR
CONNECTION...
IT'S NEVER LET

us POWN

BEFORE.

NO WAY! RANA
ALMOST KILLED
ME! REMEMBER?

WHAT YOU
SAID TO MOM
AND PAD. ABOUT
THE NEXUS THING.
I HAD THE SAME
THOUGHT.

YOU ACTUALLY
LISTENED TO
PAD?

NO.

I'M TELLING
YOU. IT'S LIKE
YOU SAID. A
FEELING.

WE
SHOULD
GO SNOOP
AROUND.

WERE A FE
INTERESTING GLYPHS.
COULD BE WORTH
SKETCHING IN MY
JOURNAL.

MAN UP,
MAGNUS.




YEAH.
MAN UP,
MAGNUS.




WE'RE
ADLULTS, WE LIVE
WITH OUR CHOICES.
DOESN'T MEAN WE
WON'T HAVE
REGRETS.

—
AR o AN DK
S % ‘: :‘4 XX %': b’({ %

K

BUT I LOVE OUR KIDS, AND THAT'S
WHAT THEY CALL A BALANCED
LIFE. YOU'RE ALWAYS GOING
ON ABOUT THAT.

I USED TO BE A SOLDIER.
JUST...KICKING THE EVER-LIVING
GODDAMN PI5S OUT OF PEOPLE.

AND I GOT PAID FOR IT.
PAID A LOT.

THAT SAVAGE ASS-KICKER
WAS THE WOMAN YOU FELL
IN LOVE WITH. NOW,
LOOK AT ME...

I LOVEP
YOU, THEN. T LOVE
YOU, NOW. YOU'RE A
WONDERFUL
MOTHE--

I'M AN AVERAGE
MOTHER ON A GOOP
DAY, BUT I'P GIVE MY

LIFE TO PROTECT THEM.

WHAT PARENTS COLLD /NSRS

ACTUALLY SAY THE
SAME?




THE CITY IS TOO
PANGEROUS FOR
THEM. FROSTBROOK
|6 REMOTE--

IT'S HOME.

WE'VE BEEN LUCKY TO
KEEP RANA AND GRIFFON
SAFE THIS LONG. WE OWE

THAT TO THIS TOWN...

EVENIFIT /S
BORING.

YOU LOVE
IT HERE. YOU CAN
TALK ABOUT SAFETY
AND THE KIDS ALL
YOU WANT, BUT I'M
NOT AN IDIOT. T
KNOW YOUR

you
LOVE THIS

IT'S FINE.

I GETIT.I'VE
MET YOUR FAMILY.
FAR FROM THEM IS

EXACTLY WHERE
YOU'P WANT

TO BE. YOU GAVE

UP A LIFE, TOO,
YALE. T FEEL LIKE
SOMETIMES YOU

FORGET THAT.

OR, IGNORE IT,

MAYBE?

YOU KNOW T CAN
PROTECT OUR TWO
MONSTERS,
RIGHTZ

I DON'T KNOW.

MAYBE. T GUESS T

NEEPEP TO HEAR

YOU SAY YOU STILL

BELIEVED IN
ME...
HAVEN'T
BEEN FEELING
TOO...ME...

LATELY.

BUT
YOU HAVE TO
HIDE SO MUCH
OF WHO YOu

IFA
TEACHER IS
ALL T EVER GET
TO BE, I'LL DIE
HAPPY.

WITH ALL
THESE HORSE-
SIZED SPIDERS IN
THE CLASSROOM,
COULP HAPPEN
SOONER THAN
YOU THINK.

YOU. THEY'RE
SAFE WITH US.
WHEREVER...




7 TsQUITE Y
STRANGE.

SAME.
MAYBE THAT'S
WHY THE
PUNGEONS
ARE OFF
LIMITS.

SHUT UP.
ALL OF
You.

LOOK
AT THIS.

WHAT DEFINITELY!
ABOUT THOSE ON THE PROWL,
SPIDERS? THERE'S LOOKING FOR A BIT OF
PROBABLY MORE OF REVENGE FOR KILLING ONE
THEM, ESPECIALLY HERE! OF THEIR BROTHERS.

H
AIR FEELS

DIFFERENT HERE. &
coLp.




THERE'S GOTTA BE . THE INHERENT PIFFICULTY TO
SOME...SECRET g OPEN IT MIGHT BE REASON
BUTTON OR I . pa ENOUGH TO LEAVE IT WELL
SOMETHING. ] ] ALONE, RANA. %

COME
ON, GRIFFON,
LIVE A LITTLE!

DAD'S
GONNA LOSE
HIS MIND IF WE
DISCOVER--

HAH! NOW
WHO'S THE
SMART--




¥
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THE SAGA CONTINUES...

WIEBE M, TR e =
OSTERLING - =

ON 4/15/20!
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NAMES: Ozma & Orion
PARENT: Zack Soto, Editor
AGE: Not quite 1 year old

SPECIAL SKILLS: Extreme snuggling, purring so
loud they keep you from falling asleep

SECRET ORIGIN: Litter mates found in a Walmart
parking lot and turned over to kitty foster care,
which in this case turned out to be my son’s
mom Krista’s girlfriend (Complicated? Or just
really Portland—you be the judge). Krista fell

in love with them immediately and they were
adopted as soon as humanly possible.

MARCH PET OF THE MONTH

KNOWN WEAKNESSES: Both cats are *obsessed*
with metallic pipe cleaners

MEOWING: More like croaking, it’s a little
Godezilla sound

FILTHY HABITS: Orion nibbles on the chandelier
just above the top bunk of our son’s bed

FAVORITE HANG SPOT: Both of them LOVE crawling
up to the top of a Christmas tree and just
hanging out on the limbs. No matter where they
are, though, they are completely inseparable.

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR

FRANCOIS VIGNEAULT is a freelance illustrator, designer, and cartoonist (not
necessarily in that order) living and working in Montréal, Québec. His work with

Geneviéve Pettersen on 13e Avenue (La Pastéque) was recently awarded the
prestigious Prix des Libraires. His sci-fi graphic novel TITAN comes out from Oni
Press in September!
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EZRA CLAYTAN DANIELS and deeply felt. A crucial
addition to the graphic
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