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160TA LETER FROMA FRIEND [
HADNT SEEN SINCE WE WERE TEENS,
SHEWAS INTHE DS, ONA LECTURE TOUR
SPEAKING ABOUT HER TRAVELS AS AN
INTERNATIONAL (NTERPRETER AND
WANTEDTO GET TOGETHER WOHEN
SHEHITLA.

[ WENT TO MEET HER AT THE LECTURE. 1 WAS REALLY STOKED O SEE Hol AFTERWARD, WE HIT UPTHETOWN. [ ASKED HER WHAT SHE WANTED TO SEE,
GROLN-UP TSE TS, | MEAN, PROFESSOR BANDELOS, HAD BECOME BUT ALSOA  MUSEUMS OR WHATEVER. SHE WANTED TO SE€ THE BROWN DERBY. [ HADTO
BIT INTIMIDATED, TO BE TRUTHFUL. LOHEN T FIRST METHER, SHE SPOKE FOUR ~ TELL HER THAT ITS BEEN A MINI-MALL FOR DECADES. SHe SETILED FOR JAY
LANGUAGES. NOL, 20 YEARS LATER, SHE WAS P TO NINE. SILVERHEELS'S STAR ON THE ALK OF FAME.

WE WENT T0 DINNER, WHERE SHE GRILLED ME ABOUT MY BORING LIFE. SHE  THER) WE GOT ON THE SUBJECT OF A MUTUAL FRIENID OF OURS WHO LIVES IN
SEEMED VERY (NTERESTED [N THE FACT THAT [ LWASTHE MANAGER OF SOME  TSETSES INECK OF THE LWORLD, AND LITTLE DID 7 KNOL) THAT THE NEXT FEW
g&ﬂb&/g\ggﬂﬁxﬁ\)ﬁ BOTTHEN, TSETSE WOULD BVILD ME UPIF T WERE A WEEKS OF MY LIFE WOULD TAKE QUITE AN INTERESTING TURN.

ENT.

LOOK, THROW IT AWAY,
MoMZ1 FOOND ) YO NEVER KNOW
ACOMB/ WHO USED IT.
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TSETSE AND I WERE TALKING
ABOUT OUR FRIEND ReNA, QUEEN
RENA TITANON TO BE EXACT, |
WOULDNT EXPECT ANYONE EROM
HERE TO KVOW WHO WE WERE
TALKING ABOUT, UNLESS YOU WERE
A BIG PRO-WRESTLING FAN IN THE
SO AND 605, SHE WAS
THE LOVENS CHAMPION
THROUGHOUT THAT TIME.

BOT YO ASK AN'YBODY IV MOST LATINN COUNTRIES AND YOU (NVSULT THEIR HER FANS RANGED FROM THE POWERFOL RICHTO THE POWERLESS POOR, AND
INTELLIGENCE. YOU (MAY AS WELL BE SPITIING ON THE POPE. SHES LIE THIS RENA,COMING FROM THE LATTER, USED HER POPULARITY TO HELP HER PEOPLE.
LEGENDARY FIGURE. THIS MODERN-DAY SAINT AMONG SAINTS. ONE THING LED TO ANOTHER, AND SHE BECAME & SYMBOL OF DPHEAVAL AND
REVOLT IN LATIN AMERICA, AND ALL SHE HAD TO DO WAS WRESTLE.

NOW, DECADES LATER, SHE LIVES ON SOME REMOTE |SLAND, HIDDEN AWAY | TELLTSE TSE 1L THINK ABOUT IT, BUT I REALLY DONT, 1 JUST 5O HOME, BACK
FROM HER COLORFUL PAST. JUST WHEN T THINK THAT MUST BE LIVING, TSE TO MY SAFE BOREDOM. THAT NIGHT HOPEY SCOLDS ME FOR MISSING OUTON
TSE TELLS ME THAT RENA IOULD LIKe METO COME VISITHER FOR A COUPLE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR A LITILE ADVENTURE IN MY LIFE. | CALL HER A FREAK,
OF WEEKS. 1 TELL HER T CANT AFFORD IT, AND SHETELLS ME RENA WILL PAY,  BUT THENVEXT THING [ KNOW 1S 10 O M WAY TO THE AIRPORT.

I HAVE O TALKTO

HIM EIRST, (1L CALLYOV
WHEN ITS YOUR TORN. A
NOW) GO PLAY.

GOPAY. 1 HAVE
TO CALL YOUR DADDY
LONG DISTANCE.

TALKTO HM/
1 WANIVA TALK
TOHMZ

BUTIDIDNT ¥ YO
WANT T WAKE  HAVE NO
HER. IDEA...

BUTIHADTD & ITAS
GOTOTHe STORE,  ONLY FOR A FEW
NACHO. MINUTES.
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SOHERE I WAS ON THIS PLANE
HEADED TO VISIT RENA. THE FLIGHT
WAS LONG, AND A MILLION HOLRS
LATER I HAD ARRIVED. OR I THODGHT
[ HAD ARRIVED. RENVA HAD THESE
INCREDIBLY SECRET ROWNDABOUT
INSTRUCTIONS ON How To
GETTOHER HOUSE.

FIRST [ HADTO FIND THE CABBY WEARING A HAWAIIAN SHIRT. TWENTY
CABBIES WERE WEARING HAWA(IAN SHIRTS, BUT ONLY ONE WAS
WEARING AN L.A. DODGERS HAWAIIAN SHIRT. HE DROVE ME TO A SMALL
CANTINA WAY AT THE EDGE OF TOWN, WHERE [ STUFFED MY FACE.

1 DONT THINK I COULD LIVE LiFe CONSTANTLY LOOKING OVER MY SHOULDER,
BUT THEN (01 NOT REAVA. AFTER THE BUS RIDE, ANOTHER CAR PICKED Me P
AND TOOK Me TO A BEACH, WHERE 1 ToOK A SMALL BOAT TO THE (SLAND.

\
A

X
x\ £S5

NEXT | WASTOTAKE ABUS TO THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE. THE BLS R(DE LOAS
PEACEFOL, BUT ALLTHIS SECRECY WAS MAKING (ME NERVOUS. RENA MADE A
LOT OF ENEMIES AS WELL AS ALLIES IN THOSE DAYS OF REVOLT AND
UPHEAVAL —THE KIND OF ENEMIES WHO NEVER FORGET.

TSETSE METMVE ONSHORE. WHY WE COULDNT FLY 18) TOGETHER (WAS NO
DOVBT ANOTHER RENVA TACTIC. BUT THISTIME 1 REALLY FELT LIKE I HAD

ARRIVED. THAT S, UNTIL WE HADTO WALK A MILLION MILES UPTO RENA'S HOUSE,
N

THROUGH

DAMA You, NACHO.
IF YOU WERE HERE, YOUD
SEE WHAT [ HAVETO GO

10 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES



RENA WAS ALREADY I BED ASLEEP
WHEN 1 GOT TO HER PLACE. TSETSE HAD
TO DASH OFF TOHER OWN HOME TO
(MAKE SURE HER KIDS WERE [N BED, TOO.
IT WAS ONLY 8:30 AND I WASNT
SLEEPY, BUT THE SILENCE IN THE

PLACE WAS SO DEAFENING THAT I WAS
AFRAID TO DO ANYTHING FOR FEAR

OF WAKING DP HER ROYAL HIGHNESS,
SO 1 ALSO WENT 0 BED.

THERE WAS A PORTRA(T OF RENA ABOVE MY BED. I HAD ALMOST FORGOTIEN
[VHATAN AWESOME SIGHT SHE WAS BACK IN HER HEYDAY, EVEN UPSIDE DOWN).

RETURNING TO BED.

1 WOKe UP N THE MORNING TO THE SOUND OF AN ANT CRAWLING ON MY FLOOR.

THE SN WAS BRIGHT AND HOT, AND OUT (ty THE BACK OF THE HOLSE, 1 COULD

BN

SEE RENA WRESTUNG WITH A TREE STUMP SHE WAS TRYING TO UPROOT.

IT TOOK ME FOREVER TO GET TOSLEEL BUT WHEN) I DID, I WAS WOKEN UPBYA
CREEPY FEELING THAT SOMEONE ELSE LOAS IN THE ROOM. I DIDNT DARE
MOVE. THEN T REALIZED IT WAS RENA CHECKING (N ON Me. CRAZY, BUT T
STILL DIDNT (MOVE. SHE SPENT THE NEXT HOUR PACING (I THE RODM BEFORE

1 SHOUTED TO HER NOTTOHURT HERSELE; AND SHE SHOUTED MY NAME AND
QUICKLY CAME TO GREET IME. ITHAD BEEN ABOUT A DECADE SINCE [ LAST
SAW HER, BUT T HAD TO ADMIT, SHE SURE HAD AGED. IT COULD HAVE BEEN
BECAUSE SHE HAD STOPPED DYEING HER HAIR. AND SHE IS 70-ISH, I GUESS.

0

-V 1
1M SICKOF
PERUA! ok rymis?

M=

[

N

51k S

cKsick .
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MY F(RST DAY AT RENAS
WASNT VERY COMPLICATED.
1 KINDA JUST FOLLOWED HER
AROUND, OBSERVING HeR
DAILY ROUTINE. WE TALKED
ABOUTHER, e TALKED
ABOUT ME.

WOULDNIT YOU KNOW [T, RENA WAS ALL EXCITED THAT T (WAS A STUPID O 1 HELPED RENA MAKE LUNCH. SHE SAIDTHE AVOCADOS WERE SENT ALL THE WAY
APARTMENT MANAGER. | SWORE TSE TSE WAS HIDING OUT SOMEWHERE,  FROM THE STATES. OF COURSE, THEYD HAVETO BE PICKED UP AND DELIVERED IN
LAVGHING HER HEAD OFF, HAVING THE WHOLE THING VIDEOTAPED. TOTAL SECRET FASHION. YoUD THINK THEY'D HAVE ROTIED BY THEN.

1 TRIEDTO JOKE WITH RENA ABOUT HER CHECKING INOWME IN THEMIDDLE  SOTHIS IS RENAS LIFE. SHE SORTA JUST GETS UP IN THE MORNING AND THEN
OF THE NIGHT BUT SHE DIDNT SEEMTD KNOW WHAT T WASTALKING ABOUT, I KINDA STAYS ALIVE, ANDTHEN ITS TIME FOR BED. NOT MUCH DIFFERENT THAN
QUICKLY DROPPED THE SUBTECT. WE SPENT THE REST OF THE DAY NAPPING. THISAPARTMENT MANAGERSS LIFE, THATS FOR SURE..

{

IV'IK (

ESTHER'S THE MAN CAME WHAT
AWAKE, BY WHEN Yo WeRe MAN?Z
ASLEER, MOM.

12 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES



DOWN THE WAY, A PHOTOGRAPHER WAS SHOOTING A SWIMSDIT MODEL, (N
SEARCH OF THE PERFECT BACKDROR 0BVIOUSLY MAINLANDERS. T THOUGHT
THEY WERE BEING TOTALLY OBNOXIOUS. REVA APPEARED TOBE DNIFAZED.

ITWAS CLEARTOME THAT THEY WANTED A SHOT OF A CRAGGY THIRD-WORLD
ISLAND LOCAL AS CONTRAST FORTHE HIP BIG-CITY BIKIN! GIRL. RENA AS
CERTAIN THAT THEY WERE JUST FANS IV SEARCH OF A CELEBRITY MEMENTO.

\5—975 -, )_2)
7 x\/f; 5 N
1 /\:
\'e
\
18

WHEN THEY ASKED HER IF SHE WOULD BE (N THEIR PHOTD, | THOUGHT FOR
SURE SHE WOVLD BREAK THEIR CAMERA. BUT SHE JUST IGNIORED THEM, AND WE
CONTINUED ON OUR WAY. THEN, TO MY SURPRISE, [ FODND THAT RENA AND |
HBD COMPLETELY DIFFEREAT PERSPECTIUES ON THE INCIDENT.

1 STARTED TO PIECE (T TOGETHER, AND 1 FIGURED OUT THAT IN RENAS WORLD,
THAT PHOTOGRAPHER WAS MANY THINGS— A NUISANCE, A SPY, A FAN, AN
ASSASSIN. ITALL DEPENDED ON HER MOOD THAT DAY. REALIZING THAT SURE
DIDNT MAKE ME SLEeP BETTER THAT NIGHT.

NEVER TD OFEN
THE DOOR DAILESS
[ToL>Yov/

I DIDNT/BUT

HORRYZ " NO MITAZ
BUTION YOUR  WERE GOINIG OUT
COATY . THEBACK?

YOU WANTED
6, ) TOGOTOTHE PARK,
DIDNTYOD2

WHERE
ARE WE GOl
MomZ
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RENA PAID AVOTHER VISITTD |
MYROOM TONIGHT. SHEHASNT
MISSED ONE SINCE (Ve BEEN
HERE, | STARTEDTOTHINK SHe
WAS SLEEPWALKING. | CAULED
OUTTOHERTO MAKE SURE. SHE
DIDNT ANSIWER AND THEN LEFT
THE ROOM. WHETHER IT IWAS
ALWISE IDEA OR NOT, T
DECIDED TO FOLLOD

HER HIGHNESS.

INTHAT SUPER DARK HOLSE, | COVLDNT TELL WHERE SHEWENT, SOT FELT  1COVLDNT (O BACK TD SLEER SO | WANDERED ARDUNID THE DARK HOUSE.
MY WAY UPTOHER ROOM). SHE WAS FAST ASLEEP N HER BED, ALMOST Like [ ACCIDENTALLY KICKED OVER A PIECE OF RENAS ART. I PUT (T BACK

SHE NEVER LEFT IT. HER LAYING THERE REMINDED (ME HOW [UE ALLLAYS TOGETHER THE BEST 1 COULD. [ HOFE SHE'S (0T TRYING TOSELLIT, BUT IF
FELT THAT OLD PEOPLE LOOK DEAD WHEN THEY SLEEP, LORD STRIKE MEDOWR).  SHE IS AND ENDS DP GETTIAIG MILLIONS FOR IT, (VIBN, DOES SHE OLLE ME.

1 CAME ACROSS SOME OF RENA'S OLD SCRAPBOOKS, ONE OF THEM WAS FULL - USTTHEN T HEARDRENA SHOFFLINKG ABODT. AT FIRST T THOUGHT SHE (WAS
OF OLD (NE(USPAPER CLIPPIAKGS, MOSTLY EV ESPARIOL. ANOTHER ONE SLEEPWALKING AGAIN. THEN I REALIZED SHE WAS JUST GETTNG UP FOR Te
CONTAINED GREETING CARDS SENT FROM FRIENIDS AND ADMIRERS. ITWAS DAY, AND THE FIRST TH{NIG SHE DID LWAS HEAD OUT TO 6O WRESTLE (VITH THAT
HARD TO MAKE OUT THE SIGNATURE, BT ONE | BELIEVE CAME FROM CARYGRANT. - STUMP 1 INCONSPICUCDSLY WENT BACK TO BED FOR ANOTHER TE HOLRS,

WA/;K-’ f v

BUENAS : BUENAS
|\ TARDES. TARDES.
: Hj!
Sauks
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DURIQG THE LESSON, RENA STARTED O TE(L THE KIDS ABOUT HER ILLUSTRIOVS
WRESTLING CAREER, THE ONE THAT 1VE ONLY HEARD ABOUT A (MILLION TIVES,
AND EVERY TIME [ HEAR IT, IT GETS A NEW TWEAK. THISTIME, SHE BEAT ALL
FOUR TIGER SISTERS (N A HANDICAPPED (MATCH, INSTEAD OF JUST TWO.

1 HADTO EXCUSE MYSELF AND WAS OUT THE DOOR PRETTY FAST. | BLAMED
RENAS RANTING, BUT THAT WASNT ALLOF (T. I BELIEE THAT [ WAS SLOWLY
STARTING TO BE DRIVEN (MAD FROM ALL THE SOLITUDE. 1 HATED TO ADMIT (T,
BUT I HAD BECOME BLIND STINKIN' BORED OUT OF MY BRAIN.

[ CAME ACROSS DELFING, THE BOY WHO BROUGHT ME OVER TOTHE DAMN ISLAND
[N THAT SMALL BOAT. HE LOAS DELIVERING SOME HOUSEHOLD ITEMS FROM THE

MAINLAND. [ CORNERED HIM FOR SOME NELS FROM THE OUTSIDE WORLD, AND

WE ENDED VP HAVIRIG A NICE CONVERSATION, TILL HE HAD TO LEAVE.

[ WENT BACK (NTO THE WRESTLING ROOM, AND RENA WAS STILL AT IT ITH
HERTALLTALES. | MADE SOME K(ND OF UISECRACK, AND SHE DRAGGED ME
[NTO THE RING AND TURNED Me INTO A PRETZEL. SHE DIDNT TALK TO ME FOR
THE REST OF THE DAY. tY ACHINBODY WAS FINE WITH THAT, THANK YOU.

FOR WORKING AWAY FROM
HOME SO OFTEH, THAT NACHO SURE
KAOWS HOW T FIT TIME FOR THOSE
(N-BETWEENS, DOESNT HE?
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TODAY WAS MORE ABOLT DOING
NOTHING. RENA WAS GOING
BACK AND FORTH BETIWEEN
HER ART AND THAT DAMIV STUMP,
SO DECIDED T HALE SOME.
ALONE TIME DO OV THE
BEACH. SADLY, THERE WERE (O
ASSHOLE PHOTOGRAPHERS
TO CAPTURE MY BEAUTY.

TRYING TO MAKE THE BEST OF (T, 1 TRIED TO FANTASIZE ABOUT A DESERT [ KNOW [ WASNT SUPPOSED TO, BUT AT LEAST NOT ALL OF IT WAS ABOUT
1SLAND ROMAMCE BETWEEN ME AND SOME NAMELESS HUNIK OF FLESH, TAKING CARE OF TENANTS, SOME OF (T HAD TO DO WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF
BUTALLI COULD PICTURE WAS GILLIGAN RIDING ARAMBCO BICYCLE INTOTHE  ME BEING INVOLVED IN SOME BREWING RELATIONSHIP BACK HOME.
LAGOON. IN FAST MOTION, NO LESS. THAT LED ME TO THINK OF HOME.

_ ——

1 JUST FORGOT TO REMIND MYSELF THAT THAT SHIT DOESNT ACTUALIZE IF RENA AND I SPEAT THE RESTOF THE DAY WATCHING VIDED TAPES OF HER OLD
CERTAIN PARTIES (NVOLVED(NAMELY ME) FAILT ADD INGREDIENTS TDTHE MATCHES, AND EVERY TIME SHE (LAS (LORBERED OR BODY SLAMMED TN
BREL, THEN I DID REMIND MYSELF THAT UACATIONS LIKE THIS ARE DESIGNED  SCREEN, THE PRESENT DAY RENA LWOVLD LETOUT A SLIGHT GRUVT.

10 WIPE AWAY ANY SUCH FOOLISH THOUGHTS THAT ARE DESIGNED TO CORRUPT. |

16 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES



THE MAINLAND WASNT TWO

MILES FROM THE ISLAND, BUT THE
BOAT RIDE WAS STILL KINDA SCARY
[V THE BLACK NIGHT. DELANOS
BUDDY TECHO SEEMED A LITIE
UNSURE OF HAUING THIS OLDER,
DRESSED-UP CITY LADY ALONG
ONTHEIR SECRET

RDVENTURE.

1 TOLD THEM IT WAS FINE (DITH ME IF THEY WENT OFF AND DID THER OWN T WAS BLOWN AWAY WHEN [ SAW WHO HIS FRIENDS WERE. THERE WAS THE
THING, THAT | WOULD MEET THEM BACK AT THE BOAT AT AN AGREED TIME, CABBY IDHO PICKED ME VP AT THE A(RPORT LOHEN [ FIRST ARRIVED, THE BUS
BUT DELFINO HAD ANOTHER IDEA. HE WANTED ME TO MEET SOME FRIENDS DRIVER, EVEN THE FLIGHT ATIENDANT LOHO SERVED ME ON THE PLANE RIDE
OF HIS, TECHO AND I FOLLOWED HIM INTD ONVE OF THE CANTINGS ONISHORE.  OVER. IT DIDNT TAKE LONG TO FIGDRE OUT WRY DELFINO TOOK ME THERE.

AN

= \N'%sﬂw;

EACHONE OF THEM TOOK A TURN AND TOLD Mg HOW RENVA HAD HELPEDTHEM  AS THE NIGHT RAGED ON,, EUERYONIE ToOK TURNS DANCING WITH ME, EVEN
IN ONE WAY OR ANCTHER AND THAT THEY OWED HER THEIR VERY LIVES.THE  ATENAS, THE FLIGHT ATENDANT. | WAS HAU/AKG SUCHA BLAST, EVEN WITH THE
CABBY EVEN STARTEDTO CRY. TWO DRINKS LATER, AND I JOINED H(M), ONCE GUILT OF HAVING CROSSED RENA INSIDE ME. | MEAN, SHE WOVLDNT DENY
AGAIN, THE CRAZY WRESTLER LADY WAS MY DEAREST, MOST AWESOME EREND,  ME A SINGLE NIGHTOF INDULGENCE, WoULD SHE 7

LA MAGGIE LA LOCA / GOLD DIGGERS OF 1969 | 17
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AFTER 24 HITS ON THe:
JUKEBOX AND ALMOST AS
MANY DRINKS, I WAS PRETTY
SLOSHED. BETWEEN SONGS,
DELFINO KEPTON TEWLING
(METHAT WE HADTO HEAD
BACK. TEN MORE SONGS,

AND T FINALLY SURRENDERGD
AND FOLLOWED HIM BACK

TO THE BOAT.

1 ASKED DELFINO WHERE H(S BUDDY LWAS, AND HETOLD ME THAT TECHO WAS
GONNA HANG OUT LONGER AND THAT HE (WOULD FIAID HIS OWN RIDE BACK. (
SENSED THAT THERE (WAS MORE TO IT, THAT THE FAT, DRUAIK CITY LADY MIGHT
HAVE SPOILED THEIR BUDDY TIME AND THAT THEY GOT IN A FIGHT OVERIT.

| ASKED DELFINO [F IT WAS TRUE, AND HE TOLD (ME NOT TD WORRY ABOUT [T.
WHEN WEGOTBAK TOTHE ISLAND, T THANKED HIM FOR THE RIDE AND FOR
SETTING MEOP TO MEET HIS FRIENDS SOTHAT [ COULD SEE HOW FOOLISH | HAD
BEEN ACTING TOWARD RENA. HE SAID GOOD NIGHT, AND WE PARTED.

1 STUMBLED MY WAY THROUGH THE LOCODS BACK T0 RENAS HOSE. ] HAD AN
EXTREME CASE OF THE GIGGLES, AND T COULDNT GET A TIGRES DEL NORTE SONG

OUTOF MY HEAD. [ THOUGHT THAT IF I SANG [T AT THE TOP OF MY LUNGS, NO WILD

ANIMALS WoULD LANT TO EAT Me.

[ WASN'T T00 SURPRISED TO SEE RENA WAITING UP FOR ME WHEN [ WALKED
THROUGH THE DOOR, BUT DID SHE HAUE TO LOOK JUST LIKE MY MOMZ

1 CODLDNT HELP LADGHING, BECAUSE [ KNEL WHAT WAS COMING NEXT,
AND BY NOW IT WAS AL SO DAMN RIDICOLOUS.

MAGGIEL WHAT
ARE Yo DO(NG HERE?
WRONG?

YOOSHOW US WHERE. ™ YO WISH
THEY WENT, MAGGIE, AN" | LE LERE (N
THe WIDOWS WILL TAKE | THE WIDOW,

TAKE CAREOF EM. CHerA.

MMAGGIE AND T MADE A DEAL. [
LET HER L{GHT MY CIGARETTES AND SHe
DOESNT PUT RAT. RIGHT, MAMAZ

18 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES
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THIS MORVING RENA AND 1
FOUND OUKSELUES RONNING
THROUGH THE MARKETPLACE
LIKE A COUPLE OF HEADLESS
CHICKENS, ALL BECAUSE SHE
INTERPRETED A FRIENDLY
GREETING FROM A STRANGER
S A ASSASS(VS THREAT. THAT
UAS THE LAST STRAL FOR ME.

1 BASICALLY TOLD HER THAT SHE HAD GONE BEYOND PARANCID, ANDSHE [ LAS GOING BATTY. | NEEDED SOMEONE SANE TDTALK TO, LIKE TSETSE.
ToLD (ME THAT I HAD NO ROOM TO TALK, LIVING IN MY SAFE LITTLE SISSY BUT I DIDNT EVEN KAIOLY (OHERE THE HELL SHE LIVED, THANKS TOTHE CRAZY
APARTMENT BACK HOME. (WE GOT INTD A SUPER-BIG ARGOMENT AND WRESTLER LADY, NO DOUBT. 1 STARTED TO TAKE MY FRUSTRATIONS OUTON A
DIDNT TALK TO EACH OTHER THE REST OF THE WAY HOME. STICK AND THE GROUND, TILL T SAW MY GOOD BUDDY DELENC.

1 ASKED HIM LWHAT He DID FOR KICKS. HE CONFESSED TOME THAT ATNIGHT, e WAS RELUCTANT, FoR FEAR THAT REVA UWOULD DISBPPROVE, BUT THAT MADE
AFTER HIS FOLKS GOTO SLEER, HE AND A BUDDY LIKE TO SNEAK OFF IN HIS (E ALL THE MORE PERSISTENT. WE FINALLY MADE A PACT NOT TO RAT ON EACH
BOAT AND GO BARHOPPING DN THE MAINLAND. IN A FIT OF DESPERATION),  OTHER, AND THE DATE WAS SET. T LAS To MEET THEM ON THE BEACH AFTER THE
[ ALL BUT BEGGED HIM TOTAKE ME WITH THEM ON THEIR (VEXT VOYAGE. CRAZY-WRESTLER-SLEEPWALKER LADY HAD FINISHED HER NIGHTLY ROUND.

SOMEBODY Y You ™M NoT WHAT ARE
HELPTHEM? | DO

- =2z

SCAT! u"”i)o ’G ‘;‘i“{;,e

SOMEBODY BETIER BEAT [T
BEFORE | GOTIA SLUG EM.
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1 WAS FUMING. MY BORN- AGAIN LOUE AND RESPECT FOR RENA SO THERE [ WAS, CROSSING THAT BLACK WATER IN THE BLACK OF NIGHT,
RETURNED TO CONTEMPT. [NISTEAD OF GOING T BED, [ HEADED BACKTO  BUIND STINKIN' DRUNK AND STUPIDER THAN SIN. MIDDLE-AGED GOING ON
THE BEACH. THIS WAS MY NIGHT, AND NOBODY WAS GONNA SPOIL ITFORME.  ADOLESCENT, THAT WAS ME.

1 WAS GONG BACK TO THE MAINLAND [F [ HAD TO RO THE BOAT MYSELF.

HOIW 1 MADE [T TO THE MAINLAND ALLBY MYSELF WAS A TOTAL MIRACLE. [ ENDED UP AT THE BAR THAT I WAS AT EARLIER WITH DELFINO ANDHIS PALS,
BY THE T(ME T REACHED THE SHORE, 1 DIDNT FEEL ANGRY ANYMORE, JUST [ THODGHT THAT MAYBE ONE OF THEM COULD TAKE ME BACK TOTHE (SLAAID,
FOOLISH. EVEN THE(V, T WASNT READY TO BRAVE THE TRIP BACK ACROSS, SOT  BUT THEY WERE ALL GONE. ALL EXCEPT TECHO, DELFIND'S CRARBY BUDDY.
WANDERED ALONG THE BEACH, AT LEAST UNTIL T SOBERED UPA LITILE.

'
smmn LUPITA mmma oo '

BUT [F 1 EVER CATCH YOU
SMOKING THESE THINGS, (M TELLIVG
YOUR (MOM, ONDERSTANDZ

=
§ N
A=Y =L

WELL, WE GOTA,
G0 SOMETIVE. (T%
GETIING LATE.

[ WARNA WHEN YoURe
STAYOUTTILL 'Y A LITE OLDER,
THE STARS GO

DOWN/
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AND STUFF LIKE THAT.

_ ITSIUSTTHAT I 7" 1 HAVE MY OWN LIFE. [ DONT JUST SITIN MY
CANT STAND IT WHEN SHE  APARTMENT BACK HOME AND WAIT To COLLECT THE
TREATS ME UKE IMHER RENT. I HAVE A LOTIA RESPONSIBILITIES.
D\ PRECIOUS CHILD.

1 ASKED TECHO IF HE

COULD Row ME BAKK TO

THE ISLAND. HE SAID HE

(WOLLD, BUT HE WANTED

TO EINISH HIS DRINK

FIRST. [ DECIDED TO

HAVE ONE MORE FOR

THE ROAD AND WE

STARTED GABBIA):

WHO LSTHIS LADY, ANYWAYZ S WELLYEAH. i (NOBODY EVER TALKS ABOUT ALL
DELF{(VOS ALWAYS TALKING ABOUT SHE REALLY (S, BUT Lt/ THOSE SOLDIERS WHO WERE KILED
HOW SPECIAL AND IMPORTANT SHE 1 WASNT TALKING FIGHTING AGAINST HER PEOPLE.
1S, SAVING ALL THESE POOR PEOPLE ABOUT THAT. 1 JUST MY GRAMPA WAS A SOLDIER.

MEANT...

FUCKIVOLD
BITCH. THINKS SHES
ALLTHAT,

(O, BUT
He CODLD HAVE
BEEN.

OH.WASHe
KILLED IN ONE
OF THOSE CIVIL

WARS?

THE BOAT. [ JUST FELT LIKE T HAD TO GET TO RENA.

RIGHT THEN), [ GOT A REALLY CREEPY FEELING, LIKE [ HAD SAID TOO MOCH,
AND I SOBERED UP IN AN (IVSTANT. I TOLD TECHO THAT T HAD TO USE THE
BATHROOM), BUT I WENT STRAIGHT OUT THE FRONT DODR AND HEADED FOR

POOR QUINA. PROBABLY
UHATS SHE GONNA \ HAVE LOTS MOR|
DO WITH ONE MORE | AFTER THAT.

PROBABLY, WELL, YOO GOT TEN
BUT, WHATS THE | KIDS N YOUR HODSE AN’
POINTZ 1 GOT TWELE...

MY OWN

7
~,

(R

YEAH, BUT [ DONT EVEN
KNOW THE NNAMES OF YOUR FOUR
OLDEST BROTHERS AND THEYRE
COVSINS?

IT MAKES Mg REAL(2E TUST HoWw

MANY PEOP(E THERE ARE ON EARTH THAT
1 DONT KNOW WITH THEIR OWA) BRAINIS,
@ N MY 0N STUPID FAMILYZ
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TECHOS NEGATIVITY
TOWARD RENA MADE ME SEE
FORTHE FRST TIME THAT
SOMEONE COULD BE CRAZY
ENODGH TO WANT TO HURT
HER, EVEN KILLHER. T JUST
WANTED TO GET BACK TO HER,
TO BE THERE FOR HER, TO
PROTECT HER.

[ GOT TIRED OF ROWNG AND SAT FOR A WHILE. ALLOF A SUDDEN, [ FELT REAL  ABOUT HALFWAY TO THE ISLAND, I DROPPED THE OAR (N THE (DATER. [
SMALL WITH THAT VAST OCEAN BELOW ME AND THAT ETERNAL SKY ABOVE (e,  THOUGHT DELFINO WODLD BE SUPER MAD IF SOMEONE LOST HIS OAR,

1T MADE ME REAL(ZE MY TEENY-TINY ROLE [N REVAS LEGENDARY LIFE. |
STARTED TO ROWAGAIN, BUT THIS TIME ATA MOCH HUMBLER PACE.

[ TRIED TO REACH FOR THE BOAT, DHICH WASNT MORE THAN A FOOT AWAY,
BUTTHE MORE 1 TRIED, THE (MORE IT DRIFTED AWAY. PRETTY SOON IT WAS
T00 FAR AWAY TO EVEN SEE. DELFINO, PLEASE DONT BE (MAD.

LET ALONE STOLE HIS BOAT. I TRIED TO RETRIEVE T AND WENT STRAIGHT
INTO THE DRINK HEADFIRST.

1 COULDNIT BEUEUE WHAT LWAS HAPPENING. | HAD ALWAYS IMAGINED THAT |
WOULD END UP DY(NG IN A HOSPITAL BED OR A COFFEE SHOP CHOKING ON A
TOFURKEY SANDWICH, NOT (N SOME FORE(GN BLACK WATERS (N THE BLACK
NIGHT ALL BY MYSELF.

HOUSE AND SEE (F THERES A
MAN WAITING (N FRONTZ

AND TELL ME [F HES OUT

" DONT SAYANYTHING
0 HIY. VST COME BACK

THERE OR NIOT

THANK Y00 SO
MOCH, ISABEL. WELL
BE RIGHT HeRe.
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TREADING WATER
INTHE MIDDLE OF

[ LWAS GETIING REAL TIRED, AND I STARTED T0 PANIC. ] TOOK A MOUTHFRX OF ITWAS TECHO [N ANOTHER SMALL BOAT. | MUST HAVE BEEN TOO HEAVY
WATER AND WENT STRAIGHT DNDER. THATS IDHEN T FELT SOMETHING BONK  FOR HIM TO PULL (€ (A, BECAUSE HE TOLD ME TO HOLDON TO THE SIDE. AS WE
MY HEAD, | GRABBED ON TO HND THAT (T (OAS AN OAR. [ THODGHT ITLOAS MY (ADE OUR WAY TO THE SHORE. I LOAS ONLY TOO HAPPY TO FOLLOW ORDERS.
(DELFNOS) OAR, TILL T FELT IT POLLING ME VP

HE KEPT ASKING ME IF I WAS O.K., AND THEN HE TOLD ME THAT HE HAD TECHO OFFERED T HELP ME GETBAK TO RENAS, BUT 1 WAS TOO BUSY
BORROWED A BOAT TO GET HIMSELF HOME AND THAT HE KNEW SOMETHING  CHECKING TO SEE (F [ HAD LOST MY PASSPORT, WHICH T HAD PUT (N THE
WAS FUNINY WHEN HE SALD DELFINOS (MY ) BOAT FLOATING ALONG BY [NNER POCKET OF MY SKIRT, (N CASE [ (VEEDED T WHEN I VISITED THE

[TSELF. I WAS JUST GRATEFUL THAT HE HAD FOUNID Me IN ALL THAT DARKNESS,  MAINLAND. THATS WHEN THINGS GOT DOWNRIGHT SURREAL.

\ AN
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1 LWAS HAPPY TO FIND THAT [
HADNT LOST MY PASSPORT
TO THE OCEAN, BUT HEN
PULLED ITOUT OF MY POCKET,
TECHO MUST HAVE THOUGHT
1T WAS MONEY BECADSE HE
SUDDENLY LUNGED FOR

T, AUD We GOT INTD A

816G OL TUG OF WAR.

WHETHER IT WAS INTENTIONAL OR AOT, TECHO (WAS HEADING STRAIGHT FOR
RENAS HODSE. I COVLDNT TAKE A CHANCE, SO T CHASED AFTER HIM. HE WAS
WAY AHEAD OF Me, SO | DECIDED TO TAKE A SHORTCUT,

He WON AND RAN OFF WITH IT (NTO THE JUNGLE. (T WAS NOLW CLEAR DHY
He HAD FOUND ME SO EASILY OUT (N THE WATER . HE WAS FOLLOWING ME TO
ROB Mg, BECAUSE HE REALLY BELIEVED THAT [ (WAS THAT FAT, RICH CITY (ADY.

15 oY 1Y
FUCKIN'PASSPORT
You 1poT!

HALF-CRIPPLED AND LOOK(NG LIKE DEATH (WARMED OVER, [ FINA(LY MADEIT
7O THE HOUSE. [T STOOD UERY STILL. 1 WAS AFRAIDTO GO IN, BUT T KNEL THAT
1 HADTO. NOT SO MUCH FOR RE(VAS SAKE, BUT FOR TECHOS. I DONT THINK THE
KID REALLY KNEW WHAT He WAS (N FOR.

WHATS ) ] » y HIDING
DONT YOO /wrro WHY THE FROM THE BJLL
SEETIAVICKI ? ) COLIECTOR, WHAT

ELE?

ANY TIMEZREALLY 2 VAYBE UH,WOV(DIA LIKE NO, BUT
SHOULDNIT YoU BE LAYIN' ) UST FORA ANYTHIN&, LIKE, PICKLES ') IF Yo QOULD
DOWN) OR SOMETHIN'Z A MINUTE, CECREAM? SEE IF PeRIAS
oK?
/N Sy
N
4
I
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I VENTURED INTO THE HOUSE.
NOTH(NG APPEARED
DISTURBED, BUT [ (WAS AFRAID
TO CALLOUT O RENA FOR
FEAR THAT SOMEONE WOULD
JUMP OUT OF THE DARK WITH
A KITCHEN KNIFE. BOTH
TECHO AND RENA (OULD MAKE
PERFECT CANDIDATES.

THE BOTTOM FLOOR WAS EMPTY. BEFORE 1 MADE MY LAY UPSTAIRS, | SAT MY IT BEYOND ME HOW LONG 1 LAID THERE, BUT IT WAS LIGHT WHEN { LUOKE OP
SOGGY ASS DOWAITO REST FOR A MINUTE. 1 WAS OUT (N TWO SECONDS. THINGS REMAINED QUIET, NOBODY HAD KILLED ME. NORODY EVEN BOTHERED

W T WAKEMETOTELL ME TO CLEAN OP MY MOLDY, BATTERED BODY, SO I WENT
AHEAD AND TOLD MYSELF.

[ TOOK A BATH AND DRESSED MY WOVADS. ANOTHER HOUR HAD PASSED, [ THOUGHT OF PACKING MY BAGS AND GOING HOME, BUT I HADNT THE

AND THERE WAS STILLNO SIGN OF LIFE. 1 STARTEDTO FEEL LIKE | WAS BEING  SLIGHTEST CLUE OF HOW 70 GOABOUT IT. T STEPPED OUTSIDE FOR SOME AR,
PONISHED FOR MY 1DICTIC BEHAWOR, AND | GOT ALL BLUBBERY. ANDJ SAW A RODPOF MEN RONNING BY. ONE OF THEM POINTED AT ME. [
ALMOST RAN BACK INTO THE HOUSE, BUT T SAW) THAT TSE TSE WAS WITH THEM.

HeY, THERE
é SHRIMP, WANNA
WRESTIEZ
/|
_—
el
=yl
1M NOT GONWA SHHH...
HAUE TO CHASE YA, YOOR Moms3

RESTING.
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HURRY/ 1we
HAVE TO GET TO }-,JER.’

SHE NEEDS US!

TSETSE RAN OPAND
HOGGED ME LIKE [ HAD
JUST CoME BACK FROM
THE DEAD. IT FELT GOOD
TOSEE A FRIENDLY FACE
AND TO KNOW THAT
SOMEONE CARED, BUT JUST
LWHEN | THOUGHT [T WAS
ALL ABOUT Me ME ME....

GOD KNOWX WHY, BUT SHE WENT TOTHE
MAINLAND AND WENT BERSERKZ SHE BEAT UPA

BARTENDER, AND THEN SHE PUTA POLICE
OFFICER THROUGH A DOOR,AND THEN...

OH, RENA?
WHO??2?

RENA MUST HAVE GOVE LOOK(NG FOR ME, BUT NOBODY SEEMED TO kNOW
THAT. TSE TSE STOPPED FOR A MINOTE TO ASK ME ABOUT MY BANDAGES AND
BRUISES, BUT I TOLD HER THAT | JUST FELL INTO A BUSK OUTSIDE RENAS
HOUSE. [ FELT THAT (T (MIGHT BE BETIER (F [ KEPT (MY ADVENTURE TO MYSELF:

P NN

R

[ DIDNT EVEN LET ON THAT CROSSING THAT STUPID LWATER ONE MORE TIME
LWAS GLU(IG ME A STOMACHACHE. e TOOK A CAB TOTHE POLICE STATION, BUT
THE STREET WAS BLOCKED WITH PEOPLE, SO WE HAD TO (WALK THE REST OF THE
LUAY. ITSURE DIDNT FEEL LIKE THERE WAS A STREET FAIR GOING O,

ITWAS JUSTAS 1 THOUGHT. ALL THOSE PEOPLE WERE THERE FOR RENVA. WORD
ABOUT HER RAMPAGE MOST HAUE SPREAD UKE LILDFIRE, BECAUSE IT BECAME
A REGULAR MED(A CIRCUS. WHETHER SHE WANTED IT OR NOT, RENA (WAS
DEFINTELY RACK (N THE SPOTLIGHT.

YA CANT 8E CAUSING
R FUSS WHEN SHES ABOUT
TO HAVE A BABY.

VICKIZ N2~
=

o

RALPH, Y00 DRIVE HER. HARRY,
YOU 60 WITH EM AN’ WATCH THE BABY,
GOR, YOV SHOW EM HOWTO GET THERE.

1(L STAY AN LOATCH THE SHRIP
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WE WERENT SURE IF WE SHOULD STAY AND WAIT FOR HER, BUT e DID. TSETSE
APOLOGIZED FOR BEING ABSENT DURING MY VISIT AND LEAVItG ME O
DEAL WITH THE CRAZY WRESTLER LADY MYSELF. THEN SHE ASKED ME HOWMY

WE STARTED T TALK ABOUT HOW THE THREE OF DS MET 20-S0Me -0DD
YEARS AGD 1 WAS A YOUNG ASPIRING MECHANICS ASSISTANT WORKING
IN A SOUTH AMERICAN JUNGLE. TSE TSE WAS A TRANSLATOR FOR THE
NATWES OF THE REGION. RENA LAS THERE BECAUSE SHES RENVA.

STAY HAS BEEN. | SMILED, SHE NODDED AND We LEFT ITAT THAT.

MOSTOF [TIS ABLUR NOW, BUT [ DO REMEMBER THAT IT WAS QUITEAN
ADVENTURE. COMETOTHINK OF (T, THE FEWTIMES 1UE EVER SPENT WITH
RENA HAVE ALLAYS TURNED INTO SOME KIND OF CRAZY ADVENTURE, BUT
NONE | HAVE EVER REGRETTED, 1M PLEASED AND SURPRISED TO SAY.

==

HHEHEH

ST. BONIFACIO HOSPI

THEN THE CROWD FELL SILENT. I LOOKED DP TO SEE THAT SHE HAD COME OUT,
LOOKING LIKE A QUEEN HOLDING CORT. SHE RAISED HER HAND TO WAUE,

ANDTHE PLACE WENT BONKERS. I HADTO ADMIT, THE OLD GIRL STILLHAD IT.
LIKE(N THE PORTRAIT ABOVE MY BED, RENIA WAS STILL AN AWESOME SIGHT.

CHEER VB SHR(VP:
THEYLL GALL DS IDHEN) WE CAN
GOTOTHE HOSPITAL.
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/@;
RENA WAS LETOUTOF JAILON
HER O\ RECOGNIZANCE, WE
GOT HeR HOME AS FAST AS WE
COULD. SHE APPEARED CAM

BUT DIDNIT SAY A WORD. SHE
WALKED INTO THE HOUSE AND

WENT STRAIGHT OBED. 1
DIDNT CARE. AS LONG AS SHE

(WAS HOME AND SAFE.

A FeEW MINUTES LATER, DELFIND WALKED DR MY HEART SUMPED BECAUSE
SEEING HM REMINDED ME THAT I LOSTHIS BOAT IN THAT STUPID OCEAN. IT
JUMPED A SECOND TIME WHEN HE HANDED ME MY SOGGY PASSPORT. HE
SAID THAT HE FOUND T IN THE JUNGLE NOT FAR FROM THe BEACH.

HE ALSO SAID THAT HIS BOAT WAS FOUND WASHED UP ON THE OTHER SIDE OF
THE ISIAND. BEFORE I COULD CONFESS, HE ACCUSED HIS BUDDY TECHD OF
STEALING IT AND SAID THAT HE (WOULD CLOBBER HIM-THAT IS, IFHE COULD
FND HiM. IT TORNED OUT THAT TECHO HAD PRETTY MUCH DISAPPEARED.

1 WASTHE CLOSEST TO KNOWING ANYTHING OF HIS IDHEREABOUTS, AND |
KNEW ZILLH, SO T KePT MY MOUTH SHUT. T DECIDED TO KEEP THE EVTIRE
TECHO- PASSPORT-BLACK OCEAN THING TO MYSELE, 1N A (WAY, TECHO WAS
CLAMMING VB TOO. HELL, T WOULD IF T WERE THE WORLD'S LORST ROBRER.

BUTWHAT(WAS RENAS TAKE ON ALLTHIS? WAST (N FORTHE SPANKING

OF MY LIFEZ [F SHE FOUND OUT ABOUT TECHO, WOULD HE GET IT WORSE?
[ (DAS SORT OF HOPING (NOT. AFTER AL, THE BOY DID SAVE MY LIFE. NO, T
BELIEVE THE ANSWER CAME AFTER I PUT MYSELF TO BED THAT IGHT.

et
%\_/

& @ )

'/

WAKE VF, SHRIMP/
WEGOTIA GET O THe
OL HOSPITAL /

gl
AN

1M NOT SURE, BUT I
THINK YO GOT A BROTHER
THIS TIME AROLND.

oW, WHO Do
WETALK TO TO FIND
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JUSTWHEN | THOUGHT IT
WAS DOWNVHILL FROM HERE,
ON MY LAST NIGHT 1 WOKe
UP N THe DARK DRENICHED IN
SWEAT FROM A SUCCESSION
OF UNCOMFORTABLE
DREAMS THAT WERE ALL
ABOUT ONVE THING—
DROWNING.

I WAS AFRAID [F T WENT BACK T SLEEF, THE DREAMS WOULD CONTINVE, SO
[ TRIED TO CONCENTRATE ON MY DESERT 1S AND ROMANCE FANTASY AND IT
ACTUALLY STARTED T WORK. THE WE(RD THING WAS, (Y PARTER HAD NO

FACE. MAYBE THAT WAS BECALSE I WAS AFRAID TO OPEN MY EYES.

| WAS GETIING ALL HOT AND BOTHERED, THEN MY FANTASY SLIPPED (NTO A
DREAM. WE ROCKED AND ROLLED ON THE SAND AND PREDICTABLY ENDED DP
N THE WATER AND STARTED TO DROWN. AT LEAST 1 WAS ABLETO WAKE DP. MY

PARTIVER WASNTSO LUCKY. OH WELL, [ LAS GOING HOME (N THE MORNING.

[ ROLIED OUTOF BED TO A FAMILIAR SIGHT OF RENA STANDING ON HER PORCH
FACING THE DREADED STUMP THAT STUBBORNILY SAT UNMOUED. BUT THIS TIME

SHE SEEMED CONCERNED BBOUT SOMETHING ELSE ALTOGETHER.

ATHER FEET LAY FLOWERS AND GIFTS LEFT OVERNIGHT BY (WHAT SEEMED
O BE FANS AND ADMIRERS. SHE GRUMBLED SOMETHING DNDER HER BREATH
ABOUT TRESPASSING BUT [ CODLD TELL SHE WAS REALLY PRETTY STOKED.

L

ITWAS REAL
NICE OF YOO TO

1 WOLLD HAVE
BEEN HERE SOONER

YOUR FAMILY,
BIG BRO.

THERESYOUR ,
BROTHER. THERES

HOH/ THATS
MY BOY. MY SON,
EHZHOH/
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1 WASREALLY HAPPY TO SEE RENA
(AKE PEACE WITH THE FACT
THAT SHE WAS BACK (N THE
UMELIGHT, BUT I WASNT SO
HAPPY KNOWING THAT ONE
DAY PEOPLE (WOULD START
WRITING BOOKS ABOUT HER
AND MAKING DOCUMENTARIES
AND STUFF LIKE THAT.

HISTORY S OFTEN LRI TTEN AFTER THE SUBTECT (S DEAD AND GONE AND BY
COMPLETE STRANGERS, SO HOW ARE THEY GONNA LORITE ABOUT RENIA AND
ME? ABOUT (MY Love AND ADMIRATION FoR HER? THEYRE NOT GONINA WRITE
ABOUT OUR BITIER FIGHTS AN'SHIT. THEN AGAIN, WHY SHOULD THEY Z

COMPARED DITH EVERYTHING SHE HAS ACCOMPLISHED () HER AMAZING
LIFE, THATS JUST A TEENY-TINY FACT FLOATING SOMEWHERE OUT (N THAT
BLACK OCEAN. T GUESS T WOULD HAVE TO BELONG I MY OWN BOOK, HOHZ
" COULECTING THE RENT— SECRETS OF THE APARTMENT MANAGER ”

[ TURNED 40 O THE DAY OF THE BIG TECHO ADVENTURE. | THINK IT
LAS OBVIODS WHY I DIDNT TELL ANYONE. T SIMPLY DID NOT WANT TO B¢
SEEN ASTHE FAT, OLD (ITY LADY, EVEN THOUGH THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT I

(WAS SEEN AS, PETTY AD VA(N ASIT SEEMS, THAT WAS MY BIRTHDAY WISH.

|1

h

NOL, WITH ALL THAT SAID AND DONE, (M GLAD 1 (NEVER TOLD ANYONE,
BECAUSE T FEEL THAT THAT WAS MY VERY OLUN SPECAL NIGHT. ONE THAT
SOMEDAY (WILL B TOLD ABOLT (N MY O BOOK. THE END.

... \A PUERTY NE,,ga.~-Ji

oM i THER
poRE s v \M5..-
0 0 s caeh TIMBERRRR...
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, N\
DONIT LOOK (NOLY), 0L ALWAYS SA
) L |
MYSTERY WOMAN. ; e

F

TO Me, MAGGIE.

WELL, [FYOD SAl HER GO OUT REALLY
LATE AT NIGHT DECKED OUT IN THAT SDPER
COLORFUL OUTE(T WITH THAT FANCY CAPE
AND HOOD, YoUD THINK SHE (WAS PRETTY
DARN MYSTERIOUS, AS WELL.

(MAYBE, BUT ID LIKETOBELIEVE
SHES MORE LIKE THIS SUPER WOMAN
WHOS HIDING OUT [N OUR APARTMENT
COMPLEX AS MILD-MANINERED CITIZEN
ALARMA KRAKTOVILOVA,

SHE EVER DO
ANYTHING SUPER
OTHER THAN BE
SUPERTALLZ
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WELL, YOURE GONNA THINK [ WACKO, BUT T SWEAR, ONE g THATISTILISAW N\ /" .. THEN
MORNING T TH CRACK OF DAN, | 5410 HER TUVP FROMTHE ROOF | I/ ATERST ™ HERDOTT AGAINTHE == AGAID AWeEK
OF THAT SECOND STORY DOWN TO THE COURTYARD BELOW ANDJUST | {!I[| 1THOUGHT . NEXT MORNING.

N2 RIGHT INTO HER APARTMENT LIKE (T WAS NOTHING. _~/
Yo
DREAMED
THAT/
00—
=i
: ) ==
LT )/ | ——
A\
ALARIINS A VIEMBER OF THIS REAL WHERE ELSEZ THERES ALSO A WHAT ABOUT
EXCLUSIVE WOMENS SUPERHERO TEAM TEAM OUTOF PASADENA CALIED THe. | THIS OLD BEAT-UP
CALL ™ CALLED THE FENOMENONS, WELL KNOWA) 20UARS, WHOSE MEMBERS GET BOOTED) | ONEZ WHO ARE THE
ME CRAZY  FOR THEIR EXPENSILE QUTFITS. THEY (L LOHEN THEY TURN TWEATTY- OLUE. TI-GIRLS7
BUTITSALL o ONLY HANDIE SPECIAL CASES... _~“AND YoU
HERE. GOTALLTHIS V
FROM THESE Z"

OMIcs? o : y f\\§\\

THEM [Ve (VEVER BEEN ABLE
TO FIND MUCH ON. THEY WERE FROM
THESIXTIES AND SEVENTIES AND THEY
WERE MADE UP SOLELY OF RETECTS /
FROMOTHER SUPER TEAMS.
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7 [MBoOT §_ MORE LIKE BOOTED W THey sap THeY ¥ TSNIETD KNOW THEY
Y HEY.THANKS. © ANGEL. -1 \ ANGE(. You DERINITELY po TR [l ALREADY HAUE AN ETHNIC. Y| DONT USE THE ‘No FATCHICKS” &
ALARMA, RIGHT? LWASINTHE | NOT FITTHE ZOLAR MOLD, CAN Yo BELIEVE THAT IN EXCUSE ANY MORE. 4B
OF THe FENOM-  Z01ARS. YOONG FIBBER. 8 THIS DAY AND AGE? )

ENONS?

: WHAT ABOUT THE FENOMENONS 2 X
g DO YOV HAVE RoOM FOR A FAT ETHAIIC CHICK
WHO WANTS T0 DO HER PART (N RIDDING THE
WORLD OF BIGOTRY AND BULIMIA?

7

WELL, FIRSTOFALL, P YOU ALSO HAVE TO BE AT YOU CANT .
YO HAVETO BE (N FULL I-I  TOPAN'STUFF LEAST FIVE FOOT SEVEN. ARE YoU FLY EITHER, .
AND CORRECT UNIFORM AT | CANDD  INSIDE. AT LEAST AVE FOOT SEVEN? CAN WAGER
ALLTIMES. NO HALF-ASSED A -

MISVIATCHED SLOBS (N
OUR OUTFIT.
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TAKE MY ADVICE, KIDDO.
IF YOO WANNA MAKE IT N THIS
LOSER  RACKET, YOU BETTER DO YOUR

TEAM?Z HOMEWORK. ABOUT THE TI-GIRLS,
THE ZOLARS, THE FENOMS...

OH, GREAT. THE RETECT -
LOSER TEAM. THANKS A LOT B
FOR NOTHING.

SRR  SORRY KIDDO.YOUD
B HAVE BEEN PERFECT FOR
THETI-GIRLS. '

'!-j'/

. WHAT ARE
YoU GONNA DO?

ALARMA, IF YoU

HURT HER...

Y sosHe W WELL LONT SHE BE
KNOWS ALL SURPRISED TO (D THAT
ABOUTME, 1 KNOL A Felw THINGS
EH? ABOUTHER, T00? 4

‘ VoL YOURTEAM,
OH,YEAH. ™ YOUR ENEMIES, YOUR

SHE KNOWS ALL - ALLIES, YOUR SILLY
6888%700 DRESS CODE ..

W-WHAT DOYOD GOYS (TS OK, MAGGIE, ITS OK.

WANT?Z I DIDNT DO ANY- ALARMA JUST CAMETOTELL RIGHT.
THINGZ AND DHY ARE YOU YOU SOMETHING.. o1 ARMAZ
DRESSED LIKE THAT, ANGEL? g

WHATS GOING ON? ,
OH, [ DONT

KNOW., WHY DONT

WE LET LITILE MISS

KNOW-[T-ALL SQUIRM
JUSTATEENY BIT

LONGER?
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(DHY DONT Yo TELL Me WHY (M HeRe, SINCE Yo
KNOL ALL ABOUT M2 WHY [V BEEN HOLED UPIN YOUR
PIG STY APARTMENTS FOR WHAT SEEMS LIKE EONS/

MAGGIE, SHES
LOOKING FOR PEGGY
DAYDREAM.

SHE MEANS PENNY
CENTURY, WHO WE UNDERSTAND
1S A DEAR ERIEND OF YOURS.

WELL,
NEAH,BUT [
HAVENT SN
HER(NA LONG
TIME.

DHATZ SOSHE 6T
SUPER POWERS, 15 SHE
e, LIKE, EVILZ OHAT IL
i J A\ _SHeTRY 10 DO?
= Mio,

E
E

“5&\

BUT YoU DO KNOW THAT THAT SCATTERBRAINED PAIN-
IN-THE-ASS WANIVA BE HAS BEEN TRY/NG TO OBTAIN SUPER
POWERS FOR SEVERAL YEARS NOW), DRIVING THE ENTIRE
SUPER HERO COMMUNITY COMPLETELY BATTY,

YEAH, SHES
ALWAYS BEEN A
BIT OBSESSED
ABOUT IT.

1 ﬂﬂl

OH, I DUNNO. MAYBE PAINT THE LIKE GIVING
WHITE HOUSE BLACK AND CALL (T THE MATCHES AND
BLACK HOUSE. PUT HOWARD, FINE AND DYNAMITETOA
HOWARD AND HOWARD AND BESSER CHIMPAN2e€.
AND DERITA 0N MOVAIT RUSHMORE.
STVGCO THe EIFEEL TOWER....

THATS " WELL, [UE ALREADY
REALLY UP SPENT FARTOO MUCH TIME
TOHER. . GABRIN'SO(IL BEOFF

THANK YOU BOTH
FORYOUR VALUABLE
COOPERATION.
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(M WORRIED
ABOUT PENINY,
ANGEL.

(M SURE SHeLL B€E
FINE. THOSE FENOMS KNOW ~ WHAT?

I . THEIR STUFF. THEY...
Lk

=)

LOOK AT Yo/
YoL NEVERTOLD
Me, ANGEL?

NOTHINGTOTELL NV BUTITS Y MIGHTAS
REALLY, ST SOMETHING  OVER,SOOFF  WELL TAKE A
1 PUT TOGETHER... ™ SHOWER.

l

OH,

SHow (s TODAY. MAYBE TODAY
WE STRIKE GOLD, HUOH?

NY
THOSE SNOTTY
FENOMENONS, — YER THERE
THEY ARE, ALL
INTHEIR FilVe
GLORY,

WOLLDNT Yo
KNOW [T THE Z0LARS
GET OPON THE BOARD
(DITH THe EXPENSIVE 18eT

AH, FORGET THEM. ANYONE WITH
ReAL BRAINS KNOWS oL POINT YOUR SHOVEL
DOWNWARD TO FIND THE REAL GOLD.

ANDTEN AND Y MAGGIE,
ELEVEN/ALLTHREE OU ARETHE
BUCKS EACH?
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BUT THE SUCKY 1 CANT
PART (S, TWOOF THESE \ FIND A SINGLE
(SSDES ARE REPRINTS | THING Oy THEM
OF ONE:‘ A vAéREADY ON LINE.

AS LONG AS

THAT DASNT THE

Fenoms KILUNG
PeNNY.

oL NEED,
MAGGIE?

BRRRRRR...
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Ok, (M Here. & NOW THE
TOOK AWHILE, BUT  PUNCH LINE,
(M HeRe. RIGHT?

Q5

Y YOVWANTMETOMOE N
1/ THOTHAGZ LY DONTAOY ) OULD
WELL? askYoUR FENOM SOROR(TY ) LOCATE
: . SISTERSTOHELPYOU? b THEM,

> L MAYBE 1 SHOULD JUST
B YELLINGS ~SITONTOPOF ITFORA FEW
N%TEGL%JSC«W DAYS TILL IT HATCHES,
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HEY THERE WAS M WELLWELL, TS L : THIS MUSTBE ,
SOMEONE NSIDE THE THE NOTORIOUS DR. N : HIS BABYSITTERS
A WHOLE TIME/

N ZOLAR HIMSELF, \ CLOB.

OBVIOUSLY AN

ERROR (N JUDGMENT

ON (1S5 KNOW-(T-ALLS
PART, HUH 2

W 1 GOTLITIE BRRY | OT TISHA, TASHA N
KMy MISTERS, AkA I ANDTHERESTOFTHE N
PERFECTTEN. ZOLAR BRATZ. "

B STHISAWOFYVZDID NGiP ALARMA, [KNOW O IR THERES A NP THEY CANT GET TREATED IN
g Yo RON INTO THe FENOMS BY I YOURE WORRIED ABOUT HOSPITAL NoT Y JUST ANY HOSPITAL. SUPER HEROES
CHANCEZ HOHZ TELLME/ TELL ) YOUR TEAMMATES, BUT REQUIRE SPECIALIZED TREATMENT

MEYOD LITTLE WeeD/ LETS HELP THESE FOLKS
FIRST, OK?

(éé‘j 72?) \ éﬂ/ \i\'.\— \§§
= \ Q\’ W D 2 =
\ i \ 7. O
\ Q)
/ o
A —
\
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YOURE DOING ALL RIGHT,
FOR SOMEONE (DHO HASN'T
SHOWN Me ANYTHING.

I GUESS ]
STILL HAVEA LoT
TO LEARN.

WERE LOOKING FOR
DOCTOR KWAN HO LEE,
BETIER KNOWN AS...

Y w%‘a’ ¥ /
OV GAVEME
el Gk

T ORFEDA! (\% oY CENTORY.

~

-
R%%CT.' APOTENTIAL TRIPLEH BOMBY  THE BEGINNING N A MUCH MORE

SHES GONE BERSERKZ N BUT IM SURE.YoU WOLLD
COMPLETELYMAD.1 TELLYOD?  PREFER TO HEAR ABOUT (T FROM

LOOKOUT BELOW! TILT/ CIVILIZED, GENTLER TONE.

R = W) |
&\ \—, :5@5_
S \\)
» S A
< /_/

AT FIRST 1 THOUGHT HER W, THEN T FOUAD ITWAS
AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR CAME  SOMETHING MUCH DEEPER,
FROMTHESIDEEFEECTSTHAT  CLOSER TO THE HEART,
COMMONLY ARISE WITH NEWLY
ACRUIRED SUPER POWERS.
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“(T SEEMS PENIY (WAS PREGNANT FOR A FOURTH TIME AND

SHe FELTTHIS WAS HER LAST CHANCE FOR (MMORTALITY SO

SHe HONTED DOWN THE USUAL SCIENTISTS TO HELP HER

OBTAIN ‘THE GIFT' AND CAME OP WITH THE USVAL RESULTS;
(T NORESULTS. THISTIME SHE WOVLDNT 6lUe DR

so\l\’:” goreY!
Sorey, SORRY!
4 SORR): v

R
Rey, SToRRY!

L)
e
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“SHe GOTATIPABOUT A HAS-BEEN SORCERER NAMED VAKKA
BOOME WHO HAD CLAIMED TO HAVE DISCOVERED THE SECRET OF
OBTAINING THEGIFT.” PENNY WAS WARNED REPEATEDLY THAT IT
WAS MOST LIKELY A SCAM, BUT BY THIS TIME, SHE (WAS DESPERATE,
DETERMIVED AND DEAF TO AL SKEPTIC(SM.

“VAKKAS CDNTRACT WAS STANDARD BUT OUTDATED, (NISTEAD OF
MONEY AS PAYMENVT, SHE LDOVLD GET PENNYS NEXT BORN

CHILD, STILL, PENNY SIGNED. AFTER AL, SHE THOVGHT, WOMEN
GIVE THEIR BABIES UP FOR ADOPTION EVERY DAY, DONT THEY 2

“THE PROCESS WAS SIMPLE AND PAINLESS AND TO EVERYONES
AMAZEMENT (AND CHAGRIN) IT WORKED. FINALLY PENNY HAD
FULEILLED HER LIFELONG DREAM TO FLY AMONG THE GIFTED, EVEN
THOUGH THE GIFTED WODLD NEVER FLY AMONG HER AFTER THE
CONTROVERS(AL AGREEMENT SHE MADE WITH VAKKA.

"VAKKA WAS ACTVALLY MORE ELATED ABOUT THE ACHIEVEMENT
THAN PE(VYY. AS SHE CELEBRATED BY DANCING ARODNID LIKE
AN IDIOT, PENNIY SAW AN OPPORTUNITY TO GET MORE BANG FOR
HER BUCK AND GUICKLY DIPPED HER LITTLE DAVGHTER MAITE
INTO THe MAGIC BATH WATER THAT HAD TRANSFORMED HeR.

"ANDTHEY WERE OFF. OFEON A MISSION, NOT TOAID THE CAUSE OF
JUSTICE, BUTTO HAVE FUN AND CADSE MISCHIEF WHEREVER THEY
PLEASED. PENIIY WAS FLYING HIGH. SO HIGH, SHE FAILEDTO NOTICE
THE INCREDIBLE CHANGE LITILE MAITE WAS GOING THROVGH.

“HER GROWTH RATE HAD STARTED TO INCREASE: TO WHERE SHE HAD
AGED A FULLYEAR IN THE PER(OD OF A SINGLE MONTH. PENINY
CAMETOTHE CONCLUSION THAT THE MAGIC BATH WATERS
POTENCY WASTOO EXTREME FOR MAITES LITILE SYSTEM.
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“AN OUTRAGED PENN'Y ACCUSED VAKKA OF FOUL PLAY. VAKKA
BIAMED IT O PENNYS SELFISHNESS. AN INTENSE FELD BEGAN
THAT ESCALATED (NTO AN ALFOUT WAR. IT BECAME SO INTENISE,
THAT SIX MONTHS INTO IT, PENNY FAILED TO NOTICE A CHANGE SHe
HERSELF HAD GONE THROUGH.

"PENNY (0AS NEARLY NINE MONTHS PREGVANT, YET SHE WAS NOT
SHOWING. DOCTORS CONFIRMED THAT HER BABY LAS IN PERFECT
HEALTH, BUT THAT AT BIRTH, IT WOULD BE A MERE ONE INCH (N
[s;%% %@Ps ONE MORE VICTIM OF THE MYSTERIOUS MAGICAL

Ml\

“ONE MORNING BETWEEN BATTLES, HER BARY WAS BORN. NOW),
WHETHER ITWAS [V WRITING ORNOT, IN NO WAY WAS PEAINY
GIVING ITDP 10 VAKKA BOOME. SHE NAMED HER THIMBELINA
AND KEPT HER SAFE INSIDE A CHARM ATTACHED TO HER BELT.

VTHIS INFORIATED VAKKA EVEN MORE AND THE VAR ESCALATED
O GRLACTIC PROPORTIONIS, AS (TBECAME TOD BIG FOREARTH. TEN
MORE GRUELLING MONTHS OF (NTENSE GIVE AND TRKE HAD
PASSED WHEN THE TIDE FINALLY SHIFTED TO THE ADVANTAGE OF
THE MORE EXPERIENCED VAKKA.

“AN EXHAUSTED PENIVY WAS DOWN FOR THE COUNT AND VAKKA (DAS
ZEROING [ FORTHE KILL, OHEN A NOW TEENAGED MAITE CAME TO
HER MOTHERS RESCOE AND FINISHED OFF THE EQUALLY EXHAVSTED
wTI;KA T(EDR{LHI ?@Y SUPER RIGHT CROSS THAT SENT HER SAILING OFF

€ .
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PENINY WAS SOPROVD AND WANTED TO CELEBRATE IWITH HERTIWO
DADGHTERS WHEN MAITE DEALT A CRUSHING BLOW. SHE WAS
LEAVING PENNY FOREVER, OFF T SEE THE DNIVERSE. AFTER ALL,
SHEONLY HAD A GOOD S1K OR SEVEN YEARS BEFORE SHE LOODLD
DIEOFOLDAGE.




“PENNY (WAS CRUSHED TO LOSE HER DADGHTER MAITE SO SOON (N B THIS THREW PENNY INTO A MENTALLY DESTRUCTIVE STATE
LIFE, BUT WAS DOBLY CROSHED (WHEN THE CHARM THAT CARRIED B THAT SOMEHOW (NCREASED HER POLDER A HUNDREDFOLD, THUS, S
HER FOURTH DAUGHTER WAS GOIVE FROM HER BELT. WHO COULD B BRANDING HER A THREAT TO LIFE IN HEAVEN ITSELE: 0
TELL WHEN), HOW OR WHERE (T HAPPENED DURING THE INTENSE —— '
M MYSDGGESTION [STO

TEN MONTH BATTLE 7" Se& L x
R CTEREIN  FINDHER DAVGHTERS. THAT  YEo
ARG  AY SOUND €ASIER SAIDTHAN IR

B, DONE,BUT IT MAY BE THE ONE

THING THATIL SAVE US ALL.

[ WISH I COULD HELPYoU
BUT THERES NO TELLING HOW
LONG (LL BE LAID DP.

1MUST60TO
SLEEPNOW
MAYGOD

AND SCIENCE GO
WITH YU

\ CRY..

THAT N & WeRe GONNA
N DISTANT NEeDMORE HELP. 1NN
FLASH.THAT PENNY? A ARENTWE?
SAD,SAD _—
b . ‘
=)

&

N
T

N
>
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.

WE DONT HAVE MANY CHOICES
NOW THAT CHEETAH TORPEDA AND THE
ZOLARS ARE OUTOF ACTION AND THE
FENOMS ARE MISSING...

(DELL, WHO ELSE DO LELL, THERE IS ONE
YOU KNOI THAT COULD HELP T PERSON, BUT YOURE GOIA
USZ SOMEONE POWERFUL /|  HAVE TODOALL THE TALKING

A5 & PLANET WHO ... BECAUSE [ CANT STAND THE

SNOTTY ASS BITCH...

HElPYOUZ
SPACE QUEEN
HELPS NO ONE
BUT SPACE
QUEEI.

WHY 1 SHOULD
HeLPov2

WELLYOU
ARETHE BEST
AROUND, SO

(1 TOLD.

ENGLISH.

DONTMIND N Now, Vv OHYES. WHY SHOULD
YOCHITL. SHE SPEAKS  WHERE
NOTAWORD OF ~, WASIZ  APPREHEND SOME TWO-BIT
LUANNA-BE BY THE NAME
OF PENNY CENTURY?

[ DIRTY MY HANDS JUST TO
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WHY WITH TOUR BEAUTY
ALONE, WE COOLD LORAP THIS
OPBY SUNRISE,AND....

WELL, MAYBE (DITH CHIDREN7Z W GO/SPACE
YOUR VAST KNOWLEDGE \ AN EVEN IWORSE ~ QUEEN NEEDS
OF THE UNIVERSE, WE-CAN | REASONTOD(RTY  HER SPACE
FIND HER LOSTCHILDREN | MY HANDSZ VAP

BEFORE SHE MAKES ITTO

// EARTH AND...

T

)




NO, BECADSE I

ITSNOBIG DEAL!

DONIT BELIEVE SHES JUST
GONNGA LET THIS GO UKE

THERe lere
PEOPLE LIVING ON
THAT SATELUTE
THAT PENNY COT
INTWO/ YOU SAID
IT YOURSELF/

AND WHAT ABOLT
DR.20LAR AND HIS GIRLS?
THEYRe NOT LOOKING T0O

YES I,
DID. LTS
GO.

Ll‘

WELL, BOOT ANGEL,
{F YOUR STRENGTH AUD
COVRAGE MATCH THE SIZE
OF YOUR MOUTH, You WONT

NEED MY HELP.

|

FANTABDLICIOVS
FENOMENONS,
DONT YoU2

OH.YES.AND " THATIS, IF YOU CAN EVER
YOUALSO HAVE  FIND THEM. THEY SEeM 0 Be ) SHOW DB AND
{{ THe HELPOF THE.  AS ELUSIVE ASTHOSE KIDS,

SO WILL THOSE
KIDS, WITH NO
HELOPD FRoM

N )

(A

KEEP YOU. ALLTHE BEST INYOUR THE
LITE ADVENTURE, GIRLS. DO

THEN PLEASE, DONT LETME Y Yoo KOW Y OH, WAIT,
WAYOLT, THIS IS MUCH
NTYU2 . FASTER.

CHEETAH.

OH, AND MY & ID SEND FLOWERS BUT SHES PROBABLY
CONDOLENCESTO MISSING HER NOSE RIGHT NOW SO SHE MOST

LIKELY CODLDVT SNIFE THEM ANYORAY.
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Y Frovask
ME, SHESJUST
SCARED-

5 FYOU ASK Mg, THIS
B IS ALL ONE BIG TOKE AND
B OUANHAVE T, 48

BUT PENY,
REMEMBER ?
ATHREATTO | HER POWERS, ABOUT HER FEUD WITH VAKKA
LIFETél\étlFEAgEN BOOME, BUT T DIDNT DO ANYTHING TO SfoP
ITSELF..?

1 KNOWTHAT (Ve KNOWN ABOUT IT
SINCETHE BEGINNING/ ABOUT HER GETTING

1T, AND DO YOU KNOW WHY...?

BECAUSE (M IN THE FENOMS? THAT WELL-DRESSED, WELL-
OILED ORGANIZATION THAT DECIDED ™ THIS SITDATION (S NOTA
MATTER OF OURS TO [NTERFERE IN A PERSONAL DISPUTE, AND

NOW LoOK ATUSZ LOOK AT THE MIGHTY CHEETAH TORPEDA LAYING
ONASLAB LOOKING LIKE A PILE OF SCRAP METALZ

GALACTIC ENEMY NDMBER ONE HAS
CAPTURED Bee, ROBOT COUNCIL WILL REWARD
HANDSOMELY US. PLUS, AVENGED DID US HERO

AND MENTOR OURS, CHEETAH TORPEDA.
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P >
/ PENNY CENTURY
CORRECTION)! PENNYCENTURY pii




ROBOT COUNCIL INSTEAD 7 TORN
HAVE HEADS OURS FOR F(RING  EXTERMINATOR
ON (NNOCENTS THEM. DESTROY  CAN(ON IT FROM
EVIDENCE MUSTWE LS. ATONCE STUN TO

§ KILL.

WAITING \
FOR IDHAT?
BLAST NoWw

FOR REASON ODD,
EXTERMINATOR CANNVON
MYSTERIODSLY MISPLACED
(TWE HOW US WHY?

veowcH!

"

\%@
[/
(2

£
)

— /

“Il“\;

({
—

D

%

7

Xz
)
L7e
i

[

A1\

I
\

'a"
\ Q

|
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W THATS WHATSUCKERS NI, OV KNOW, ALARMA, R
AN/ YO0 GET FOR THINKING 1 W T HAD A DREAM ONCE WHERE
WASTWO-BIT WANNA-BE [ 1 10AS RESCUED BYA SPANISH

PSYCHO THAT SHE? \
| N
3 AN
/),
<

SPEAKING MA(D...

n

<

Y . NOTOTHE HIGHNESS OF CLUELESSIVESS g
(M STILLIVSTA HOUSEKEEPER, WHICH DPTILL
(NOW WASTHE BASIC TRUTH FORTHIRTY YEARS

SINCE THETI-GIRLS CALLED IT RUITS.
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B JUST O SMASH 0P CHEAP

ROBOT TRASH.

DR.Z20LAR.

RECOGNIZE ME.
I HAVE BEEN
AWAY.




W  ACTUALLY, [ WAS g~ YEAHZ WDELL, THATS ALL NOBLE
¥ GOINGTO DEACTIVATE "Y' AND EVERYTHING, BUT THIS ISNT THE
IT.1 ALWAYSTRYTO FIND '\ GOODOL’ DAYS. THIS FENNY CENTURY  F.
THESAFESTWAYDSEME A, THING IS FASTMEAN AV'UGLY. g/
BN UNFORTUNATE 4

SITUATION.

A Y THEN PERHAPS T EAHYEAR/ THATWAS N

IT$ YOUR PENINY \ SO COOL THELWAY YoU WERE
DIE.1WODLDA | CENTORY DILEMMA. | GONNA WASTE THOSE ROBOTS

| YOUDIDSAYYoU A ITH THE(R Ol GUN.

X MEZBUT L. P
B WeLL, 1 DO WHAT I
’ CAN, BUT... B

SHES ONLY HUMAN. N
SUPERHUMAN PERHAPS,
BUT STILL...

, THATS WHY YOURE VERY
¥ (MPORTANT TO THIS OPERATION,

M ALARMA,YOUR SKILL AND SUPERIOR

MIGHT MAY Be THE ONE KEY [NGRE-

DIENT T OUR SUCCESS.

W Wl THATSURE B
R SOONDEDALL POSITIVE
ADGUNGHO.

W WHEREVE YOO GUYS NP YOUR ORDERS WERETO REMAIN R
BEEN 2 THIS PENNY THING | UNDERCOVER UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

IS OUTTA CONTROL ANDT | e Yo CHOSE To EXPOSE YOURSELF
FEEL LIKE WERE AL ALOVE. AL~ AND INVOLUE STRANGERS.

OUT HERE, Y KOW? e '
- _ W) oW,

BUTIFYouSAW B

W 7 ¥ SomeMeS reiR N - . .

PONTTHINK | GliES UsouR eRentesT |/ ALARMA?
STRENGTH, SOMETIMES Do

g\ YOUTHFUL OPTIMISH.

-,

Y,
2

il

Y
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7 NoUUE BROKEN W BUT SEEING AS WE NOL) P> -
ENOUGH FENOM  VIEW THIS PENNY “THING” AS ~_ RETURN
ROLESTO HAUE YOU ODTERPLANETARY, FAROUTOF  TO BASE AT R
SUSPENDED FOR  OUR JUR(SDICTION, THEREFORE  ONCE.
A ALFETME... g NO LOVGER ODR PROBLEM, Jmmy
Yob ARE ACRUITIED.

OH,MAN. OHAT Y

N A LOAD OF CHICKEN WHERE You I
B SHIT EXCUSES... o GOINGZ

HEY, ¥ ovHearD N
HER. [ HAVE TO

GET BACK.

W e BUTYOD
HEARD ESPECTRA, TO0/
B /0URe WAY TOO (MPOR-
R TANTTOUSTO LeAE B
(o7

1 SIGNED AN OATH WHEN
1 BECAME A FENOMENOA. T
CANT DISOBEY ORDERS. 4

IR E s -

Y ABOU -GIRLS? CHEETAR? . JEr
WHAT ABOUT PENINY? YoU CANT TELL ME You JALARMAZ

SPENT ALLTHOSE MONTHS (N OUR PIG STY .

. APARTMENTS FOR NOTHING 7 '
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YOUR YOUTHFDL ‘ .
OPTIMISM WILL GETYoU  COME
\_ THROVGH THIS.

oW, Ge
OP.

Y (vow,

)
WEHAUE ReADY?
ADUYD

PERFORM.



: ¥ DIDYOU kNOWw ¥ ONEDOCTORED - I WILLTEWL THANK YO,
NOTHINGTO ~ MIRACLE WOMAN  PHOTD (I THE PAPERS M. RIVERO YoU A
l BEASHAMED COULD NEVERFLY  AND SHE BECAME A ARE HerRE.

OF

E(THER?

=

° nx 'j.?ﬁ

ARE YES.MY, ¥ OH, LOOK. ER YES, ALL SUPER-
?Hzég{gs# WEWERE SATURNA. SHE SHe A PR%FESSIONAL HEROES FROM MEXICD

SOYOUNG HADTYPEONE DIED.
THEN.

GIRLS? DIABETES.

Yes,MiNI, W1 ReALize THIS LOOKS
WERESORRY T FUNNYAS | HAVENT BEEN (N
DROP () UNEX- TOUCH FOR SEVERAL YEARS BUT
PECTED. THERES A REASON WE-..

IOHEN DO WE

HOT _ ,coriiionse ez
I wo powe KiiLZ come

® " OPAND HELPME FIND
MY COSTUME £
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HUBEA 1 ' BUT. TS NOSURPRISE, ... ANDOF COURSE, A
Ho! REALLY, I ALWAYS MADE LIMENIPTUCK HEREAND ~ BUTENOUGH
FVe ~ SUREIDSTAYTHISSAME | 1 ALUAYS AND  THERE THROUGH THE YEARS.  ABOUTTHIS OLD
HUSBANDS,  SIZ€ JUST IN CASETHIS | SAID THAT BODY 10WE TALL “GIFT'SALON STYLE, THAT ~ BROAD.LETS (50 (VAB
FIVEDIVORCES DAY WOLLD COME. BELONGS INA TOFAST(ARS 1S/ HA HAAAZ US SOME BANDITS,
LATER AND IT MOSELM. AND FAST T-GIRLS STYLE.
STILLFITS,
\\\\\/;,.i\
N7
U" \oocv Ro ¢/ |\ = =
f=4 =
\E& .
ISAD) @ PO -
Hi EEE: Ji= =\
N T

§ WHAT ABOLT
FALCONAZ WILL
Bl SHE BE JOINING

¥ PROBARLY NOT. EER SINCE Nl
SHE LOST FRED, SHE SPENDS MosT oF [
_ HERTIME AT THe RACE TRACK.

ENI ) S Aoy ,_/' \ /J& % g

"WHAT ABOUT
THe WeePER?"
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”W” \1
:

Rocky,
s D,S.L

Gl KL/
PUT THAT
DOW.
=
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Hold DO T KNOL
TS REALLY YOU? THE
TGIRLS DISBANDED
DECADES AGO.

@ -
3

WELL, I KNOW THE TROE
REASON YOU WERE A TI-GIRL
AND [T WAS NOT BECAUSE OF
THAT UGLY KISSER...

EVER SINCE WE CALLED ITQUITS ‘
1UE BEEN TAKING CARE OF THINGS IN MY OWN

lIIIl||l|IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII"DI i

151 ‘\“\h h L
L |T |

M

DON( T
THPNKHER AlL AT NEVER CHANGE, DO
THEY, GIRLS 2 '
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YOUVE ALWAYS N
HAD A WAY OF PUTIING TS
THINGS, MiNI. BT%EN

..BUT THe
BEAUTIFUL FACE
HIDDEN BEHIND

THEWEEPERGOT  MONTH. { BACKATTHE NOWEEPER?
TOH(MFORE WE STATION, I THERE VEVER
DID CAPN. su)eﬁk.., was A U)EGPER,

}l :l‘l' l“

IS [T MY IMAGINATION OR DoES
PENNIY CENTURYS SHRIEKING SEEMTO B
BE GETIING CLOSER TO EARTH?Z

g

Y=

e

e







DF 1/1')

(ORE
SHE LOOKS / \\ (MAD. MAD WITH
HeRe SHe \ PRETTY DPSET, \ GRIEE. Well, WHAT
COMES,LIKEA \ DOESNTSHEZ O¢ ARE WE WAITING
BAT OUT OF HElL /% FOR? LETS GO/
m{; ?\sz(ﬁme — ™
g (<Y
<=
=7 <) Nz
:\ =\ ) _
g, g SNELY =
| [ ) T )\ €2
\@ /; : 7,
g - 3 / / =

@ \s‘

1 ) %
7
)
g7 Yo )
X
7 5 = /;?;/
- /////// [ O
Y avcel, ¥ 0cHTLFIReMeMBER NN | GUESS © RONDOLE: NRIERRP,  CAREFUL, ESPECTRA. Nl
57 WAIT/LETS DO CORRECTLY, THIRTY YEARS AGO E MON. THeDIPLOMATIC 1wl SHE SEEMS OBLIVIOVS O
PR F C TG [A " ALLAROUND HeR.

‘t-._ —

e —

S
. © B CAC
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N  PcnNY, NI THE WEEPERS RIGHT. HER I THATMEANS SHES "W THERES STILLA CHANCE (E
¥ PLEASE SLOW & GRIEFHASTURNED HER (WD A JEEE BOUNID T DESTROY EVERY-  WONT HAVE O GET TO ROUD
BLIND ROVALWAY TRAI. THING IN HER PATH AND _ TWO, WHICH WOULD BE CLOB-

- : NOT EVEN KNOW (T, BERING HER SENSELESS.

‘ - (IAKE SURE
R THE PATH S GREEN
AND WIDE 7

X0/ TRYTO ; . ANY IDEA

¥ (VENARROWED (TDOWN & ANDTHE X 1 WILLLET YoU
STEER HER IN MY (DHERE (DE SHOLLD

o THE NORTH POLE, THE SOUTH '] WINNER [ KNOW WHEN] Ste: T
A POLE OR ALY SPRINGS... 15.. A LETS ME KNOW).
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WE DNDERSTAND YOUR PAINZ

LET US HELP YO/ OTHERWISE, (M AFRAID

PENNY,  WELL HAVE TO APPREHEND You AND HAND
LISTENTO ) YU OVER O THE AUTHORITIES/

OH YEAH 2

Bl HAND MEOVER IF
NOU CANT EVEN
STAY IN THE

Y XocHIT., B
MI GUERIDAZ
ARE YOL

THAVENTHAD A "7 AT LEAST N
RIDEUKETHATSINCE ~ ROUNDTO IS Y
WE BATTLED THE LWING  ONNECESSARY.
ROLLERCOASTER. LOOK AT :

NO, THE POOR THING SEEMS @
COMPLETELY EXHAUSTED, RUINING
ON FULL STEAM FOR MONTHS.

[ BELIEE (M N
ON FOR ROUND THREE:
INTERROGATION. GENTIE,

ROCKY.
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SHES RECORDING \ [SEEASMALL N\~ THATMUSTBE \N—" THe N\
PENN'TS MATERNAL (NSTINCT. BUILDING AND TS Y{ WHERE ONE OF THEM Y/ WEEPER Y]
TSHOULD MAKE IT EASIER TO RIGHTHEREON  [| HAS ENDEDUP. CAN [T CANSNIFF

LOCATE HER CHILDREN. EARTH. AT\ YOUFINDIT? /A OUTAFLEA |
A\ | = \E; ONADOG, /
AT SN\ a
[ ] ‘iiill
'

BN THATS FOR Me£ ZAP Me (M ONLY GWING Yo THE
SECATINY YR WITH SOME OF THAT MATERNAL AMOUNT YODLL (NEED TO FND THE
PLANET FAR KID. o0 MOCH AND YoUlL START TO

JUICE, ROCKY BABYZ

AWAY... BELIEVE ITS YOUR VERY OWN.

(M NOT SURE.. T SORT
OF EXPECTED PENNY TOBE A
}  LITIE MORE TROUBLE THAN

SHETURNED OUT TO BE.

MIRA. V' SHES BeeN
SLEEPING THROUGH
UkeA UCH.
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, A LR
WELLITS ~ WOULDNT 1 GIRLAND]DID WOULDSAY, WHY
PARTOFTHE (WEAR..Z1 | AWRY IDITHTHOSE  HIDE ALLTHIS
UNIFORM... MEAN,YOU ] USELESS THINGS
pONT..2 AGES AGO.

BUT, YOU

OH,, = YoLTOOK
[DONT  YOLRMASK
THSll(_\'JK SO Off

HER MASK IS HER PERSOIVA. SHE WEARS IT O
STRIKE TERROR INTO THE HEARTS OF SDPERSTITIODS
COWARDLY CRIMINALS. (TGOES BACK TO WHEN HER
LWEEPER '\ GREAT GREAT GRANDMOTHER (WORE IT TO BATTLE
WEARS THE KU KLUX K(AN AFTER THE CLUIL (AR.

SHES HOWYoU SAY,
REALOLD SCHOOL .

DI AND [ BUORNED OUR (VAskS W7 THEN ALLTHE
ONTHe DAY WE AKED DR. ZOLARASOUR  OTHER TEAMS STOOD
LEADER. ITFELT SO LIBERATING AND OH, _ AGAINST US...
SO SCARY AT THE SAME TIME ..

1CANT & OB.NOWSEEZ [SNT
REMEMBER  THAT SO MOCH NICERZ DONT
(FWEEVER  YOU Feel FReE?
CAVGHT...

WELL, [T WAS BETTER
THAN HAVING THEM CONTINOE
TO DISREGARD LS.

AND I BELIEVE
(VE DID OUR BEST IDORK
(N THOSE DAYS.

WELL, THERE LWAS
THE TIMe WE TOOK ON THE
DEMENTED DEMONA...

OH,WAS SHEA PIECE
OF WORK. SO NORTHO-
DOX, SO OUT THERE..

KIND OF LIKE OUR
PENINY HERE...

I CAN STIL
FEEL HER KVEE
0PMY NOSE.
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THe FENOMENONS THANK YoU FOR YOUR
ASSISTANCE, BUT WELLHANDLE [T FROMHERE, SO
YOU MAY Nolw DISPERSE AND GO HOME,

YOO DONT N\ WE UNDERSTAND PERFECTLY
DNDERSTAND. Y ANDIWERE NOT GOING ANYWHERE
WEREHERE M UNTIL HER CHILDREN ARE BROVGHT

YeAH, YeaH, & [ MEAN, WHAD
BEEN DOING '\ SAY WHAT YA WANT, YU EXPECTZ (F YO
LATELY ZHIDING \RUTI GOTEM HERE, WOULDA SHOWN ME

DIDNT 12 SOMETHN...
BEDZGETTING

YOUR (VAILS
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BET
YoU CANT

\ YA UTTE
‘\ ] RATMOLE? ILL
TORNYOU INTO

) VANURE?
/

THE HECK IS THIS IS A PERSONAL

MATTER BETWEEN THE

7ALARMA/ NOT THIS FENOM, THEN WELL SEE YOU AT
PAY ATENTION/ BARY/ [ AINT LEAVING YOUR INQUISITION, WELL
THE FENOMS ARE | \ MY FRIENDS, NO MORE, TAKE HER INTD COSTODY
LEAUING? NOWAY, NOHOW/

YEAHZ Yo AND
WHAT CHEERLEADING

SRUAD, FARRAH?
OURSELVES.
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Ve BEEN LISTENING T YOUR
SUPERHERO CLAPTRAP AND ITREMINDS ME
ONLY TDO WELL HOW YOU ALL TREATED ME AS
A CVILIAN AND WELL AFTER .

SONOW ITS MY
TURN TO B A STUCK OP SUPER -
POWERED S(OB £

B 00w/ THIS MATERNAL W YOOWOUD THINK 4R
INSTINCT STUFF 1S PRETTY  WITH ALLTHOSE HOSBANDS
MAGICAL, NEVER HAVING Ve HAD T WOLLD HAVE AT SN
BEENAMOMMYSELE. _ahw  LEAST WANTEDONE. BN

Y | CANT REALLY TELL MOCH BUT el
& 1 DO KNoW FOR (ERTAINTHE KID IS :
SOMEWHERE ONTHATROKK. S

CRMINY/ 1 THINK "SR
THEYD RATHER SEE ME
COMEINPIEES/ il

K v ¥ THoPe [ AN AR
S~ CONVINGEEMTHAT 8
By COME (N PEACE. o adll

N\Y ROCKY WASNT FOOLING |,

(WHEN SHE SAID TINY PLANET, (M

FEELING A LITLE LIKe GULLIVERS
GRAMMA LOMPIT.
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AL RIGHT, YOO GLYS/

. — OH. ITLOOKS LIKE (M GONNA
INOW TURN ME

B [ WAS ONLY KIDDING ABOUT s MEET THEIR QUEEN. MAYRE SHE CAN
THE GULLWER BITZ LOOSE BEFORE I TEAR TELL ME WHERE THEKID IS. ///////4
— - OP THIS PLACE/ /
_ , I KNEW 1 SHODLDA (
: PAID MORE ATTENTION WHEN \(
WE LEARNED ESPERANTO \
I SCHOOL .

> o | - - ﬂé
i
./

OH, I KNOW. W DONT

YOU MISS YOUR  (DORRY BABY

MAMA SO VERY
MOCH.

> SORRY FEwAs BUTT N
, B GOTIA TAKE YOUR GUEEN. THERES |
YouRe oA | B FAR MORE (MPORTANT THINGS

B FORHERTD DO ATHOME. 8

" YOO MUST BE
THE. ONE AND ONLY
THIMBELINA.

¥ Rl R
S HeY/ Kol WHERETO B
* o HORTAGAL?

(Y LEADS HAVE. YK ...AND MY LEADS
BROUGHT ME ALLTHE ~ ARE NEVER (DRONG.
MISS MARPLE WOL
Be PROV

OHOH, WHY DD

I GET THE FEELING

THAT THESE ARENT

JUST HARMLESS
TOOTHPIKS Z

66 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES



B WEEPER? "¢ (M LOOKIG BT [HOPEVER "R
LONGTIME NO 2 FORSOMEONEAND | LOOKIN' FER DAT
B HeAR WUTRE YA LYURRE TUST THE. | DRONK SUPER BRORD &
DOIN'IN My S MANWHOCAN ) DATS BEATIN UPEVERY-
Neck? HelPE. g TING BUTDA KITCHEN
. SINK, COZYOU KIN ¢

IFITHINK 1 GoTeM ¥ THAT/S,
MADAT YO, ToQ BABY...  IF I COULD
BUT DONTYOU WORRY.. 11 EINDTH

GETUSOUTA HERE... . DOOR

Y vy umetere. R
NN 175 SURE GsONIVJA BE HARD
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g THERES OL'BOMBER ONCEATTHETOP T
WREMIN  OF HIS GAVE, NOW A LOWLY DENIZEN OF
&Y PLASTER CITY, SUPERDOMS SKIDROW.

ITSNUTS, I TELL YA. ONE DAY SHE WALTZES [N BLIND
STINKIN' DRUNK AN’ STARTS CHALLENGIN' EVERYBODY AV
NOBODYS BEEN ABLE TA BEAT ER AN'SHES (MADE A MATR
MESS O’ EVERYTING AN’ SIMPLY REFUSES TA LEAVE.

BOT NOIW SHES ,
AGREED TA SCRAM I
SOMERODY BEATS'ER | MAITE, AL
ARM RASSUN’ BUT g
SO FAR TS BEEN DA

SAME SOAP.
\ %ﬁ
\-/

\& B2 ﬂ\
™
l.i mllumli

WHENEVER
YOURE READY,
BARBIE.
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CMAN, ToOTS,
SHOW Me WHAT
YoU GOT.

—_

TS

(g

‘ \ﬁ

g

ZEON




IM TELLIN'YA, ITS
DOWNRIGHT EMBARRASSIN,
NOBODY kit BEAT DAT

UP/ GAME OVER

THEN 1
YO0, * GUESS IT5 My
DN DRVTOTRY

HOH?

THISGIRL(S WA THAVEA PLAN
SO DRUNK, TDONT ~ THATJUST MIGHT
THINK SHE EVEN  (WORK, BUT IiL HAUE
REMEMBERS WHO

w
STEP RIGHT UP,
WITEHYPoO. /) o,

YOVAINT GOT NO
SUPER POLERS,

=
Z 2,
7%
e,
A
7
) 7

NS

NN
RS

.

Q)

(

SAY YOUR
PRA‘/&RS’i SCARY

e
R s
Y 7
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GETER, TEN SAYS THE WITCH LADY
WEEPER? YoU GOES DOUIN BEFORE YO CAN SRY
\”“ KinDOIT/ “ANTI-LIFE EQUATION'?

|
"l
,]ll\l

OH, BIG GAMBLER? WHAT
KINDA ODDS DO 1 GET FI SAY
THE WITCH LADY WIS 2

YEAH!
PUTITUR,
PG,

WHOYA
CAWN'A
ders A a7

TS OBVIOVS I DONT
STAND A CHANCE AGAINST
YOUR SUPERIOR MIGHT, BUT
SINCE THERE ARE BOYS HERE
WILLING TO POT UP (MONEY
THEY DOWT HAVE ...

LADY. ESPECIALLY WITH NO
SUPER POIWERS.

ABOUT [F e DOTHI(S
LEFT-HANDEDZ

EVERYBODY
REMAIN CALM, SHES
NOT HORT.

[TSYOUR RIGHT &R, ISNT IT2 THIS (S
WHERE ALL YOUR SUPER STRENGTH IS ISOLATED.
THATS HOW YOU DISPOSED OF VAKKA BOOME
WHEN YO SAVED YOLR (MOTHER .

VAKKA..2
WHOS THAT?
Y M0-2

AN
N \\\\\\\
NIAW

\\XXX\\

N N
N

\
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YOUR MOTHER Y YoUBETER COME HOME. w WHAT PAY OP,
MUST HAVE HAD ONLY \ QUIT TALKING SHE MISSES YOU KINDA CRAP l SUCKERZ1 WANT
ENOUGHTIMETODIP | ABOUTMY | AND NEEDS YOU IS THIS? MY MONEY/
YOUR RIGHT ARM (NTO

THE MAGICAL BATH,
THEREFORE....

BULL/THE GETTHEDRUNK |\ TIME FeR YoD
WEEPER CHEATED | CHICK,TOD/SHE AINT ') GALSTA SCRAM.
AN'SHES THEONE | GOT THE DEADLY RIGHT | [LL HANDLE DIS
THHB[Gw(NNe pPaY ARM NO (MORE/ BONCA.
TIME!

B BOMBER COMe N _YOUKIDDIN'Z JAINT ¥ GOOD
WITHOS/ YU STILL FELTDIS ALILE (N YEARS, LUCK, WEEPER
HAVE A FUTLRE OUTSIDE | AN'DISTOWN KIN DSEME  [v'LOVE, AV’
[\ PLASTER CITYZ 4 MOREN Yo COULD/ TANKS/

. B
<

=
=

)
=~
o
&
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TG

R
+

+
+++'1—+ + H“F +
; Jﬁ?ﬁ Rk
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N Pense
g HAVE MY AR BACK?
1 PROMISE ILL COOP-

YOUR GIFT (WAS NEJER
MEANT TO BE USED FOR PETTY
SPORT, YOU SHOULD B (SRATE-
FUL FoR WHAT YOUE BEEN)

1 KNOW THAT
Now'ﬁlgFEEL AWFVL

SH

Y  Shes
B JUST SITTING \ BE PATIENT, KNI

B THERe, DOING | MY DEAR.
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.V VABE e
' YOU  SHOULDA TAKEN Ve
8 SAD ARIGHTATTHAT |
T LASTASTEROID, AN
e HUH, BABYZ (S

&/  PATIENTSCHMATIENTZ IFWERE N YOU HAVE YOUR
TRYING TO GET BACKTD EARTH, (DHY ARE | (NTERESTS AND T IR
WE FOLLOWING UTTE MISS MUFFETY? | HAVE MINE, NOW g
SHE LOOKS MORE LOSTTHAN (57 £ WILLYOV LETME A




w7 R DONT YOUSEE IT5 & AND IT5 ALL
WHATARE Yoo REEER HOPELESS2 (M GONINA  BECAUSE OF MY
DO . DIE IV SIXOR SEVEN
YEARS ANYWAYZ

SELFISH...

SCATIER-
BRAINED...

HONEY, DIDNT I TELL
THEELECTRIC | YOU? ITS THOSE (0D
COMPANY SAYS | DAMN CRIMEFIGHTERS

ITS NOT THERR AGAIN/
PROBLEM/ -\

\ ;ﬁ\x\
\ ,4/?; ‘

A .

M, )

,if \d \ Jl1

% \

AR

HONEY, DONT
GO VEAR IT7 [T MAY
BEA VILLAINS

VILLAIN ORNCT, THEY
CANT GOAROUND DISTURBING
PRIVATE PROPERTY ASIF IT
BELONGS TOTHEM
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OH,HEUD. V" (M SORRY SIR,BUT V" _INSELF
SDSORRY ABOUT | CANTALLOWYODTOVUSE  DEFENSE, OF
THE MESS, [LL HAVE THATONLESS Y00 WANTME  COURSE.
ITCL:AA;ED;JPIN TOTROVNCEYOL..
JIFEY,

THATS T VST N Ukel W como
SITQUIETLYANDILLRE WASNEVER  ONA
ON MY (WAY... HERE...

\\\\\\\x\\\\\\\\
R
\\\ \\\\\\ /

HONEY, THE DIDNT 1 TE(C
ELECTRIC COMPANY YOU?Z TS THOSE GOD
SAYS TS NOTTHE(R DAMN CRIMEFIGHTERS

PROBLEM/ AGAINZ

. 1 DIDNT EVEN GET TO THOSE
N DOANYTHING/ @VERY TIME T ) FENOMS SURE
TRIED, THOSE GDYS WOULD kNow THEIR

ONE-UPMEZ SIUFE
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TREES ARE INORDER...  CRaR
ELECTRICITYS BACK... PENNY
CENTURY IS SECURED...

o

) N
X



"~ WECANTTAKE ANY CHANCES, SO 8
M AFRAID WELL HAVE TO TAKE HER (NTD |
CUSTODY, YoLLL CONTACT US WHEN YoDVe
FODNID THE CHILDREN), WONT YOU? 8

< [ KNOW), .
B NO. THeResO MY T
g BENEFITS. :

W00 ALWAYS

SAIDYOU FELT LIKE
YOUNEVER REALLY |YenH.
A FITIN, LAR.

THANKS, S8
SUNNY,

Y  SOTHATS IT, HOH? ;
B SISTER HOGS ALLARODND
8 AND THEN EVERYBODY
(50ES HOMEe 7

WHAT DID Yo EXPECT, -

ANGEL? EVERYBODY KEERS

SOCKING SACH OTHER DNTIL 2%
SOMEONE DIES?

SMATER, ¥ 1 SHODLDA TOLD YA THATS \
KIDDO?NOT  THE WAY THE FENOMS WORK? FAST
EN%GRF\{/ gg 10N AND CLEANY NO VIVIVECESSARY / GOOD

(TSA

SPILLAGE, THATS THEMZ SYSTEM.

BUT, HEY/ THAT DOESNT HAUE T BE VS,
KIDDO/ THIS 1S OUR NEW BEGINNING # FORTHE

FIRSTTIME (N YEARS, (1M FREE TO USE MY GIFT
ANYWAY I CHOOSE, SO LOOK OUT, BABY/

TS REALLY |
SOTHeY DONT
DIRTY UPTHEIR
OUTFITS.

ALARMA, TO THINK THAT ALL THATS WHAT

THIS WAS HAPPENING TUST A SHORT \ YO GOYS GET FOR

J0G ACROSS THE COURTYARD FROM ) READING COMICS |
MAGGIES APARTMENT. ALLDAY,

g
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oW, TH(S AND HEY, [KNEW [ MIGHTNOTBE ABLETD & WHY I LET
1S MORE LIKE AN Now (iLBe \ clMve CONTACT GOLDEN GIRLIN OUTERSPACE  THEM GO INSTEAD T
IT.8ACkTOMY N ABIETOEAT | SOMEDF BUT 1 THOUGHT FORSURE [ WOVLDGET  OF M€, I COULD
OLD SE(F, i A SIGNA( FROM THE WEEPER. KICK MYSELF

aGAINZ [ THAT(MAKE
- == N

SN

' § —
d-"=
N~

7 "
if 'y

Y /
Y &

—N

e “;:
SN
[«

ZALARMA? (VHY SURPRISE. AND ITTOOK A LOTIA WORKTO HIND OLT
OH, AREYOU WEARING YOUR MAZ/T QUITTHE BUT, Yo WORKED ) WHATA BOGUS NAZI ODTEIT (T REALLY WAS,
E)(‘%()Se OLD ON(FORM 2 Fenoms/ MEET MY BRAND NEW BITCHIN' OUTFIT.
E.

HELLO, (VRS.
KRAKTOVILOVA.
REMEMBER Me

FROM ACROSS

THe WAY 2

WELL, 1S THERE SOMETHING
43 BLLRIGHT. £ WE SHOULD KNOW ABOLT
HAVE FUN. YOURDAVGHTER?

)}
VW7
S
\\\\‘\

D
NN

e

15
S
S

\JF
N
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WE DEFECTED FROM RUSS/A IDHEN ALARMA
(WAS THREE. THeY HAD BIG PLANS FOR HER AS SOMe
SORTOF SECRET WEAPON), BUT MY HUSBAND AND
1 HAD OTHER PLANS FOR OUR LITITE GIRL.

A

0y

50 7 “WE WERE HOPING THAT ONE DAY SHE WOULD BECOMEe
;2% (OMRADE 7 OR 10, NEXT IN LINE OF BILLIONAIRE H.R.
'X{),‘)) > (OSTIGANS BODYGVARDS. BUT WHEN SHE BECAME OLD)

1~ ENOUGH, WE FODND THAT SHE HAD PLANS OF HER OLUN.

" SHE WASNT A VILLAIN, BUT HER MANINER LWAS A BIT RECKLESS
AND MENACING TO HER PEERS, SO WE ENROLLED HER (N THE
FENOMENONS, IT WAS WHAT SHE NEEDED. THEY TRUGHT HER
DISCIPLINE AND TEAMWORK. SHE LWAS FINE AS LONG AS...."

PROMISE ME YOULL

INTOANY TROUBLE.

KEEP AN EYEON (WY BABY.
1 DONTWANTHERTOGET ) WE  ADMIRER OF YOURS...

AND BY THE WAY, 11
ALWAYS BEEN A GREAT

OH, HAHA? YES, ITS TOO BAD BUT, ON

ANDI YOURS, \ THE COLD (AR MADE IT OCCASION,
DIFFICUTFORALLOF We DID SHARE
USTOBE FRIENDS,

ENEMY.

AcoMMON  DR.BLITZZ

THE MAD

WORD HAD

IV A SENSE,

ITYOU WERE THE. \ YES. ITWAS WHEN
LASTTO SEE HIM ) THE TI-GIRLS WERE

ALlVE. STILLONDER THE
LEADERSHIP OF
DR.20lAR.
e T
el Y
A2 A

GOD AND SCIENCE | 79



* N THOSE DAYS I WAS CALLED FUER2A. THE MAD DOCTDR HAD "' We (NFILTRATED HIS LAIR AND T WAS RIGHTON HIS TAIL. HE
BOASTED THAT HE CREATED A TIME PORTAL THAT HE WAS GOING TO RAN THROUGH HIS TIME PORTAL AND I FOLLOWED H(M NOT
USETO TELEPORT DINOSAURS AND NAZIS TO OUR TIME TODO HIS KNOWYING THAT HE HAD INSERTED AN EXPLOSIVE DEVICE IN THE
EVIL BIDDING, BUT THE TI-GIRLS WERE CLOSING IN FAST. MACH(UE THAT He WODLD DETONATE IF EVER THE J1G WAS LR

*1 WAS HALFIWAY THROUGH THE PORTAL WHEN (TEXPLODED. 1 “'FROM THEN ON), T POSSESS THE MIAKE OP AND SPIRIT OF A GHOST,
COVLD FEEL HALE OF ME VENTURING (VTD ANOTHER TIME PERIOD HENCE MY CURRENT NAME. WHILE I USE MYGIVEN GIFT T AID THe
AND THe OTHER HALE REMAINING (I THE PRESENT, KNOWING CAUSE OF GOOD (N THE WORLD, I REMAIN FOREVER HALF A PERSON,
THAT THE MAD DOCTOR HAD POSSIBLY ESCAPED FOREVER. NEITHER HERE NORTHERE ... COMO UNA ESPECTRA.”

=
e

———
= —

/////éf/?/%%
. _

P
P TS

=

BUT PERHAPS YOU CAN FeeL WHOLE
KNOWING THAT SOMEIHERE ELSE IN TIME:
YoU ARE AIDING THE CAUSE OF GOOD IN THE
WORLD ASYOV ARE HERE AND NOW.

THERES A WOMENS VY RELAXAND ENJOY Y DONT
PRISON BREAK IN RANCHO  YOUR COFFEE, ESPECTRA. (WAIT R
CUCAMONGA, VAs

WELL HANDLE IT.

]|

(e,
AN
L, L) R

S
S

\\\‘\\\\
))&

)
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SHEKNOWS ¥ sHewps A
WHATSHES DOING... FENOMENON, ~HEH,
SHEKNOWS WHAT ~ AFTERALL...

SHES DOING...

J)ﬂ\ u\m Wy Df

\\\N\R{ (O 7

THERE RECALLTHE PRAVDA, (M NEEDED
ITIS. OWT-GIRLS  ELSEWHERE.

IFICAN Y FORGIUEME,

CODE...

il

i
““ U[!’g"[
i

MY  OF (OURSE | KNOWTHE e
WAY HOME, BABY GIRL. 1 WAS B8

JUST WAITING FOR THOSE TwO B
. CLOWNS To CATCH OP, WHO-
. EVERTHEY MAY BE.

[ HAVE PULLED
dHt SOMEe STUPID MOVES
IV MY DAY, BUT
THIS...

I THINK SO, BUTT FEELUKER g8
REAL IDIOT BELIEVING THAT LOST
BRAT COULD B REHABILITATED
WITH A SINGLE SESSION.

Y mAPRE ROCKY,1 GT N
/"’{;‘5 7 YOURS.0S.ARe N
DIOS* 5 oL OK?

AFTER ALL.

REVDNITING THE
. CENTURY FAMILY MAY
HAVE BEEN A BAD IDEA

B (TS HOPE R
GOLDEN GIRL HAS %
HAD FAR BETTER
LUCK.
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LOOKS UKE ODR B DI B SOMETHINGTEUS ME NN
PORSDERS BRETOOSHY B B AT KR (V) \IOT DEALING ITH THE [N
TO EXPOSE THEMSELVES. IR © ee s K B BRIGHTESTOFBULBS. 8
SOPPOSE (V€ INTRODUCE R LRI BN

OURSEWES? 4

0K, SUCKERSZ ONLESS YoU

B ()ANT YOUR FANNIES FRIED,YOU |
B BETTER SHOW YOURSELVES?

87 | BELIEVEYOV HAVE &P '
W A LITIE ZUMPTINK HERE ESPECIRANEGRA V' ke
B ZATRIGHTFULLY BELONGS , <& 7000, Y00 UTTLE GNAT/ A;:((?HPSMARE

THE

B DOYOURSTRULY/ 4
s o FUTURE?
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ONR 20 ©
% @
c°
ME, OO, CAN YoU
BELIEVE WERE ACTVALLY,
0 ,’r',‘\’" Ne) INSIDE CHEETAH TORPEDAS
//\lq\ Wi INFAMOUS INSTITUTION OF
(50D AND SCIENCE.
9 [ CAN
ALMOST FEEL
OO\ MY LEGS.
i
//_' ) o e ¢ ° —
% ) & ‘ "’ '<\\
\§//) o °
) %\ o |
— £ / = )
200° BN
NGNS 3
\ < B Wy [ A
5
Z o]
=) Z
_Z Z
==
YAME. 08-09 = _—

DCADNE

1 WAS HERE
ONCE, ABOLT FllE S
YEARS AGO.

THAT PENNY /
CENTURY ORDEAL HAD TO /
O HAVE BEEN OUR BIGGEST @ \
®~) ﬁ )

ADVENTURE YeT.

A\
s ()
° ‘el o

7 THeARDTHE /7
FENOMENONS PUT
HER AWAY. LIKE

\_THATS NES..

YOV THINK SHE
WAS SOMETHING
YOU SHOULD HAVE

WHERE
DID THeY TAKE
HERZ NOT HERE,

4 \_TH BEEN HERE FllE
YEARS AGD...

of FIE N\ of THATSNOT
YEARS AGD MY FALLT,
1 WAS N(VE, KimMy?

TASHAS JUST X\ TWENTY-
{ BITIER CAUSE SHES | ONE...
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YeAH, SO SAY BYe BYETO YoU NEVER OH,RIGHT/

THE Z0LARS AND HELLOTD THE ) KNOW), T MAY BE ) AN’ (M GONNVA
SUPERHERO RETIREMENT A A FENOMINMY | BESPACE

HOME, TASHZ \NEXT LIFE. QUEEN/

& 00,
Y
LR
LR
oo
>

'.1:)/9

SPeAKING OF
RETIREMENT...

WHO__ WHO KNOWSZ SOMe
WAS ) OF THE BOSS'S OLD FLAMES

UDHAT THAT EIGHTY-SOME- V' HELLO, ESPECTRA.
YEAR-OLD EGOMANIAC CWILIAN |75 GOOD T0 SEE YoL
(WAS DOING O THE BATILEFIELD _ BACK (N ACTION,
IN THE FIRST PLACE ...

-0

\
|

iy
. l@,"‘
.‘i.

THERES ONLY A SUM
CHANCE DR. ZOLAR WILL
PULLTHROUGH.

AND THANK YoU
AGAIN FORADMITIING

METOYOUR RECOVERY | ALWAYS WELCOME  To GET MY BOOBS
(N (MY HOvE,
WEEPER

WARD EVEN THOUGH
MY WOVNDS ARE
CIVILAN.

YouRe AL 7 NOW, IFYOUTL
T-GIRISAND — EXCOSEME, [ HAVE
(]

(USTALLED. ’
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RocKY, I JOST DoNT NE(THER OF DS EVER : ITS BOOT ANGEL YoU,
KNOLW WHAT 10 SAY, YOU WENT INTO THIS AGAINST K SHOULD WORRYABOUT. SHES WITH
CODLD HAVE BEEN KILLED, OUR WILL, XOCHITL. THAT LDOSE CANNON.
MINI COULD BE DEAD , : . '
FOR ALL We KNOLW. MINIWILL > YEAH, I LAS
THERESS, HOPING FORAT
Z DOZENSOF EM, M LEASTA HONDRED,

ALARMA. BUT THISU HAVE
4 TODO.

SUPPOSE MORE PRISON
GUARDS COME (N AND START
BLASTINGZ SHOULDNT WETRY
|\ TOSTOPIT BEFORE ITGETS WAY A
00 OUT OF CONTROL?

STILL TRYING
WHAT "\ TOFIGUREOUTTHIS DAMN?
STUPID CELL. LIFE WAS MUCH
€ASIER COMMUNICATING
BY MENTAL SIGNALS (N
THE FENOMS.

Frrer] YTMve—— . T [ i)\ [eeeveere

BY NOT ASKING ANY
MORE QUESTIONS.

WELL YOURE YEAH, EXCEPT
NOTA FENOM ANY Y KIDDO, ASYOUR Me? W THEONEIN THE 0K,
MORESOYOURE NOT | INVITIATION), (TS ALLOF 1 COWROYHAT.YOU [ SO HOW
ALLOWED/ ITSIVST | YOUR JOBTO PUT ‘M7 LEAVE HER TD SHOLLD
YO0 AND ME NOW)

Me. 1.2
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N OK RIS/
WHOOP! “sorry, BACKTDYOUR SORRY.
SORRY. . CEliS/

V

FROM BEHIND,
WiLL 4?

HUK?

OH, RIGHTZ (M
oNIT/

COOPERATING S0 (M JVST
GONNA HAVE TO...

OK,YOU GUYS ARENT Vw”o A !




HEY/ HAT
AREYOL DOING 7

IF 0L WANT

DD0V0V000V0QQV0000C

..GET THE N\
RIGHT 0L AR \\ ‘b@
THe J0B. -

oooooo

MSURE ¥ CMOW, T HAVE ONE MORE.
YoLWODLDA, THING FORYoDTO DO, OPIN THE
1 woLLD WARDENS OFFICE.
HAVE DONE THAT
EVENTVALLY,

ARE YOV KIDDIN'?

VISELIKE GREEP | 1 JUST CANT GET OVER

MAKING YOR WHAT (M SEENG. PUTEM
BACK (N THEIR

SOCKETS, GOLDEN I8

5 (M THE SAME ESPECTRANOVKNOW Y
AND LOVE, ALBEIT WITH A SLIGHT MAKEOVER B
AND FROM A DIFFERENT TIME 20VE. o°
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HERE, TOO, BUT THE
ESPECTRA [ KNow
HAS STUCK ITOUT
JUST FINE.




P LIKETHESUKER N B  YouwEEL NG B ASHERDEARCOMPANION DR. N7  AND WE e

B SHE(S.Y PATHHASFAR '\ ASKMeE,IT \HAVeTOGET UZED X Il BUTZ TOLDHER, ACCORDING TOZE '\ KNOW WHICH P& 20
QUICKER REWARDS. BESIDES, | MAKES YO | TO EET, BECAUSE LAWS OF T(ME AND SPACE,ONLY ONE  \eSPECTRATHAT |  DEAR

B [ THINK [ LOOK BETTER LOOK THEES ESPECTRA

10 BLACK. . 3 EEZHERETD A8
. A STAY,

R ESPECTRA MAY EXIST EEN ONE TIME
8 Z0Ne, AFTER 7€ NEXT 24 HOURS, A
N ONLY Ve WEEL REMAIN... 8

WILLBE? /COMPANION B

W 1e75 0STSAYE ' WHATEVER '}
HAD AN ARRANGEMENT YU SAY, MRS. IR
THATDIDNTIOORKOUT | BLITZ/ 4
\ AND LEAUE ITAT THAT, B
D 0K GIDGET? 4

¥ NOW, BAKKTDZE
MATTER AT HAND, EEF ¥
YoU WEEL HAND OVER B
A (MY PRECIOVS PIECE
D\ OF FROPERTY.

B 00 SNEAKY LeeTie NP FORGET THE BRAT, VAKKA7 g P ONGRATEFUL Peei/ARE Q. BY CRASHING
MEeDGIT/ (LGETMY | 1 NEeDDGET TOEARTHTO CLAIM YR [ YOO FORGETTING WHOOPENED YO HEAD FIRST INTO IT
N W 7 TMe PORTAL FORYOUTO GeT Jll AFTER BEING SOCKED
HEREEEN ZE FIRSTPLACE? 4l INTO ETERNITY BY A
- TEENAGER?
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W Haa W SATHELD W
B FECLNG T TOTHE FOLKS

8 WoULh COMe  BACK HOME. 48
B TOTHSS. .

%  OHOH/Now YoV YOUFOOLAND
DIDIT, WHILEYODD WERE S WHILE  IMBICILE! T SHOULD B
GABBIN' THE MIDGET & | WAS..  SAVE 2€ OTHER )
A GOTAWAY, 22 ESPECTRATIMEAND 4

KeeL YU Now?

CMONKALAMITYZ W1 HeARD ME A JOSTONE SEC, PARDNER. A GOT ME ONE
WERE FREE/ LETS SCRAM  COMMOTION AWHILE LAST MESSAGE TO DELIVER TO THE WARDEN HERE..

ALReEADY/ AGO. ITS GOTIA BE MORE ONE LOOOOOOOOONG OVERDVE MESSAGE.
PRISON GUARDS/

AT Ia s A

WATCH OUT, WL, 76 W TAKe
KALAMITY. IF SHe W LET ER FINISH HER ~ ME (N, SALED
PUT AWAY ALL THEM JOB THEN. OFF.
OTHER PRISONERS

BY HERSELF...

OK, LET THE WARDEN GO,
-( You cANT GeT Awy WITH THIS,
YOOKNOW, THE OTHER PRISONERS
ARE BACK IN THEIR CELLS,

Z:3
\

\ —_—

@#
NL o A

(a

5 {

¢
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FNALY, & NoWwTo
SOIL(MY FOOTSIES  SIGNAL THE TI-

UNDERSTAND.  GIRLS AND [WARN
ESPECTRA.

THATS THE Tl
i ONLY WAY TO DEAL Y
B  WITHA BORING B
PARTY. YOO JUST
A LEAVE, BABYY

DONT JUMPOUT,
BABY GIRL.THATS PROBABLY
HOW YOUR MAMA LOST YoU
IN THE FIRST PLACE -

Be SURETO PUT
(N A GOOD WORD FOR
Ve, GIDGET/  _/ HoLy |
COWYOURE
FASTY WHERES
YOUR PARTNER
WTIME?

THIS IS PERFECT. ITLL PLAY
OLDSCHOOL ESPECTRA STRAIGHT
INTO MY WAITING ARMS,

, OK, MINI, 0L D
GIRL.UPSY DAISY, e
R THATS IT... :
- - A 2

[=

E

) q oy /?f\//// /%
’;’////// //M/A 7 ////// iy S 7
s 4’:47/ g /;/é//‘ i Yy WWnit7), “ /////////

Bt T
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50,60, WHY DONTCHA
FOLLOW THE WARDEN? SHE
WENT THAT-A-WAY. 0

1
T I-- \ /f\\\ o
S~

- ““‘4
Y2 P ,”/,
'7‘ %/3‘ x § I
) ‘

KALAMITY,
LeTS GO/ DONTCHA
THINK THE KIDS |~
HAD ENOUGH
ALREADY?

2)
S>>

-

/
g
"
‘
1
1

U ,['

, [F1 REMEMBER THOSE
B T-GIRL GOODY GODDERS, THEY
N ALWAYS FNDTHEIRGAL. o

GOLDEN GIRLY
WHAT (N THE WORLD  WHY ARE
ISWITHYOU? ~ YOUR EYES

92 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES

YA RECKON YER
READY TOTAKE MEIN
YET, HALF-PINTZ AH AINT
GOTALLDAY.

WELL, SHE IS |
PUNCTUAL, LETS
SEE HOW SHE IS

1 GOT YOUR SIGNALY
YOURE SAFEZ YL FOUND

THIMBELINAZ YOU...

OOF/
THISGIRLIS




HER BRMS /MADRE DE
WERE TOO SHORT DIOS/ YOURE ME/
FOR FISTICUFFS A FUTURE Me/

ANYWAY.

A
Ll

Tl

~ [VE HAD DREAMS ABOUT YOU FOR (v NOT
DECADES, WONDERING IF Y0U WERE LIKE SORRY TO
ME OR NOT, BOT I NEVER (MAGINED... DISAPPOINT OP AGAINST
Yo, THE BeST,

SUGAR/

GALL DARN,
TI-GIRLS? ALWAYS







iy ] WHY B ANGEL CAME HeRe WITH
SAMe ~ DIbWe HeR NVEW PARTVER ALARMA TO
¥ OLLOGICAL (OME STOPA PRISON BREAK. I PROMISED
AV LOVABLE Here? A8 0 LOOK AFTER THEM.

WHATA

MESS. THEY  ANYBODY
MUSTA HAD  HoME?
ONE DOMNY-

WELL, I DID IT ALARMA. THERE ISTHAT,
THERE'S ER PRISONER, ALL 1S NOBODY WHO YOURE
BATTERED ANID ACCOUNTED SUPPOSED TO

FOR.TAKE €R AWAY... BeTALKING

07

&
\%.
/

e - =

KIDDO/
WHAT HAPPENED ”’Héée
, VAT WeR
o Y?!

OH N0/ You
DIDNT TRKEON
KALAMITY, DID

You?zz7

N\
/b

DUMMYZ You
WeRe SUPPOSED TO
ASK HER TO JOIN OUR
NEW TEAMZ

BY IF
Mi3Esy

SHES A CONVICTED
CRIMINAL, ALARMA. T
THINK ANGEL MADE THE
RIGHTCHOICE. MAYBE
YoU SHOULDVE ...

<o, Now
/ ITSMY FAULT/ \ TWOTON KeY
OH? Weil, Lock Me OP ) RIGHT OPYOUR
TOOTHEN? A AIRHEADED
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I THINK YOU SHOVLD SHOT HER WHAT ARE YOV
LITTLE PUIVKASS MOUTH UP BEFORE SHE \ GONNA DO, GET THE
FINDS HERSELF (N REALTROVBLE. IFSHE | FENOMENONSTO DO

THINKS KALAMITY WAS BAD... ITFORYoU 2

NoL), WAS , NOU SURE

THAT ABSDLUTELY OH,SHES Y YOU  KNOWHOWTD

NECESSARY,  GONE. J OK,BABYZ? PICK FRIENDS, ANGEL?
ALARMAZ GOOD. ANGEL.

OH, LOOKS \ /" 7 wiuvA OK,ANGEL. WHY DONT
LIKETHISGIRLS Y g0 HOME-T' '\ No» DOTHATZ TAKEA BREAK.
HADENOUGH | boNT g/ﬁfv”f? GOSEE YOUR MOTHER. WELL
FOR TODAY, ling BE HERE IF YOUNEED US.

1 WISH T KNew HOW WE ouLD
HELP BUTTH(NGS HAVE CHANGED SINCE
e WERE AlWAY. OUR METHODS SeeM SO
OUTDATED. SO... OBSOLETE.

DOESNIT SEEM '
O THINK SHE
CANCUTIT,

1KNOW. V' BUTWE CANT LET THAT STOP 05, XO,
[TALLSEEMS  THERES STILL A MISSION TOACCOMPLISH  } %,
SO'SIAM-BANG-  AND WERE STILL HERE, STANDING... J» * ’
STICK- A- FORK-

IN-HER" THESE SAME ’ .
DAYS. = 0/’ LOGICAL
— ADLOVABLE )

MiNT.

"
’

»> e

WG
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o

7 WHERE THE JUSTA LITTE PAYBACK THEN ITS A GOOD JUSTSAYIV' SO
. valﬁ. SAMHILLDIDYOD ) FOR THE INCIDENT BACK (N THAT T THANG THEMOLD LADIES '\ THERES NO MORE HARD
H¢ CoMEFROMZ { THE WARDEN'S OFFICE WITH LIL HEIFERS SHOWED UP CAUSE AHWUZ K FEELINGS.

MY ERIEND ANGEL- AFRIENDO’  READY TA PUTHER SIX

ERSZ
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THATS FER SENDINV' Me TO TH 3

HODSEGOW [N TH' FIRST PLACEZ WE W2 )’
PARDNERS ONCE, MEMBER?

- —/

U5

OH,MAGGIE! ,
Hi, 1 HOPE 1 DIDNT
OAKE YO,

. NO, AREYOV
IVEU%EEN DOING?2

frrerrr]

MGONNA N/~ ...SO,

JUST.Y0U  PARENTS...
KNOW...

GOHOMEFORA ~ NATURALLY
OH, BITANDSEEMY IMTAKING MY
LAUNDRY,

WELL, THEY GOT YOUR FRIEND ™\ HEE 4EE!
PENIY, BUT (TS COOL BECAUSE THe HEE.

OH{ FENOMENONS WERE REAL GENTIE
WITH HER AND....

Il

e

w
}
<&

SHm
7

<

==

/]
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EACH ONE ENCASED IN THE SAME TYPE OF
PLASTICUSTODY BAG THeY PUT ME (N. FLOATING IN
THE LAVA (RYING OUT LIKE HELPLESS CHILDREN. A
PERFECT PICTURE OF THEIR TRUE SELVES.

B YODSOUNDLKE N
“oUVE GOTTHIS ALL
SCRIPTED OUT,

Y ALLTHOSE @
FENOMS DID
(WAS GET THeM-
SELVES IN DEEP
TROLBLE...

P OH, DONT | WISHZBUTNG, &7 BEFOREALLTHIS, T 20
N 1 WASNT LUCKY ENOVUGH TOBE  WANTED SO BAD T0 BE INVITED '}
BORN ONE OF THE'GIFTED?  TOTHE PARTY, BUTNOW T FIND
- g ITFARMORE FUNTOBE THe 4B
B PARTY CRASHER. r.

[ MEAN, LOOK
o ATME/ (M HAVING THE
BEST TIME/
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SHE SAID THe FENOMS ARe
PERFECTLY SAFE/ THAT THE ONLY
PAIN THEY WoLLD FEE( LOOULD THERES A
BE HUMILIATIONZ LOTOF PAIN AND
HUMILIATION GOING
AROVND THESE DAYS,
MAGGLE.

_ ARE ALLYOVSUPER WHO EVER HEARD OF AINT YOO NEVER
/ PEOPLE TUST BRUTAL AND A RVSS(AN COWBOY, KALAMITY I HEARD OF BILLY THE KIEV
HEARTLESS 727 JANE BURKESKOVA? OR THE TERESHKOYA OF
e N ‘ TINY DWN?
@,
/)

Holw WoULD Yo Feel
~{ ABOUT BEING PARTNERS AGAIN?
MAKE UP FOR LOST TIME ...
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“,@w's FINEG,

coMmics

(o
-

lil¥

. =" HEUO.JUSTCAME BY TOSEE IF
YoU GOT IN ANY OLD COOPERMAN
COMICS BACK ISSVES LATELY.

— -

=N

A FEW, THEYRE PRETTY S IVE TOLD YoL), THEY
HARDTOFIND AND YOUUE PRETTY  NEVER HAD THE BEST DISTRI-
MUCH BOUGHT Me OUT. BUTION BACK THEN).

[ KNOW.

(L \;

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR ANYTHING IN , WHAT DO YOU (VEVER HEARD
PARTICULAR? | PRIDE MYSELF AS AN EXPERT ASYoUVE KNOW ABOUT... PENNY OF HER. ARE YOU SURE
N ON EVERYTHIVG COOPERMAN COMICS, RY SHE WAS A COOPERMAN)

CHARACTER ?

MNOTREALY \

SURE OF ANYTHING
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well, Hopp Ho/
AND WHAT CAN T GET YOO FOR
CHRISTMAS," LITILE"GIRLZ

ITS KIND OF
PRIVATE, SANTA. OK IF
I WHISPER IT2

mmma e

N/

GONNADIEIFT  THOSE GOD DAMN

WHATAMT, V" BUT | CANT
GONNADO? M CAUSE SHES GOT

DONT KlLL/HER TI-GIRLS ON HER

bt
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1 DIDNT KNOW

PEOPLE WERE SUCH BIG
SISSIES IN THE FUTURE,
DIDYOU KALAMITY 2

WHATS THIS?
A PAIROF GIANT
TRASH TALKING
BUFFOONS 2




YOURE GOING ABOUT THIS

ALLIWRONG. You GOTIA HITEM \ YA HAD MIND
WHERE THEY LIVE, FIND OUT How
THEY TICK. FIND THEIR WEAK

)

O
46

WELL NO, BUT I THINK I KNOW SOMEONE
WHO MIGHT BE HELPFUL TO YOU, AND BELIEVE IT | €L, AH THINK
ORNOT, SHE'S A CIVILIAN WHO ALSO HAPPENS
TO Be MY APARTMENT MANAGER .

203

CIVILIANZ?

AHM GONNA
HURLZ

OK, S0 We AGREED NOT O LAY

A FINGER DN HER, JUST TD SCARE THE
INFOOUTOF HER. BUT ] DONT HOLD THAT

PROMISE TO ANY TI-GIRL?

S'MATTER,
'LARZ YA GOT A 13UST  LeTS GO.

GOODNESS GRACIOUS. [
BELIEVE (TS TIME [ NOTIF(ED
SOME OLD FRIENDS.
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MY PARENTS' HOUSE.

UHAT ARE YOO 1
DOING? I DONT
L HAVEMOCHTIME

EVeN IFY0U DO ONE ¥ EVen FYo0 17§ SO TRUE,

OF YOUR DISAPPEARING  RISE OPAND KILL SUPER PEOPLE ARE

ACTS WHILE (M INSIDE, T M€ FORWHAT [
STILL WONT CARE.

WelL, THERES W WHATAY W NOTHING.
I GONNA DO YoU CAN JUST LAY
SORRY [ CA%TH?KYOD WITH

A BRUTAL AND
HEARTLESS LOT.

DIbTOYOU...

240
/////// 7
liltly/ o 7
p0lly 107 4, 77
01 7.7 A
4

YES, { HEARD
B (0L THE GIRL WITH '\ YOU TALKING ABOUT Y CVILIAN WITH TH’
MY MOM'S BEST [ coMICS? YeH, WERe |5

FRIEND.
— <2\

SUFFERIV FRoM FENOM T
(DITHDRAWAL ...

THEFAMOUS RIGHT

THE PORKY

GOIN'TASEE HER
RIGHTNO..

Ve WITHYOL.

MAYBE SHE CAN

LeADMeTO MY
oM,
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YOUR PARTY, BUT

W N07AND N
JUSTHow DO YU
KNOL THATZ




W00 Help US CLOBRER
¥ £SPeCTRA AND THE REST OF

B THE TI-GIRLS AND WETLL GET
300 TO YOUR Mo,

Y Fenovenons BB

WELL HELPYOU KiiL I8 \
R,T00 DONT HAVE YOUR

ForGeT e Ol
FENOMS, AR/ We ¥ AnD , Nea
GOT SOME KILUN” ) ESPECTRAS

FIRSTONTHE N
ust! £

ISEEITS Y Yo LOOK
LAONDRY DAY, OR  TIRED, ANGEL
LAUNDRY (DEEK...

DADS WORKING LATE,
MOMS (v THE KITCHEN) AND THE

BEAVS (N A TERRIFIC BIND. SORTA BUSY.

1AM A LITLE
TIRED, MOM. [Ve BEEN

WELL oV
RELAX. (ILTAKE
CARE OF THIS.

%[ ” M ;\
VR
SN
)

I)'

|
By

N

|
i

WHAT? OH, 1
IJ\ -) BOR_{@OIU)GD
ITI...
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THe TI-G(RLS.

< veanD ST (FTHEYHARM W WHATAMT
' MYBIGMODTH  MAGGIE INANY  SAYINGZ SHES

HELPING THESE  WAY, ANGEL IDILL  NOT SPEAKING
LONATICS GETTO  NEVER SPEAKTO  TO ME ANYIOAY
S0 SCReW THE
BITCHZ  AND SCREW

R

THOSE FENOMS
FOR... BEING THE

WHERE THE HELL
DID ESPECTRA NEGRA
DISAPPEAR O 2

W chueosAgncn g
HECK, F ! 'NOI
HERE WASA RACE... s

[ DONT WANNA
Dle Yer MY TIME GROWS
SHORTER .-

. AND

SHORTER.

B Fecl Like [ NEeD T0 Be
R AT THIS PLAGE? .

o .SOWHYDO1
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WHAT DO YoL
WANT M T0 DO ABOUT (T2
ALLTHAT FART EVER DID
WAS CAUSE MISERY AND
HEARTACHE.

ANDYOULL BE ¥ .. lOHICH
A SUCKERTILLTHE  WONT BE LONG
DAY YOU DIE... Now7/

\

&)

\ a

\\

W
g//ﬁ 4 )




NOTHe
MEASLES. YES,
THEGIFT.. LA

S0, IDHEN
DIDYoU KNOW
YOUGOTITZ

. LA
‘ BENEDICTION...

52

[ DUNNO, JUSTONEDAY [ Y ISTHAT
COLD DO THINGS BETER THAN HOW ITWAS OH
1 COULD BEFORE AND THEN (T
KEPT GROWING AND SO FAR IT
HASNT REALLY STOPPED.

FORYOV? /PRETTY LOOK...
MUCH,

THIS IS REALLY BEAVTIFUL, , [ KNOL, I USED TO
ANGELROSE. 1 MEAN, IF IT LOASNT \ PeeK ATITINYOUR DRAWER,
SHOTUP. ALL T HAD WAS A CHEAP ] WITH THAT CODL OLD SCHOOL
TANK TOP FROM K-MART. CHOLA (WRITING O IT.

How DID YoU
KNOL [T WAS PART

MY REGUIAR
CLOTHES.

How
OFMY UNIFORMZ T LofuG HAUE

COULD HAVE BEEN  YOU KNOWN
227

% -

I HEARD YOV AND DAD
TALK ABOLT ITALLTHETIME.
1 MAY HAVE BEEN LITILE BUT
I CoVLD STILL LISTEN.

THETI-GIRLST

ARETHEY BACK?
DIDYoU JOIN

THEM?

SQ TElL (el How
1S1TZ WHAT ARE YOV
DOING? ARE YOO BEING
CAREFUL? ARE YOU ON
A TEAM?

[ DONO,
SORTA, | GUESS.
BUT M NOT SURE

HOHZ | COULD HAVE BEEN A
TI-GIRL BACK THEN. THEY WERE LOOKING
FoR SOMEONE TO REPLACE ONE OF THEIR
MEMBERS (9HO HAD JUST DIED.

YoU TRIED
our?
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(NOWAY” ARE YOU KIDDING 2 | THOUGHT THe TI-GIRLS
WERE A BUNCHA FARMERS, AZTLANA WAS WAY T0O COOL
FOR THEM. IN REALITY, AZTLANA WAS TUST STUPID.

NOTHING, REALLY, HONG N/ I DIDMEET A GIRL
AROUND THE BARRIO, WAITING ~ 0N MYBLOCK WHO ALSD
FOR SOMETHING TO HAPPEN, BUT , HAD THE GIFT...

NOTHING MUCH EVER DID.

YEAH, BUT SHE REFDSED , Y 1 SUGGESTED
TOUSE IT. SHE SAID SHE DIDNT  LOE USE (T ON EACH
FEELRIGHT USING ITON THOSE  OTHER BUT, NIO, SO

LWHO DIDNT HAVE [T, THAT WAS IT.

INAWAY T HADTO. THe GIFT, W THEN, THERES THE
(TWENT ALAY, I DIDNT KNOW ATTHE - CHOSEN Fed) IHO WAKE
TIME BUT FOR SOME [T LASTSTILL YoU  UP ONE MORNING AND
DIE, THEN) FOR OTHERS LIKE ME, YOU (75 GONE, NOREASON),

(GOTA USE ITORYOV LOSET. A~ JUST POOF...

BUT, ITS ALSO BEAUTIFUL, THE MYSTERY OF IT,
SEE, ALL WOMEN ARE BORN WITH IT, BUT MOST LOSE
[TATA REALLY EARLY AGE. (TS TDOSUBTLE T NOTICE
BECAUSE MOST BLDSSOM WHEN MUCH OLDER.

NO,NO# THATS ANOTHER SPECIAL THING
ABOUT [T, GUYS DONT GET IT. THEY GOTTA GO OLT AN’
HAVE LAB ACCIDENTS AND OTHER STUFF TO GET THEIR

COTONES BUT WE GOT T BORN RIGHT (N S.

NO, BECAUSE SHORTLY AFTER [ LOST Y BUT FOR
IT. 1 MET YOUR DAD AND HADYOD KIDS AND  You, ANGEL
THAT WAS 00D ENOUGH FOR ME. ROSE...
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WELL, MNOTGOINGTONAG N JUST DONT FORGET
Yov ABOUT IT. ITS YOUR CHOICE WHAT  HOW FORTUNATE YOU ARE O
YoU (ANT TO DO (ITH ... HAVE THAT CHOICE.







I KNEW WHEN T WENT
BACK FOR PENNY, SHED BE
GONE, BUT [ DIDNT THINK
SHED REALLY BE GONEZ

SO DEAD. How
CoULD1 BESO

EVERYRODY BUTHOW DO [
DOTHATZ I CANT DO MENTAL
SIGNALS LIKE THE FENOMS/ |
CANT CONTACT THe TI-GIRLS
WITH MY BELT...

SOMETIMES
TALKING TO YOURSELF
DOES THE SAME J0B,
ANGEL BABY,

)

R
D

N

N

\\\:\\\\\ N
AN
NN

-
.

w LT T TITOR LT @ iy

N\

D

N\

Ll o htle

ESSH e dB, 27
T cccataa

e T (T ATTCC T I T T T TTTITT T LTI

THE DARKNESS INSIDE 10U
NOT  HAS BLINDED YOU FROM THE TRUTH/
UNTILWE  [FYOULL LET ME EXPLAIN...

DONT Y00 LORRY ¥ RIGHT NOW
ABOUT PENINY, (MSLRE  YOURE NEEDED
SHEL BE SHOWING OP

EVENTUALLY.
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WHATS TO BUT YOU MISUNDERSTOOD THEN ILLKILLYOD " AND DONT YOV GET |
EXPLAIVZYOODIE /" DR.BLITZS DEFINITION OF TIME AND BECAUSE 1 DONT WANTTO SUPERIOR WITH MEZ IF YOUD
TONIGHTSOTHATI R SPACETHE TRUTH (S, FOR ONE OF USTO BEYOD/ YOURE WEAK AND  WITNESSED FIRSTHAND WHAT

MAY Lives LIVE, We BOTH MUST PERISHZ

KGH' YOUTHGIRLS DILL NEVER  THe FUURE HOLDS FORUS ALL
A BE WINNERS/ \oUb BE BITIER, OO/

TRUST V. MAGGIE. TTKNOW, T Sovoukow N REL /- ADToD
(" NOT HERE TO HARM JUSTGOTA LiTe ”’ WHO | AMZAND MY YEAH. ' SAYYoL GOT ITALL
Y00 IV AY WAY smkren Thers. HIEHD oks _ COMRADES..Z FROM THESE COMIC

ALL. / ’ BOOKS?

a Yes.
o8
0
J\
\ o] N\

"
(o>
%

e
l
V|

N
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CoULD BE DANGEROLS [N THE LWORONG

Yo KNOW), THE INFORMATION
CONTAINED IN THESE COMIC BOOKS
HANIDS, THATS WHY (M HERE.1... 1

COME. WE WILL BE
EXPECTING VISITORS TONIGHT
SOWe MULST BE READY

G

AND ESPECTRA?
CAN wE Be EXPECTING
HER SHORTLY 2

MAGGIE? WAKE
DP/THETI-GIRLS ARE. | SHE
HERE TO HELP YOU, | KNOWS,
NOTT0...

IN ONE
FORM OR

ALL LIARS/DR. Z0LAR,  AND FLED THE DREADED FUTURE TO

DEAD LIAR DR. BLITZ,
DEADER L(AR/

ESCAPE HIS LIES, AND YET THEY STILL
LINGER, EVEN IN THE PAST/

THEN WHY DONT WE STOP
THIS SENSELESS VIOLENCE AND
ACCEPTOUR FATE TOGETHER AS ONE
S0 We CAN TRY TO CHANGE THINGS

(NOW FOR THE FUTURE 2
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Yo MUSTHAVE BEEN AWAY T0O LONG-
IFYOU CANT REMEMBER ZDO™ CENTURY
STANDARD WRESTLINVG MOVES.

MAYBE NOT BUT' I

REMEMBER THE TIMELESS

A GOOD SCIENTIFIC

YOURE STILLTHE FINEST
CODNTERMOVE BEATS THE

LORESTLER 1 KNOW, TECHNICAL

WORST ILLEGAL (MOVE OR OTHERWISE ....

NOW PLEASE GIVE

BUT 20™ CENTURY WRESTLING V  OBSERVE,
DOES NOTHOLD A CANDLE T SUPER MY RIDICULUM
23RP CENTURY WRESTUNG/

NV AWRIGHT, ~ PREPARE YOURSELF

WI GRANNY, THAT FOR MY SUPERSOLAR SPINE
YO ® TEARSIT/ . SNAPEER FINISHER?
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NOTHING LIKE A GOOD
OLDFASHIONED 20™ CENTURY _
SUBMISSIONHOLD.  2Te

ADTHE W WHOKNOWS,
GIFT, IT SOCOOL,  MAYBEYOD COVLD
(VAGGLE. OO HAVE  HAVE IT.

NO IDEA...

LET MEGOAND I WHAT
PROMISE I1L LEAVE AND NoT | TIME IS
BOTHERYODAGAINZ I-1 TUST A_ (17
DONT WANNA Die/

OH,RIGHT,
ANGEL.

, I DONT KnoW) BUT
1TS SURE COMING ATAN
ALARMING RATE.

WE SHOVLD

EVACUATE THEGIRL
[MMEDIATELY,

CUENIFIDID N\ ANGEL,
HAVE IT, WHATWODLD T REALLY, ITS OK. GOLDEN
DOLITH [T, WATERMY (M NOT MAD GIRL/COME

FLOWERS FASTER? A ATYOU. e?)rw' See!

WHATISITZ
COUVLD ITBe OLR
VISITORS 2 OR XO2?
ORPENNY..2

&

R
~
-~

3]

~\'
=\
Yuz
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NOTIMEZIT
LANDED IN THE

CAREFUL, |,
MINIZ we CANT

HOTDOG! ITS
X0/ 1 JUST KNEW
ITWOVLD BE/

DARKTO ™ LET
TELL.  MEeSHINE A

GET
HER INSIDE?
QUICk?

OTHER THAN FADING FLASHES
OF FUTURE (VAIL SALON'S, I DONT FEEL
DIFFERENT SINCETHE MERGE.ONLY (O |BETHAT
MY SPECTER POWERS AREGONE,SO (M BACK / PLAIN.

TOBEING PLAINOL' FUERZA.

wisH X Welcome

TaoVL) \ BAGK oL
FUERZA.

HELLO, MAGGIE.
DIDYoL KNOW I HAVE
ACOUSIN MAGGIE WHO
LOOKS A LITILE LIKE YOU
ONLY MUCH OLDER?

ANDYOU LOOK
SORTA LIKE MY COUSIN ~ wHO
Y0, BUT WHOS ABOUT™ (AN FIGURE
MYAGE ITSIDEIRD, | COMICS?
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IT STILL PUZZLES ME WHY THEY Re

COMING TO GET INFORMATION EROM YU

OH,  WHENTHeY CoULD JUST GO OUTAND BLY I THIS

YES,THe  THECOMIC BOOKS THEMSELVES... 1S WHY,
Y0.

—_—>
T~
N

AREALL THE
COMICS BLANK
INSIDE?

YEAH, LOOK...
EETHEY ARE

FOR BUT (M AND
SOMeODD ~ RECAUSE \ BASICALLY  ANGEL COULD
REASONSHE ~ SHESA | ACWILIAN,  READ THEM

ISALLOWED CIVILAN,
TOSEEITAND  PERHAPS?
WEARE
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POWERTHAN THE GIFT COULD
evemue HeR?

ASLONG |,

As SHe DOESNT

GUESS MY

WEIGHT.




THOVGH THE GIFT HAS EXISTED SINCE THE DAWN OF TIME, IT WASNT
UNTIL THE 20™ CENTURY SUPERHERO BOOM THAT LOOMEN STARTED TO
USE IT IV LARGE NUMBERS, BUT LIKE EVERYTHING ELSE, SUCCEEDING
() THE SUPER BIZ WAS DIFFICOLT FOR ANYONE WHO WASNT WHITE OR
MALE ORA WHITEMALE .

IT WASNT UNTIL THe LATE 19505 DID THINGS START TO CHANGE LOHEN
ONE DAY TITAN GIRC AND MADAM TIME MET AND MADE THE BOLD

DECISION TO QUIT THEIR MALE-DOMINATED SUPER TEAMS ANID FORM
THEIR OWN AlL-FEMALE SQUAD.

THEY WERE JOINED BY TIGER WOMAN SO THEY DECIDED TO CALL
THEMSELVES THE TI-GIRLS. MISS MICRO JDINED NEXT AND CHANGED
HER NAME TO TINY TAYLOR. THEY (WERE READY FOR THE WORLD BUT
LWHAT THeY GAINED (N STRENGTH, THEY LACKED I LEADERSHIE

TITAN GIRL MET AND (MARRIED A BRILLANT SCIENTIST NAMED DR.
ZOLAR, FAMOUS FOR ADVANICING THE CAREER OF MIRACLE WOMAN
INTHE 405, HE WAS SOON VOTED (N (BY HIMSELF AND HIS WIFE) AS
THE LEADER OF THE TI-GIRLS.

DR.ZOLAR WAS A STRIDENT MEGALOMANIAC AND AFTER A FELL YEARS
OF INFIGHTING, THE TI-GIRLS COLLAPSED, TITAN GIRL RAN AWAY L/TH
A DRUMMER BACKEAST AND THE REST EITHER QUIT OR RETIRED, THUS
LEAVING THE DOCTDR WITH EGG ON H(S FACE.

IMMEDIATELY DR. ZOLAR STARTED RECRUITING AN AULNEW TI-GIRLS.
He FOCOSED ON YOUNG, INFLUENTIAL MISFITS AND RETECTS FROM
OTHER TEAMS, LIKE THE DIABETIC SATURNIA, THE ALCOHOL (C FALCONA
AND AN ILLEGAL ALIEN GMMIGRANT) NAMED FUERZA(LATER ESPECTRA),
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THEY KEPT THE TI-GIRLS TITLE BECAUSE DR. 20LAR CLAIMED IT(WAS
GOOD FOR BUSINESS. THE LAST TWO MEMBERS THAT (MADE DP THE
ROSTER LDERE THE MAVERICK WEEPER ANID A BORED, RICH SOC(ALITE
DIVORCEE NAMED GOLDEN GRL.

FUER2A (ESPECTRA)AND Z0LAR WERE MARRIED EVEN THOOGH HE
OPENILY DATED GOLDEN GIRL ON THE SIDE. THE Nel TH-GIRLS BECAME
QUITE A POWERFUL FORCE (N CRIMEFIGHT(NG, EVEN WITH ALLTHE
TEALOUSIES AND MISTRUST [V THE RANKS.

- % \

20:% ’
e
35 9 U
[554
%9
22l

T AVA

EVENTUALLY, THE TI-GIRLS BECAME FED DPUITH ZOLARS EXPLOITATION
AND [0 AN DNPRECEDENTED MOUE, FIRED HM. THIS BROUGHT €SPECTRA
AND GOLDEN GIRL CLOSER TOGETHER ANDA DIVORCE TO ZOLAR SOON
RDLIDUD)ED EEETI'G{RLS BECAME MORE POWERFUL THAN EVER INTO THe
(VEXT DECADE.

THETEAM FIALLY FOLDED SEVERALYEARS LATER WHEN DR.ZDLAR TOOK
THEMTD COURT OVER THE RIGHT 0 THE(R TITLE. ALTHOUGH He: LOST, THeY
WERE FINISHED DVETO THE LACK OF SUPPORT FROM THE SUPERHERO
COMMUNITY ANDTHE TIMELY DEATH OF THE TERMINVALLY ILL SATURNA,

DR, 20LAR SPEIT THENEXT TWO DECADES TRYING TO BUILD AND PERFECT

HIS ULTIMATE SUPER WOMEN'S FIGHTING TEAM. FINALLY, THE

FENOMENONS WERE BORN. TWO MONTHS LATER, AFTER A BRIEF
ELOPEMENT (D(TH SUN SWAN), THEY TOO FRED AND DIVORCED HIM.
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STILL,(NOT TO Be OUTDONE, HE CREATED THE ZOLARS, WHO 1N THEIR
CONTRACT, WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO FRE HM), NOR COULD ANYBODY
DIVORCE HIM, THAT IS, (FAN UNDERAGE GIRL WOULD WANT TO MARRY
AN BOYEAROLD MAN IN THE FIRST PLACE.... WHO WASNT R(CH.




AND THE COVLDNT BE
BARY, GOLDEN J (N SAFERHAIR,
RIGHT, THIM-

. ANDNOW |\ THE GIRL DOESNT ~ JLL KE€EPHER
THEOL BASTARDS \WANT TO (EAVE. SHE WITH MEIN THe
GONE BUTOUR  |FEELS SHE.MAY BEOF BEDROOM.
MISSION STILL USETO LS.

REMAINS.

Now WENTTA VISIT OH, GREAT/ WELL, ¥ 1DHYRe WE
LWHERE THE T HERMA FERA SPELL, Y NOW (TS JUST THE HOW MANY - HERE AGIN?
GODDAMN 1S SHE LWESA TDG TWOOFUS/ DO WE NeeD

ALARMAZ DOLON YONDER. 1 P .7

- 5 =9I

TO GET
INFORMATION ~ OH, JUST
FROM...  OPENTHE DAMN)
DOOR...

TRICKS ARE
STILLTHE MOST
EFFECTIVE.
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SIOPYELLING ~~ OH,FINE/ " THEY MUST
ALREADY/ THERES NOW [M STUCKTO  HAVE KNOWN WE
NOBODY HERE? . THE FLOOR? WERE COMING.

ANN
NONNN 9 ' I

NOCIVILIAN ¥ HEYZ ' SHEWENT 1 CANT LET YoU WRECK HEY, ARE IHERED
RIGGED THIS. ITS  HERE You ) OUTFORAIR, ANY MORE PROPERTY. THATS (WHY )YOUTHATESPECTRA  SHE HEAD
GOING? A_ SUGAR. 1 HAD TO BRING Y0V OUTSIDE. o/ NEGRAS SISTER OR OFF TO,ANY-
L : SOMETHIN? o WAY?
— D ] T
— K".‘ - / ] :", . X
S| R ﬁ—
. e /5&_ =V
— -
N\
I
x D0
WHY DOYOU GROWN- Y cANT YOU SEE yeesH?
0P [NSIST ON TREATING
A Ch 3O 2 noT A CHIED
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AHM
AMITE
PARCHED. DO
YAMIND (F [
STEALA SIP
FROM THe:
fooL 7

WHOYOU CALLIN” SOPIGkON Y UKE
A GROWN-UPZ YOURE SOMERDDYYOUR  ME FOR
TALLER THAN ME. OWN SIZE...

ONSANITARY YET UNDERSTANDABLE.

THEN [F YOULL RETORN (DITH ME (NDOORS. (T

SOUNDS LIKE THEY MAY NEED HELP.

)

)

NN
D¢
{\

/ALARMAY OHAT
ARE YOU DOING [N THERE?
CANT Yo HEAR WHAT (S

GOING OV OUTSIDEZ

X

A

2N
L

N\~

N

S

=
.

GO
AWAY, )
Al
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ANGEL! Ny~ SORRY TO ALTER YOUR PLAN BUT IF YOU DIDYov
LETFUERZA | KEEP FIGHTING THESE CREEPOS TI-GIR(S STYLE, VETD BRING UP
DEAL WITH ITS GONNA Be DEMONA ALLOVER AGAINZ D Az

| ,w&iﬂ

ﬂ
i

' il
RO RELPROLCOUD | BETO THEM 7

I COULDNT EVEN COBBER TWO-BIT ROBOT HASTODO SOMETHNG. | LOST THe GIFT
TRASH BY MYSELE. AND WHERE WAS T (WHEN WHERES MY PRAVDA 4 AGES AGO, NOW
THE FENOMS NABBED PENINY CENTURY 2 STUCK UNIFORM 2 Sedird

HALEWAY IN THE GROOAID WITH HER FINGERS

VP MY NOSE AND ASS.... ANUS.

> l/ﬂ

AH STILL AINT AN’ YA ISITME
PAID YA BACK FER THAT ) AINT GONIVA, o0P? ) OR IS THEROOM
FILE CABINET BUSINESS, A NEITHER. GETIING
PN YALITIE HelfeR.

WHY Yo ASKIN’
MEZTHEY AINT FROM
MY POSSE.

BopY covNT (v
HERE HAS MERELY
MOLTIPLED.

OMIGOSHY
WHERES
MAITEZ
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OK, LADY, V" TELLME WHERE
T KNOWYDURE MY MOTHER 5. | KNOW
INHERE. . YO KNOW. YOURE HER
BEST FRIEND.

ISeeYov
THERE. U)ngDONT OH...

THEYRE ALL
CRAZY/CRAZY TO

oK, S0
CAME OUT LIKE
I PROMISED MA
BUT I (VEVER
SAID D HelP
ANYBODY.

5 WELL, KALAMITYS THE
REAL RAT BUT HEY, WE USED
TO BE PARTNERS, SO...

JLL BET ANGELS
STILL MADAT ME....

| HAUE AFEELING THESE AND DOES THIS ONE
THINGS DID NOT COME FOR MAGGIES X GOTIA LOOK LIKE ONE OF
CoMIC BOOK KNOWLEDGE. MYEX-HDSBANDS 2

THOSE
RATS DONT
DES?RUE
.
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e NEVER

8, \ Y BeeN TOATAFFY
MYSELE

T8 GOTTEN SOFARALLTHIS
LOONEY OUT THERE. \ONES ABOUT IS HOW
WHAT DOTHE COMIC ] PENNY CHANGED
BOOKS SAYZ A THECOLOROF HER
TIGHTS TO MATCH
HER STOVE.

= _HOH. ITSEEMS o
0k,SO  TOHAVEQUIETED  DONT
EREIGO  DOWNSOME.

NSIDE... y2

YO NEVER ¥ THEREYA GO, KIDDO.
LOOKED BETIER, YOUCANT SAY I NEVER DID
KALPAL. ANYTHING FOR YOU,

WHATEVER
THEY BRE, AT
LEAST THEY U
MANAGED TO
STOPS FROM
FIGHTING.

THINK THIS
LOOKS FUNNY,
YOV SHOULD TRY
SWMMI’ (N
ITASPELL.

VHOH. " IDRON
(VESEEN (F I WEREYOL,
THATLOOK _ KIDDO.

KIDDO K.0.5
KALAMITY 7

\\\\\ I %
ISE
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ONLY SO YoURe N
MANY PLACESYoD \( FORGETTING [
KIN HIDE IV THIS LIVE HERE.
HERE HUTCH, LIt

RABBIT,

~..ORI Yo/
@.’ z THlPt\‘IK Rl Uve 2/7

Y'&NOW, LARZ YER DAMN IT KALAMITY? 1
MAKIN'ITA LOTEASIER FER \ SHOULDA DONE WHAT (M ABOUT
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THIS ONES TWASTOOOLD ¥ PERAAPS
GOT Mg STUMPED, X' FORTHIS LWHEN WE WE COVLDUSE
X0.COUD ITBE TRUE | TOOK ON DEMONA  SOME COACHING.
THATWERETOO OLD A THIRTYSOME YEARS

FORTH(S 2 AGO.

DONTTRY TO
FIGDRE [TOUT, JUST
Do IT. (T FEEDS OFF
CONFUSION.

YOU (MAY HAVE LOST
YOUR SPECTER POWERS BUT S0
YOUSTIUL HAVE NO PROBLEM | SORRY,
GOING THROUGH WALLS
AND LOCKED DOORS.

DONTTRY THENIT(S
TOFGURE IToUT, I DEMONA ALL ~ S/GH...
JUSTDOIT... OUER AGAIN.

AND THE REST OF US HAVE TO-.2 /s ITOUT...

HOW (COMe THe MANAGER GETS DoNT £
TO LIVE IV A HUNDRED ROOM (MANSION ) TRY TO FIGURE }- & )

BECOMING
UNRAVELED
THREAD RY
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YA WANT SOMEe
TOAST? WELL, WE GOT

WHATEVER
YoU SAY, KAL
OL'PAL.

q

.. AN HOW
COULD AH FERGET
TH’ICEBOXZ

BACK ~ THS HEreS BETWEEN

£ WOMEN, NoT NOBACKBITIN’
OFF g DIKTORSTIN..
LAR:

CRAPAZOLA/ AT(EAST YA
[ BUSTED THROUGH | GOT & FRONT Row
HONDREDS OF WALLS ) SEAT FER THE MAIN
BEFORE, BUT... EVENT.




SOYA Y

WANNA ANYIWAY, SOME KINDA
BOX,DO  WETBACK SHIT?

WHATS AZTLAN

/ Z A LEG STREET/
==

BUTGIVEMEA |,

TURN/? THIS BATHROOMS

OK, e EVEN T0O CROWDED FOR
GOTHER, ~ (MEAN'MAGOGIE/

LOOK 00T/
" SHES ONRUBBER
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EAP

i——f\f’ﬁ nll>
/E%/ BAght goP

Illl

S
e < /
= H
THEYRE NOT GOING oK, FIVE SECONDS,
TOSTOPUNTIL SOMEONE TAKE FUE, NOT MINUTES/
GETS HORT, TSK ¢ — S\ \|_KIDDO/
/1 ﬁ
P |
\
e
— L ar,




6\ 3 2
%,

- o’l\;;
oW/ 5,

3/(//*.‘%\ "’#

AREWE Y THAT KALAMITY

WHATIM AREWE A HITHER? SHE...

THATS ATEAMOR NEVER KNEW IDHAT ) cMON? WERE STILL

Ok OK, BUT

NOT DONE/ TI-GIRLS,
TI-GIRLS /

| \_GIRIS?

ISITALL HARDTOTELL. WHY DONTCHA LETA
SECURE, TI- ) THESE GUYS ARE '} COUPLA DYNAMOS HANDLE

PRETTY UNPRE- A THATMESSFORYAZ @

DICTABLE.
)

s ?\\\

A28 AN

Wy
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§ [ GOT THE SIGNALY OH,YeAH. WELL 1 PENNY SCHMENNY/ THE
o7 1 WAS RIGHT, KIDDO?/ THE GDESS [ SHOOLDA TOLD FENOMENONS NEED ALARMAZ
y  FENOMSNEED ME/ Yo, SE€, I SAW PENY QUICKLY, HOW DO | GET O THE
7 p BUT T KINDA SCREWED CENTER OF THE EARTHZ
2 OP AND LET HER GET™

AWAY AND...

1D LOVE T USEYOU, KIDDO,
BUTAS MUCH AS THE FENOMS (EED
g E, THE TT-GIRLS NEED YOU MORE.,
SNEFFEL, (N THE SHADOL) OF SCARTARIS, ] ESPECIALLY RIGHTNOW...
. BUT THATS () ICELAND, SO...

(COMIC BOOKS
ANYWAY,
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THE CENTURY  AFRAID THERES

SOARE ~ BUT (M

NOTHING ROCKYS HERE KIDS AND THE NO SIGN OF THE
ISRIGHT. COWGIRL. OTHERS...
1 HOPE WHEREVERS MORE TURN IT OfF,
THEYRE ALL RIGHT, Y GOTIA BE BETER NOTHING. IT WAS BETIER WHEN

WHEREVER THEY
ARE.

THAN HERE.

WE COVLDNT SEE
NOTHING.

SIGH...

OK, | GWE VP. v SURPRISE, ANGEL .
(HERES THLREEQI())gCHL/NE IT WAS _':AHLL & JOKe AND YOLRE

BUTTOF IT...

INO PUNICHL

INEZ
THEN TRY THS... !)
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TICKLE HOHZ/ TICKLEe
g ird

ITLETME ESCAPE THEYRE STILL(NISIDE 2
FOR SOME REASON BUT MAGGE, THEY COULD BE
I DONT TH(NK (TS CAUSE SUFFDCATING? We GOTA

(M A CIVILIAN. DO SOMETHING 7/

V' HI,MAGGIE. WE GO TDO FAR BACK FOR FY0SIST. . SOMERODY SAIDTHE
OK, SURPRISED? SURPRISES, PENIVY. NOW LET BUT (FYOULLNOTICE, HADTOPUTASTDP \ KETIETD
YoUGOYS 'EM GO BEFORE | TELLEM WHERE | ! NOBODYS HURT. WELL, TO ALL THIS FOOUSH POT.
win. YOURE REALLY TICKLISH. \w\/ ExchGr M%B%He VIOLENKCE.
} ? 1G COWGIRL. /
. NN -
=S AN
?
1
\/ /\/ '
YoOUe GIVEN LS ABSOLUTELY NI OH, (Y BARY H-HELLD,
QUITEA RIDE, PENVY, ) NOTHING, BECAUSE m,meé”‘"”" GIRL.1 THODGHT [ MAMA, ITE GOOD
f LOST YOO FOREVER, 0 SEE.YOU.

WHAT ARE WETO DD / (D ONLY COME BACK OHe
WITH YoU 2 (MORE POWERFUL

DID YoL Miss

THAN EVER. p‘!
%
NS =
A 7
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OH, 07/ 1 HAVe OH,MAMA/ LOHAT DID YoU ISNT ITWONDERFOLZ | CANT SEEMTO Yo DONT
ALLMY SUPER CHILDREN  \ -1 JUSTSAY ) MEAN WHEN YOO STOPTHIS THINGZ EVERYTIME [ TURN AROUND  BELIEVE MEZ
BACKZ eVeN THEONE THAT ] THINGSZ HA ] SAID MORE POWER-

WANTS ME DEAD/ HA HAZ

OR SINEEZE ORGET CLOBBERED, SOMETHING JUST LATCH THIS
FUL THAN EVER?

NEWANDFUN (SADDED TOMY ARSENAL.  (NEWONE.

~

BUT, (M NOTGOING TO 1 DUNNO,
DOTHAT. [ LOVE THE TI-GIRLS, MAYBE T CoLLD )
YoO BROUGHT MY KIDS BACK BE ATI-GIRL.
TOMe AND FOR THAT T AM

FOREVER GRATEFUL.

|
\Wh /////////

=
N

7y

M\
/
~
h{ ' ‘ '
\ L |”////,// il il
»
i
R N
: /4,”\‘IH\\\“‘\\\\

WHY BECAVSE ITS TIME 00,
NOTZ2 ) MAITE AND THE COWGIRL PAID
* 4 FOR THE CRIMES YOU COMMITTED
DORING THIS ENTIRE ORDEAL
AND LELL REFORE.

1AM
AFRAIDTHAT
WILLNOT DO

PENNY,

SHES TALKING o/ YoURe
NOTTYZ T DONT KNOW JUST SCREWING
ANYTHING ABODT NO

(M AFRAID
STUPID CRMES/ Yo LEAVE ME NO
ALTERNATLLE...
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IT IS THE RAYOF TRUTH. CARVED FROM
THE TREE OF LIFe AND PASSED DOWN THROUGH
CODNTLESS GENERATIONS FROM THE HIGHEST
KINGS TOTHE LOWEST BEGGAR, IT HAS BROUGHT
FORTH JUSTICE 1N THE HOUR OF NEED.

LATCH oUT,
(MAMAZ IT STOLE
MY ARM ANID ITiL

ToY. oW HAND ME

BACK THE RAY,

WHY, " So HOW DID YOO [TONLY OKIGETIT. ¥ ANDI NV NO IFTHERAY
ITSJUSTA GETITTO LIGHT OP ) WORKS FOR ITS WERE PLAYING ~ THOUGHT THE WONT PLAY EQUALS
HOLLO LIKEYoLDIDZ 4 CHOSEN OLOWER,

HOLIER THAN THOD TI-GIRLS WERE THEN NOBODY GETS
GAMES AGAIN. _ DIFFERENT. TOUSEIT.
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NO, THEY WENT
WHERE DID THEY STRAIGHT THROUGH ~ ALREADY

GOZ DIDTHE RAY BLOW THEROOF...  MILES OUTOF
MY POOR UPSTAIRS

THEM O PIECES?
TENANT. WE JUST HAD
THAT CARPET PUT (N,

ONE MORE EXPLOSION
AND [ SWEAR (M PACKING
MY BAGS AND MOVING TO

CANADAZ

7.7
//

s
7

7
7

7

y

Y
Ve
2

) //
//// Yy
).
W7
/’é /,
/Z//

7
7
)

i /
-

|

i/”hrl }/
7
/7/// /
I

Il
}/

‘FRAID WE .. BUT, HEY,
CANTLETYOLGO I MAMA.../  WHATS

MAMA, DONT
WITH THESE
7
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THEY DROPPED ¥ [ HAVE

: NO FAIRZ HEY, THeY
THE RAY/ THEY DROPPED TO HAVE
THE RAY. o [T/

: THIMBELINAZ
YOURE FASTER DROPPED SOMe-
THAN...

N OMIGOSHY (DE GOTIA
SAUE HER 7

YOUR SISTERS A
SNAKE, DIDYou KNow
THAT, BARY?

YU SAUE
o HeR. 1L SAUE
THe RAY,

YOURE ALLTHIEVES! BACKTOMAGGIES N | ./~ 1 ADMIRE YOUR COURAGE AND ITIS YOUR
Bl WHERES SHE TAKING M7 M APARTMENT. RIGHT (WHERE \( SENSE OF HONOR EVEN THOUGH THEYRE \ [ POINT THAT IS
THIMBELINAZ 4 oL AND ] ARE GOING TO K\ A BITMISPLACED. CHRIST, IF YOU REALLY MISPLACED.

KNEL WHAT YOURE DPAGAINST.

v,

SETILE ALLTHS...

THEN. HAVE IT
YOUR (WAY.

=
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THEN [LL MAKE
YOU A DEAL. MY ARM
FOR THe RAY.

VERY WELL, BUT I NEED
THE RAY (N ORDER TO G5IVE
oL BACK YOUR ARM.

LOOKS LIKe THE
SHOES ON THE OTHER
FOOT, DOESNIT IT2

DONT BE. FOOLISH, MAITE,
YOO KNOW FOLL WELLTHE RAY IS
ONLY USEFUL (N MY HANDS.

I DONT (M AFRALD ANGEL, TAKE MAGGIE

TRUST YOURE GOW(Gs TO MEXICAN JUSTIVUMP (N BACK T THE BEDROOM AND

YoU. HAVE TO. STAND-  AND CLOBBER STAY WITH HER. SHES NOTTO
FE. BE ALONE AT ANYTIVE.

N
-Al

\|
\ /i /////K\\\
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YOURE (NSANEZ (M ALLOWING YU
0 WALK AWRY EREE, YET YOV KEEP COMING
BACK FOR MORE PUNISHMENTZ

1 CANT LET
YOV GO, PENNY,
NO MATTER THE
COST.

No, SJop/
Yov DONT KNoW
WHAT YOURE
DOING/

OL' HENRY JEKYLL PROVED THAT
EVERYONE HAS A DARK SIDE AND EVERY ONCE
(N AWHILE ITHASTO SHOW ITSELF...

' THIS IS LUDICROUSINOU PEOPLE.
PREACH TROTH AND JUSTICE BUT NOBODYS
PERFECT, NOTEVEN THE TI-GIRLS/

PENNY, We EW, TTHINK [ NOTHING TO WORRY N\
ARE GOING TOGET LIKED YoU BETIER THE ABOUT. Yo WONT BE LOOKING
OTHER WAY. AT MEe LONG.

ALONG F((NE.
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Y‘@N"

4 >>\.?\\:
J
s

SEE,YOU MAY BE MORE POWERFUL YOURE STILL A NOVICE BUT STICK THIS IS & LITLE X WHY DONT
BUT THE TRICK (S TO KNIOW HOW TO USE WITH Me AND YoULL LEARN THE FINER EMBARRASSING, YA YOU TALK FOR
WHAT YoU GOT, CREAMPUFF.... METHODS OF DNIDERHANDED COMBAT. kNOW, ME DOING AL~ AWHILE?
2/ S THATS, IF YoU LIVE THAT LONG... THETALKING...

= ;

N

Ve

/

[T LWONT BE LONG NOLW...

CANT 2 WHATS THe (MATIER,
CANT BREATHE 2 DON'T LWORRY,

SO, WHY ARENT Yo
FIGHTING BACK 2 NOT AS TOUGH
AS YOL THOUGHT, HOH?Z

OH, WELL. NIGHTY
NIGHT FOREVER, YoU ROYAL
PAIN IN THE ASS....
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NO/NO/ YoORE NOT
GONNA SPO(L (Y SECOND  I1L...
CHANCE! TILKILLYA...




WELL, THAT
WAS CERTAINLY
INTERESTING.

NoTWwisH N
THE WEEPER WOVLD
LETME HELP,

THE POWER OF THE RAY IS TOO
DNPREDICTABLE, ESPECIALLY [N THE
WRONCG HANDS. NOTEVEN WEEPER
HERSELF KNOWS (TS LIMITS,

NoU? WHAT DO THE SANTA CLADS BROUGHT HER SISTERS EACH A DOLL BUT ALL
COMICS SAYZ 8 SHE GOT WAS A CHEAPTOY GUN. SHE FELT THIS WAS A VERY

WHAT ABOUT) ?? “ONE CHRISTMAS, LOHEN THE (VEEPER WAS A LITILE GIRL,
¥ < (RUEL TOKE AND IMMEDIATELY WANTED TO THROW (T AWAY,

1
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WHY, THEY FELT (TWOULD BE USEFVL ONE DAY SO ITSAT (N
A SHOE BOX [N A TOOL SHED FOR YEARS, TILL IT WAS TIME.

i/f/) “BOT HER PARENTS INTERVENED. NOT REALLY KNOWING
= A THAT DAY CAME THe SAME DAY SHE DONNED THE MASK..

TOTHIS DAY SHE DOESNT KNOW WHY SHE WAS
THE ONE CHOSEN TO CARRY ON ITS VALDABLE MISSION.
ALL SHE KNOWS IS THAT SHE MUST CARRY [TON UNTIL
THE DAY ITIS TIME FOR HER TO PASS ITOW ...

IN Here 2

OH, WELL. APINCH Y A SOCK A FLICK
HOWTHE HELL ~ HERE WE GO T GROWAN O GROW A TOGROW OH.
DIDKALAMITY GET ~ AGAIN... A..

T KNOW. (TS
JUST SOMETHING
WEHAVETD GET USED
0 FROMAOW O,
[ GUESS...
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HEY, ] JUST AND (DHAT
THOUGHT OF IS THAT, PRAY
SOMETHING... Tel(?




LAST TIMe YoL ToLD
ME MY ARM WAS NEVER
GONE TO BEGIN (WITH.

THEN ALLT GOTIA Y How |,
DO IS BELIEUE IT5 STILL WAH'I cotle frc;wr

HERE AND...AND...

- THEN [
STRIKE.

NO FAIR? WERE BOTH ONE-ARMED,
NOUR SUPER STRENGTH AGAINST MY JUIITSU,
THE TRPANESE METHOD OF DSINCs THE STRENGTH
AND WEIGHTOF AN ADVERSARY TO D(SABLE

HER. IDSAY TS MORE THAN FAIR.

, LETS HOPE.YOUR SILLY BIG
SISTER HASNT DONE ANYTHING )
FOOLISH WITH THE RAY,
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OH,XO.IF ' NO, BUT SHE COULD HAVE ANYTIME
SHE HAD KILLED | SHE WANTED TO AND (WHY NOTZ (TS DEMONA
You, I .zu)EAR ALLOVER AGAIN, JUST LIKE LWE SAID.

MAYBE NOTHING. AFTER ALL WE LET
DEMONA GO SOME THIRTY YEARS AGD AND THE
B\ WORLD DIDNT EXACTLY COME TO AN END.

BY TRUE,SHERATILED A FEW N DOYOUSUPPOSE THATS
CAGES AFTER THATBUT THEN | WHAT REALLY FINISHED DS7
PRETTY MUCH SETILED DOWN. [ THAT WE VST COVLDNT LIVE
KILLED OUR €GOS, BUT... DOWN LOSING DEMONA?

WEILL, [ AINT NO HEADSHRINK BUT THAT COULD ALSO i

EXPLAIN OUR EVENTUAL RETURN. THIS PENNY THING COULDA
BEEN OUR LAST CHANCE TO BRING CLOSURE TO THE DEMONA

50 THING, THE T CASES BEING VERY SIMILAR.

. AT
& WAS Z0LAR,
WASNT IT2

AS PATHETIC &S (T SOUNDS, ONCE
[ HEARD THE OL' BASTARD (DAS (sRAVELY
INJURED, THIS FOOLISK oLD WIDOW) JUST
B COULDNT STAY AWAY ANY LONGER. .

DO YU
BELIEVE
THAT?

BUT T MUST ALSO GIVE BOOT ANGEL

A LOTOF CREDIT. THE WAY SHE STOMPED
AROUND SPACE QUEENS HOME WITH THAT
DEFIANTYOUTHFUL OPTIMISM...

KINDA SOUNDS
LIKE THE TI-GIRLS
ATONE TIME....

I’ CLUB,FROMTH(S
FOOLISHOLD HOMe-
(WRECKER...

144 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES



. SOTHIS IS
Ml (WHATTHE FUSS (5

: WELL, HELLO, YOUR
G
% : Eve ‘ El...

1 SOPPOSE NOT. EING THE TOP YoU GOT
DOG AND ALL, ID IMAGINE YoURE PRETY ) THAT STRAIGH
RUSY, WELL, BEINGTOP DOG,

<~

SHOULD WE? DO
YOU THINK SPACE
QUEEN ACTUALLY HAS 1)
T(VE FOR MEETING-
SOMEONE WITH THE

Y

S0, [F 1 MAY ASK, WHAT DID I REALLY DONT
YL DO WHEN YoL GOT THERE? TO THINK YOUD LIKE TO
THETOP, I MEAN. DOYOU STILLGO OUT A FIND OUT, INSIDIOVS
AND DO SUPER STUFF, OR...7 MISCREANT,
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I GUESSALLYOD R, 1
REALLY CANDO IS SIT | coULD COME
INYOURTOWER AND | DOLON AND...

I KNOW.., AND

DESTROY Me WITHYOUR '\ How DO YOU
OUTLAWED RIDICULUM ) KNOW ABOUT

WHATZ?

THAT2ZWHO

IT DOESNT
MATIER BECAUSE ¥ 1T
IT WOULDNT (MAKE WOULDNT
A DIFFERENCE,  WORK.

NO.ATFIRSTIT N\
WOULD SEEM KE IT )
DID.UKESO... /'

212//21/

146 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES

...BOT THEN (D YoU... Y (M SPACE Y YOURE...
JUST COME BACK LIKE YoU.. QUEEN,DAMN YOURE MADZ
I ALWAYS DO. o0/ MaD..,




!
)

)

V) //
A
\




HELLD, HOW ARE
Y02 M VERY HAPPY T0BE
ON YOUR PLANET,

I SURE HOPE THEY CATCH
THAT PENNYCENTURY MENACE \ SHIVERS JUST
SOON. THEN MAYBE (WE CAN ALL
STARTSLEELING NIGHTS.

G

K

£)
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wstUkeve. PLP
0.

T/ M RGHT HEREZBUTT N DAMN [T/

0, WAI
DONTWANNA HURT ANYBODY/ T JUST LWANNA

LIVE AROUND PEOPLE LIKE ME 2

\\
®&\«% <\>

l
Al
~ T Tl

A

N

' ‘R
g
ot




1 DONT UNDERSTAND [T, COULD
[ HAVE TAKEN (TTDO FAR, THAT I AM
ONDENIABLY AND RELIABLY...2

. ITSTRUE.,
(M DEAD... (01
DEAD...

HHIkL

N

AARANNSSS

ﬂe’s TALKING

NOTTY/ 1 DONT KNOW
ANYTHING ABOLT NO
STOPID CRIMES?

NO? YOURE
JUST SCREWING
WITHMEe?

(v AFRAID
YOU LEAVE ME NO
ALTERNATIVE...

(TS THE RAY OF TRUTH,
THE TREE OF LIFE AND PAS
COUNTLESS GENERATION,
KINGS O THE LOWEST
FORTH JUSTICE IV THE 4
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"~ oU CANT POT THIS ON (VE.
(M THE ONE THAT SUFFERED. THE
ONE THAT... THAT... THAT...

THE RAY OF
TRUTH DARES YoU
TO LOOK INTO TS
ALL-SEE(NG EYE

AND DENY YOUR
ACCUSERC.

SHoW (e NO
MORE. ILL COME ALONG
WILLINGLY.

| WL NOTZ
YOURE ALLTUST
TEALOUS, WHAT
1 GOTIS BEMER
THAVTHE P

~ W

Z(S TIME EETS GOlG
PUTTHMBELING | TO TAKE (MORE THAN ELECTREEC
BACKINMYHAIR | BOUFFANTS TO STOP ME FROM
ITS THE SAFEST CLAIMING MY PROPERTY.

PLAcE!

BUT FIRST, THERE
EES A SMALLMATTER
OF VNFEENEESHED
Bl22YNESS.

You DIDNT
KNOW, YO WERE
CLOUDED WITH
GRIEF...

OH MAGGLE.
How COULD T HAVE
LET ALLTHAT
HOPPEN 2

(4
s

G A MATTER OF
7z )\ KEELLING 2€ MOTHER
> LIKE I SHODLD HAFF
N DONE SEVERAL

111

P,V [ (DONT LETY{OV HAVE
STOP! tem/nieyagemy proeRTy?
1 CREATED THEMZ
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DONT LETMY VY RUTFIRST, LETMESEET
APPEARANICE FOOL FOR A MEENUTE. | HAFF
YoU. [ CAN STEEL  COVERED (VANY ETERNITY
SLAY YOO (DHERE ,  KIL0S EEN ONE DAY,
You STAND.

YoL DONT

NoU KNOWw), EEF YOO ONLY [ REALIZE THAT AND (M
LeeVED OPTOYOUR PART OF OUR | MORE THAN IDILLING TO PAY
AGREEMENT NONE OF THEES / FORMY MISTAKES, BUT [ WILL
WOULD HAFF HAPPENED. NOT LET YoU TAKE MY BARY,

AGREEMENT OR NOT.

WHAT EES ONE LEETLE BABY O WHAT Do YoL MEAN?
NOV? YOU, Z€ MOST STUPENDOVS \ PONT Yo HAVE MY POWER?
SUPER SPECIMEN THAT (WAS CREATED | DIDNT Yo TAKE A MAGIC

BY MY GENIUS MAGIC BATH, WHY, BATH, AS (ELLZ
WEETH YOUR POWER, [ COLLD-..
I.. ){ NOSHE
DIDNTY

\{‘

>

e
<5 o
S s

PR
QIRRIL X7
=<

2

W. 2
eI,

\

%’. s
AR
&
L
3

MAMA, REMEMBER
AFTERYOUR MAGIC BATH YOV
DUNKED (ME (NTO THE TUB, BUT
YoU ONLY HAD TiMe TO GET
MY RIGHTARM IN...2

boYob | SO, WHY DIDNT YOO JUST MAKE
SUPPOSE THERES WHO "\ MORE? OR WAS THAT CONCOCTION
SUPER ALLIGATORS | CAN FIGURE ) AN ACCIDENT LIKE ALL YOLROTHER
IN THE SEWERS A COMICS? CONCOCTIONS IN THE PAST?
Now?

Y00 AND N\ 1TS ALLINTHIS COMIC

ey "o " H oM AT LS. .

THEMAGIC GIPT AIL —
GOOD OL' SANTA 5

BATH WAS  ALONG.
BOGLS. ALWAYS CAME THROUGH
FORTHE TI-GIRLS.
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I GUESS YO ANTING S0, YoU STEEL DOLBT MY
ITSOBAD FOR YEARS SORTA | GREATIVESS 2 [ MAY NOT POSSESS
STUNTED IT. THE MAGIC BATH J YOUR VAMBY PAMBY GEEFT, BUT [
ONLY TRIGGERED (T. CAN STEEL Keel YOV ALLZ

[WIL,AND Y SAY HELLO

THISTIME [ WONT O ETERNITY

NEEDMY RIGHT ~ FOR ATHIRD
HAND. TIME ..

MAITE, I TRIED TO
WARN Yo YOUR GIFT
1S GONE SO MAYBE YOUR
AGING HAS SLOWED TO
(NORMALAS WELL,

WELL WELL, T OH, GREAT. NOW
GUESS ZAT PROVES '\ THERES MINIATORE
ZEMAGIC BATH | AND RAPIDLY AGING
DEED LWORK AFTER | ALLIGATORS IN THOSE

? DAMN SEWERS.

AGING DIDNT
COME FROM
THE GIFT,

"

MAMA, 1 HADTO, MAITE. WHEN [ THAT LAST SNAP OF MADRE X (M WORKING....
DIDYOUTAKE L LEARNED ABOUT ALL THE PAIN WE MY FINGERS MAY HAVE DE... GOLDEN ) (M WORK(NG...
AWAY MY HAD CALSED, I FELT We DIDNT SAVED LS ALL. GIRL..2
GIFT.2 DESERVE TO POSSESS SUCH A
DIVINE ATIR(BUTE .
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WE HAD
A CONTRACT/
EET WAS SIGNED

EACH OTHER, THE TI-GIRLS KEPT
REBLILD(NG MY APARTMENT
RooM BY ROOM.

—

(TS SO NVTTY. LOHILE
EVERYRODY WAS CLOBBERING
YOO
Y GOTIA LOVE
THAT.

THeIR ¥ HOPEFULLY THE ONE VAKKA &ND
NOBILITY CENTURYGIRLILEFTTO \ THE COWGIRL

ARE YoU

ONLY ADDS POSSESS THE GIFT WILL  J HAVE BEE SENT ReADY,

TOMY  ONEDAYGROWDPTO

ONTHEIR
SHAME. BEATI-GIRL.

WAY. G |’

PENINY?Z

WILL MY OTHER

CHILDREN BE WHERE Y OF TRUTH KNOWS FOR
WERE GOING? THEY ) SURE. (M SORRY [ CANT
HAVE TWO OLDER

SIBLINGS, You

W

Knotw.

ONLY THe RAY

TELLYOU MORE.

ROCKY'S
JOBS ALWAYS
BeeN THE
HARDEST.

.__Vl
L

Gop AND science | 153



Y~ _ I[TCANNEVER N\ 7177 STAND WITH YOUR HEAD TALL,

ISTHERE N ERASE THE FACES OF \ MAITE DEAR, OR ILL REALLY GIVE YOU )} BUT, X0/ —]
ANYTHING THe | ITS VICTIMS FROM N e\ SOMETHING T0 CRYABDUL. ¢/ THIMBELINA —
RAY OF TRUTH MY MIND. N Q\ COMMITIED NO | SHE NEEDS

CANT Do? N ) CRME?

N { s

GOLDEN GIRL, YOVARE SO NAMED - THANK VvV~ 1Ue KNOWA) PENINY FOR aone\
FOR YOUR HEART AS WEEPER IS NAMED Y FUERZA, FOR (M SORRY \\ YOU,BUT A FEWYEARS AND I ALL THAT TIME, SHE
FOR CARRYING THE TEARS OF AL THE ABOUT PENINY \ TS ALL  NEUVER AGED. LIKE, SHE WAS NOT REGUIAR
1 FORGOT. MAGGIE.IF ~ | REALLY  FLESH AND BLOOD, BUT LIKE, THIS DRAWING
DUMBOL/ THERE ISANY- | CLEAR  THATWAS CLIPPED FROM A COMIC BOOK AND
MATERNAL THING We [ NOW. PASTED DOWN HERE O EARTH.

INSTINCT. cAnDo..

TRUE, BUTIN
THIS PARTICDLAR
SCENARIO, IT (S
Yob WHOIS NoT
REGULAR FLESH

AND BLOOD.

SO LONG, ) SO LONG,
GIRLS, SEEYOD THAS A Y MAGGIE. WE
COLLDNTHAVE
PAPERS RESOLVED THIS
WITHOUT
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MALL

YoU BAK
CHEGTAHg.O

ROCKY, e\ | THINK ID RATHER
HAVE TO GET \JUSTGO HOME TO

RIGHT. ANGEL, T
OH! THOUGHT YoU

° LEFTWITH

.., BEFORE YO SEND ME AWAY, [ JUST WANTED 10 THANK
Yo GLYS FOR INVITING ME INTOYOURTI-GIRLS MEETING WHEN
YOU WERE DISCUSSING MAGGIE AND HER COMICS. Yob MADE Me
FEEL LIKET REALLY BELONGED AND ALLTHAT, SO...

THIS, T WODLD HAve
SAIDNO WAY, BUT

YOUKNOW,IE V' SINCE |VE BEEN HERE [VE SEEN THINGS
YOUASKED Me THAT - THAT HAVE MADE MY STOMACH TWITCH WITH
ATTHE STARTOFALL  DISGUST AND MOST OF IT CAME FROM ME. [
DONT KNOW IF I CANLIVE LIKE THAT.

* AND HEARTLESS
PlACE.

NOW (M NOT SO
SURE...

ITSTRUE. ¥ 1D ALMOST
THE SUPER WORLD FORGOTIEN
CANBEABRUTAL AFTER 30
YEARS.

THATISTHE
MILLION DOULAR

OH, BUT ANGEL.
YOURE JUST STARTING
OUT. GIVEYOLRGIFTA
CHANCETO DEVELDP
BEFORE YOU MAKE ANY
BIG DECISIONS.

4

e

JUST DONT THATS SO, WHO WANTS TO SToP BY MY
FORGET HoW FOR-

TUNATE YoV ARE SAID.

TOHAVE. THAT
CHOICE. ’

NEW GREAT GRANDCHILD 7

WHATMYMoM ] PLACE FOR COFFEE AND PHOTOS OF MY | GRANDCHILD?

m7 i

GREAT

NOW I Know
We GOTTA SAY, LODK.
RET(ReZ  WHEN WASTHE
LAST TIME WE
SAW THE SUN
OMe OP?

= 7 J\\ m
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DEPOSIT BACK.

’

TS

YOU'RE

TeELLING ME
PAST NOON.

UGHTER SODDENLY WAITTO GET THEIR

YEAH, THE RUSSIAN MoM N DIDNT EVEN

(MOJED OUT JUST LIKE THAT.

AND HER DA

BACK, ] JUST...

TIRED WHEN [ GOT

D
A
e eeroen
R

RO o
3

N

3

BOY...

’

PEOPLE LOOKING
AT THE EMPTY APARTMEAT

ACROSS THE WAY.

FROM THE GROCERY STDREZ OH,
THAT THREE-BLOCK (WALK WILL TEAR

H,

THE SOLES RIGHT OFFA YA

WHO WERE

ouUtsibe 2

] GUESS

RGBSR

MM, YOUTALKING TO

You OTBACK X' YEA

156 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES




ITHINK ¥ THAT ALARMA

[MGONNA WAS AN INTERESTING D e R
MISS'EM. o CHARACTER. SE RENTA R19-5171 )

" OAPPARENTLY THAT WAS HER SENTENCE.
CHEETAH '\ TD REMEMBER NOTHING. NOTHING OF THE BIG
TORPEDA..Z ) ORDEAL, NOTHING OF HER LONG GONE GIFT...

: NOTHING OF EVER WANTING THE GIFT....

. D : :
GIRL, SHE DOESNT P
REMEMBER A
TH'NC’ \ W7 //

‘E E“z'”
i \\\

( HTHF

~ \\

MAITE WAS SENTENCED Y NOT VERY  \FONLY THEY
TO TEN YEARS IN ASTRA PRISON FORTUNATE WERE GIVEN THE
WHICH ISBASICALLY A LIFE  BUT SAFE  SENTENCE OF
SENTENCE FOR HER. STILL, FORGETTING.

.. {07 AFRAID SO. BUT AT LEAST THEYRE

SAFE. THIMBELINA RETURNED TO THE TINY
PLANET WHERE GOLDEN GIRL FOOND HER
TO RESUME HER ROLE AS QUEEN....
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MAGGIE MAGGIES MEMORY LOSS IS DVE TO A

DOESNT | STANDARD PROCEDURE PROVIDED BY THE GIFTED
REMEMBER, | THAT PROTECTS CVILIANS AFTER A SUPER EPISODE
EITHER. HAS ENDED, NOT AS A FORM OF PUN [SHMENT
: AS IT IS FOR PENNY CENTDRY...

BUT ITMAY FEEL PUNISHING TO
MAGGIE IF SHE F(NDS OUT SHE (S ALSO BUT
A FORGOTIEN MEMORY (N THE MIND OF HER
OLDEST ANID DEAREST FRIEND.

F

|

ﬁ.,
—

2

IFYOU RECENTLY  HAVE 1-1 DUNNO, I
LOST THE GIFT, YOU WOULD Yo LOST | JOST HADTHIS FEELING

MOST LIKELY... THE..2 | WHEN T WOKE VP THIS
v MORNING....

a—=i>

NO, I LAS
GOINGTO BT,
1 DUNNG...

. WELL, PERHAPS
YOULL FIND OUT BY IDHETHER
OR NOT Y0U REMEMBER THE
BIGORDEAL...

THATS HOOEY/ SOMEe AND HOW COME 1 /" [ADMIT, THERE(S " 1 ENVY YOU, ANGEL. HAVING
MY MOM REMEMBERS \ REMEMBER | CAN REMEMBER THE STILLSO MUCH TO LEARN  BEEN BORN OF AN ARTIFIC(AL SOUL [ WILL
STUFE FROM WHEN SHE ) AND SOME DO | STUFE PENNY TRIED ABOLT THIS MYSTERIOUS ~ NEVER KNOW THE GLORY OF POSSESSING
ONCE HADIT, SO DID NOT, THATIS A TOERASE THROUGH MARVEL... NOOR GOD GIVEN GIFT...
ALARMAS MOM 7 TRUE. TIME TRAVEL?

WELL, Vv~ GOOD LucK [(TH
I MUSTBE YOUR LIFE, HOWEUVER T
OFF. TURNS OUT, ANGEL.

158 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES



>\\/HW<

TCHEN MAKING

—

WHATCHA ~ WHAT TROUBLE
DOIN’, WATCHIN®  HAVE THEY GOTTEN
THE BEAV? H(M INTO NOW?

1 THOUGHT
YoU WERE GOING

1T/ o0 WERE GONNA GO FIGHT SOME
REALLY BAD SUPER PEOPIE/
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ANDYOU REMEMBER /

YOURE GONNA
oL REMEMBER 7

TELLMOM [ WAS
SPYING?

P

YOU AND Ve, of¢2

dw\\(((

NO,NO, (15 OK, MODESTA. BUT TLL BE BETWEEN.
MIGHT NOT REMEMBER SO TS5 OUR
SECRET, NOBODY ELSES. 1 DONT TELL AND YOU Dy

THEIN MAYBE ONE DAY WHEN YOURE BIGGER....

TElL.

TVAGAINZ

MODESTA, ARE
YOUTALKINGTD THe WELL

(DRAT, NO

WELL, WE
LAONDRY?

ALL HAVE OUR
OFf DAYS.

EVERYTHING
ALL RIGHT, ANGEL
Rose?

MOM. I WAS
KIDDING.

" GORELAK.
ILCAL YD WHEN
ITS READY.

1 ALMOST THOUGHT
YOV WERE GONNATELLEM
ABOUT OUR SECRET.
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RRRSF

VERALLA

s V7S
SSAGE

esrrcde -

RSON B S’#:
R

THERE GOES
YOUR NeW WIFE,
DOG, RIGHT ON
SCHEDULE.

WHAT DID YoU DO TODAY, MY MYSTERY PRINCESS 2
DID YOV GET REAMED BY YOUR BOSS2 DO YU HAVE TO GET
HOME AND Fe€D YOUR KIDS OR JUST YOUR CAT 2

OR JUST YOUR
HARASSMENT OFFICER
HUSBAND 2

i

WHO IS THIS WOMAN THAT PASSES THIS STREET

EAH DAY 2 WHERE DOES SHE GOZ (DHAT DOES SHE DO WHEN
SHE GETS THERE? DO THOSE SHOES MAKE HER FEET HORT
OR DOES SHE WALK THAT WAY NATURALLY Z

ISTHIS THE
PART WHERE 1 ASK
WHO CARES?
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” WHEN T GO HOME TONIGHT _
(07 GONINA FOCK MY GIRLERIEND'S
BRAINS OUTAND TELL HER HOW
MUCH T APPRECIATE HER.

DONT FORGET
To TELLHER ABOLT
YOUR PRINCESS.

AH,YoU DONT GET [T, SHE WAS SOMERBODYS BABY, DOG.
SHE HAS A LIFE JUST LIKE EVERYBODY ELSE. SOME LWES MAY
HAVE LESS VALDE THAN OTHERS, BUT THEYRE STILL LIVES.

154D,
CHeCK.

GOOD FOR
HER, GOOD FOR  CHECK.
EVERYBODY,

Pt 4
e
\ AN
LETHIMGO AND [ DONT
OV DOIN; (NEW DEAL WITH THE REAL “TROST THAT FUCKER
BOYZ YU DONT CHESSMASTER. ANYLAY,
TJUST WALK T
AWAY... 1
-
3 T l
< = ] — l l
N | [
. I [ 1 )
y | | | . | l = :i\ " .
S~ N\ \ v !
) | [
< TN \/ I I ,
:'I,.l" . " .
\
w (e
T
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(M HAVING A DREAM LDHERE (M
SUNNING MYSELF LAYING ON THIS
GIGANTIC TROPICAL LEAF.

< \\\\\\ ﬂ\
N

77 15 (MVERY COMFORTABLE, THE SUN IS WARM AND
/47///7 THERES NOBODY ELSE AROUND FOR MILES. - R N

g
79%
V2

/7

/////5// st T . T
@r ” OFCOURSE 1 DONTKNOL ITE A DREAM. ALL [ KNOW N
A
\\ \\

N

THEN [ FIGURE OUT
THe REASON (M ALONE
1S BECAVSE THIS LEAF
™ LAYING ON IS
SUSPENDED THOLSANDS
OF FEET ABOVE THE
OCEAN BEING HELD
UPBY A SUPER TALL
STEM.

RIGHT AWAY MY

LOWER HALF GETS
WEAK.

1 WANT SO BADLY T GET DOWN BUT (M TOO SCARED TO
MOVE, THANKS TO MY TERRIBLE FEAR OF HEIGHTS.

THERE (S NOT A SINGLE THING To GRAB ONTD SO EVERY
(NCH OF MY BODY HUGS THAT STUPID LEAF.

ITTAKES FOREVER
BUT I FINALLY GAIN
ENOUGH COURAGE TO
TURN OUER ONTD MY
STOMACH SO T HAVE A
BETTER CHANCE OF
HOLDING ON BUT (T
NOTSO EASY WHILE 1Y
BODY (S STEALING
EVERY OUNCE OF
GRAVITY TO

SURVIVE.
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| FINALLY MAKE IT OO MY STOMACH, SO WHAT VEXT2
1 TRY TO MAKE MY (DAY DO, DONT [ 2

BOT (M I NO HURRY BECAWSE 1 AM STILL DITERLY
TERRIFIED, SO ] LAY TWICE AS LONG ON MY STOMACH
AS 1 DID ON MY BACK, CLINGING, CLINGING.

THEN I FIGURE 1 MUST HAUE HAD THE COURAGE TOGET
MYSELF UPTHERE, SO [ SHOULD BE ABLE TO GETDOWN.

SLOWLY, [ (MOVE MY WAY BACKWARDS TO THE STEM. AT
LEASTONTHE STEM [LL FEEL LIKE | HAVE SOMETHING TO
HOLD ONTO.

1 WASNT EVEN
THINKING AROUT
WHAT (D DO WHEN
| GOT ALLTHE WAY
DOWN, SEEING
{TWAS ALL OCEAN
FOR MILES (N
EVERY DIRECTION,
THE STEM FEELS ALL[ CARED
SPONGY, YET STURDY ABOULT WAS
501 START TO FEEL MORE GETTING DOWN),
CONFIDENT AS 1 INCH PERIOD.
MY WAY DOWN.
EVEN [F T TAKES
A UFETIME TO REACH
BOTOM, AT LEAST [
WONTFALL TO == - -
(MY DEATH. - -
50,DOWN I GO, PRETTYSOON IT
EEELING BETTER WITH ISSOTHICK [ CAN )
EVERY INCH [ TAKE.  BARELYHANGON. .-
THEN [ NOTICE THE ,.." LOOKING DOWN IT
STEM 1S GETTING 7 SEEMS [ AMTUSTAS
THICKER THE HIGH DPAS WHEN
FORTHER DOWN | STARTED.
| GET,
THe TERROR INSIDE
ME RETURNS A
HONDREDFOLD,
THEN...
s LTHNT 7
KNOW ITS A
DREAV AND
l (;)AKE MYSELF
VP Y
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MY DREAMS HAVE BEEN VERY S0, WHY AND FALLIN 1USEDTO LOVE MY
VIVID SINCE 1 CAME BACK FROM MY ) DIDINT YOULET IT THE OCEANZ NO, DREAMS WHEN T WAS A KID. THE
TRIP | HAVENT DREAMED LIKE THIS CONTIVVEZ NO, THANKS... WACKIER, THE BETTER.

BRRAR...

SINCE [ WAS AYOUNGSTER.

DID YOU EVER HAVE YEAH, NOT TOO LONG AGO | VEAH, [ HADNT THOUGHT
DREAMS THAT WERENT W HAD ONE WHERE [ HUNG OUT WITH WHO USED O ABDOUT HER [\ YEARS, BUT THERE
WACKY, THAT MOVED HELEN), THE LUNICH LADY. SERVE THE MILK SHe (WAS DRESSED (IV ALL (WHITE

LIKE REAL LIFEZ ATOVROLD BUT MINUS THE HAIRNET.

\Y/

DO YOV EVER {Ve HAD NOVEL TS FONINY, THEY & AND THEY ARE WE
HAVE DREAMS WITH LENGTH LOVE AFFAIRS HAD REAL FACES, REAL  ALWAYSENDED W TALKIN''BOUT
TOTAL STRANGERS WITH PEOPLE [ NEVER PERSONALITIES, WELL, VP BREAKING DREAMS OR

SAW BEFORE AND NOT SOME HAD FACES. MY HEART. DREAMSZ

SEEN SINCE.

" f
e B

7
~y
2

// /. ’

O

THANKS AGAIN
FOR AGREE(NG TO DO
THIS THING.

(VO PROBLE(V),
SORRY (T DIDNT
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DONT TRUST THAT HOMELESS DUDE THATS

oL GONNA BE OK GOIN' IN? [ WE STILL

YETTOSEE

BEEN HANG(N' AROUND HERE.

ME MY FRST KISS,
‘MEMBER?

RENO,
You DTOONTHM)é

LEMME
WALK YA (N JUST D
Be SAF€.

m
CANT BELIEVE

FORGET 2 YoU BROKE MY
LITIE BOY HEART.

How couLD N BESIDES, THAT
YoU?1 NEVER SAID  WAS AT THE HEIGHT
NOTHIN'OYODOR ~ OF YOUR HoPeY

THAT WAS ALSO AT THE
HEIGHT OF MY CONSTANT STATE
OF DRUNKENNESS DAYS.

YU EVER N AN’ START
WANNA GO ON WHERE WE LEFT
ADATEZ ( N OFF?

i

14

~Va

//

s 1l
Niial
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(M GLAD Yo DIDNT
KICK ASS FIRST AND ASK
QUESTIONS LATER.

RAYZ

DOMINGUEZ Y DIDNT KNOU) Re .
RAY? L\VeD AROUND {SHe STILL

RAY, ITS ME. [ GUESS I SCREWED UP AGAIN.
[ SWEAR 1 THOUGHT DUR THING WAS TOMORROW
NIGHT, I GUESS YoU WERE WAITING FOR AWHILE,
HUHZ PLEASE ANSWER YOUR CELL ...

You WE WEeRE SUPPOSED TO...
GONNA BE )( YEAH. ANDI KEPTPDTTING ITOFF AND...
oK? 1 THOUGHT ITWAS TOMORROW

AND... IlL BE FINE.
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WELL, T DONT RLAME YOU [F YOURE MAD, BUT
PLEASE CALL ME BACK SO I CAN OFFIC(ALLY APOLOGIZE,
OK?2 OK, SO PLEASE CALL M€ AT HOME. BYE.




DOINGZ

"0

)

/—y

>

GWING
HERRENT. (WHATS
ITOYOVZ

WERE YoU
DOING IN THE
LADYS APART-

MAYBE YOO
DONT THINK (TS
ANYTHING TO ME,
BUT...

T
00 DONT
YoU! " Cer oo Here s

AN’1DONT WANNA Y JUST
KNOW Yo, YoL FUCKIN®  TRY AN”COME
TECATO/ 8
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sos | fF Yous (S
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335 %%%%%@M/ 833%
oo mm ~5e% @xﬂh&%ﬁ%y
SsavathN

You,

RATHER Se€ IT. WITHOUT '\ BECAUSE YOU WERE GONIVA COME
A BIG CROWD. (M STILLUP | BY 0 APOLOGIZE IN PERSON

= -
e W . W,
R 2 =E53 £5z
;«.MWN WM? 8 g 3
W b &
TEES Skt Sgas
2> NS 9 =2 e <
& WWN aRsE
<<
x

W L NN %
SR TSN _/WW =N
et M////ﬂw//my%/m// 35E
s OIS IEES
=
W.MW w_.ch mwm,.
$3 2 3<%
T;M ]
wam =

5;//////////////,////.

NN

’ ,ﬁﬁ//////
@/ﬂmf///////////%,

N //I/thﬁ/’/%//

[ HAD SOMe

NO, NO, [
BUSINESS BUT (4
DONE NOW.

Wwas...
U, I HAD

1 0D

Yo!
BUSINESS,
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MUSTA Y CMON, YoU

TOGETHER YOV VSEDTO | BEEN THE HAVETO GUESS
ALMOST THROWOP AT | TERRIBLE wg;QCEH MPIlAe) é55

T

WHEN WE WERE

ART.

THESE THINGS.

NOT THe GIANT
CHEETD GROWI(NG OUT
OFA SN,-l‘gl‘;GRS BAR,

\4

N

NN

)

NN

N

N

NN

N\

233

N
N\

NN

N

N

N\

N

NS

N

WHATS WRON!
MEZ1 SHOULD HAVE SEEN
THEM A MILE AWAY,

B

D

N
N

\)

NS

OOH, ITLL KEEP DONG THAT
ITDIDIT )~ EUVERY IS SECONDS DNTIC ITS
RIGHTSIDE UP AGAIN.

AGAIN.
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OH, NoL YOURE

MAK(NG ME FEEL STUPID.
YOU KNOW (M A DUD WHEN
ITCOMES O ART.

W\

(T WOULD SouD

EXPLAIN IT. JUDGE ITON
YOOR OWN TERMS.

EVEN DUDDIER (F I TRIED O

WHERE DID
YOU GET THe LITLE
DEVICE THAT TURNS
THE IMAGE?

JDE FROM WORK RIGGED , 1 LOVE(T. YoU Know EXCUSE Me. ARE YOU PLEASE
THAT FOR ME. HE DABBLES IN ) 1'VE ALWAYS THOUGHT YOU THE ARTIST OF THE BAWDY ) DONT LEAVE , HAve
THAT ELECTRONIC STUFE WERE VERY TALENTED. WOMEN PORTRAITS? . B; EM PABLO
ICAZON.

HOW FONINY.
RENDZ  WHAT ARE YOU
DOING HeRe 2

T T

1

(MM THIS
SHow. [ GOTA
PAINTING.

ITS HELEN

THE LUNICH (ADY.
1DIDNT KNOW

YOUPAINT,
REND.

AH, ITS JUS' SOMETHIY’
1 BEEN DOIN’ SOME DUDE
B GOT ME(N THE SHOW).
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YoL WANNA COME... 2 WITH... AROVND...
oo} )
R /
. 4
XY '::/ S
< / & 9

a, ,,’/:‘
4] O

THAT (5 SO THANK YOU. | WAS JUST (= 7 0A.No, OH, RIGHT,
CooL. YOURE REALLY ) HEADIN OUT T S0DE PEOFLE. THANISS. 1M Ok, ILL See Yoo = BYe.

D y
THAT
g wa%?‘y:rss,c; £ap,
—f ;
N
-3

M ] / i

NOW THAT YOUUE SEEN OF COURSE. , WHAT JF 1 TELLYOD NOW), WE
THe SHOW ALREADY, ARE YOV STILL ) BESIDES, THERES 15177 WONT HAVE ANYTHING OTALK
OP FOR TOMORROW 2 SOMETHING I WANT ABOUT TOMORROW.
O TALK TO YOU N I_LJ,
ABOLT. —
// Y
i
) ' :
2% /
%/,Z//%/’ )
s SWEET, KIND.
= FONNY, SAME OLD
“ RAYD...
&

Ty
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DO YOU THINK

THATS JUSTIT. | ALREADY
THIS IS GOING

AW, HE
SEEMS REALLY \ KNOW HIM SO THERES NO MYSTERY
INTO You. AND THERE,, NO DISCOVERY...
YoL ALREADY
KNOW HO,

oo

KR RN ILRALK
oy \’y’ '~ R

%

LRBLRRLL
'y, K2
XXX

%,
‘e,

1 SEE. YOURE How DID We GET TO
LOOKING FOR MYSTERY, '\ FORBIDDEN ROMANCEZ WE
EXCITEMENT, FORBIDDEN | WENT TO HIS ART OPENING,

ROMANCE FERCRY(IV OUT LOLD/?

I DONNO, YO WANT M€ T0 SET
HE JUST SeeMS ) YOO UP? | KNOW He LIKES
DECENT... ATHLETIC WOME.

R

SHe ATTACKS ME AT PARTIES. ILL BE HANGIN)' AND
SHELL JUMP (ME FROM BEHIND IN FRONT OF EVERYBODY.
NOT INA HATING WAY, MORE JUST TO WRESTLE ...

VIVIAN SOLIS (SNT
ATHLETIC, THOUGH SHE
PRETENDS SHE IS.

Now), How DID THE
FROGMOVTH GET (NTO THIS
CONVERSATION 2

MISS CHASCARRILLO,
[ BROUGHT MY RENT BUT T
ALSO MUST SPEAK WITH YU
ABOUT SOMETHING.

SURE, MRS,
SASANCHI. WHAT
DO YoU NIEED?

UGH? ILL TRKE ] Now
APPROVED ROMANCE KNON"' (HAT?

ANY OL' DAY.... KN OCK !

R

&

8%
SR

%

0%
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%
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w7

NS\l

Wtk
i
wallizd

Hev,im
OH. SORRYRUTYoU caNT J ( ok.
m M HANG HERE.

\\)

=]l
-m
I

L
[T

Z
HeRE THANK
YU Yob,
2%
p:
11 =
AN
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BROWNTOWN




CALUN, DONTGET
[N DADDYS DAY HILE
THE MEA) DNLOAD.

b

l— %

—

g2

YOU CAN HeLP
WHEN YOURE BIGGER,
CHAMP?

WERE JUST

PERLAY ESTHER!
STANDING HERE,

WHATIN THE SAM H{LL
AREYOV DOING 2

SHUTOP
ORSHEIL MAKE
US CARRY THE
BOYS' STUFF,
00/

WELL, DO SOMETHINGZ BUT,

START TAK(NG THESE THIGS ) MOTHER?
INTO YOUR ROOM. THEY'RE

Heavyz
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DEAR LETTY,

WELL, WE MADE |T'T0 CADEZZA AND | ALREADY HATE IT,
BUT AT LEAST WERE CLOSER TOMY DADS WORK SO NOW HE
CAN LIVE WITH 0 ALL THE TIME INSTEAD OF JUST EVERY
OTHER WEEKEND.

/ 4?".\7 /4 rr
3 Z\ o\
| & /
_
> Q

DID I TELLYOD I HATE IT HERE 2 EVERYTHING IS BROWN, ALL
THEBOILDINGS ARE BROLWN. OUR HOUSE IS BROULX. EVEN
MY BEDROOM 1S BROWN.

THIS TOWN (S BROWN), [T GETS Me Do
ITEVEN MAKES (ME WANT O FROWN.

[ STILLMISS YOU EVEN IE T JUST SAW YOU THIS (VIORNING WHEN
WE SAID RYE. SO, L SAY BYE AGA(N FOR (VO RYE/

Love,

(MAGG(E

(BUT NOBODY
CAUS ME THAT
HERE)

WE CAMe ALLTHIS WAY
FOR NOTHING, PERLA. IS MOM
GOING TOBE MAD?

NOTIEWE Y HOW WERE WE
TELLHERTHE  SUPPOSED TO KNOW
TRUTH. IT$ CLOSED 7

THEN WHeRE
ARE WE GONNA
GETMILK?

-

‘N

235

S

I DUNNO, AT
ANOTHER STORE.

STORES [V TOWN,
Y'KAOW.
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NO, CAUSE THATS
NOT HIS CAR. HE WORKS
FARTHER AWAY.

RIGHT , DO YoU SUPPOSE

THEREZITS ) WE WALKED SO FAR
HISCAR? J THATWE E(DED LP
ATHIS WORK 2

ESTHER? CALVINY IT JUST LOOKS

NO/ LIKe HIS CAR? YoU THINK He: HAS THE
ONLY BLVE CAR IN TOWN 2

HA HAI ITS \JOT SHUT OB
'7 FONNY, MOTHER? JUST Be GLAD
CLOSED?? WE WALKED AV | SHES LAUGHING,
OH AWFUL LONG DOPEY,
WeELL -+ WAY7
\
/ | &
T2 N A
R
s X Q
Eﬁ | e
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PERLA, IHAT 1 DONT 1 KNOLD,
WERE Y00 k(DS DOING WORKTHERE. \ {1 TOLDEM IT
CAM JUST | | WASNTYOUR

SAID... CAR.

\

1 DONTWANT > GET YOR MILK
YOU GOING DOWN- AT THE DAIRY STORE ON
TOWN. THAT PLACE . ELK. ITS CLOSER.
(SATOMB.

pent ey, I

GREETINGS FROM THE BROUWEST PLACE ON EARTH, WELL,

THE SKY IS BLUE, YESTERDAY CALVIN SAID THE SUN) IS ALSO,

BLUE SOMETIMES. I THINK HE DREAMS IT (S OR STI(L DOESNT

FNOTQ(;%S {RC%(.ORS OR (S COLORBLIAID OR 1S JUST PLAIN WEIRD.
VOTE WEIRD.

m

=5 2
. | o
— - < A
L ( £ )ipl )
\\\ | (! | }|| ‘ -
- I /\‘.‘?,\.\/0’,\/ S
il j Tl e
= e
W
I
MY WHOLE FAMILY [S WE(RD. ESTHER LIKES TO SINs TO THE 1 WISHYOL COVLD COME VISIT RIGHT NOW BUT I KNOW
CLOTHES SHES PUTTTING O{\. MANUEL IS THREE AND WONT HUERTA 1S REALLY FAR SO (1L SETTLE FOR COMING TO SEE
TALK YET AND ANGELS STILL A BABY SO ITS HARD TO TELL How YOU FOR YOUR LEAP YEAR BIRTHDAY. HOORAY/
WEIRD HES GOING TO BE WHEN HES BIGGER. U
E,
I || " l MAGGIE THE PEARL GIRL
TN
~
| W5
2, -~
~N Nt
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How COMe SHE HAS YEAH, AND
PERLA CANT COME | TOSTARTA '\ Yov STILLGOTIA
WITHUSONTHE  } NEWSCHOOL, ) @O TD THE DUMB
SCHoOL BUS ESTHGR SHES DODO SCHOOL,

NOMOREZ N ATC. BARIES,

AND WE STOPIT,
CALLYOU DOMB \ PERLA. HERE
COVES THE _,

BUS.  FANDALE,
' CAING

ME AND
MY FRIEUDS
CALLYOV GUYS | DODO TOILET
AMERICAN CLEANERSZ

WERE JUST GOING T TR
IT. THE LADY SAID YOU HA
GREAT POTENTIAL, MIJA.

NO, TS THERIGHT BUS, YOU
JUST GET OFF EARLIER (N CUNNING'IDN
THE DRIVER WL IELLYO()

HEYKIDZ ¥ THE SMALL
M(SS THEBLS  BUS SHOOLD BE
AGAIN? BY SOON/
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SEE? ¥ C'MON,

DONT Vv Hey,You
SOMERODY WE SHOOLD
MUSTA DUG

WORRY'BOUT  WANNA SEE
ITKID. SOMETHING
cooL?

HEY, WHAT NO, IT LIke
YO HEAR IS THAT SOUNDS UKE ~ ABABY C'MON...
THATZ  SOLND? ABABY... CRYING.
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Mel

THESE BOYS... THEY
WERE GONNA DRAG

ACAES

SHES NOT
HERE. SHE WENT

TEL MEALL
ABOUT HUERTA AND
DISNEYLAND AND

LETTYS BIRTHDAY,
BUT DISNEYLAND

DISNEYLAND WAS OK BUT

LETTY WASNT INTD [T AS MUCH

THIS TIME AROUND.

SHES ALL ACTING LIKE THOSE BAD LOCA GIRLS
INOW. SHE CALLS OUR OLD VEIGHBORHOOD HOPPERS
AND EVERYTHING. ITS WEIRD. BUT [ WANNA GET ONE
OF THOSE COOL CAMISOLE TOPS SHE WEARS.

YOURE GONNA
LOOK LIKE A TUVEN(LE
DELINGUENT/
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(M JUST TELLING
YoL WHAT LETTYS MOTHER
SAID, PERLA.

P

_
5

BUT WE AGREED? 1 WENT N /. SHE GOT TWO
T0 HUERTA FOR LETTYS BIRTHDAY \{ “F'S ONHER REPORT
SO NOW SHES SUPROSE TO COMe J| CARD, THATS WHY

TO CADEZ2A FOR MINE/ SHE CANT COME,

PERLA.

THERES NOTHING
LWE CAN DO ABOUT IT
S0 YoU MAY 45 WELL
STOPRIGHT NOLD,

NEXT TIME ™M ON THAT BUS
TO SCHOOL | SHOULD JUST STAY ON
ITAND NOT GET OFF TILL IT GETS TO
LOS ANGELES AND THEN ....

. DID Y0V GUYS GO
ON ITS A SMAU WORLD

FTERALL?

THIS SHOW (S STUPID/
MY TEACHER SAID NO PERSON
CAN RUNV 60 MILES AN HOUR,
EVEN W(TH ROBOT LEGS /

THATS BECAUSE
YOUR TEACHER TEACHES
AT THe DUMB DODO

PERLA, DONT 1 DIDNT,
SAY DUMB DoDO ) [ 1 sAID DUMB
SCHOOL. DoO DOO
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WHERE \YOUR FATHER WITH Y THE ONE SCREAMING

YO0 DPSET ME 22 ESTHER LVAS

LIKE A BANSHEE !

STAY ON THAT BLS
TILLI GETTO LOS
ANGELES, THEN

[LLHOPON THE

ME
BULS I TOOKTO GO TO
LETTYS BIRTHDAY SO
1 KNoW How TO GET
HOPPERS.

Doo

1M GONNA LIVE WITH
LETTY, (M SURE HER MOMWILL
LETME IF I HELP LETTY PICK
OP HER GRADES.

BUT WHAT (FOUR \ ,
OLD HOUSE ISNIT THERE
ANY MORE, PeRtA? J _

KIDDING, ESTHER, BUT
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PERLA, DONT 1 WONT.
GO TO HUERTA, CAUSE NOIW STOP
WHOS GONNA TALK O CRYING.




HURRY UF, CALVINZ
NO WONDER YoU ALWAYS MIsS
THE SCHOOL BLS#

LAY [ TOLDYOU WHY? WE
DOWE | HAVE OGET T PERLAS BUSSTOR/  OH, TUST
HAVE O WE HAVE TO SEE [F.. CMON...

WHAT THIS DUMB
HAPPENED BOY SRVIRTED
o0v? 0S WITH A
HoSE/

THE LOVE BUNGLERS | 187



BECAUSE HE'S MEAN?

WHY,MOM | BESIDES, HE SAID

OR DAD (WOVLDNT  He WAS ONLY FOOLING

DOANYTHING:  AROUNID AND SAID YOU

ABOUTIT. . GUYS LOOKED HOT AND
TIRED, SO...

NOT GONINA
TELLON HM,
PeRA?

=—
2 (i

///////

DEAR LETTY,

TODAY [ ALMOST DID IT. 1 ALMOST STAYED ol THE BUS TO

SCHOOL BUT 1 CHICKENED OUT AT THE LAST MINUTE.TOO
BADTOO BECADSE WE HAD A SURPRISE MATH TEST. BUT THATS
OK BECAUSE 1 DONT CARE ANY MORE.

S0 [ TURNED 11 BY MYSELF AND (LL PROBABLY TURN 12 BY
MYSELF AND THEN WHO KNOWS 7 1 MAY END UP HAVING
BIRTHDAYS BY MYSELF ONTIL [ 70 YEARS OLD. BUT 1
GUESS T JUST DONT CARE ANY MORE,

Wi 7
" 6

f7

TOMORROW WE HAVE TO GO TO MY DADS WORK PARTY T
FINALLY MEET ALL HIS WORKERS, | DONT CARE ABOUT THAT
EITHER BUT ILL TELL YOV ALL ABOUT [T IN MY (VEXT LETTER.

LOVE, R
nviesle . R
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AND HOW
COMe T CANT WEAR
MY HAIR LONG LIKE
ESTHER's 2

[FYOVEVER V" BUT NO, PERLA.YOU
ToOK CARE OF (T,  HAVE TO MAKE EVERYTHING
DIFFICOLT, DONT YOU?

MAYBE...

M

GOOD! FINEZ SIT
THERE ALL VIGHT FOR
AL T CARes

....

YOUR BOYS A AND THIS ISMY
REAL SCRAPPER, NACHO. | ANGELITA, ESTHER.
A Ree%\g& PATARITD / NAMED AFTER MY

AND THAT
SKINNY OVE OVER
THERE IS PERLA.

AHH, vV Come
PERLA. OVER HERE,
MIJA.

\
\

T

[ USED TO WORK WITH
YOUR MOTHER AT THE: PACKING
HOUSE N HUERTA. T ALSD VIS TED
YOUR HOUSE WHEN Y00 WERE
LITE. DO YU REMEMBER
y: THAT, PERLA?

=4 o
//////\4
i

‘=

"l

1
1) YNNI =
I//”I/////l/{; '“jll]l';'nl“/l )
(I TATI AT 220

MAGGIE.
WHAT?
(%
NAMEIS
MAGGIE,
4
- =

(VAMe WAS | DIce?
MAGGIE.

MY ’ -
MOTHERS \2QUE '\ THAT NICKNAME (N

OH, SHE GOT

HUERTA BY SOMe ) 2 NEGROS 2
NEGROES...

THE LOVE BUNGLERS | 189



NACHG, [ NEVER
SAW ANYBODY PACK A
CARTON OF LEMONS AS
FASTAS‘(%)I?A LOVELY

MISTER
OH. CHASCARRILLOS
MY BOSS.

_

YES, BUT

COME FROM
HUERTA.

ReALLY CLAIM JUST
HOPPERS.

A

OH,YEAH? DOYOV KNOW WHAT — N\—]
LOE USED TO CALL THE AREA YoL Live ||
IN NOW WHEN | WASYOUR AGEZ A
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OH, | DUNNO. FROM DONT START THAT,
WHAT I HEAR, YoU USED TO PACK ) NACHO! Ve KNOWN CHINO
A MEAN BOX OF LEMONSS. SINCE WE WERE KIS /

1L FIOUD HER.
DE HOPPERS”

ILLFND MAGGIE  HrE!

WELL, HOWAM I SUPPOSED
KNOL WHAT WENTON (N “HOPPERS”
TWELVE YEARS AGO WHILE [ WAS
ALVOST 200 MILES AWAYZ

1 KNOW), ISNT THAT
A FONNY NAME FOR A
NEIGHBORHOOD?

CHASCARRILLO,
(NICE PARTY.

MISTER
CHASCARRILLO??
WELL,O0K..-MISS

VARGAS.

1BEATYOU W OURE )
TOTHE BATHROOM,  DRUNK. ¥
MAGGEE? g

ARE
WE GOING
Now?

NO,NO. SIT " How's YoUR
A MINOTE, MIJA. NEW SCHOOL?YoU
WE NEVER GET  LEARNING SPEC/AL
TOTALK. THINGS ?
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OH,CMON.
YOURE BEING

MODEST. (

(NOT REALLY. MY FRIENDS
I REGULAR SCHOOL SAY THEYRE
LEARNING THE SAME STUFF,

v

WO, WHO COVLD HAVE
THOUGHT ITZ WHO ISTHIS GIRL?
(T CANT BE MY DAUGHTER. THIS
GIRL HAS BRAINS.

MAYBE IM
A MARTIAN THAT
CRASHLANDED (v
YOUR BACKYARD
IN 19657

NO,NQ. ESTHER, THE BOYS,
THEYRE MINE, ALLRIGHT, BUT, YOU?
YOO MAY BE YOUR (MOTHERS BOT [
KNOW YOV AREN'T MINE...

1AM/ 1AM YOUR
DAVGHTER?

GETOFE!

&

PERUAL N\ ([ XOEL S Lo stk
7 e T $
stop THAT: YOUR 1AP/ LRONIG WITH

You'?

W

\\\\\\‘\\\\\\

YOO ARE GETIING A LTLE. N\~ THATS
TOOOLD TO BE SITTING ONYOUR Y Ok. [ DONT
FATHER LAP, PERLA. CARE.
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THERE GOES
THE PZARCHIMG-

DAMWN FOOL
MARCHING

THE

BAND.

DONTTRYD,
RON, PUNK. WERE ) HURTYA, MAN. TUST HANG
BIGGERN YoO.

LWERE NOT GONNA

OUT WITH LS.

HES coOL. He
JUST WANTS TO TOIN

NO NoZ PULL YOUR
PANTS DOWN AND FEEL THE
GRASS ONYOUR Ski/

Y/ /// '
///////%/////,

ITS THE VERIEST
LIFETO BE, NASTY IN)
NATIRE.

IN REAL LIFE.

CHECK TOUT, MAN.
THIS ISTHE WAY YOULL BE | DOTHE PUSSY FROM)
DOING A CHICK EXCEPT

1 THOUGHT You
THE FRONT 2

YoLULD Do THe
PUSSY FROM THIS LAY
TO0, CABROM.
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BUT INSIDE
(MORE NASTY.

]

) YOU GET
THE BUTTS BETTER. (TS cacét\Ht’)LAli;/ook SHE WIPES, L

NOT IF

GUESS.

I"‘llllllfll"'l”" l.l;{rn m

T NIG .
woT MA’I A ,eyeéfo ockiNG
[«

-

>

Y2

5 1 NEVER GET
por 45T o ROBBER , OONTNGTHE ) psf-
,waﬂf“"’r FORE - SHOOT? ROBBERS... NoT
NIGHT
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YoU Y WHATS
MESSED WRONG?
Meuvp/

LETTY GOT A BOYFRIEND.
SOME 80Y WE USED TO TEASE AT
SCHOOL. DOPEY DAVID...-

T ’wm el
e 1 |'I‘ It |
o Sl

|

AT I .bl

LR L
ll’l l” ”{{“I
l,',ll ;i
ol I

THEY WERE COLD SNEAKIN' 'EM
OUTTA THERE (N MY.BHCK POCKETS. HOPE
[ DIDNIT CRUSH EM TOO MUCH.
|
|
[ [ T N\ J— > o 0
[ R\ \\\ W S < ’ T Uu
AT
- L l
- _ //

I UIKE GOING TO THAT STORE OH HUH.
‘CAUSE THE LADY THERE HAS BIG OL’ CAN We DO THE
TETAS. YoV LIKE TETRS, MAN? (VASTY IN NATURE
| CLUB TODAYZ
|
] :
= |
N b A
|
l
1 / \\ |
1 / =
l - N\
1 gt —_ . N
1 ,I I ! - — = - N
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, SURE, BUT
TS JUST 0L AN”
MEeTODAY.

YEAH, ONE OF /
THe FHRST DAYS I MOVED
HERE, [ LOOKED UPAND | YeH?
THE SUN WAS BLUE BUT
NOBOD(\)"’ BELleveDd
E.

2

ITS THe
AHHH... VeRIeST LiFe
TOBE.

”WELL, [ DONT CARE
CAUSE RIGHT NOW (S JUST
ABOUT THe MOST PERFECT
TIME I EVER HAD.

DO YOV
THINK THE SUN
(S YEUOW OR
BLUEZ

YOU KNOW, [N A FEW YEARS
YOURE GONINA BE BONING CHICKS,
MAN. I THINK ITS TIME Y00 REALLY
LEARNIED HOW T DO IT.
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oL GOTIA LEARN
SOMETIME, MAN., THATS

LAYING




OUTOF MYOWN
RooM.

1 DONT THINK AND WHATS \ 1) )
SO, BT SHE KEEPS WRONG WITH ) (" NOTHI!
TELLING ME O GET You?

7 NO ESTHER,

T PERLA WONT BE (1 :.' SHE GETS TO RIDE ON ‘
=, mz (Y MORE. ,

™ #" DOES THATMEAN )

ODR guS AGAINZ . y

- -
- - -

A

M GOING T
w KlNDERGARTEN.’

7

()
10Nz
]

:5lGH=

HeY, CAL?
LETS DO NASTY
IN NATURE/

WANNA DO IT
INO MORE.
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YU FUCKIN LITILE T YEAH? WELL, WHAT DOYoU
PUNK PUSSY. SO,YoU DONT THINK (€ 1 DID IT TOYOUR SISTER OR
WANNA DO IT.... YOUR WHOLE FUCKIN’ PUSSYASS
FAM(LY? HUH, PUSSY, HOH 2

SAWYOUR & HADNT SEEN HeR SHELOOKS ¥ CATCH
SISTER, MAN. THE  IN AWHILE. HOW OLD IT, MAN, SHE YA LATER,
BIGONE,NOTTHE IS SHE NOW?Z LOOKS IT. CAL.

LITTLE ONE.

o2
o — ) g T S
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SHE WENT T ' MTELLING N NACHOS GOT HIS WORK
THAT BRAND NEW MALL i YOU, QUINA. SHES  CUTOUT FORHIM. HES GOMNIG TO
. ATEENAGER  HAVE TD BEAT THEM OFF WITH A

NOW. STICK. AND ESTHER'S (VEXT...

WHAT DO
YOO WANT, CALVIN 2
GO AWAY.
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i

HAT WELL, DOYOU HEAR WelL, NOTHING. |
THEN?DD[ GO IFYOU THINK HOW SELFISHYOV Y WHATDOYoU GUESS (M TUST AS
BACKTO BEING YoL SHOULD SOULAID, NACHO? | WANTMeTD SELFISH...
JUSTYOUR CO- QUIT...

WHILE [ SIT Doz?
WORKER 2 HERE...

i
;

1IN
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YOUR SISTER
ASK ABOUT Me

!

SHES FINE, You SAID You
\ iisirhe) (sions

HeY,, Y~ BUT, WHY
IDIDNT  NOTME, MANZ
MEAN... SHeng\IKS ™

NOW G0 FUCKIN
CRYTOYOUR MAMAZ SEE
IF I DONT CORNHOLE
HER, OO/

THE LOVE BUNGLERS | 201



[ DONT WANT TO
KNOW,YoU WeRe PROBABLY
LOOKING FOR A FIGH T

PERLAS IN
TROUBLLLE...

SHES
HOME,
MoM/

>
)

v
N

\

=

!

PERLA,
COME HERE! FaRIAZ
PertA/

\)

)

L\

—

\

LET MeIN THE
BATHROOM, PERLA!
I NEeDTOTALK TO

Yov?

HER §

CHOOL
CALLED. APPARENTLY
HER SCHOOL IS MORE
DUMBDODO THAN
OURS.

F(RST ATC AND NOW
THIS. 0L HAD S0 MUCH
POTENT(AL.

1 JUSTDONT V" AND CALVINS GETIING (NTO

UNDERSTAND, PERLA, FHGHTS ATSCHOOL AND-.. OH, WHATS
HAPPENED TOTHIS FAMILY Z

’

~ v
< ]
1’ ///
_ /7
/ yi ( A
[
N N |
I CANT HEAR ANY DADDY?
SCREAMING. YOL THINK WHY ARe YoU
SHEe DROWINED PERLA IN HOME (N THE

THe BATHTUB?
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WE SALY THIS ONVE
ALREADY. TWO TIMES! 1
WANNA Se€ “BAD NEWS

BEARS GO TO JAPAN.,"
PERLAZ

5,

I

o fn[le D
L,/ P
::Jf

THIS IS
THE ONLY THING
SHOWING,
(MANUEL.

i

“EJ[@

(N THE WHOLE I
TOWN. THENEW CINE T WANNA GO
SIK THGATGR IsN HoMg.

0N

—__.__.

\
/ -

< L=
MoM SAID We HER AND
HAUE TO STAY FOR DADHAD TO
THe WHOLE MOVIE, TALK. Now),
ANGEL.

TALK TALK
TAK. ALLTHEY DO
ISTALK.

INO, YOUR FATHER IS HARDHEARDED.
HES NOT GOING TO BEAID E[THER (WAY, SO ALL WE
CAN DO S RETURN TO HUERTA, BACK TO HOW WE
WERE BEFORE, MINUS YOUR FATHER ...

OH, PERLA. WHY DIDYOL HAVE TOTELL ME2
VES, 1 WAS LWARNED ABOUT HIS LAYS BEFORE WE EVER
GOT (MARRIED, BUT WE STILL COVLD HAVE DONE THIS, HE
WAS HOME. WECOVLD HAVE PRETENDED, OR....
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. WEL, Now
IM GOING TO TELL
THE KIDS...

1™
SORRY.

CIEERY &

OH, NloWw
wlsleRe DID
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| SEE YOL GUYS ARE
MOVING BACK TO PUSSYTOLWN.
COULDNT HANG, HOH 2

YOU KNOW SHE REALLY LIKED |
(ME. SHE THOUGHT I WAS COOL. SO
oL DONT KNOW SHIT, MAN. ,

S0, WHAT :
AREYOU GONNA DO WHATCHA
NOW), PUSSY, CRY?  GOT THERE?Z
. HOH, PUSSY?

" YoUTQLD VY WelL,YoURE

€M, DIDNT YOU? A FUCKIN' LITLE
YEAH,YOUDID,  LIARZNOONE
YOU FUCKIN®  BELIEVES YoU
PUSSY/ ANYIAY/
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DAMNYOU, NACHO? , NG, Y YOU HAVE
YOUCANTKEEPHMZ (M ) [ QUINA,  TOCOME
TAKING HIMBACK WITH HES...  RIGHTNOW),

ME O HUERTA/

WHERES
CALVIN?

No! ¥ OH, LETS TUST GO
Yes/ AND PLEASE, DONTASK
7 MEANY MOREZ
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THE LOVE BUNGLERS

PART TWO




WHAT A LOEEK THIS HAS BEEN TRYING TO GET TOTHIS EVENING, MY
MOMS HEALTH ISNT GETTING BETIER, A FEW PEOPLE WERE LET OFF
AT MY WORK AND IT WAS My J0B TO TELL THEM, AND MY LAND[ORD
WONT FIX MY FRIDGE SO ITIL STOP MAKING CRAZY BIRD WH(STLES.

{F THAT AINT ENOUGH, THE FROGMOUTH SUDDENILY DECIDED SHe
WANTS TO GET BACK TOGETHER AFTER DUMPING ME FOR THE THIRD
TIME THIS MONTH. T OVLDNT COMPLA(N BUT (Ve WAITED TOO
LONG TO HAVE A SECOND CHANCE WITH (MAGGLE.

1 WASNT TRY(UG VERY HARD TO HIDE THE FACT THAT ] WANTEDTO 8€E
WITH HER. MAGGIE, ON THE OTHER HAND, PCAYED IT COOL AND
STEADY. THE CHASE WASON. TROUBLE IS, I DONT KNOW [F { STILL
POSSESS THE ENERGY AND PATIENCE FOR THIS SORTOF THING.

AS OUR DATE PRESSED O, THE MAGIC STARTED TO WEAR OFF AND
SHE STARTED TD BECOME LESS THE EXOTIC CREATURE | BUILT HER
LP OBE AND MORE JUST THe MAGGIE 1 REMEMBER. STILL, THIS (N
NO WAY MADE ME WANT HER ANY LESS.

THE SIGNIS OF TIME PASSING NOT ONLY SHOWED ON HER FACE AND
BODY BUTON HER SPIRIT AS WELL. NOT I\ A BAD WAY, MORE (N AV
ACCEPTING WAY. THAT STARTED ME BELIEVING SHE MAY NOT
HAVE (NEED FOR AV DPTIGHT, DVSETTLED BUFFOON.
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BUTJUST WHEN (M READY TDACCERT THIS FOR (DHAT ITS SUPPOSED
TOBE, JUST TWO FRIENDS CATCHING UPOVER DINNER, SHE FLASHES
ONE OF THOSE LWARM, COMFORTING SMILES AND SUDDENILY THE

CHASE IS BACK DN AND 1LL MO DOWN ANYONE (N (MY PATH.




BECAUSE (M
JNTERESTED AND
1VE ALAYS sgem

SO, WHAT
ELSEZTELLME

1 DUNNO, LETS SE€. [ HAD O ReALLY?
UNCLOG A TOILET I ONIT TWO. IM STILL ) FOR WHAT?
GOING TO VALLEY COLLEGE ...

1VE BEEN) TAKING SMALL BUSINESS
CLASSES. [ GOING IN WITHA PARTNER ON
A BUSINESS VENTURE. WE HAVE OUR EYE ON

YEP ISNT ITFONNY? 1
MAY BE GETIING BACK INTO
THE MECHANIC B(2...

UL NEVER Y “IBYEAR WHAT EVERYBODY FOUND OUT AND THOUGHT
FORGET THATARTICLE  OLD HUERTA DOYOD \I WAS A FReaAK/ I WASTHE OAILY GIRL IN SCHOOL
IN THE HUERTA 50 AGAINST VEAN? UNTH OIL UNDER HER FINGERNAILS!

GIRL FIXES
PAPER.- CARS”

)
=
G‘,‘)\J’3

1 DUNNO, | ALWAYS SAL THATS BECAUSE , No, i7s ¥ Aweopy ¥ J0ST
IT LIKE YOU WERE SOME KIND ] YOURE NiCE ANDYOUVE 7 ALLBULL- CANLEARNTD “CAUSELWHAS PreA’
OF CHILD PRODIGY, OR... ALWRYS BEEN NICE. // SHIT.. _ FIXAGAR.. _ AGIRL..
77

N
N

\

J \v
N

NN
\\\\\\Qt\\

N

N

\\\\\\\ ~
N

N

™
N
N

N
~

N

N

.
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WELL, I GUEss I
BETIER GO (N. I HAVE TO
GETUPEARLY...

WE SHOULD DO TH(S
AGAIN SOON. (WHATS YOUR
WEEK LOOK LIKE?

MYWEEK 2 WELL, MY
BROTHER ASKED ME IF I WouLD BE
(NINATO HIS NEL BABY.

THATILBE MY FIFTH & CALUINZ NO, MANUEL.

LEFTIN MY FAMILY, HE STILL LIVES AT MOMS,

GODCHILD, I GUESS CAUSE (M HES STILL ROLLING OUT BABIES
THEONLY AVAILABLE FEMALE  BY THE DOZENS EVEN THOUGH

CALVIN?Z2 PrCHY
THAT BOY HAD ANY BA

=

IF
BIES

You
ANDKNEW ABOUT (T, YOU, ~ METHIM, | RAN INTO HIM AT
CAN B SURE He WODLDNT ~ RIGHT?  J THAT BUSSTOP IN

HANG AROVAID LONG.

ONLY THAT
TIMEYOVAND [

HOPPERS.

I HEARD He
COMESTO L.A. OFTE(
BUT HE NEVER VISITS

SO,WHAT
HAPPENED TO
THEGLY? HOw

- TUORN OUT
DIFFERENT FROM
THE RESTOF 0S

WHO KNOWS 7 THERE

P ALLTKNOW (S
ARE CERTAIN THINGS ABOUT MY

HE STAYED TO ULE WITH

FAMILY OM ALLUAYS PREFERRED MY DAD WHEN WE CAME

Mg, THe BLUM. DIDHE..7 BUMS? TO KEEP HUSH HOSH. BACK TO HOPPERS.
N ~ i
TS " il
2 S 2 \ %
N\ ==
FROM THEN ON T HEARD STORY AFTER STORY SOUNDS LIKE DIDVT DO THE REST OF US S0 GOOD
OF HiM GETIING INTO TROUBLE. HE TRIED LIVING ~ POOR YOUR FOLKS’ BREAK-\EITHER. AT THE TIME ] THOUGHT WE
WITHOUR MOM [N DAIRYTOWN BUT THINGS ONLY  CALVIN... DPHIT CALUN THE ) WERE THE ONILY MEXICAN FAMILY ON
GOT WORSE TILL HE RAN ALVAY FOR GOOD. HARDEST. EARTH WHOSE PARENTS DIVORCED.
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Ok, oW [
ReALLY SHOULD

WAIT, ARENT \(
YoU FORGETTING  E
SOMETHING?

YESTERDAY YoU SA(D YoU
WANTED TO TELL ME SOMETHING, BUT
YOU WANTED TO WA(T TILL ...

K, SOYOU KNOW HOPeY, RIGHT 2 (DELL,

SHES REALLY STARTED 10 SETTTE DOWX) WITHTH(S | HOPEY?

ONE PARTIVER AND NOW) THEY RE THINK(UG: ) REALLYZ?
THAT THEY UWANT TO HAVE A BABY...

-..AND I THOUGHT IT
WOULD REALLY BE COOL |F
YOU WERE THE DONOR.

TuAs Y IDeA. ¥ DONT oD
I HAVENT EVEN ASKED  THINK (TS A
HOPEYYET, BUT... . (00D IDEA?

APPROVE OF
THISZ?

WEASKED  He
NO, ReNOBANKS BUT USEDTD
L. HED(I)%(\T)_TWORK USE...

YO!
YoL CAN ALLAYS
SAT NO, RAY.

TIME TO THINK
ABOUT IT?

THE LOVE BUNGLERS | 211



RIGHT THEN THE TONE CHANGED. IT FELT JUST LIKE OUR (NOT BUT EVEN MORE SURPRISING, THE APOLOGY WASNT FORTHE

$0GOOD TIMES TOGETHER AND [ WAS NOT GONNA GO THERE. | DONOR BUS(VESS BUT FOR LEADING M€ ON. THAT LED HER TO
SPOKE OPAND TOLD HER [ FELT LIKE T WAS BEING LSED AND TO CONFESS [V A SIDEWAYS SORT OF WAY THAT I WASNT JHE ONE
MY SURPRISE, SHE (MMEDIATELY APOLOGIZED. FOR HER. MY (NSIDES TURNED INTO MASA BUT [ DIDNT SHOW IT.

THEN THE LAST (7 YEARS OF HER LIFE STARTED TO POUR OUTOF HER. SHE ENDED WITH A STORY ABOUT HOW SHE HAD AN ACCIDENT ON
FROM A CROSS COXITRY JDURNEY BACK EROM THE EAST COAST TO HER RECENT TRIP WHERE SHE NEARLY DROWNED AND THAT SHES
HER SHORTL\VED REONION WITH HOPEY TO HeR EVEN SHORTER BEEN) HAVING CONSTANT NIGHTMARES RELATING TO IT. THEN SHE
UVeD MARRIAGE TO SOME OLD SKATEBOARDER HOTROD DUDE. SHUT UPAS IF SHE WAS WAITING FOR THE VERDICT OF HER TRIAL.
R
N
ANY OTHER RETECTED FOOL MIGHT THINK SHE WAS TRYING TO | [ WETRIED OUR BEST TO MAKE PARTING AS COMFORTABLE AS
STEAL THE VICTIM SPOTLIGHT BUT IT SEEMED TO ME UKE SHE WAS POSSIBLE, PROPOSING FOTURE LUNICH DATES, BUT AS FARAS | LUAS
LOOK(NG FOR CLARITY, SOME KIND OF ANSWER TO ITALL. WELL,IT CONCERNED, ITWOLLD Be BEST T0 JUST WAL AWAY AND NOT LOOK
WAS CLEARTO ME T WASNT THE GUY TO GIVE ITTOHER. BACK, PARTLY, TO AVOID THE TEARS. MIIVE, NIOT HERS.
[l ES »
- &
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OH, YEAH.
HEY, CALVIV. HOWS
TGONG?

/)

SOI YOU
STILLHANGIN®
WITH My

YOURE THE
ONLY FCKER [
EVER TROSTED HER

WITH, RAY,

I KNOW V" THOSE OTHER
SHES OK (TH  PIECE O'SHITS ARE
GO DOWN.

SEE H&‘(;DSHED co0L. | GOTA...

-
H ‘i
H —H

T

a s
381
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THE LOVE BUNGLERS

PART THREE




AT 6:2] 1 HEARTHE RATTLE OF Y0UR TRUCK PULL UPTHE
DRIVEWAY. Yo COME () TIRED NOT SAYING A WORD.
YOU WASH UP AUD START DINNER.

WE USED TO TALK MORE BEFORE OUR BOYS MOVED OUT.
MAYBE WELL SEE THE GRANDKIDS THIS WEEKEND.

SOMETIME DURING DINNER YOU LEAN OVER AND Gs(VE ME

A PECK AND TELL ME THINGS ARE ALWAYS LODKING DP

[ TELLYOU [ LOVE YOD AND YOU SMILE AND THOSE ARE
THE LAST WORDS WE SPEAK FOR THE NIGHT.

THERE WAS A TIME IN OUR MARRIAGE WHEN T DIDNT LOVE
YoU. I DIDNT HATE YoV BUT THE LOVE WAS NO LONGER THERE.

WITH TIME I LEARNVED TO LOVE YOU AGAIN AND 1 STULL
DO. [ NEVER ToLD YoU I DIDNT LOVE YO AND I DONT
THINK I EUER WILL.
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ISYOUR PHONE Y ANYWAY, [ JUST (VEEDED

HEY, ™ ALWAYS OFF OR ARE TOTELLYOL) (M AT THE GALLERY

RAY. TS YOUJUSTON IT 2¢  AND OIVE OF YOUR PAINTINGS
ME. HOURS A DAY? 1S BROKEN. ITWONT TURN.

[ DONT N\~ ANYWAY, 1 DIDNT KNOW (F [

THINKI DIDIT ~#A ~ SHOULD TELL THE GALLERY PEOPLE OR

BUTYOUNEVER HAZ WHAT, BUT GIVE MeA CALL WHEN OR
KNOW) (FYOU EVER GET THIS, OK, BYE.

A

b

—

-\'\
? X
|
[=]
RENO, HI# [ WORK HERE I ACTVALLY YES, | TOTALLY FeLL
FUNNY 1O See SOMETIMES. WHATS CAME TO BUY YOUR I\ LOVE WITH (T IT HASNT
YOU HERE/ UR MAGGIE? PAINTING. SOLDYET, HAS IT?

——

NOWHERE. IHY DONTCHA WAIT TILL THE

THAT PIECE O' SHIT AINT GOIN”
SHOWS OVER AN’ (LLGIVE ITTO YA.

OH, BUT [
WANNA BUY
(T, RENO.

THE GALLERY Y JUSTSAYITS A
TRKES 50 PERCENT. GIFT FOR BEING THE
LEMME GIE TTO  ONILY PERSON UDI(TH

YO, MAGGIE. GOOD TASTE.

NoU ARE
THE SWEETEST
(MAN, RENO.
C'MERE..

1

S

[ GOTTA GO, MY ROOMMATE LEAVES

FOR COLLEGE PRETTY SOON AND (M TRKING HER

SHOPPING FOR LAST MINOTE STUFE.
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HI, ANGELZ OH,
READY D607 NO. SHOPPING,
YES.
—

ARENT YOO EXC(TED?
SO0, COLLEGEZ UNIVERS(TY?
SIS BOOM BAHZ

]

]
R

Tl

Sy

YOURE GONNA 8BE DID ANYONE
FINE.ITOLDYOU [ HAVUE TONS  OH, ~ REPORT A MISSING
OF FAMILY INEL PASO THAT YOU  LOOK.

CAN HOOK VP WITH.

T ]

[/

OH,YoU V" SHOOT, N0 WONDER HE Yovie
KNOLD WHATZ HASNT ANSWERED H(S PHONE ) BEEN TRYING
(LL BETTHIS N THE PAST WEEK. TO CALL HM,
IS RAYS. MAGGIE?

1 Know, LETS TAKE
THIS BY HIS WORK AND DO
YOUR SCHOOL SHOPPING
Dow THERE .

SURE, THEY
GOTIA HAVE A

THEY MUST FRAME
SOME PRETTY SCHMANCY
ARTIWORK HERE.

THEY DO. ONE
TIME THEY FRAMED
A HOPPER.

(oW,
THERES 4

(T SAYS
DELIVERIES OUT
BACK. LETS TRY

ME.ORTHEARD  THEY
HMTELL MIKE CLOSED?
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\OL HANG
AT VARANS A
LOT HUH?

NOBIGGIE, I JUST DONT
SEE YOUAS THE BEER DRINKING
HORROR MOV(E FAN TYPE.

I DONT |,
THINK THEYRE
OPE(.

I JUSTNEED TO
Se€ RAY DOMINGUEZ.
1 HAVE THS... P

SHE ARE ¥ (UE HEARD SO
HERE YET, ) SOMEBODY TO Yoo MUCH BBOLT YOU.
JOE? . Jog? (M MAGGIE.

N

/

A

SO, THIS IS Y WHATS
WHERE YoL GUYS AL
WORK?2 THIS?

> RS
ITS A LITILE DRAWING CLASS WE SPEAKING
bo Ar—‘;e& WORK. RAY PUT (TTOGETHER. OF RAY...
HES SORT OF OUR INSTRUCTOR.
/ V4

WHERE A
HeS our
s e RAYY ) feair

WE JUST
CAME FROM
THERE. NO

MAYBE
THE BANO?

YEAH, HES IF [ KNOWw
PROBABLY (N THE ) RAY, THAT COULD OK...
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YES,

HeY, LOOK AT HEY, MAESTRO.
THAT. YOU SPEAK | WE CAME BY TO SEE IF
H(S Ng(f;’!e% AN'HE Yo LOST TH(S...

THE BATIERY'S DEAD SO 1 COVIDNT
CHECK T MAKE SURE S0 [ TOOK A CHANCE
AND I GUESS T WAS RIGHT...2

THANK

I 3
s
SSOSRIIRRRS
SRS
SRS
GRS
S

WEl, We IFOUR THE FROGGY

oK WONT KEEPYOU | MODELEVER ) PRINCESS GLIDES
- FROMLXOUR ArRr

IN WHENEVER
SHE Feels.

ANGELZ2Z )~ (TSOK,

—1 MAGGIE.RAYS

SEEN ME NUDE
BEFORE

HAUE T BE NODE.
THATS HOL (e
USDALLY...

AT VIVS APARTMENT, WE
WERE SWIMMING (1 HER POOL .
WELL, RAY WASNT, BUT...

(™ SORRY (M

AN, YoU
GIRLS ARE GOOD.
YOU SPEAK HER
NAME...

LATE, SWEETY, [T WONT
HAPPEN AGAIN.
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SHALL WE
GET THIS THING
STARTED?

s

M 3UST GGAD
SHEDIDNT TRY O
URESTLE ME.

HoWw
SURREAL UAS
THAT 22

PRIVATE LITLE ORGY --

"

AND RAY, ALL CLAMMED OFP

| THINK
JUST BECAUSE WE INFILTRATED HIS )( HIS FEELINGS ARE

%
%

3
-~
X

3
%
R

(X
%

=
X

"
K

0

e
Os

%
X

‘.
X
5%

P

P<

ks

WHY, DID THe NO, Yov DUMPED
FROGGY PRINCESS \ | YOU DID H(M,MAGGIE.
DOMP HiM AGA(N DID. WHATZ JX Yov TOLD Me

THIS MONTH? S0...

WHY WAS
ANGEL GETTING
ONDRESSED?

{ WHY BRENT
; MOV SAYING

ANYTHING?
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OH, WELL,
CLASS DISMISSED,
HOHZ

H

=N

l’/l|\

A

YEAH,

WHO (NVITED

oL SURE 1oV YES, JUST

GUYS ARE STILLUPEOR  )GET
DOING THE CLASS 2 ™M

R

RRREC

RSB
RS

ANOTHER ) GET ANGEL,
0DEL. SUPER JOCK.

THE

.

MIKEY WOULD LOVE
0 BRUSH DPON DRAWING ) RIGHT,
MORe MUSCLE.

DUDE

3
3
X
B
3

3
0%

(s o ge !

S

%3

NS

RIS
RS
X

SR

SR
R
RS
W

3
B

S
BSOS,

lo

J

il

X J
R
R

R
B
ot
%

XXX

%

oo
RS
L5

8

oo

R

CORRRAE,
%

R
3
oot
R
o,
295

03

&

029

%,

%

atoots
R

e
o
ot

03,
X

XX
R

o

3
oo,
o)

2
0K R
: RN
KRR
RS
KRS

Y, [ JUSTSAID T WASNTREADY TO

WHATS GOING ON, RAY2
ANGEL SAID I DUMPED YoU AFTER
OUR DATE LAST WEEK.
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RELATIONSH(P RIGHT NOW), THATS ALL.
DT MEAN ] WAS DUMPING YoU’




YoURe ¥ YES
MAD AT YoU ARE,
M RAY.,

.

[ Was,
NO. BUTWOTANY
MORE:

‘o‘; s
REKE,

55
SR

%
RISXXS
R0

SO, V' Holw's THe BUSINESS
HOWYOU VENTURE GOING? THE ALUTD
Been? GARAGE THING...2

(TS NOT A QUESTION OF
BACKING OUT, (TS A QUESTION
OF MONEY. I TUST FOUNID 00T
MY PARTIVER'S BROKE.

(M NOTSURE. | HAUE Y RAY, O,

TOMEET WITH MY REALTOR YoV DONT

TOMORROW DOWN AT THE ~ HAVE ANY
GARAG (MO

How
MOCH DO YoU
NEED?

EX..

5
IR

4
HOW V' GIUE Me THe, BECAUSE (M
WOLLD YoV ADPRESS AND (L GOING TO MAKE
KNOW?  MeeT YOU THERE J{ WHYZ J\ SURENOL DONT
TOMORROL, BACK OLT.
2
"2 N
Q)
N

™ 1 KNOW YOU MAGG(E. THIS Y C'MON,
NOT GOING )15 PERFECT FOR YOU AND YOUD BE AN WRITE (T
.7 IDIOT NOT O LET (T HAPPEN. DOWN.

X
20 2\
R ARIRALEN
SRTPRIRAL
RILLIRRLRNRN
e Aoty
BRI AIAN
G SRR RN
erors 2
BRREE 0Ny

X3
3
2R
R
RRERIRKL,
9,5070.9.9570, %%
2RRKIRL

S0, WHOS (O ONE YoU KNOW. SOME

THIS MYSTERY | MECHANIC GOY [ USED TO WORK WITH AGES
PARTNER? 4/ AGO.WE BUMPED INTO EACH OTHER ATA
CAR SWAPMEET (N POMONA.

S
RS

%,
e
040000,

RERARLR

RN

BRI
RS
AR

HAUE YoU ASKeD RAY, HES A
THIS GUY TOBE HOPEYS ) GRANDFATHER FOR  HEREZ
SPERM DONOR 2 CHRISSAKEZ
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AND
FINE. CHARGE YOUR

(WEHADIT % EUERYTIME HES WITH ME, ITS
WITH THAT FAT OLD SO OBUIOS He HAS HIS MIND ON THAT
(MEXICAN. OTHER FATOLD MEXICAN ...

OK, S0 SHE'S AGOOD KISSER, BUT
THATS ABOUTIT, SHES SHORT, FAT, SHED Re ) STOP FRLAPPIN' FOR
FRED MERTZ [F SHE WAS BALD...

WHY DONTCHA
TWoO SeCONDS..2

WELL, TEL MEZ (WHAT IS
(TABOUT MAGGIE? WHY DO WE...

SHE AINT NO
FATOL MESKIN LADY,

[ DUNNO, (TS5 L (KE, WHAT ARE
WE DOIN’ HERE 2 (DHO THE FUCK ARE WE 2
NOTHIN? WE AINT NOTH(N- WE JUST LIVE,
WE FUCK.... We DONOTHIN ...

BUT THERES SOMETHIN THAT ,A\D
KEEFS... SOMETH(IN THAT HAPPENED Y YOURE SAYING
ONCE INOUR LIVES THAT KEEPS 05... THATS MAGGIE

KEEPS US LIVIN.... HOPIN' THAT... 272
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WELLYOL MAY NEED HER N HEY, WAIT. ARE WE OH, SOYOURE JUST GONNA FEEL Y WELL, (WHAT AM
BUT I DONT, [ MAY LIKE THE WAY DONE? ] smmmemfﬁ SORRY FOR YOURSELF AN’ GO SEARCHING | GONNA FUCKING

SHE KISSES, BUT I DONIT... ENO, YOU FUCKER FORYOUR LOST MOMENTOF LOVEZ DO, ReNO...2
!’”

(M LINDA AND 1
KNOW ) KNOW YODRE STAYING
AFTER SCHOOL.

LINDAS RAY, We WERE JUST THE GARAGE
OUR REALTOR GOING OVER OUR GAME PLAN  EeOPLE. SOUNDS | COME TO
AND MY NIECE, . . FOR WHEN WE Me£eT UP WITH / LIKE A HORROR
RAY. THE GARAGE PEOPLE. MoVie.
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TIA MAGGIE WAS YEARSAGO[S OH, ITS THe ASK THEM HUSHZ
GARAGE PEOFLE, YES? )| (FTHEYCOMETD ) [ LETHER
EXCUSE ME... HOARD U5. ks
X
J
THANKS FOR oW,V S0 OWHICH CALVIN, 1 KNOW, HOH? | FOUND
COMING, RAY. [ KNOW )YoU), [TS SIBLING DOES YOUR BELIEVEIT Y cAlINZ )X OUTWHEN SHE LWAS INTRODUCED
YOURE BUSY, FINE.  NIECE BELONG? ORNOT. T0 MEAT MY BROTHER (MANDEL'S
KIDS BAPT(S(M LAST WEEK.
=_
T X
/ b - %{ ///7//
Z Z .
A S
—N) Z\C:Y?
N\ 3o
SHE KNOWS OF H(M V" THE BUM DOES SHE 1 DUNINO. HeR STEP-DADS
BUT HAS(VEVER MET HiM. NEVER EVEN STUCK WANT O MEET A REAL SWEETHEART. RAISED
HM? HER SINCE SHe WAS OlE.,

INOT (F HER MOTHER CAN  AROUNID FOR LINDA'S
HELP IT ANYWAY, BIRTH,

THENIGHT AND YO DIDNT He ASKeD
OFOURDATE TELL MEZ2WELL, WHERE |y ME IF YOU WERE
ACTUALLY, WAS THIS 2 WHAT WAS DOING OK.
HEDOING 7

W
%

// W
N
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Yo TALKED T HM2Z DID You HE DIDNT 1 CANT BELIEVE THIS. YOO T WASNT EXACTLY
TELL HIM I WANNA SEE HIM 2 DID YOO ) { WANT O ST KNOW I WANTED TO SEE H((, RAY. J 1N THE BEST OF MOODS AFTER
ASK HIM LWHERE HES STAYING 7 AROUNID. YOU COULD HAVE CALLED ... THAT NIGHT, Y KNOL....

LOELL, (M SORRY () OH, WiLL You HEY, SO THE GARAGE PEOPES ONLY V' 1 GUESS
SUCHA WRETCHED BITCH | STOPZ ITS OVER NOW ) (TS LOOKING CONDITION 1S THEY NEED $3000  THAT MEANS
RUINING EVERYBODYS ALREADY. PRETTY GOOD, DEPOSIT BY NEXT SATURDAY OR THEY  You) RAY.

LIFE, BUT.... QYS... GO WITH SOMEONE ELSE.

YU VI HAVETO GETBACK THATIS 7O DIDYOU
GOT BUT ITWAS NICE MEETING  MAGGE... ONE CHARMING. GUYS EVER BREAK
. MAW. CPANYWRY?

YOU, LINDA, YAX...

i
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T WAS HOPING YoU WOVIDNT
(MIND ME USING YOUR STUEE [ ONLY
NEEDED A LIMTLE BIT...

ANGEL? [N HERE,
MAGGIE.

ALITE VY WHATS OH, NO. THEY KINDA YEAH. WeLL, [
BITZ MAN, ID UPZYOV GOT ) ASKED Me TO MODEL FOR THE ASKED YoU, ) SORTOF VOLUNTEERED,
HATETOSEE A DATEZ LIFe DRAWING CLASS. RAYZ REMEMBER 2

OH,IM V" oD SURE
SURE THEYIL oL DOWT HAVE
LOVE(T. A DATE?

WHY CANT
YoL JUST SAY

l
SEE. TOBE MORE, WELL, HIPPIE,
MORE NATURAL 2

THIS IF THEY LIKEIT.

O GOTA GET (™ NoT ' (M NOT TALKING TRASH. YOU JVST DONT (VEED
WHORED VPIVSTTO | WHORED MAGGEE, ALLTHIS, ANGEL . ESPECIALLY NOT FOR SOME GOY TWICE
GO TO VARAN'S 2 ve. %{& v&q YOUR AGE WHO IS PRETTY EASY TO PLEASE .-

TRASH?
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- AND BES(DES, HES ALREADY MIKEY
SEEN YOU (VAKED SO YOUVE ALREADY ) HAS NCT SEE ME
WON HALE THE BATILE... NAKEDZ

KEY NV WHODYOD
VARAN?MIKes THINK [ u)As TALKING
Sofvz UT RAY?

O™ Vv O HES Y WELL, (M GETING
(M MAKING A NEVER CARED ABOLT SOMETHIMs BEFORE I GO.
TOTALASS OF MEAND PROBABLY  EVEN (F [ TUST GIVE HIM
MYSELF. NEVER WILL. CHEAP THRILLS.

=’

e

S —a
==

Y NO, MIKEYS THE IDIOT " HERE, WHY
THINK (M \(F He DOESNT WETHIMSELF DONT Y00 CORL
WHEN HE SEES YOU. THEENDS?

WHY DONT YoU COMe BY VARANS (ATER? (M
SORETHEYD ALL LOVE O SEE YO AGA( AND WE CAN
KINDA MAKE IT L(ke MYGOING AWAY PARTY.

YEAH,
oK.

‘l

( A » 1
i,
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EMHERNOUR STUPID Y YOURE

PrOUE STILL LV CHARGED MADAT
ORYOURE MAD AT M,

ASIDE FROM DOWNRIGHT ~ WELL,Yov

™A
ROTIEN, YOU THINK (M SHIFTLESS, ASWELL ADDJ'EA{OVS

POSSESSIVE AND STODGY., AND SPITE

N , 7
— /—\ i - C l :
H S T T "“m! llllll i H
b SRR A
HEY, HOPEY FRANKENSTEIN
VDICE. (PHATS UP YOU GLYS HAVENT
= FOUNDA SPERM DONOR YET?
0\ Déepéef
7
et Y
pet” =
=
\_ N LN
IVE NEITHER, BUT () NOT GLUING VP, WE OH, DID THINGS ARE
GOTTA KNOW SOME HEALTHY STALLION (DHO WONT You DECIDE TO IFAT  KINDA ROCKY RIGHT TV
GIVEYOV GUYS A LITTLE CYCLOPS CHILD. c«ow‘% ?} SPERM J § ALL. NOWAND e DONT SABES.

KNOW [F.

(™ SO ... AND MEDDLE SOME .
SORRY, S THERE DONT FORGET TO INCLUDE
Amvrggz% 1cAN

MEDDLESOME ...
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THE LOVE BUNGLERS

PART FOUR




1M SOMETHING LIKE SIX OR SEVEN YEARS OLD AND (M RIDING (N
A GOLL) STATION WAGON WITH A LADY IVE NEVER SEEN BEFORE,
BUT (TS NOT LIKE [M FREAKED OUT OR ANYTHING. EUEN (F THIS
LADY 1S A STRANGER, SHES NOT REALLY, YA KNOW?

D v (/.»7 ... . . I§ ‘
\\\\\,\\\\\‘%@m!m{l/////'\ /
W/

”'/l kS

INTHIS DREAM WWE ARE FAMIL(AR, SORT OF LIKE TRAVELING
PARTIERS ON SOME URGENT JOURNEY. THERE (S SOMETHING
WARMAND TRUSTING ABOUT THIS LADY. SHE IS BEAUTIFUL AS
WELL AS MY PROTECTOR.

SOWERE DRWING ON SOME FREEWAY AND SUDDENLY (M
THROW( FROM THE CAR AND I GO SAILING OFF THE OVERPASS TO
WHAT SHOULD BE MY DEATH, BUT BECAUSE (TS A DREAM, I LAND
ON THE GRAVEL BELOW SHAKEN BUT NOT HORT.

THE LADY RONS UP WITH GREAT CONCERN T SEE IF (M OK. [ AM
10 LOVE IDITH THIS WOMAN WHO I HAVE NEUER SEEN BEFORE.
THEN 1 WAKE DP NEVER TO SEE OR DREAM ABOUT HER AGAIN..

[ SURE COVLD USE HER RIGHT NOW), THEN MAYBE (D NEVER HAKE
T0 FeEL LIKE A TORTURED TEENAGER AGAIN. | WOULDUE NEVER
EALLEN) IN LOVE AGAIA) HAD I KNOWN\ THE FALLODT HURTS JUST
AS BAD AT 43 S T DID AT 15...0R 22...OR 29... OR...
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ANGEL SEEMS TO BE DOING OK, COUSIDERING A FEW STUDENTS
DECIDED TO NOT SHOW UP FOR HER FIRST DAY AS LIFEDRAWING
MODEL. THe MAIN ONE HAPPE{VING TO BE THE ONE STUDENT
ANGEL CAME ESPEC(ALLY TO POSE FOR ...




[ KNOW LHY RIS BUDDIES DIDNT SHOW THEY WERE ONLY IN THE 1 COULD GOON AND MENTION How) BEEP BEEP KICKAPOW SHE
CLASS TO SEE VIV NAKED, BUT MIKEY VARAN, I DONT GET, IS HE WAS LOOKING BUT (N THE SHORT TIME (VE KNOLN HER | FEELA
JUST A BASHEUL BUFFOON OR IS HE REALLY OUT TO PONISH FATHER /DAVGHTER THING WITH HER AND T WANTTO KILL
ANYBODY WHO FUCKS WITH HER FEELINGS.

ANGEL SIMPLY BECAUSE SHE HAS OBVIOUS FEELINGS FOR HIM?

=
i P —|=

LOHEN (TS TIMe TO BREAK DOWN THE CLASS, | NOTICE JOES COUSIN AFTER EVERYBODY HAS HEADED OUT, I SEE THAT MY PHONE IS

LOVIE CHATIING HER OP. I START TO FANTASIZE THAT (M ITNIESS FINALLY CHARGED AND THERE ARE 25 MESSAGES THAT HAUE PILED
TO THE BEGINNING OF A SPEC(AL RELATIONSHIE. ONE THAT WILL UPON (T SINCE T LOST IT & WEEK AGO AND 23 OF THEM ARE FROM

UN(TE THEM TILL THE END OF TIME. BUT THEN, THATS TOO EASY. MAGGIE. ARE YOV SHI(TIIN' ME?

% = )
EIRST THING 1 DO IS START DELETING THEM ONE BY ONE, BUT BUT ITS NOT TO BE. OUT OF THE 23, ONLY TWO HOLD INFORIMATION 1
THEN I FIGURE 1 SHOULD BEA GROWN DP AND AT LEAST LISTEN TO CAN USE. ONE, ABOLT SOME BROKEN ART OF MINE AND THE
THEM. WHO KNOWS, ONE COVLD BE HER TELLING (VIE ABOUT THE OTHER BEING ABOUT NEXT SATURDAY BEING THIS COMING
OTHER RSSRITE SHES DECIDED T MARRY, WHOEVER ITMAY BE.

SATURDAY AND NOT THE FOLLOWING SATURDAY.
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RENO/ HEY, ¥ DOIN’ mme
:] HIZ MAGGIE SHOPPIN'..Z

N
=)
"FE P

YEAH,TWAS Y DO YU
JUST GETTING SOME- KNOW MIKE | WORK WIT” HIM. NICE
TH{NngKew VARANZ

YEAH, [ USEDTO
ENOUGH DUDE.

SURE, (M MEETIN'

HATED GOING TO PARTIES ALL
BY MY LONESOME.

A

THANKS SO MUCH FOR

DOING THIS, IF THERES ANYTHING

1 CAN DOFORYOU, RENO....

“a

YOUCA
KIS

aGl MAGGKEZ

=

ANGEL, 1 caNT ¥ 1 DONT KNow HoLw 1 MUST HAVE DONE ITA THEN ITS TIME
HI WHATS I GOBRACKIN MANY TIMES I CAN WALK HUNDRED TIMES. MIKEY MUST ) TO CHANGE STRATEGY.
VP2 THERE. BY H™ AND SAY H. THINK (M ATOTAL DITZ. COMEON....
(/s x—s 0 ",
) 2 s 7
§ K / 7 / 7
J Y,
. &
3 | - 7
| & 2
(-
é—‘ 4 J I ] l *
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I TRIEDTALKING TO
HIM BUT HES LIKE, TOTALLY
NTO THE MOVIE.

______

WELLIT V' OK,HERES YOU ReALLY

IS"MAAND PA  WHAT YoU DO,

KETLEGOTO MAGGIE?
MARS.”

RO
NS
3

ROINR
A

N
N3N

W\
Ry

Y
NN

N
\\\\\ ENN
N

IFYOURE WILLINGTO
THINK I SHOULD, )POSE NAKED FOR HIM,YoU  GOZ
CAN DO ANYTHING.

Iy

N\A

DIDHEKISS | KNOW. | WAS
BAck? NERVOUS,

, ANGEL ROSE, Y RIGHT,
(TS ALWAYS GONINA BE  RENO?
HIGH SCHOOL.

—
Y

IF THERES ANY--

A==
.
"

YES, AND KEEP " BUTWHEN SEEMS SO
GOING AND COMING HE STARTS KISSING I HIGH SCHOOL,
BACKLIKEITS TUSTA  BACK YOURE ON BUTOK...

GOOFY GAME. YOUR OWN.

A
D\ (g = Sz
= g’-t s
= \\ ((((\
2 %)
& -
[ %
THANK YOU AGAIN
FOR THE PAINTING, RENO.

NY

Eé\\
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ABOUT THAT KISS... IM SORRY, ITS SO J0ST

EMBARRASSING.... [ JUSTGOTCAUGHT UP | GONNA BREAK

YOU STOLE MY E(RST
KISs AN’ Now YOURe GONNA

236 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES

OH, (N..YOURE SO TALENTED AND ALWAYS  / MY HEART ALL STEAL MY LAST... 7
GOD.  SWEET TOME AND... [ PROMISE, (T OVER AGAIN,
WONT HAPPEN AGAIN, RENO... HOH?
)
C 2
@ = g
~ o
\—-) —
/a") T
yim J - i
; da . N | 7
UST HA Y CMeRE/( S0, GOITA GO. OH, OK.
JOSHIN HAZ PROMISE, NOKISS, MY ERIENDS ARE THANKS FOR THE
YA, ° JUSTA HUG. | WAITIN ESCORT.
N
N N
~ (= = 26 & %
s( ) < )( ) /'—_S AR W
\6 \ — i - s__a >
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FLIPPY BENJAMIN f(: “FLIPPY BENJAMIN
-\ u N AL CoSTELLO ‘ NEN *ALCOSTELLO
IP il ﬁ/ NN J
i
HEY, VARAN. [SNT OH, YEAH. 1 SHE CAME HE HERE, 002 He LEFT, BUT
THAT RAYS OLD GIRLERIEND )( WHERE? DIDNT KNOW SHE WITH RENOOF A 1 GOTIA GETMY TALK ABOUT AN
OVER THERE? WAS HERE. ALL PEOPLE. LOCKS F{XED. ODD COVPLE.
=2
<= =~
S =
%) <8 &>
N
T
—r Q
) ] ANT




(NOT SO ODD. THEYRE ALL STILL, 1 ALWAYS LOHERE IS THAT
PART OF THAT CRAZY JUL(E WREE ){ SAW HER MORE RAYS GUY TONIGHT, ANYWAY?
HUERTA CONTINGENT, SPEED. ng:\;en Ncgoscrg)#; g{g [P
“KING VAMPIRE " = f;
=
~___~
[
/]l
MAGGIE! N\ o ( ANGEL
£ (D
-4 >
3 7R ey =
S g l“" %@ N d
L= S all VEN N\
i I ((u N\ AL l \
Wiikviis A\ A v i
: iR I |
q
2 = 2
WHERED HE AND HIS WHERE ARE
YouR HANDSOMe M HANDSOME SELF HAD }=/ OH. 1 DONNO, You GOING, You
DATEGO? ANOTHER DATE. VAMP,YOU?

WERE LEAVING
EFORE SHE DECIDES
TO WRESTLE ME.

O00H v WAIT, vV SHIT,
LALA. TOWRESTLE IS VIV/AN
WelL... You.? HeRe?

YoU TAKE THE FRONT DOOR
51 AN’ ILLTAKE THE BACKDOOR, AN’ IiL £
BE OUTTA HERE BEFORE YA...

SN

SARA DELREY - CAT POWER.

)

OLO
kY

THe ROCKNESS MONSTHENT]

N

i

T

l
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HI, MAGGIE.

_—
)

i

> ) 1
=

T

WHATZ | SAY
HC AND YOU GET ALL
SCHENECTADY/

£
(=

< i

I

WHAT HAPPENED TO US 2
We DSED To Be ERIENDSZ WE EVEN
USED TO KISS AN’ STUFF/

s

N

N

THREEWAY...

WHATISIT? " WeCOUID EVEN

IS [TRAY, CAUSE 1L SHARE HIM IF You WANT.

DUMPHIM AGAIN IF MAYBE (E COULD ALL GO
oL WANTZ

OH, c'MoN, MAGGIE/
oL CANT BE AN OLD MAID FOR
THE REST OF YOUR...2

LD

=, ~
\ o
: LA
4
Q
7AN D (I/

P

~ =

R T

A

yov...” .oV, Y YoD
YoU.. DONT NEVER
YoU... KNOW... KNEW...

I
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YOURE FINE. JUST ok. l\\
TELL ME IF SHE TRIES TO )
COME BACK (N. \ = =
( o L.
- ; <
/l-\
e A1
= N y
» p]
i L= ol |
Y © 9 A .
\ L = iis
Wiy 1 ( =< |
GET g MAY WHAT THE FUCK, MAGGIE?
AWAY FRoM ) JSEEYOUR ) — I ALWAYS SAID YOU WERE THE BEST
ME. /, wz A [ j KISSER, NOT BEST HITTER...
o \
- f X ;
\ N
/
1 Pl
N [
\N b = _U:
)
20
gil
STILL THE BEST 25, ONE FROM MY
KISSER ANY OF YOU WILL MOM, ONE WRONG NUMBER,
EVER KNOLW. )= 23 FROM MAGGIE ...
J A
g — = é
e
4§ /'1//0 \
=i 3
N N 2 =
S R
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INONE Y. AHOD KNOW, " Howss (T GOINGZ” VAN, WHY WHY? SHES MADE IT
WEEKZ WHAD ) “JUST CHECKING IN."“1OHO WAS THE ACTOR DONTYD JUST ) ( PRETTY CLEAR. IF SHE DONT WANT
SHESAYZ | WITH THEREALLY BIG EYES (N THAT ONE CALL HER? ME, SHE DONT WANT ME.

TWILIGHT ZONE EPISODEE”

YEAH, SHESENTYOU V" OK,

23 MESSAGES BECAUSE SHE  PRESS THE
DONT WANT YoU. BOTTON.

FUCK, ™ JUST LKE MY
GREAT. LOVELIFE, SPINNING
ALWAY...

o — ——

DONT WORRY, MAN. ONCE You I PANICKED. I KNEW
Yo HAND HER THAT DEPOSIT MONEY DONTHAVE ) ( NEVER SHE WAS SLIPPING AWAY AND I
SHELL NEVER Be ABLE TO GET RID OF IT..

YOUR SORRY LOVESICK ASS.

DID.  COULDNT LET HER, NOT AGAIN.
SO TTOLD HER 1 DID...

&

(

I~
o\

WELL, CANT YoU NOT EVEN (F THESE CALLHER, N Yob GOT O CHOKE. SHES
ASK FOR ONE MORE WEEK USELESS PIECES OF SHITART FOCK... MAN. CALL HER COUNTIIG ON YO FOR THAT DOUGH,
LIKE YO% gggggﬂg ITWAS MIRACVLLOVSLY SOLD TODAY

RIGHTNOW.

1T MAY MEAN LOSING HER FOREVER
CouLD T COVER [T

BUT Yo STILLOWE HER.
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SAY
WHAT?

YOU SHOULD KAIOW) BY NOW) THAT IF HEY, WHY WAS HE
YOUVE SPENT ONE FLEETING MOMENT WITH | ( TAKING THAT PAINTING DOWN?Z
HER, ITCAN LAST WITH YOU FOREVER. IS THE SHOW OVER?

JUST SHUT T WILL IFYOL STOP TALKING ABOUT
THE FUCK DP AN’ ) HOW SHE WAS LIKE SOMe FUCKIN' PAINTING
DRIVE. BY SERGEANT JOHN THE SINGER.

SHEDID A NUMBERON , RAVEON,

YOUR LIP. TOO BAD SHe COULDNIT LITIe BOY, I
DO THe SAME T YOUR (WHOLE
FUCKIN’ MOUTH.
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NOTHING. LITERALLY
NOTHING. AND I THOUGHT
T WASTHE DWEEB...

OH, M F{NE, AT LEASTI HAVE " How
ONE LESS THING TO WORRY ABOUT  ABOUT

WHEN 1 LEAVE TOMORROW). Yov?

HOW
ABOUTME
WHATZ

(M GONNA
BE FINE. [ HAVE 0TY
PAINTING.

1 DONT
HAVE TO WORRY
ABOUTYOU, DO,

MAGGIE?

WELL, TKNOW YoV BECAUSE (TS RAY.
1SWITHYOL \{ LIKE HIMAND I KNOW HES EVEN N YOUR DARKEST DAYS KNOW THAT FOR SURE.
AND THIS RAY GoOD FOR YOU. HES THE KIND THAT WILL ALWAYS J{ NOBODY KNOWS THAT
BE THERE FOR YOU. FOR SURE.

OK,WHAT ABOUTYOUR LIGHTEST Y WHAT
DAYS IDHEN EVERYTHING IS PERFECT, ABOUT THAT?
THEN SUDDENLY HES GONE, THEY'Re  WHAT ABOUT

GONE, EVERYBODY'S GONE 27

¢

THATZ?
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RETURN FOR IMNE




RETURZEGR [

AT FIRST I WAS SO EXCITED THAT MAGGIE WAS MOVING BACKTOOUR OLD 1 LWAS THINKING OF ALL THE THINGS WE COULD DO TOGETHER BUT THE.
NEIGHBORHOOD. SHE WAS GONE FOR THREE WHOLE YEARS AN’ SHEONLY  FIRST TIME | WENT OVER, HER MOM SAID SHE COULDN'T COME OUT, T
%SIMFEO;('D_”\{NS(TA FEWTIMES EVEN IF WE WROTE A LOTIA LETIERS BACK  TRY LATER. | SAID OK AND WENT HOME.

l

il

THe NEXT DAY T WeNNT BACK AND MAGG(E ANSWERED THE DOOR. | THE TIMe AFTER THAT I HEARD HER AN’ ESTHER AN’HER BROTHERS
THOUGHT, COOL, SHEWL COME QUT, BUT SHE SAID SHE COVLDNT, SHE HAD  PLAYING INTHEIR BACKYARD. I CALLED FOR HER TO COME OUT AN’ SHE
T0 STAY [N THE HOUSE. I SAID OK AND WENT HOME AGAIN. THE NEXT  SAID SHE HAD A LOTIA CHORES T0 DO BUT MAYBE SHE COULD CoME 0UT
TIMe I WENT OVER SHE SAID ITAGAIN. TOMORROW). THATS IVHAT SHE ALWAYS SAID, MAYBE TOMORROW.

L
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TWO WEEKS LATER AN’ SHE STILL COULDNT COME OUT. 1 STARTED TO
GET SUSPICIOUS. MAYBE SHE DIDN'T WANNA COME OUT, MAYBE SHE
DIDNT WANNA BE MY FRIEND NO MORE. WHAT WAS SO cOOL ABOUT

WELL, I HAD ENOUGH SO T STDPPED TRYING. (F SHE DIDNT WANNA BE
MY BeST FRIEND ANY MIORE THAT WAS FINE IDITH ME. ONE TIME I SAW
HER WALKING HOME FROM THE STORE. (NSTEAD OF BE(NG EXCITED
THAT SHE WAS 00T, ITWAS MY CHANCE TO SHINE HERON AN’ I DID.

THOSE DAYS (N CADEZZA ANYIOAY 2
=
N
/
I [ 1 | —H__ VA

MY OLDER BROTHER TOLD [V [ WAS BEING STUP(D. HE SAID THAT MAGGIES BUT I TRIED
MOM AN’ DAD GOT DIVORCED AN’ THATS WHY MAGGIE AN HER FAMILY  F I COULD

UNDERSTHND SO 1 TRIEDTO STILLBE HER FRIEND, EVEN
HANG OUT WITH HER. | HAD TO THINK OF A WAY TO MAKE

ARE ACTING LIKE HERMITS. LIKE HE THIAIKS HE KNOWS EVERYTHING.1 HER COME OUT SO I STARTED HANG(NG WITH THE K(DS WHO PLAYED (N

NEVER EVEN HEARD THAT WORD, DIVORCED, EXCEPT ON TV.

THE EMPTY FIELD ACROSS THE ALLEY FROM MAGGIES BACKYARD.

v (i

ITSTARTED TO WORK A LITILE. SHE WOULD AT LEAST WATCH FROM THETOP - ONE FUNNY DAY, ROBERT AN’ SPEEDY AN THE GOYS STHRTED A GAME OF
OF HER FENCE, EVEN [F SHE WODLDAIT REALLY COME 00T, SHE WOULDNT  LINE (N THE EMPTY FIELD. [T SEEMED LIKE EVER N THE
SAY ANYTHING, SHED JUST WATCH. [ THOUGHT MAYBE SHE WAS MAD AT NEIGHBORHOOD WAS OUT, EVEN THE CHASCARRILLO KIDS AlLLINING

ME FOR SHIN(NG HER ON. I WAS TOO SCARED TO ASK HER.

THE TOP OF THAT EENCE.
N (X7 ~aliR—
R £
T T <
| I ! \
= T
Q-S‘ )
< )
N =1
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SOMETIME DURING THE GAME, THE GUYS STARTED ARGUING WHERE THE
FOUL LINES WERE AN’ STARTED MAKING KIDS STAND AS THE FOUL POLES
SO NOBODY COULD CHEAT.

SPEEDY ASKED Me AN MAGGIE TO DO IT BUT WE BOTH SAID NO AN’ We
SAID ITAT THE SAME T(Me AN’ THAT MADE ME THINK THAT MAYBE
MAGGIE WAS COMING BACK TO NORMAL. SO, SPEEDY WAS GOING AWAY
ALLMAD AN’ THEN BLANCA SAID SHE WoLLD DO [T.

11 SO SURE. YOU KNOW SHE WAS ONLY DOING (T TO IMPRESS SPEEDY
EAUSE SHE LIKED HIM. SHE EVEN WORE HER SCHOOL BLODSE AN’ IT
WASNT EVEN SCHOOL YET. SO, BLANCA WAS THE THIRD BASE LINE.

SPEEDY GOTUPTO BAT AN WE WERE O H(M LIKE NOTHIN: HE HITA FOUL
BALLAN' [T NEARLY HIT BLANCA BUT IT SPLASHED MUD ON HER SCHOOL
BLOUSE. B0Y, WAS SHE EMBARRASSED AN’ MAD AS HELL, TOO.

246 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES

MAGGIE MUMBLED SOMETHING ABOUT HOW BIG BLANCAS BOOBS GOT
AV’ THATREALLY BROKE THE ICE AN’ LDE WERE BEST FRIENDS AGAIN,
MAN, YoU SHODLDA HEARD US WITH THE BOOB TOKES, BUTNOT TO HER FACE
OF COURSE. PRETTY SOON WE (WERE TALKIN' MESS ABOUT EVERYBODY.

A~
4\\;él I

NS> 1l
\\

LT
1 GUESS ME AN’ MAGGIE DIDNT KEEP OUR GIGGLES TO OURSELE
ENOUGH 'CAUSE BLANCA GAVE US THE BIGGEST MADDOGGING BEFORE
SHE RAN HOME. THATS NERVE, [ THOUGHT, WHY MADDOG US 2 LE
WERENT THE ONLY ONES LAUGHING. WE DIDNT SPLASH HER NEITHER.

=

_—

J
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THE NEXT TIME SPEEDY WAS UP HE HIT A LOVG OVE INTO SPOOKY THE
SMOKEYS YARD, NOBODY WANTED TO GET IT. WHEN WE WERE LITILE,
PEOPLE DSEDTOSAY THAT SPOOKY USED TO KIDNAP CHILDREN AN’ USE EM
AS DARTBOARDS. I GUESS SPEEDY WAS STILL SCARED.

EVERYBODY WAS CALLING H(M A DUSS SO HE SAID HED GO GET (THF
SOMEBODY WENTWITH HIM AND GUESS WHO VOLUNTEEREDZ MAGGIE £
DONT TELL ME SHE LIKED SPEEDY, 700/ He WAS BARELY GOING (NTO JUNIOR
HIGH AN* (MAGGIE AN’ BLANCA WERE BOING INTD HIGH SCHOOL.

T

(OO

W

OH,WELL, SO THEY BOTH WENTOVER THE FENCE. Wwe ALL WAITED DOWN
THE AUEY. ] DIDNT WANNA HEAR NO SCREAMING CHILDREA OR ANYTHING
EVEN IF T DIDNT BELIEVE THOSE STOR/ES.

IT SEEMED LIKE FOREVER BEFORE THEY CAME OUT. THEY WERENT
RUNNING SO WE FIGURED MR. SMOKeY WASNT HOME. ROBERT WAS
MAKING ALL LIKE THEY WERE LOVEBIRDS AN’ SHIT AN’ ALL SPEEDY DID WAS
TALK ABOUT HOW SCARED MAGGIE WAS AN’ ALLTHAT,

(TWAS FONNY WHEN MAGGIE PUSHED HIM ALL MAD AN’ WALKED AWAY
BUT ITWAS KIDA WEIRD BECAUSE SHE HAD THE SAME MAD LOOK ON HER
FACE THAT BLANCA HAD. ALMOST SAD AS (TWAS MAD. COULD IT REALLY
BE CAUSE OF SOMe STUPID ELEVE(N YEAROLD?

I HAD TO KNOW WHAT DENT ON AN’ ME AN’ MAGGIE ToOK OF F DOWN THE
ALLEY. SHE WAS TOO MAD, TO NOTICE THAT SHE WAS GOING AWAY FROM
HER HOUSE BUT T (WASNT GONNA TELLHER. [ DIDNT (LWANNA MESS (P
ONEe OF THE BESTDAYS (N A LONG TIME.

r

2/

[ |
/ |
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1 KEPT ON BUGGING HER ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED (N SPOOKYS YARD, SHE THEONLYINTEREST(NG THING SHE SAID WAS SHE KNEW A BOY IV
FINALLY SAID SHE WAS MAD ‘CAUSE SPEEDY LAS DIFFERENT WHEN CADE22A WHO HAD HAIR THATWENT DOWN OVER ONE EYE LIKE SPEEDY,
THEY WERE ALONE. SHE SAID THEY WERE SCARED TOGETHER AN’ THEY  IFTHATS INTERESTING AT ALL. MAYBE IT WAS INTERESTING T ME CAVSE
TALKED FOR A LONG TIME, ABOUT STUFE SHE SAID. WAS THAT ALL, I SAIDZ  SHE NEVER WROTE TO ME ABOUT THAT BOY.

I STOPPED BUGG(NG HER ABOUT SPEEDY AN’ WE JUST KEPT WALKING. ~ MOSTLY EVERYBODY WG PASSED WELCOMED MAGGIE BACK BUT SHe
WE WALKED BY OLD PLACES KINDA GETIING MAGGIE USEDTOTHEOLD  DIDAIT SEEM TOO HAPPY ABOUT IT. SHE HATED THAT THEY WERE CALLING
NEIGHBORHOOD AGAIN, EXCEPT NOL ITWAS HOPPERS AN’ WE DERE  HER THAT NELY NAME. YOU CANT REALLY BLAME EM CAUSE THATS HOW
BADASS CHAVAS CLAIMING OUR TURF. DONT €VEN MESS WITH VS, MAN.  PEOPLE KNEW HER NOL. PERLA LEFT AN’ MAGGIE RETURNED.

e
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7

N
L k..
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8

///‘ AR
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[ TOOK HER DOWN A STREET A FEW BLOCKS ALAY WHERE SOMEOF THE ~ MANDO DID H(S USUAL SLACKTALKING WHEN U)& WENT BY. AFTER THAT,
OLDER HOMEBOYS HUNG OUT. THEY WERENT THE BADDEST VATOS LIKE L ASKED MAGGIE WHAT SHE THODGHT OF HIV) AN’ SHE JUST SAID SHE
BIG EDDIE AN’ LITOS AN’ THOSE SAVS BUT I STILL THOUGHT THEY WDERE  HATED THE WAY THEY ALL LOOKED AT HER. WELL, ALL EXCEPT THE TALLEST
€OOL. €SPECIALLY MANDO. OOPS, I GAVE (TAWAY, I GUESS, HUHZ ONE WHO SHE THOVUGHT WAS JUST PLAIN STUCK UP.

~
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BOY, WAS SHE SHOCKED WHEN I TOLD HER THAT WAS LIL RAY WHO GREW  WE CAME UPTD SAL'S GARAGE WHERE HARVEY AN’LOVIS WORKED. HARUEY
ALMOST A FOOT SINCE SHE WAS GONE. SHE CHANGED HER MIND ON THE  CAME OUT AN" WAS ALL EXCITED TO SEE MAGGIE LIKE HE WAS HER
SPOT AN'SAID SHE LIKED HIM, BUTTO NEVER TELL ANYBODY, I SAIDOK  UNCLE OR SOMETHING. LOVIS JUST KEPT CALLING HER MAGGIE O MAGGIE

CAUSE SHE ACTED REAC SERIOLS ABOUT IT. LIKE HE ALWAYS DID SINCE SHE WAS LIKE BORN.
- L f_; 3
K=
N [
D N
| SEfREM
N\ \i

HARVEY KEPT ASKING MAGGIE (F EVERYTHING, WAS OK ATHOME LIKE HE SHE SAID THAT IN CADE2ZA WHENEVER SHE GOT(N TROUBLE HER DAD
KNEW ABOUT HER MOM AN’ DAD BUT SHE DIDAIT SEEM TO WANNA TALK  WODLD MAKE HER TAKE SOMETHING OUT OF THE ENGINE OF THEIR CAR
ABOUT IT BUT SHE DID TELL HIM SHE KNEW ABOUT FIXING CARS. WELL,  AN‘CLEAN ITAN’ HAVETO PUT (T BACK (N CORRECTLY OR SHE WODLD
EVERYBODY, INCLUDING ME, WAS LIKE, WHERE DID THATCOMEFROM2Z  HAVE TO DO IT AGAIN.

TOTEST HER, HARVEY ASHED HER TO ADTUST THE CARBURETOR (N THECAR THEY MUSTA BEEN THERE FOREVER WORKING ON THAT THING BUT THE
LOUIS WAS WORKING ON BUT MAGGIE SAID THERE WASNTONE IN THERE (MORE THEY DID IT, THE MORE MAGGIE. LIKED (T. | GUESS IT WAS LIKE HER
AN'THEYSAID SHE WAS RIGHT SO LODIS ASKED HER (F SHE WANTEDTD  AN'SPEEDY JUST TALKING IN SPOOKY THE SMOKEYS BACKYARD, BORING
HELP HIMPUT IT (N AN’ GUESS WHAT, SHE DID? THINGS JUSTINTEREST HER.
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1 WAS SOBORED T WAS GONNA LEAVE WHEN MAGGIE'S MOM WALKED 1 COULD HEAR HIM ALL BRAGGING TO HER MOM ABOUT MAGGIE

DP LOOKING FOR HER AND BOY, DID SHELOOK MAD. LUCKY FORIMAGGIE  FIXING THE CAR. MAGGIE WAS TUST HAPPY SHE WASNT GONNA GET THE
HARVEY CALMED HER DOWN AND TODK THE BLAME. CINTO. (MAGINE, STILL GETTING WH(PPED AT (3. YU DIDNT HEAR THI'S
FROM Me BUT ] THINK MAGGIES MOM KINDA WENT NUTS IN CADEZZA.

[T MADE Me WONDER WHAT HAPPENS TD PEOPLE WHO GET DIVORCED, I SOON HIGH SCHOOL STARTED AN’ I GOT TO SEE MAGGIE MORE. WE
KNOW BLANCA'S PARENTS DIDNT HAVE TO GET DIVORCED, THEY BOTH JUST  SPENT A LOTIA TIME. SPY(NG ON MANDO AN'RAY AN’ LISTENING TO PUNK
SPLITON HER. I STARTED TO FEEL GUILTY. THE ONLY PROBLEM 1 HAD AT ROCK RECORDS. MAGGIE EVEN GOT AN AFTER SCHOOL JOB ATSALS,
HOME WAS A KNOW- (T-ALL BROTHER WHO WAS RIGHT ABOUT MAGGIE.  HELPING FIX CARS. SHE GOT HER PICTURE IN THE PAPER AN’ EVERYTHING.

THEN CAME THE WEIRD DAY. MAGGIE WAS [N THE ALLEY BY HERSELF  THEN THE STDRY GOT WEIRDER. HER MOM WANTED MAGGTE TO STAY IN
CRY(NG. SHE SAID HER MOM WANTED TO MOVE AGAIN. THIS TIME UPTO  HOPPERS, AT LEAST UNTIL SCHOOL ENDED AN’ GET THIS, 'CAUSE SHE HAD
DAIRYTOWN TO BE CLOSERTO FAMILY, SINCE SHE HADA NEW BABY, I A GOOD JOB/ TALK ABOUT CRAZY/ I MEAN, I WAS HAPPY SHE (0T TD
COULDNT BELIEVE [T. MAGGIE JUST CAME BACK TOME, YOVKNOW?  STAY BUT, TO BE LEFT BEHIND BY YOUR OWN FAMILY, CMOW /

—

—

e/NTO/BELT
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THATS WHEN THINGS GOT WEIRDER THAN WEIRD, SO, NOW MAGGIE  ONE TIME MAGGIE WANTED ME T COME OVER AN’ SAID ITIWAS OK
WAS LIVING ON THE RICH SIDE OF TOWN WITH HER TIA WHO WAS A LADY *CAUSE HER TIA WASNT HOME. WHEN 1 GOT THERE I FODND OUT HER
WRESTLER ONTV, AN’CRAZIER THAN HER MOM, IF YOO ASK ME. SHE ~ TIA WAS WRESTUNG IN TEXAS SO MAGG(E WAS LIVING ALL ALONE IN
ALYAYS WANTED TO TRAIN US BUTWE WERE LIKE, CHALE, TAMALE., THAT HOUSE FOR OVER A WEEKZ MAN, HOW Yo GONNA ACT 727

LED f/ng’M//x MUTW gw?
ZEP P :
/?) Eﬂ_/\’.‘__
g\ L\ F
' ! \ : = / - Rock MAGS
3 \I :
T~ ' A\ L/
RV Y= \oY

[ TOLD HER SHE SHOLD STRY AT MY HOUSE BUT SHE SAID HER MOM ANOTHER DAY [ CAUGHT BLANCA TELLING MAGG(E SHE WAS GONNA
CALLED EVERY ONCE [N AWHILE TO CHECK ON HER AN’ SHE DIDNT KICK HER ASS FOR BEING COLD TOHER THATONE DAY. 1 KNEW (T UWAS
WANNA GET HER TTA (N TROUBLE IWITH HER MOM, CAN YOU BELIEVE THAT REALLY BECAUSE SPEEDY LIKED MAGGIE MORE. | MEAN, THE FUCKIN®
SHITZ DEFENDING ONE NUT OVER ANOTHER NUT. BITCH DIDNT CALL ME OUT AN’ T LWAS TUST AS GUILTY.

ME L= L
T - = il ==
MAGGIE STARTED SPENDIRIG: MORE.TIME AT SALS. T GUESS, FIXING CARS
TOOK HER MIND OFF HER PROBLEMS, 1 DIDNT KNOLO WHAT T0 DO 1
WANTED 50 MUCHTO HELP HER . EVEN IF HER LIFE WAS BECOMING MORE
FUCKED UP AT LEAST SHE WODLD HAUE W THERE TO--
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GETOVUTOF
THEREZ GO PISS ON
SOMERBDDY ELSES

PROPERTY/

THEN HOW BOUT AN'YOU Y GET HEY, BROTHER, CAN
A DOLLAR?T KNOW YoU THINK 1D LOST, New YOU SPARE ANY CHANGE ?
GOT A DOLIAR... @%gm BOY/ 1GOTH..

1 GOTMA... [ GOTTA...
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THIS IS BECAUSE 1 DIDNT
LASTNIGHT, ISNT IT?

LIKE HER SALMON CASSEROLE

DAD, DO
YoU STILL LOVE
MoM?Z

A\
—\‘,.

>

DRIVE DL PASD,

READY FOR THAT
PUMPKINV
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NS

<
ARNAS
NEN

GOOD MORNING. |M
GLADYOU FINALLY CHARGED

M CALLUNG
ABOUT THE GARAGE
PEOPLE...

YOUR LITTLE PHONE.

WELL, IT ISNT OVER, RIGHT Z YoU
CAN ALWAYS LOOK FOR ANOTHER SPACE,
CANTYOU? [ CAN HELPYOU...

THeY OFFERED
THEM DOUBLE THE .
DEPOSIT AND THAT _ THEY DIDNT.
WAS THAT. EVEN WANNA WAIT
FOROUR COONTER-
OFFER.

YoURe NoT
DISAPPOINTED
IN ME?

YOU ARE SO WONDERFUL,
RAY DOM(NGUEZ. THANK YOO SO
MUCH FOR ALL YOUR HELP.

WELL, | HAVE TO
G0 BUTWE SHOULD HAVE
LUNCH SOMETIME.

N
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JUST LOOK,
DUDEZ ITS BLUE,
DUDE/

NO, THE SUN¢
LOOK /BEFORE IT
(50ES ALAY...

A\)
] R,
) 5
! [l F\\ A Y
/A B (¢ ==
< l
A N
( 1)
\ A/ 74
1 DUNNO, COME YOURETHEONLY V HOWS MY 1wl e Nl
ON, OV GOTTA GET 0UT’ ONEWHO LISTENS, RAY/ SISTER DOIN, RAYZ | YOU GIVEME 4
OF THE STREET. MOVE THOSE OTHER FUCKS — CANYOUTELL HER A, CHANICE...
(T, Yo ARE GOI\' DOWN7 (M SORRYZ
FOCks/ I ’
S ! Al l
> WS N
Z> A
N 0/@ =
g = ///
/
- . —F L //
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NOTHING?
NOW SIT THe FUCK
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WADHERES WHERES MY, WHERES WHERES MY, \ A==
MY STICKZ STICK?Z WHERES MY BRIKK... 2 Brick? wHeres ) Al 1]
MY STICK? MY BRICK? /=
_[ / ®
) AL A
A [
&) A
_ /& F |
Q
: /[
A (7
N, ? ’
- ” )
/ T =
/ 1 A ';
== i N
} m\ - - »
' (A =
O'Y [
o N\ =\ ~ ‘
\ Y ®
5 . ‘.
=il
| —
\ <
2. A
<= 1)
S WHERED )/ I DUNO, I
HeGOZ )\ HERAN... chIL,eo
Y.

THE LOVE BUNGLERS | 259



R

)))o

(8 " &

260 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES



|

L

|
|
|

I

e

THE LOVE BUNGLERS | 261



T

DONT YoL
JUST HATE BLIND
DATES?

LOOK, IF YoU DONT
MIND, I HAVE TO BE SOMEPLACE
[N A HALFHOLR...

YEAH_ HI, MIKE. [
DONT GET OUT TH(S DAY
MOCH ANY (MORE.

262 | ANGELS AND MAGPIES



RAY SAIDYoU SOME CONTESTS, MINE

GUYS USED To HAVE MOVIE ) WERE AS OBSCURE AS “FRANKLY,
QUOTE CONTESTS. MY DEAR...” AND™T COULDA BEEN
A CONTENDER."

AREYOV KIDDINGZ NV WELL,
[ COULDNT TE(LYOU ABOUT THERES “ON
ERONT”

|

HESORE LOVED INO OFFENSE, BUTCAN YOU GUYS NO, JUST MY
HIS MOVIES. HE SAID WE STOPTALKING ABOUT RAY SORRY. MUSTA HAD SOME ONE UWRY TICKeT ©
~OL WOLLD.... AND e, PLEASE 2 l BLOW OO, PALOOKAVILLE.
N
¥ \1] I l ' :
» 2 <~
IV £
¥
x
s |
‘ l Alaﬁ" ‘ l
YoU KNOW HOW THAT ONE Nov GLYS I GAVE UP LEAVING
NIGHT [N THE GARDEN CHANGED HAVENT HIM MESSAGES TWO ST.
TAWKED..7 PATRICKS DAYS AGO.

TERRYS LIFE FOREVER? HOW HE
SHOULD HAVE SAID NO...2

¢ [/UEMA DO

q

YOUDONT How could [ Know YoU SHOLLD
KNOW WHAT HAPP&NED ANYTHING Z HE NEVER CALLHIS SISTER.
DoYoD RETURNED MY CALLS. HAVE Tfeﬁa (élUMBé&
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Lepberme T
RUERTA

Pop 180000

(TS GOOD
ToSee You, T0O,
BLAND(NA.

MAGGIE,
(00D TOSEE YOU
AGAIN.

o

LETME v JUST HoW ARE OH, YO KNOW). THE
SEE (FHES GIEMEA YOU FEELING, MRS. ) ( PAINS ALLAYS THERE BUT
AWAKE.  MINUTE. DOMINGUEZ? (M ALL RIGHT,

HE SAYS YOUR NAME " THE OTHERS . (MAFRAID HE WILL
SOMETIMES. THATS ONE OF THE  ARE THE,'F' WORD AND HE'S NOT RESPONDING ) (  IFHE SEES HER,
ONLY WORDS He SAYS. THE 5" (WORD. TODAY... BLANDINA.

1 DONT KNOW
LOHAT TO TELLYOU, YoU
DROVE SO FAR.
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MAGGIE,
Q)SENDO...

-,

,
o
s

<I NEED TO ASK Yo

MAGG(E. ABOLT THE TRANSMISSION

FORTHE BRONICO.7?

{ASK YAK.
1 HAUE O GET
GOING.y

{IT5 HARD T ASK HIM STUFE { THATS WHY ITS
ITS LIKE THE ONLY WORDS HE KNOWS ) BEST O ASK HIM YES OR
15 "SUVURE" OR “NOPE *..) NO QUESTIONS.>

READY
SWEETE?

TO GET GOING,
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HOPE IT THe ONLY PA(Y WAS 1 GUESS [ FORGOT TO WARN YoU ABOUT
WASNTTOO | MOMMYZ '\ HAVING To REFUSE DS BOTH DODGHNUT SIGNS. IF THERES ONE WORDTHIS | MOMMY/
PAINFUL. /] u;\?SAIIDNA’GO A SECOND DOUGHNUT, LITILE TRASH COMPACTOR CAN READ... &%K’SGT(}P
INSIDE! !

YOV WANNA
COMEe N FORA
MINVTE?

]

NO,T Y OH, AND HERE'S THE
GOTIA GET FINAL THOOSAND, SORRY
HoME., IT TOOK FOREVER.

MAG, 1 TOLD YoU
YoU DIDNT HAVE TO
PAY ME BACK...

SQUEAKED THEN WHY ARE BECAUSE [ DONT WANT SO? WHY DIDNT
BYOUR SECOND ...BARELY, OV GIVING ME THIS 22 YOU CALLING ME ATTHREE IN | YO GET ME ONE JUST
YEAR... oL NEED ITZ THE MORNING TO GET YoU A NOW WHEN Yov GUYS

STUPID DOUGHNUTZ

!

BECAUSE YOURE
ALREADY TOO FAT. NOT
SVELTE LIKE ME.

I SHOLLD
LETYOL GDYS
GOIN.

YU ALREADY ASKED
ME THAT, Yo SCATIER-
BRAINED PARENT.

SO, THE
GARAGE 1S GOING
GOOD?

|

[
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EVERYBODYS WAITED...2 PROFESORA....

Yo KNOW HOW LONG Ve 1 COULDNT HAVE
WAITED T SE€. THAT AGAINZ How  )( DONE (T WITHOUT Yoo,

YUP, OIL UNDERTHE
EINGERNALLS...

/" OK, WELL BEELZVBUB Y SURE YOV NO, I ITSOK, | HAR v T REALLY Y SEcYA
( HERE (S GONNA TEAR MY ARM DONT WANNA Y GOTIA GET MAG; SHE [SNT DEHAR HAVETOGET NEXTTIME,
CLEANOFF IF [ DONT... COMEN? HOME. HOME.  GOING, GUYS/

o §

Il
LT

~{
DAY .

T

WEAREVERY .
PROUD OF MAGGIE, ARENT
WE, SWEETIE?

7 LET OUR gy,

%a
T
4

OH, HES
A CINCH. SUCH
A MELLOW
KID...

THAT IS,
TILLT GOTHIM
HOME...

HI.

l
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MAKES YoU
WONDER WHAT HOME
LIFE IS LIKE.

HE DOESNT LIKE
WHEN SHE HANGS OUT
WITH NINA MAGGIE .
MOMMY ACTS WAY
00 SILLY.

SMELLS LIKE GReAT. [

TORTIUAS. HOW WAS REMEMBERED
YOUR DAYZ ANO%(gﬁJH (NG

Ykvow, N—" THEONE

HELP ~ THE GUY THAT
MEOUT BASHED (N MY
HERE... . HEAD..?

1 MUST DRIVE YOU BANAWVAS, -1
REMEMBER MOST THINIGS, EVEN DURING CALLEDOLD
THAT LONG RECUPERATION PERIOD BUT THERE AGE, BEN
ARE STILLTHOSE EMPTY POCKETS .-

B80T I See You
DIDNT REMEMBER
THE DISHES.
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THE COMPLETE LOVE AND ROCKETS LIBRARY

Jaime and Gilbert Hernandez celebrated 30 years of Love and Rockets in 2013. This towering and
beloved body of work remains a must-have for any discerning comics lover, and this comprehensive
trade paperback series is the place to start.

LOVE AND ROCKETS: THE COVERS THE LOVE AND ROCKETS COMPANION
$35.00 Hardcover $29.99 Paperback Original

A beautiful, oversized art book featuring over 120 iconic comic An indispensable guide and massive love
covers (front & back) from the first 3 decades of Love and letter to the award-winning, world-renowned
Rockets, collected for the first time in full color. series. Interviews, family trees, timelines,

unpublished art, bibliography, and more.
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LOVE AND ROCKETS: NEW STORIES #1-8

$12.99 each

Don’t miss the newest work from the Hernandez brothers, in
this annual series that has yet to be collected in 7he Love and
Rockets Library.



VOL. 1

MMAGGIE the MECHANIC

MAGGIE THE MECHANIC
$14.95 1 ISBN 978-1-56097-784-1
The ground zero stories of
spunky Maggie, her brash best
friend and sometimes lover
Hopey, and their friends.

VOL.5

PERLA LA LOCA

PERLA LA LOCA

$16.95 | ISBN 978-1-56097-883-1
Jaime drops a narrative
bomb on Hopey (and us)
in “Wigwam Bam”; Maggie
contends with her inner
demons and... marriage?

VOL.9

VOL. 2

HEARTBREAK SOUP

HEARTBREAK SOUP
$14.951 ISBN 978-1-56097-783-4
The first half of Gilbert’s
acclaimed magical-realist
tales of Palomar, the Central
American hamlet, and its

memorable inhabitants.

o\

BEYOND PALOMAR

$18.99 1 ISBN 978-1-56097-882-4
Collects two acclaimed graphic
novels: “Poison River” (Luba’s
life story) and “Love and
Rockets X” (an Altman-esque
story set in L.A.).

VOL. 10

: LUBA ond HER FAMILY

VOL. 3

»2: The GIRL from H.O.P.P.ER.S.

THE GIRL FROM H.0.PPER.S.
$14.95 | ISBN 978-1-56097-851-0
Centered on “The Death of
Speedy,” one of L&R’s peaks,
with wrestling action and the
love triangle of Maggie, Hopey,
and Ray Dominguez.

AMOR Y COHETES

$16.99 | ISBN 978-1-56097-926-5
All of the stand-alone, non-
“Locas” and non-“Palomar”
stories from the original Love
and Rockets series (1982—
1996).

VOL. 11

HUMAN DIASTROPHISM
$14.95 1 ISBN 978-1-56097-848-0
Palomars idyll is broken by a
serial killer, the modern world’s
intrusions, and a shocking

death.

VOL. 8

PENNY CENTURY

$18.99 | ISBN 978-1-60699-342-2
In “Whoa, Nellie!,” Maggie
settles in with her pro-wrestler
aunt for a while, then it’s back
to chills and spills with the
old gang.

VOL. 12

ESPERANZA

$18.99 | ISBN 978-1-60699-449-8
An older and wiser Maggie
faces down her demons, Hopey
becomes a teacher, and Ray
tussles with the volatile Vivian.

LUBA AND HER FAMILY
$18.99 | ISBN 978-1-60699-753-6
After leaving Palomar, Luba
and her clan move to America,
where they become more and
more intertwined with Luba’s
sisters (bodybuilder Petra and
therapist/film star Fritz) and
their families. Plus: Venus!

OFELIA

$19.99 | ISBN 978-1-60699-806-9
Luba’s family is settled
comfortably in California,

but when Ofelia threatens to
write a book about Luba, past
memories, secrets, resentments,
and pain resurface.

COMICS DEMENTIA

$19.99 | ISBN 978-1-60699-907-3
Collects unexpected treasures,
oddities, and rarities from
outposts of the Love and Rockers
galaxy. Many of these stories
haven’t been available since
their original appearance in
comic shops in the 1990s.



JAINME HERNANDEZ

Born in 1959, Jaime Hernandez enjoyed a pleasant childhood in
Oxnard, California, with four brothers and one sister. Their mother
had been an avid comic book fan as a girl, and she passed onto
them a love of Jack Kirby and Steve Ditko’s Marvel comics, Hank
Ketcham’s (and Al Wiseman’s) Dennis the Menace, and the Archie
comics line. A further strain of DNA was added when an older
brother smuggled R. Crumb’s Zap into the house.

As puberty and other interests invaded, Jaime’s enthusiasm for
mainstream comics waned. The Los Angeles punk rock scene
began to thrive, and this anarchistic and gritty aesthetic invaded
Jaime’s approach to writing and drawing. Mostly self-taught
(although he cites the significant impact a figure-drawing instruc-
tor had on his skills), Jaime assimilated these influences, and in his
hands the much-hyped and often misunderstood punk netherworld
became a very real, habitable place populated with human beings
rather than stereotypes.

Such were the humble beginnings of Love & Rockets, the interna-
tionally acclaimed series Jaime created with his brothers, Gilbert
and Mario, in 1981. Over thirty-five years later, Love & Rockets has
been translated into many languages, won numerous awards for
excellence, and is one of the defining post-underground comic
book titles of the last quarter century.

Jaime Hernandez resides in Los Angeles, California, with his wife
and daughter.



COLLECTS ONE OF THE GREATEST GRAPHIC NOVELS OF ALL TIME.

The sublime, the superpowered, and the senior citizen converge in this
collection. In The Love Bunglers—which may be Hernandez's greatest
masterpiece in his thirty-five-year career—the past and present collide
as Maggie and Ray’s middle-aged reunion is threatened by long-bur-
ied family secrets. Out of the past comes “Gold Diggers of 1969,” fea-
turing a charming, Peanuts-inspired Li’'l Maggie. In Hernandez’'s 2006
New York Times Funny Pages serial, Maggie pays a visit to Queen
Rena, who is living out her twilight days on an island after a lifetime as
a wrestler and an adventuress. In the lighter Ti-Girls segment, super-
heroics get a screwball spin when Angel of Tarzana and her sidekick, LOVE AND ROCKETS
Maggie, square off against Dark Penny Century. $19.99 ISBN 978-1-68396-090-4

97781683"960904" "51999

$isko | touty kY 2y 7y 2 A e

M \Fg! o ¥ Rtyg
v ,9 ,r? Duy
N < \\
T4llaE. ¥ ol R o} pp) S J
c ) ARLiR - B
i NP =
(/] B >
(7] '(Fﬁ) r
N 2
= B8
L DC DC L DC DC =
/S
\ - 15
MAD || MAD | NAb— /€ o -




	cover
	page 1
	back cover

