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FOR CONRAD & JOHN. 

Thanks for the adventures,
on paper and off. 





I met Yuko and Ananth for the first time in 2009, shortly after they moved to Brooklyn 

to start a new chapter of their lives, both on the pages of Johnny Wander and off. 

But I felt like I already knew them. It was as though we had already been friends for 

years. I could refer to the time George did that one thing, or Conrad said something 

witty, or John created a cantankerous riot (as John is wont to do). Even though I’d 

only read about these anecdotes in their comics, it felt like I had been there. 

Writing autobio comics is tricky business. I’ve been putting my own life into the 

pages of my graphic novels for the better part of a decade, but I have the advantage 

of a 20-year retrospective lens, so I’m not constantly gleaning my present-day life 

for kernels of interest. Yuko and Ananth channel the everyday, the mundane, the 

highs and lows of navigating adulthood, and for this I admire them greatly. 

Striking the right balance is key. It’s not easy to let your readers into your daily 

life, essentially allowing them to read your diary, while also keeping things fresh, 

universal, and most importantly, funny. But they are funny people. They are warm 

and caring and smart as tacks. Yuko really does geek out full tilt about dragons, 

and then grabs her pencil to scribble them in her sketchbook. Ananth really does 

like sugar. And books. And the human condition.

The two of them really will take you in, feed you a big curry dinner, sit you down 

on their comfy couch for an hour or two of TV or video games, and write or draw 

with you. (While John does the dishes.) They will ride in the backseat of your car 

on the drive to TCAF, and listen to Phil Collins with you, and then write a comic 

about how you guys just wanted food, but could only find massage parlors. (And 

Horseland Emporiums. Yeah. What gives, Toronto suburbs?)

Johnny Wander is my favorite comic on the Internet. It’s by two of my favorite 

people, both on the Internet and off. It’s about roommates and work and life and 

dreams and reality. It’s funny as heck. It’s about two people wandering, together, 

through the labyrinth of early adulthood. The reader wanders with them, stopping 

along the way to pet cats in laundromats, duck into doorways to get out of the rain, 

and brew a quick cup of tea to enjoy with a friend. Yuko and Ananth are my friends, 

and after you read Johnny Wander, you’ll feel like they’re yours, too. 

Raina Telgemeier, author of Smile

San Francisco, CA

May 2016
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There are a lot of people who we’d like to acknowledge from over the years. I’m 

sure some names have slipped my mind– so sorry for that!

Our parents, who can never be thanked enough.

George Rohac, who was there for the whole thing.

 

Mike Miller, for friendship and artisan marshmallows. 

Raina & Dave, for giving us such a warm welcome to New York. 

Eugene Ahn, for his enthusiasm and warmth. This dude is magic.

Tucker & Nina Stone, who championed us in a way that means so much.

Bergen Street Comics, for hosting the most killer release parties we ever had. 

Magnolia & Jones, two of our favorite people in the universe.

Samm Neiland, for all the cool stuff you sent our way.

L & Xtina, for Math Club. 

Lindsay & Alex, for being, like, really funny. 

Rachelle, for soju & Boka. 

Andrew & Claire, for your kindness and for dessert. 

Katie & Jordan, for always meeting us at Target at 1 AM.

Megan & Archer, for decades (and decades) of friendship.

Jamie & Audrey Noguchi, and little Hazel. Can’t wait to boulder with all 

three of you.

Mike Ey. You’re the best of us. 

Our readers, old and new, for laughing with us. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
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Yuko Ota & Ananth Hirsh live in Brooklyn, NY.

Yuko is a cartoonist. 

Ananth is a writer.

Their previous book was LUCKY PENNY.

They’ve worked with Oni Press, BOOM!, Dark Horse, Lerner Publishing, Red5, 

and more. 

In addition to their work with publishers, Ananth & Yuko have self-published 

CUTTINGS, a collection of fiction comics and related artwork. 

Ananth has a previous book with Oni Press, titled BUZZ! You can see more of 

Ananth Hirsh’s work with Tessa Stone on their latest collaboration, IS THIS WHAT 
YOU WANTED. 

Yuko and Ananth post comics at johnnywander.com. Their latest project is titled 

BARBAROUS.

Illustration by
Aatmaja Pandya
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Ananth Hirsh · Yuko Ota



“I LOVE IT! Penny is a human disaster after my own heart!”
- Noelle Stevenson, Nimona, Lumberjanes
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A new graphic novel from the creators of Johnny Wander!



i s thiswhatyouwanted.com

Ananth Hirsh · Tessa Stone · Sarah Stone



BUZZ! is ™ & © 2016 Ananth Hirsh and Tessa Stone. All rights reserved. 
Oni Press logo and icon are ™ & © 2016 Oni Press, Inc. Oni Press logo 
and icon artwork created by Keith A. Wood.

Available in all finer comics shops 
and bookstores.

FROM ANANTH HIRSH (Johnny Wander)
AND TESSA STONE (Hanna is Not a Boy’s Name)!

A hero is born as brazen word slingers
do battle in thrilling, high-stakes,

underground spelling bees!

NO

MISSPELLINGS,

NO MERCY!

BEE SOMEBODY...OR BESOMEBODY’S FOOL!



In 2008, Ananth Hirsh and Yuko Ota launched 
the auto-bio webcomic Johnny Wander. Eight 
years, four cats, and three moves are chronicled 
in this gorgeous hardcover omnibus, which in-
cludes a foreword by Raina Telgemeier (Smile, 
Ghosts). Hirsh and Ota’s charming reverie about 
new adulthood will appeal to fans of Kate Beaton,  
Bryan Lee O’Malley, and Jeffrey Brown — along 
with anyone who’s just winging it.

“Johnny Wander is 
my favorite comic
on the Internet.”

–Raina Telgemeier, author of Smile

johnnywander.com  onipress.com$39.99 US


