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GIVING BATHS FOR
A LIVING IN THOSE
DAYS, CHELO WAS
ALSO A MIDWIFE.
SHE CAN TELL
YoU STORIES.

IT WAS CHELO
WHO TALKED
VICENTE'S MOTHER
GABRIELA INTO
NOT DROWNING
HIM WHEN HE WAS
BUT A FEW
MINUTES INTO OUR
GREY WORLD.

JESUS ANGEL TOOK
TWO DAYS TO REMOVE
HIMSELF FROM HIS
WEARY MOTHER RITA.
WITNESSES OF THE
BIRTH AGREED IT _
LOOKED LIKE JESUS
MIGHT STAY INSIDE HIS
MOTHER FOREVER, BUT
THE MOMENT AFTER
CHELO SUGGESTED A
CAESAREAN SECTION,
OUT HE CAME AS IF HE
HAD HEARD HER AND
UNDERSTOOD THAT HE
WAS ALREADY MAKING
THINGS DIFFICULT
FOR EVERYBODY.
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AURORA AND ISRAEL WERE BORN TO ELISSA AND JUAN DIAZ WITHOUT INCIDENT.
FOUR YEARS LATER WHEN THE TWINS WERE PLAYING JACKS IN THE STREET, A TOTAL
ECLIPSE STRUCK; THE SUNSHINE RETURNED SOON ENOUGH AND EVERYTHING

SEEMED NORMAL, SAVE ONE THING: AURORA WAS GONE.

THE SEARCH FOR THE MISSING CHILD

LASTED TWO IMONTHS, BUT IT WAS OF

NO USE. VENGEFUL SPIRITS, INTERGALACT/C
KIDNAPPERS, DIVINE INTERVENTION, EVEN
OLD FASHIONED EARTHLY FOUL PLAY WAS
CONSIDERED AS THE SOURCE OF THE
MYSTERY.

YEARS LATER, A STRANGER
PASSING THROUGH PALOMAR
WOULD MENTION TO ISRAEL
THAT SHE HAD SEEN A G/RL
FIRE-EATER IN AUSTRIA
WHO LOOKED EXACTLY
LIKE HIM.
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SAKAHAFTE WA, KNOWN
AS SATCH TO HIS FRIENDS,
WAS BORN TO NENA AND
OLAF GARCIA. SATCH
ENTERED THE WORLD
WITH A RESONANT
SNEEZE.

LATER IN HIS LIFE THE
LAD BECAME A MASTER
SOMNAMBULIST: IN THE
DEAD OF NIGHT HE COULD
BE FOUND SIX STREETS
FROM HIS BED FAST
ASLEEP ATOP A FRESHLY
FILLED GRAVE OR UNDER
THE CHURCH STEPS AS
HE DREAMED OF SWIMMING
W/TH BALDHEADED
WOMEN.

CHELO WAS ONLY ALLOWED 7O ASSIST IN PIPO'S
BIRTH BECAUSE A PHYSICIAN WAS CALLED IN WHEN
PIPO'S MOTHER ELVIRA BROKE OUT IN A RAGING FEVER
DURING LABOR.

PIPO WAS BORN WITH FEW COMPLICATIONS,
BUT THEN THE DOCTOR ACCIDENTLY DROPPED
THE INFANT ON HER HEAD PROVOKING HER
DRUNKEN FATHER TO DRAG THE PHYS/CIAN
OUTSIDE WHERE HE WOULD BEAT HIM TO
DEATH WITH A LIVE OCELOT.

o83
S
oS
0% A SS
0% <o
I By S
eSS SIS,
JNNY N RN
%

[
[

PSS CIRISS
%SV

PIPO'S FATHER WAS THEN SENT TO JAIL WHERE HE
WAS KILLED IN A KNIFE FIGHT OVER OWNERSHIP OF A
C/GARETTE LIGHTER.

PIPO GREW UP TO BE A
LOVELY GIRL WITH NO
APPARENT SIGN OF DAMAGE.
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CHELOS ANCESTORS FOUNDED THIS TOWN

OF PALOMAR, SHE BE/NG THE LAST
THAT LINE.

CHELO'S FATHER EMIL WORKED IN
A MINE AND HER MOTHER IRMA
WAS A MIDWIFE.

OVERLY STUBBORN AS A GIRL,
CHELO WAS ONCE BEATEN SO
SEVERLY BY HER FATHER THAT
HE RENDERED HIS5 ONLY CHILD
INCAPABLE OF HAVING
CHILDREN.

ALTHOUGH EMIL WAS SORRY,
HE WAS NEVER ALLOWED NEAR
HIS DAUGHTER AGA/N.
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DESPERATE, EMIL TRIED TO
GET IRMA TO HAVE MORE
CHILDREN; SHE TOLD HIM TO
FIND SOMEBODY ELSE. HE
WISELY DID NOT ARGLE.

HIS ATTEMPTS 70 HAVE
CHILDREN WITH OTHER WOMAN
FROM THE TOWN FAILED.

NO WOMAN IN PALOMAR
WANTED A CHILD 8Y A

CHILD CRIPPLER.

EMIL BLAMED CHELO'S
STUBBORNNESS FOR ENDING
THE FAMILY LINE AND
THEREFORE ABANDONED HIS
FAMILY TO START A NEw ONE
SOMEWHERE IN THE UNITED
STATES. MONTHS LATER, IRMA
RECIEVED IN THE MAIL AN
ENVELOPE FROM PARIS TEXAS
CONTAINING ONLY TwWO GOLD
TEETH CAKED WITH DRIED BLOOD.
IRMA NEVER SHOWED CHELO.

IRMA REMARRIED TO A
GERMAN TRUCKDRIVER
NAMED HANS WHO WAS
VERY GOOD TO HIS NEW
WIFE AND DAUGHTER, YET
CHELO WAITED FOR HER
TRUE FATHER TO RETURN,
THE FATHER SHE FELT
SHE DESERVED.

WHEN HANS AND IRMA
FINALLY CONVINCED CHELO
EMIL WAS DEAD, CHELO
DEC/DED SHE WOULD BE

A MIDWIFE LIKE HER
MOTHER. CHELO FELT
SHE WAS GOING TO BRING
CHILDREN INTO THE
WORLD ONE WAY OR
ANOTHER.
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FOR CHELOS FIRST ASSIGNMENT JRMA TOOK HER
DAUGHTER TO A HOUSE WHERE TwO UNRELATED

WOMEN WERE ABOUT TO DELIVER. INSIDE, CHELO
WAS LED TO A ROOM WITH TwWO BEDS.

ON ONE BED LASHED TO THE POSTS WAS A
WOMAN NAMED DALIA WHO CURSED AND
HOWLED AND THRASHED AS IF POSSESSED
B8Y THE DEMON /TSELF. ON THE OTHER BED
A WOMAN NAMED LICHA SIMPLY SMIRKED
AT CHELO AS IF TRYING TO SUPRESS
LAUGHTER.

WHEN IT WAS ALL OVER CHELD'S
FEELINGS OF GUILT FOR ALLEGEDLY
CAUSING THE END OF THE FAMILY
LINE WANED. SHE WAS ALMOST
GLAD SHE COULD NEVER

BEAR CHILDREN.

MANUEL AND SOLEDAD
WERE BORN ALMOST
SIMULTANEOLUSLY. CHELO
WOULD SEE THE TwWO BOYS
GROW LUP TO BE THE BEST
OF BUDDIES.

AS KIDS THEY FOUGHT
MOST OF THE TIME, LICHA'S
SON SOLEDAD USUALLY
BEING THE VICTOR. DALIAS
SON MANUEL WOULD
BEGIN TO CRY, THEN
SOLEDAD WOULD FOLLOW
SUIT BECAUSE HI/S BEST
FRIEND WAS HURT.
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SOLEDAD LATER BECAME QUITE THE EDLCATED MANUE L PREFERRED TO CONCENTRATE ON THE
FELLOW. WHENEVER HIS NOSE WAS NOT BLURIED DELIGHTS OF THE DIVINE PASSION. AS YOUNG AS
IN A BOOK ABOUT SOCIALISM OR PHILOSOPHY, IT THIRTEEN YEARS OLD HE WAS IN AND OUT OF
SEEMED HE HAD A QUESTION OR AN ANSWER FOR LOVER'S BEDROOM.S.

EVERYTHING. HE WAS QUICKLY REGARDED AS SOME-
ONE TO AVO/D.

CHELO'S BURDEN | 9



WHAT INTERESTED
MANUEL IN A PARTICULAR
WONMAN CoUuLD NoOT BE
PREDICTED : ONE WOMAN
WOULD BE PRETTY,
ALTHOUGH 1T \WAS THE
WAY SHE CURSED AND
BELCHED THAT EXCITED
HIM; ANOTHER WOMAN
WOouLD BE HOMELY, YET
POSSESSING EARS THAT
INSPIRED HIS KNEES
7O TREMBLE ...

S50LEDAD'S ENCOUNTERS WITH WOMEN WERE
PITIFUL AS HE SEEMED TO HAVE A DIFFICULT
TIME EVEN SPEAKING TO THEM.

HE WOULD ROUTINELY SUFFER FROM BOUTS OF
DEPRESS|ON THAT COULD ONLY BE SHAKEN 8Y
MANUEL AND HIS UNRELENTING LUST FOR LIFE.

MANUEL WAS NOT AN ARTICULATE FELLOW, SOMETIMES
LITERALLY SPENDING HOLURS STRUGGLING TO DESCRIBE
SUCH THEORIES AS SOLVING THE WORLD HUNGER PROBLEM
BY CROSSBREEDING CATTLE WITH ELEPHANTS.

SOLEDAD WOULD SIT AND LISTEN
PATIENTLY TO EVERY WORD.

WHILE SOLEDAD WORKED
FOR HIS LIVING AS HARD
AS HE WORKED ON HIS
EDUCATION, MANUEL
RARELY PICKED UP A
SHOVEL OR HAMMERED
A NAIL. |T WAS SAID AN
EX-LOVER \WHO MOVED TO
THE UNITED STATES
PERIOD/CALLY SENT HIM
LARGE SUMS OF MONEY.
THIS DISGUSTED
SOLEDAD TO NO END
AND HE AND MANUEL
ARGUED OVER IT
CONSTANTLY.

A
//14, '0,
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THEN, SEEMINGLY OUT OF NOWHERE WAS THE SECRET AFFAIR
OF SOLEDAD AND PIPO. HE DEFLOWERED HER SEVEN DAYS
AFTER HER THIRTEENTH B/RTHDAY, BUT ONLY UNDER THE
CONDITION THAT HE BUY HER THAT PINK DRESS HER MOTHER
SAID WAS TOO EXPENSIVE.

THE AFFAIR DID NOT
LAST LONG AS PIPO
QUICKLY TIRED OF
SOLEDAD'S OPPRESSIVE
L1BIDO. SHE SOUGHT
REFUGE BEHIND HER
MOTHER'S SKIRTS.

SOLEDAD RESPECTED
PIPOS DEC/S/ON TO
PART WAYS AND
BACKED OFF, PERHAPS
INFLUENCED 8Y PIPOS
MOTHER AS WELL...

\
/ \_ FEW PEOPLE KNEW OF THAT AFFAIR. CHELO
\ WAS ONE WHO DID AND MANUEL WAS ONE WHO

DID NOT. CHELO COULD TELL YOU STORIES ...

/\/‘ | \

Y CHELO DELIVERED OVER A HUNDRED
CHILDREN IN THE SMALL TOWN OF
PALOMAR BEFORE SHE BECAME A
BANADORA FULL TIME, BUT THE BIRTHS

S— OF MANUEL AND SOLEDAD WoULD

ALWAYS REMAIN IN HER MIND AS —

VIVID AS THE TRAG/C END OF THE

BOYS' FRIENDSHIP ON EARTH.

\
&\\/ /\
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SOPA DE GRAN PENA

ALY

ZOMBA, NO...
DONT...0ON'T
DO THIS -

COPYRIGHTQO G ILBERT HernAnDEZ.~ /793

l

SOPA DE GRAN PENA (SOAP-UH DEH GRAWN PEN-LI) : HEARTBREAK SovP
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AH, ZOMBA -- /'LL

NEVER FORGET HER, YOU ARE QUITE

FOR SHE WAS TRULY POSSIBLY THE

THE QUEEN OF WOMEN-- GREATEST LOVER
SINCE CASANOVA
HIMSELF -2

1 ENVY YOU, TIP!

BEHOLD- ! BUT OF COURSE,
HE WHO HOLDS WE KNOW THE REAL
THE SECRETS OF STORY, DON'T WE?
THE UN/IVERSE TIPIN' TIPIN' 1S BUT
HIDDEN W/ITHIN A LIAR, A LOSER AND
HIS CHONERS? A [AMER ALL

SQUISHED /NTO ONE
SAD EXCUSE FOR A
MAN ... TSK TSK.

AH, A HARSH EVALUATION, 70 BE SURE. TRUE, MOST OF THE FOLKS /N THE SMALL
TOWN OF PALOMAR SHARED TH!S ORINION, BUT HOW ACCURATE A JUDGEMENT 77;'?77 EVENING AND THOSE
WAS /T2 AFTER ALL, THE ZOMBA INCIDENT WAS ONLY HIS E/GHTY-SEVENTH RE- FOLLOWED WERE NOTED

FOR THE STRANGE
ECTION FROM A WOMAN HE IWAS /N LOVE WITH. .. SOUNDS
% WAS / THAT EMITTED FROM TIPIN?

TIPIN'S HUMBLE OWELLING. ..

WELLS AS RACONTEUR OF THIS UNFOLDING MISSIVE,

THE FACT WAS, TIPIN' TIPIN' WAS INDEED
A GREAT LOVER, /T WAS JUST THAT
NOBODY EVER LOVED H/M BACK ...

AN OLD STORY, BUT
A PERENNIAL ONE ...

VFEEL IT IS 7Y DUTY 70 OFFER A LESS CRITICAL VIEW...

THERE HE GOES -
AGA/N. HOW COME You
THEY NEVER THROW KIDDING ?
SHOES AT HIM? YOoU OUGHT T™0O
SEE HIS

cowuecr/oN”
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7/‘/5 Y, CARMEN?
YOUR MOM JUST LEFT
IN A BLUE TRUCK WITH
SOME GUY / NEVER
SEEN BEFORE.

SHE'S GOING

LANDLORD IN
N\, 7THE NOSE, GATO.,
POOR CR£A7U/?E.<
DON'T FORGET H)s
EYES, AUGUSTIN

‘"'l||wll' |‘1’| HUH..! | HOPE HE'S
. MY LANDLORD , 7002
NONE OF OUR FAUCETS
HAVE WASHERS. IT
INTO SAN FIDEO DRIVES GRAMPA
70 PUNCH OUR ANUTS, AND HE
DRIVES US -~

OH...50 17’5 JUST you L]
AND AUGUSTIN' AND
LUCIA AND -

SHE'S GONNA
BE GONE FOR

A FORKNIGHT/|

- - WHATEVER
THAT

MEANS ...

YEAH... PIPO'S
GONNA DRIVE US
NUTS BOSSING EVERY-

HEREL /1L BODY AROUNOD.

SHow' You SEE, IT5 ALL
HOW 70 FRY IN THE

A BUs... WR/ST.

T

ﬂ

WELCOME
My

FRIENDS,
70 PALOMAR.
WHERE MEN
ARE MEN, AND
WOMEN NEED
A SENSE OF
HUMOR .

YOU SEEN TIPIN TIPIN®
AROUND LATELY 2 HE HASN'T
COME BY TO SEE ME IN A
WEEK, AT LEAST ...

MAYBE HE'S
LEARNED TO
BATHE HIMSELF
B8Y NOWw,
CHELO.

i

NG

il — "’”l,h
2 |l |

HM. CAN You /11-
AGINE /F DADDY wouLD
HAVE NAMED ME
‘Look OUT BELOW *?
"L

HME NOT THAT ONEZL HE'S

ONE OF MY BEST CUSTOMERS,
Y'KNOW. | CAN BATHE THAT
BoYy WITH ONE HAND TIED
BEHIND MY BACK ...

/LL

—

N\,

e —

N A  6°: :

SSSSSSST
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/ HAVEN'T SEEN
HIM FOR A WHILE,
COME TO THINK
OF IT...

T .=
NN

RN

NS RALLUUANRNNY
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NSANERNN
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/ HEARD HE IWAS KICKED
OUT OF HIS HOUSE THREE
DAYS AGO...

LSRN NSNS,

WELL, WHEN YOU DO SEE
HIM, SEND HIMOVER, HUH?

BET HE COULD USE ONE.

DELUXE
JOB TODAY,

N

i

2

AR SRR

NN

S

SSSSSSSRSNSS

SN
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S

S

NNAASS

NSNS

S5

N

N

N

2

/'M GONNA
SEE WHAT THE

SUNNNN

1
%é DEAL WiTH
1% WHERE YU TIPIN TIPIN
9% GOING, /S
| o

"

CARMEN ~ CAR” MEN | GATD - GAH' TOE | AVGUSTIN = AW GOOSE

-

EEN
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8UT...8UT YoU
SA/ID HE WAS

KICKED OUT...
YoU SA/ID...

M WELL, WHAT DO YOU
KNOW ? HE'S UNDER

THE HOUSEZ

SO /0/D,
SCARDY CA7/ S0,
MAYBE OTHER PEO-
PLE ALREADY MOVED
IN, AND KNOW WHERE

YEAH, HE'S ALONE.

HES E
EDUPTO T/NYBI/;‘.S AND | - NIARTIN LOCO STOLE AT -
DISNEYLAND- WHO'D BE

YOU HAVE 70 GO IN ALL

BY YOURSELE, AND - SEEN WITH HIM IN THAT?

TIPIN TIPIN ...

/N TROUBLE ?
WHAT, DID HE GET
STUCK ON THE
STOOL AGAIN ?

‘CAUSE /'M GOING
UNDER THERE TO SEE
IF HE'S HURT, DOPE!

Go!

OH, WE'LL NEVER GET
HIM OUT WITHOUT HELP--
AUGUSTIN®G GET SOMEBODLY
7O HELP. MAKE THAT
SEVERAL SOMEBODYS ...

AH, NOTHING
S0 DRAMATIC, 1M
SURE! HE PROBABLY
GOT LOST INHIS
CLOSET..-

NO! HE
JUST FORGOT
WHICH SHOE GOES
ON WHICH EAR?

ME?
WHY ME?
WHY NOT You,
CARMEN? YoU
GO GET ‘EM
YOURSELF!

YOU RE T0O
LITTLE, Toco!

-~ THAT'S

AUGUSTIN® COULD HAVE
GROSS !

STAYED TO LISTEN 7O THE

c'mon?

LETME Goo

DAMN..!

PMEN'S SCIENTIFIC ANAL- SEE- 7 WHOA ... p
Y5/S, BUT THE WRATHOF : 0 GODDAMN. .. AAAAAAHH -
AN OLDER SISTER IS // / : LOOK? Look?
SOMETHING A LITTLE BRO- ’// / 3 ' HERACLIO'S
THER LEARNS 70 DIVERT. .. |G /// o e GoT A

" ool W] . —-‘.~—I’—’ i | : BONER!

v

7 Y
.

HEY... SHE'S GOT

= STUPID SHIT?
YU GoT HAIR
THERE, TOO? WHY
SHOULDN'T SHE?

MARTIN'LOCO - AR TEEN' LOW COE[ TOCO - TOF ‘COE | HERACLIO - A/R AWK’ LEO
HEARTBREAK soup | 17



hH, THAT NASTY BOOK

ONES, VICENTES

/S STALEZ | KNOW WHERE
WE COULD GET BETTER

SHIT, HERACL/O, /|
COULD GO FOR THE

REAL THING, RIGHT
NOW, MAN ...

YEAH, AND
YOURE A LYING
SACK OF SHIT.
700, SATCH!

. THIS IS THE
)’Oplf/://j:’-/ CLOSEST
A . FUCK You,
v YOU'LL EVER
gesus, ) Cerro ire QUEER?
YOU W/SH

HEY ! DON'T GIVE THAT
TOHIMZ HES 700 LITTLE!
G/IVE )T HERE, TOCO--2

HERE, TOCO!

HE GAVET

HIS OWN
! THOUGHT
HIS LANDLORD

HE 'S UNDER KICKED HIM

THE WHAT ?

UNDER,
CLowN?

HE'S s1ck?!
... ORSOMETHING.
WE NEED YOUR
HELP TO GET HIM
OUT.

HES 700

< Jr

FORGET IT/

OON'T LAUGH,
70c0!/ YoU KNow
WHAT'S GONNA
HAPPEN !

YEAH, YEAH,

YOU RE GONNA
SHIT IN

YoUR PANTS !

~r
E\\g

YOURE GONNA BUST
YOUR BALLS LUGGING
THAT WHALEZ

HYAK-HYAK !

AND DON'T LET
IMOM CATCH YoU
WITH THAT,
EITHERS

HEY, AH, VICENTE.
WHO 15 THIS TIPIN®
TIPIN ‘GUY, ANYWAY?

OH YEAH,
/ ALWAYS FORGET
YOU'RE ST)LL NEW
AROUND HERE . ..
OH, HES JUST THIS
LITTLE FUNNY GUY
NOBODY TAKES TOO
SERIOUSLY. HES
ALWAYS GOoD FOR
A LAUGH.

PIPO...ALONE IN THAT EMPTY
HOUSE ... DAMN, /F ] ONLY HAD
THE BALLS ... BUTSHES 700
FINE... WAY TOO FINE... FANT-

O T 8 LTI

‘FOURTEEN YEARS OLD AND ALL WOMAN. {
EVER SINCE SHE WAS LITTLE |KNEW SHE I
WAS THE ONLY GIRL FOR ME. SO FINE ... ||

o

il

|

|

VICENTE - VEE ZENTEH [JESUS'~ HEH S500s '/ /SRAEL - FES RYE EL
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YEAH, THAT'S
OLD LARD-LIPS,
ALL RIGHT?

FATTER NOWY! |
DON'T KNOW
ABOUT THIS.. />

l J HEY? s Even :\ A im

) CARMENZLET
PTE IV SO | CAN
HELP PUSH

SHIT, ITS EASY. THAT QUEER

MANUEL DOES IT ALL THE TIME.
VUST GO UP TO HER, FOOL ...
JUST GO UPTO HER ...

WHAT S THE
DEAL,
CARMEN DE LA
CHARMIN ?

PADRE PACO - PAW’ DRAY PAW KO | BRUJA (WITEH ) BREW' HAH

YEAH, RIGHT, GO
UP 7O HER AND SAY
WHAT ? “HEY, pIPO,
WANNA FEEL MY PITO?”
.SHIT, YES.

MOAN -~

HEY, CARIMEN!?
COZY /N THERE?

NOW ?

HE BEEN
DRINKING ?
YECH--

OK, EINSTEIN, WHAT

A BRUJA'S ARMPIT--Z

HE SMELLS LIKE

NO, QUERIDA, | CAN'T
BE BOTHERED RIGHT NOW. WHY
/'VE GOT A BUNCH OF COAL DON'T YoU

PMINERS ON THEIR WAY JUST TAKE
AND I'M GONNA NEED HIM TO THE
ALL THE ROOM 1 GOT- CHURCH?

/ CANT! PADRE
FACO'S STILL PISSED
OFF AT HIM FOR
FARTING [N THE
CONFESSIONAL!

THAT WAS SEVEN YEARS
AGO...THAT PADRE
PACO. OH, TAKE HIM-
TAKE H/M TO YOUR
HOUSE, / DON'T KNOW..

JUST... JUST
TAKE HIM TO
MY HOUSE.

OK...ONE, TWO,
THREE, HLIPPP--! )
OOF -7

JUST 60 UP O HER-

ST GOUP D HeR..
. 5087 WHe..

Justeo UP To KeR--

|

HEARTBREAK soup | 19



CARMEN, YOU'VE
REALLY FLIPPED Now!
HE CAN'T STAY HERE?
MAMA'D --

- : WHAT ARE YOU DOING
LE
”,\cl:fggro - © . WITH ~--THAT?

HE'S GONNA
STAY WITH US
FOR A WHILE,
P/PO,
THATS ALL.

PIPO, HE
CAN'T TAKE
CARE OF
HIMSELF,

CAN'T
You
SEE?

NOBODY
ELSE WANTS
HIM...

MA-MA-MANUEL ! . . .UH,
NO. .. HE-HE'S JUST SICK
A LITTLE. CARMEN'S
GONNA HELP ME CARE
FOR H/M 'TILL HE'S
BETTER ... HEH. ./

OPENING A
BOARDING
HOUSE, PIPO?

35/GH ... HE DOESN'T LOOK SO
GOOD, DOES HE? OMHH...TSK.
OK, CARMEN. OK. BUT THIS IS

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY. HE'S ALL
YOURS AND YOURS ONLY. ~-AND
HE GOES WHEN HE CAN STAND ¥

FA/R
ENOUGH-

YEAH, WELL, FUCK
YoU, MANUEL ...

WELL, /IF YOURE GONNA HOUSE
EVERYBODY THAT GETS A L/TTLE TOO
DRUNK, / GUESS 1'D BETTER HEAD
FOR 7HE BAR AND GET STARTED, EH?

CARMEN --
MANUEL ... HE -HE
CAN SPEAK --HE -

—~

GATOZ C MoN/|

HEH... SPOKE TOME - - OH, ¢

WELL, YOU GOD... THERES A
FIGHT

INS/IDE THE

KNYOW... HEH...

! HEARD HE CAN
-BYF. COUNT UPTO SIX
&8 ALL BY HIMSELF, TOO-
1| onur--DHUT ---

MANVEL - MON WELL’

20 | HEARTBREAK SOUP
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AUGUSTIN, YR ;
WHAT'S V24 '
WRONG 2/ CARNMEN!L! SHE WON'T
LETMESLEEP WITH HER &
AND LUCIA! SHE SPECTS )T
NE TOSLEEL WITH - o=
Wit --HIMZ _off avsusTin
Y MovEs AROUND
700 MUCH. |
FIGURE TIPIN'
TIPIN” WOULDN'T
NOTICE...

/ \1 //I

WITH ME, AUGUSTIN

OK,OK. YOU'LL SLEEP

LOUDER'N
Youz?z THAT'S

AH, PALOMAR . HERACLIO HAD BEEN

HE NEVER COUNTED ON ANYTHING
70 CONFUSE 7HAT SENSE OF
SECURITY...

LIKE THE TIME HE CAME UPON THE OLDER GUYS :

LIVING THERE FOR ONLY THREE MONTHS | | ARTURO, SOLEDAD, MANUEL AND GUERO HANGING OUT...
BUT THE TOWN FITHIM LIKE A PAIR OF
FAYORITE TROUSERS ...

HERACLIO THOUGHT MANUEL WAS THE COOLEST BECAUSE
MANUEL NEVER TREATED H/IM LIKE AKID -..

HOY,
HERCULES!

HEY, UH, HOW COME THAT

GUY PINTOR SITS ALONE THERE?
DOESN'T HE LIKE YOU GUXS OR
SOMETHING

OH...
HES GONE.

I
l

' _
m'vl“‘ .
il i‘}ﬁmn)’%m”;

/gs PINTOR.
e NG
HE WON'T ALY
’u”ymnmlumummmlll lf”U”lHﬁHilildllHﬂl{{

PrTIND. [

==

WHERE'S Your| [T ===

OH, ALMOST EVERYONES
AT ScHooL , | GUESS.

1/ OON'T START HIGH SCHOOL
‘TILL NEXT SEMESTER.

HEY, WELL,
/ ENVY YoU,
BUDDY. LOoT'S
OF REAL
BEAUTIES
IN HIGH
SCHOOL ...

OH, WELL, PINTOR USED

70 SIT ON THAT BENCH EVERY
AFTERNOON ‘BOUT THIS TIME
BEFORE HIS ACCIDENT...

/M GONNA
SEE YOU GUYS

LATER,
HUH Z

M P

LATER,
MANNY.

%-.mllhulnlhlfm H T

e
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HE AND HIS DAD
WERE FIXING AFLAT ON

THAT OLD TRUCK - -’ KNOW,
THE ONE IN THE DITCH NEXT

(" HE HAD AN
ACCIDENT?2
WELL...
WELL, WHAT
HAPPENED?

CLEAN OYER ON TOP OF

TOCHELO'S? WELL, IT 7/PPED

OW... WAS HE
HURT BAD?

PFBAD? HUH..X
TOOK THE MEN AN
HOUR TO GET IT OFF
HIM. HE WAS 50 MAD
THEY HAD TO 7/E HIM
70 THE STRETCHER

HEY, ONEOF
You GUYS
COME READ
THIS FOR
MES

WHAT 15 [T? OH,
CHELO'S GOTUPFLYERS
FOR HER BUSINESS NOW.
. ..OH, WAIT! THIS ISN'T FOR
CHELO'S. IT'S FOR ANOTHER
BANADORA . "GET ScRUBBED
W/TH LOVE' ... HEH., |
LIKE THAT...

WHOA! cz7 4 1040 oF THOsE
' PRICES? THIS NEW GIRL'S

W w~urs? s bonv'T kwow How
SHE EXPECTS 70 STAY IN BUS/ -
NESS WITH THESE RATES .. 0

/

'SCRUBBED WITH
LOVE'...HEH . ..

SEE YoU GUYS
LATER, HUH?

CARMEN, THIS GUYS
GONNA HAVE TO HAVE A
BATH SOONER OR LATER.

LONG ! CAN TAKE
/T ANYIMORE ...

HEY,
HERACL/O. YOU ~-AND NEITHER
THIRSTY? AM 12

WELL, CHELO

DOESN'T MAKE
HOUSE CALLS, P/PO,
SO THAT MEANS - ‘|

L]

DON'T KNOW HOow

o

FORGET /T,
CARMENZ YOU RE
NOT TOUCHING HIM..!

7SK... ONLY LOVE CAN MAKE
YOU GET THAT DRUNK ...

HM. LAST TIME
SHE TALKED LIKE
THAT WAS WHEN

SHE WAS ALL GAGA
OVER THAT GORDITO
SOLEDAD MARQUEZ.

DooR’AH ) BATH GIVER

NADORA ( BINE YA
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/ NEVER SAID | LIKED SOLEDAD!
/NEVER DID! WELL ... HE WAS NICE
TO ME. HE CAVE ME STUFF. GAVE
YOU STUFE 700, Y'ANOW. ..

YEAH, WELL, MOM
GOT RID OF HiIM,
ALLRIGHT, I'M GLAD
HE DOESN'T COME
AROUND ANY MORE.
MANUELS A LOT CUTER.

TCH, HE'S HER
BEST CUSTOMER,

/ HEARD
HES SLEPT
FOR EIGHT

YMMMM... DON'T 1
KNOW /TS IF HE ASKED
ME 70 MARRY HIM, /'D
DROP EVERYTHING INA
SECOND FLAT?

AS LONG
AS YOU DON'T
DOROP YOUR
CHONERS




GATO'S FLIPPING
ouTr AGAIN!

>

WAIT, LISTEN.

- 7o. N FuckiNG OLO DRUNKY |

TSK. HE GETS
SEE HOW HE IS AUVAYS

MAD JUST LIKE A

/ 7OLD THOSE
GUYS IFTHEY

WANTED SOME BEER
70 MEET ME S g T 7.V. WRESTLER. FUCKING AROUND LIKE
HERE. NOW /TS el
GONNA GET AGAN..”

WARIM S

SHIT, BY THAT
TIME THEY GOT
WRINKLES ON
THEIR TEETH!

V 4 AAH... HE PULLED HIS GUN ON
MEAGAIN... MAN, | SWEAR, ONE
OF THESE DAYS, /M GONNA --
/ SWEAR, /M GONNA--

AAAH, WOMEN
AREN'T WOMEN
‘TILL THEY ‘RE

THIRT Y.

You KNow
WHO'S FINE?
THAT NEW

BANADORA-

MMM ..

YEAH, THERE S A
COUPLE OF CHICKS
IN SCHOOL THAT ARE
PRETTY FINE .

HEY,
MAN, FORGET
17 HEY, C MON.
WE STOLE
SOME

BEER .

AAARH,
1'VE SEEN
HER. SHE'S
ASKAG S

Wpw |

YOU'VE CHECKED HER

OUT. JEsUS? OH, WELL, SHE'S ONLY GOT THE

FUCKING BIGGEST TETAS /N
THE WORLD; THAT'S WHY HE
LIKES HERY SHE'S NYEH!

YEAH, SHE'S
REAL FINE.
DON'T LISTEN
7O THIS

PHENOMENON, EH? 70 DO THAN PLAY

PEEPING TOM !

You'iL NEVER

QUEER. o FNDS g ]
DING DING 6
DING ALING=- Q\
CoCK AS &
86 ASMINE —

WA/T-- WA/T--1 Z DISNEYLAND'S
CANSPELL MY WHOLE WAY BETTERN ANY i
INAME, WATCH? 3 GIGGLE § oLD GIRL, | BET... A&

X Dot |\
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LEAVE HIM
ALONE, GATO!
EVERYBODY
KNOWS You

WIHAT-2 WHAT ARE You )
OH...50 TALKING ABOUT?/
GATO'S 700 WHO THE HEWL"

YOU'RE NOT GO/NG
NOWHERE , 70O/

=
GATO'S
BEEN

OOL F«
s, wow 7L BREAK ¢ WANNA GET
R IN PIPO’S
YouU PANTIES ... N4 ACTING
....... ..u|]||| LIKE A
P REAL
DOG BUTT

LATELY--

AH, HE THINKS PIPO’S
GONNA FALL IN HIS LAP BY
JUST BEATING HIS MEAT --

--LIKE A
006 8UTT-!

SEE SHIT HEAD?
SEE? /1 TOLD YOU,
DUMBSHIT--

Cc'MoN/! LETS ~{
GO CHECK oUT GO HOIE,

SHUT UP, TOCO!
STOP LAUGHING *
YOU'RE GONNA START
COUGHING AND
7'M NOT GONNA TAKE
YOU HOMEZ

THAT CHICKEE! 70CO.
KEEZ S AnD sTOP

LAUGHING !

covGy
cod)sﬁ"

- -~

-

td

Vo SHIT, | HATEIT]
WHEN HIS LITTLE

\  BROTHER'S

. AROUND...

FUCK-/NG
SHIT... GIVE GET ON
IE A HAND,

GUYS ... .

AIN'T
GONNA STOR

ONE DAY !
B
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NOW, GET THE

_ — — / SUPPOSE YOU'VE / HEARD ABOUT
/iﬂcLﬁg?(/ZE 55;?? = = HEARD ABOUT THE HER P/'Q/CES.’ SHE
— — = NVEW G/RL ACROSS WON'T LAST HERE
AM-FUCK OFF ——— —
BuBBE EYESY 'y j—
GOING TO DISNEY.-
LAND. YOULL see?
BUBBLEEYES/

--guBBLEEYes S

-
N

\\\\\\‘ ../vo... 1 JUST ‘.'”l//

GOT ONE...UH...SEE
YOU AROUND,CHELO. .-

!/ DON'T KNOW . ..
SHE'S ALREADY GOT
A LINE AROUND HER
VAN, | HEAR.

e
SANIHRTIRRN

s S i N AN sy

SETTRRURNIRY

SRR

AN

SHE WORKS FROM ouT
OF A VAN ? SHE MUST BE FROM
UP NORTH. WELL, | WON'T HAVE 70
WORRY ABOUT THAT ONE FOR VERY
LONG. YoU COME FOR A SHAMPOO
7ODAY, GUY?

—~——

AH, CAN IT BE THAT SOMEONE HAS
F THROWN SAND INTO THE WORKS ..?

1 dQue 1 HADADO
ESA, MUJER?

=
=

:

=

e
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YoU AND YOUR
SISTER AT IT
AGA/N, HUH?

NO! AND I'VE 7 HAD A TIA LIKE CARMEN ONCE...
ABoUT HAD 17 W/Th’i———\ TIA TRINCHIS, ALWAYS STICKING HER
THAT S5L08. NOSE IN OTHER PEOPLES BUSINESS,

THAT CARMEN? FIRST
I WAL ST Sick BIND, ALWAYS TRYING TO HELP OUT...

THEN SHE BROUGHT HOME
A GOAT WITH A HEADACHE,
THEN THE BLIND OX --

SAD THING ABOUT
HER,THOUGH ... WHEN
SHE DIED, SHE DIED
ALL ALONE ...

AH, MY
TIA TRINCHIS .Y

TIPIN TIPIN®
OF ALL THINGS!
WHAT'S NEXT?

NOTHING ...

WERE JUST

PLAY/N(lsjf . A IMARTIAN NOW YOU RE
YOU KNOw, WITH GAS 2 PMAKING ME FEEL
S/STERS. .. LIKE A POTATO-

HEHy WHEE -00f

TRUE, MANUEL WAS KNOWN AS A
NOTORIOUS FLIRT, (NOT MANY WERE
AWARE OF HIS ACTUAL CARNAL ES-
CAPADES), BUT THIS WAS POSS/BLY
THE FIRST TINE HIS THOUGHTS LIN-
GERED ONPIPO'S BLOSSOMING
LOVLIINESS ...

/ O/DN'T MEAN 7O ... | JUST HOPE THAT
/F SOMEDAY /M EVER AS DOWN ON
MY LUCK AS OLD TIPIS RIGHT NOW,
THEY LL BE SOMEBODY LIKE TIA
TRINCHIS OR CARMEN AROUND
7O HELP ME TO MY FEET AGAIN ...

HEY, PIPOL CARMEN'S
FLUSHING YOUR FPANTIES
DOWN THE TOUET?

iy

‘G'BYE, MANUEL !
D-DON'T BEA
STRANGER ...

i

| - — =<

I WowN'T; P/PO.
WELL GET TOGETHER
SOMET/IME AND
TALK, EH?

OH, WELL, I'M
SURE GLAD YOU RE
/N SUCH A REASONING
MOOD TODAY, GATO.

7 WHAT'S THE
MATTER W/ITH

FUCK YoU, QUEER !
YOU THINK YOURE
HOT SHIT, DON'T
YOU? WELL, YOU
A/N'T SHIT TO
ME, QUEER. ..

WY

SRR

R

ARANNRTRINN

RN

DON'T GET SMART
WITH ME, QUEER. YOU'RE
JUST A FUCKING BUM.
SBURP : AIN'T GOT NO JOB,
NO HOME OF YOUR OWN ...
THINK YOURE A LOVER,EH ?
SHIT, YOURE JUST A SLUT--

714 (AUNT) TRINCHIS (TEAUH TREEN ~CHEESE)
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YOU'RE BLOWING IT,
GATO . GO HOME . ..

AAAH, YOU'RE

SCARED, LIKE THE
LITTLE DICKED QUEER
THAT YoU ARE? YouU
THINK PIPO WANTS
A PILE OF SHIT IN

SIXTY DOLLAR

YOU STARTING
THING S AGA/N,

TS
THOSE
SsHORTS?

HE PULLED A
HAND GRENADE ON
MANUELZ TSK-.-

CAN'T GET /N THERE
UNLESS WERE
cusrormers’

AAAH, THIS /S BULL-
SHITZ /M GOING HOME! MY BIG
SISTER GOT SOME OLD RECORD S
IN SAN FIDEO YESTERDAY ...
AND SHES NOT HOME.

GOT7TA SPLIT BE-
FORE MY DAD GETS

YoU
COMING, )
HERACLIO? NAW...
MY HOUSE
/S PRETTY
CLOSE. I'M
JUST GONNA
GO HOME . ..
SEE YOU
GUYS.
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MADE ME SICK ... |
CAN'T GO HOME =
LIKE THIS ...

V LEY.. YOU DON'T
LOOK SO GOOD. YOU
SICK OR SOMETHING?

[ MoK 1yus"..
DRANK 00 MUCH...

HOLD ON, BOY ...
IT'S /N HERE
SOME WHERE...

OOOH. .. THAT BEER oo
SORRY \——
=\ oY [
ALLCLOSED
UP! COME BACK

MORNING ¢

IN THE

CMON INSIDE.

/ GOT JUST THE
THING FOR THAT--

SIT DOWN --

‘‘‘‘‘‘
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HERE ... TAKE A DEEP
BREATH OF THIS
AND HOLD IT X

CPMON, YOU RE
ABIG BOY...

DY  vean youil po. s NeEED
YoU 70 HAND OUT FLYERS
FOR ME. MONEY'S GOOD.

[

OFELIA, /5 MARICELAS
MED/CINE STILL IN
THE ToOL DRAWER?

il

i

OHHH. .. WHOA -..
THAT WAS ... HEY ...
/ FEEL BETTER

V' WHEN YOU'RE
THRU WITH THOSE
THERE'S PLENTY ]

ALREADY...

I!H

BETTER
TAKE ANOTHER
HIT, JUST IN

CASE ...




WHAT D/ID / SAY ABOUT

BECOMING INVOLVED

W/TH THE LOCALS, LUBA?

/ WOULDN'T
WORRY ABOUT /T,
OFELIA ... WERE
ALLRIGHT HERE. {
| <
L4

NOoW,
af MARICELA,
ok s e
FOR OUR
BATH.

||lll!||l

THE NEXT MORNING, A BEAUTIFUL SATURDAY
MORNING, AS RECALLED...

...YEAH, I'M GONNA
PASS THESE OUT AFTER
CHURCH, IN FRONT OF

LA LIS BAR, MAYBE
EVEN OUT OF TOWN.

OH, YEAH,
CHELO'S GONNA
REALLY LOVE You,
HERACLIO. YOU DON'T
ANOW HER, BUT --

3

]I
b
w ’
>

))

|

THAT'S TOCO'S
DAD /N THE
PMIDDLE, HUH?

e D/D YOU HEAR?
70CO DIED LAST
NIGHT? LAUGHED

HIMSELF TO DEATH!

~-THEN SHE SET7 A BOWL OF SOUP DOWN IN FRONT OF IME.
SHE SAID IT WAS CALLED HEARTBREAK SOUR, MADE WITH A
SPECIAL RECIPE, AND THAT ONLY PEOPLE LIKE ME AND HER
COULD EATIT. ME, 'CAUSE SHE SAID 1'D NEVER FIND A G/R L
WHO WOULD WANT ME, AND HER, 'CAUSE SHE LOST
FIVE HUSBANDS 70 LIQUOR AND WOMEN - .-

|

l maméf%w

—

SHIT, | COULDN'T GO AND TELL HER
1/ HAD BEEN BONING HER DAUGHTER

LITA FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS, S5O 1
ATE |T ANYIWAY...] WONDER WHAT-
EVER HAPPENED TO LITA ..2
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= YOU KNOw

WHAT IT WAS
7OCO WAS

LAUGHING AT?

OF COURSE, IT WAS SOMETHING
ONLY TOCO COULD FIND HUMOR
IN, BUT THE GUYS HAD A GOOD
LAUGH ALLTHE SAME...THEY
WOULD HAVE A HARD TIME NOT
GIGGLING AT THE WAKE ...

WELL,
CARMEN
FINALLY GOT
HIM TOEAT, BUT

STARING AT
THE FLOOR.

i "

THE FUNERAL WAS SMALL AND TYPICAL
(ONLY TWO FIGHTS BROKE OUT). WITHIN
THE NEXT FEW DAYS THINGS WERE BACK TO
BUSINESS AGAIN ---

HE JUST SITS THERE

=R

W)

/ KNOW...
/TS LIKE LIVING
WITH A
ZOMBIE.

m

NO WAY?Z HIS
MOUTH ISN'T ALL
SEWED UP, OR. ..

AUGUSTIN™--
/...OH,UH, HERE?
GO GET AN /ICE-

CREAM, OK? .

 MANUEL ... YOUR
FACEZ WAS IT THAT
STUPID GAT7O..?!

HEY, HEY, HOLD ON. ..
NO, ME AND SOME OF
THE GUYS HADTO GET
7OCO'S DAD OUT OF
LAL/S BAR...

...HE GOT A
LITTLE TOUGH,
BUT THATS ALL .
HE'S ALLRIGHT,
NOW.

705 ) 3 m
PIPO... COME m "
W/ITH ME...

(I

OH, POOR MAN ...
SEEMS LIKE EVERY-
BODY NEEDS BABY-

S)TTING N THIS TOWN
THESE DAYs ...

i

WANT 7O
... TALK TO
YoU. ALONE.
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SAKAHAFTEWA!
WHERE THE HELL
ARE YoU?

N
i

et e

YOUR MOM'S
CALLING YOU,
SATCH.

/GNORE
HER,

HERACLIO.

7/ ALWAYS
DO.




WHAT IF SHE'S GOT NINE HUH..!
HUNDRED BUCKS FOR YOU
70 SPEND ON ANY THING

YOU WANTED?

I '”l\}” !

PALOMA

THAT ANYBODY HAS THAT
MUCH MONEY IN ALL OF

TRUTH. ..

1/ DON'T THINK

1 E GUILT HIGHBALLED
HERACLIO LICKETY SPLIT. -

JNEXORAB
THROUGH

R, TO TELL THE

EXCEPT

FOR MAYBE
YOUR

FAMILY ...

UH, Y'KNOW..? |'M TIRED
OF THIS JOB ALREADY ... )'M
GONNA TELL MY BOSS 70 GET
SONMERODY ELSE...

You MuUST
BE T/IRED OF
LIVING , MAN!
TAKE THAT

FLYER OFF,
QuIck?

WHY? ITS THE LAST
ONE AND 111 HUNGRYZ
! HAVEN'T
EATEN ALL--"F

OLUGHY -

OF THOSE ANY WHERE NEAR MY

/ CATCH YOU PUTTING UP ONE
BUILDING AGA/N, I'lL RAM IT

DOWN YOUR FUCKING THROAT,
GODDAMN PENCIL-NECK GEEK--Y|

Rl

OHHHH ...I'M
SEEING STARS -~
DID KE SHooT
ME..?

YOU RE LUCKY HE DIDN'TZ
DION'T YoU HEAR ? HE'S PISSED
OFF AT YOUR BOSS 'CAUSE SHE
REFUSES TO GIVE HIM A
FREE BATH!

/ WOULDN'T
EITHER . SHER/IFF
OR NO SHERIFF,
HES FUCKED!

GUY /EVER SAW

SHIT, YOU SHOULD SEE
HIM GET MAD! THE ONLY

UP TO HIM WAS THIS GUY
CALLED PINTOR! THAT
PINTOR HAD BALLS,
LET ME TELL YOU!,

STAND
BY HIMSELF...

SAW PINTOR,

PINTOR ..? WHERE 'VE
/ HEARD..? OH, YEAH...
LAST WEEK OR SO...
SAW HIM SITTING

REALLY?
HE STOOD UP
7O THAT NAZ/
ASSHOLE 2

UH...UH, YEAH. LAST
WEEK, MAAM ...

THE OLD WOMAN
CROSSED HERSELF
AND WHISPERED

A BRIEF PRAYER . ..

DID HE LOOK

UH, /-1
ALL RIGHT..?

GUESS. HE
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AH, PINTOR WASN'T SUCH A GOOD
BOY ALL THE TIME, BUT HE HAD THE
THE IMANNERS OF A BUTLER. ..

YoU DON'T..?
WELL...JLL
SHOW YOu.

WOW...YOU REALLY SAW
HIM. HE ONLY LETS HIS OLD
GANG, MANUEL AND THOSE

GUYS, SEE HIM.

/LL TELL HIS

MOTHER YOU SAW
HIM AND HE | OOKED
FINE ... 28IGH? -~
CWHISPER WHISPER)

HEY,
WHATS
THE B/G
g DEAL?
- WHATS WITH
THAT GUY
ANYWAY 2

C'MON, THE SHERIFF
GETS MAD WHEN WE
HANG OUT HERE...

HERACLIO THEN BEGAN TO ATTEMPT TO DEAL W/TH
THOSE THEN RECENT EVENTS OF UNCERTAINTY THAT
OBVIOUSLY CHANGED HI5 VIEWS ON LIFE ( AND DEATH)

IN PALOMAR ( AND INOUR WORLD) ...
W

Wi

MANUEL ... 1-/"VE BEEN
IMEANING TO ASK YOU...
WHERE DO YouU' LIVE
ANYWAY..?

UH, WELL ... | USED 7O LIVE IN THAT
ROOM BEHIND LALI'S BAR, BUT NOW /
JUST USUALLY STAY W/TH FRIENDS .
HOPEFULLY, I'MGOING TO GET T/PIN’
TIPIN'S OLD PLACE, /F | CAN GET
A JOB SOON ENOUGH.... £

N

e
5
)
)

g

vl
A

PIPO WAS NO LONGER LISTENING, OF
COURSE. SHE WAS MUCH TOO ENTHRALLED!
WITH MANUEL'S PHYSICAL CHARIMS TO

REALIZE THAT HE WAS MAKING AN EFFORT)
70 CONCEAL THEIR PRESENCE
TOGETHER . .. 20
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MANUEL, ] CAN'T

MANUEL ... THIS /S
GO /N HERE ... [ -~

SOLEDAD MARQUEZ'S
PLACE ... WHAT..?

7 wen, TYPICAL _',,,.i“!!!llllllllllllm

BOYS ROOM...SMELLS

/M 7AKING CARE OF
/T WHILE HE'S IN THE
STATES. /TS OK...
NOW, WHAT THE HELL,
/5.2 OH, OK. AH..?

/M, UH, FROM ACROSS TOWN, AND
/ WAS WONDERING IF |'COULD BORROW
SOME SHAMPOO? THEY RAN OUT AT
THE STORE AND | WAS TOLD THAT
YOU USED THE SAME BRAND
AS ME, SO...

OH, BUT THESE ARE
THE WRONG TOWELS.
YOU MUST GET SOME

BALBOA SKINS, REALLY.
THEY'RE PERFECT FOR
THIS CLIMATE...

--YOU'VE GOT A BILETDOUX’
BRUSH ? /' VE BEEN LOOKING
FOR ONE OF THESE FOREVER?

> \im

TelA v A (g
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T,

YOU'VE GOT A PRETTY OK, 5O I'LL RETURN WITH 7’ WHO - THE -HELL Pt
| NICE SET UP HERE . IT'S A NEW BOTTLE OF SHAMPOO / -7 WAS -7THAT 2 -
ROOMY. MY VAN BE- AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. /
COMES A BOILER AFTER /'VE GOT 70 RUN NOW.

GET BACK /N

JUST ONE CLIENT! THIS THANKS AGAIN ...
PLACE IS COOL... i

THAT TUB BEFORE
/ THROW You

I /// Zree )
\

= O 1 <& il

I
gt

h

3
e —
\

UH-HUH. |

FOY... /F P/IPO
KNEW IT.

WERE HERE SHE
COULD SWEETTALK
MANUVEL AND HIS
LAZY BUDDIES TO HELFP.
BUT SHE'S NOT
AROUND EITHER ...

HOW WE GOING .
70 GET H/ M OUT M}w‘f"
THIS TIME? | SAW

VICENTE AND THOSE
GUYS LEAVE FOR
THE BEACH THIS
MORNING £

YUP? HE'S GONE,
ALLR/GHT. | LOOKED
EVERYWHERE ?

WELL, THERE'S
ONLY ONE PLACE
70 LOOK FOR THAT
GUY. S/GH...

WE COULD FLOOD
HIM OUT LIKE
A GOPHER ../

/VE ALWAYS CONSIDERED YOU 70 BE
A MAN OF GREAT INGENUITY, AUGUSTIN.
GET THE HOSE. HELL HAVE HIS
BATH YET, HUH ?

,_ﬁaunmWHUNNHMHMH.K.M(\% /i) W‘Ih\_‘ll“illmuw
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WELCOME To PALOMAR...

PoPULATION  THREE HUNDRED AND T |
EIGHTY-51X -+ i

"[ M { [ \WHERE MEN
T ARE MEN AND
WOMEN NEED A
SENSE OF
HUMOR ...~

--CARMEN

..... o I — | [

by g e T (pa
WZ'L " TS HWWH“M |

‘\

PALOMAR- PALL OH MAR ( PI6EON CooP) |

/7 WAS SUPPOSED THAT OUR STORY BEGAN WHEN A WOMAN OR PERMHAPS /T BE GAN WHEN LUBA CAME /NT;‘
CALLED ZOMBA RETURNED TIPIN' TIPIN'S LOVE WITH AN ELBOW TOWN. YOU SEE, CHELO HAD BEEN THE ONLY

TO HIS EYE AND A KNEE TO HIS CROTCH. WELL ../ AS EXPECTED, THE | | BANADORAIN TOWN, AND WAS NOT PREPARED
SENSITIVE FELLOW HIGHBALLED INTO DEERP DEPRESSION. FORTHIS LIPSTART FROM THE NORTH TO TAKE

A GOOD PORTION OF THE BATHING BUSINESS
FROM THE VETERAN BATHER ...

.. ! SHE'S
ONLY IN ONE PIECE
TODAY BECAUSE SHES
GOT A KID TO FEED.

AWARE OF THE FACT THAT
MOST OF THE CITIZENS OF
PALOMAR CONSIDERED
TIP 7O BE THE "VILLAGE
YO YO AND THUS CARED LIT-
7LE ABOUT HIS DILEMMA
AN ALTRUISTIC YOUNG GIRL

- NAMED CARMEN (AIDED BY]
HER SISTERS , THE OLDER
PIPO AND YOUNGER LUC/A.
AND BROTHER AUGUSTIN
DECIDED SHE'D OFFER T1P
MORAL SUPPORT IN HIS

71PN 71PN~ 7EE PEEN TEE PEEN | PIPO - PEE POE
LUCIA - LOO SEE WM/ AUGUSTIN - AW GOOSE TEEN ~ HOUR OF NEED...

IMAARENRRSRR.
— —aeesssanARWU

AURAAARANRRNNRRNSS

SUARSRANANN

e

IANARLRNNLER R

AN LRALLANNAEN

\\\\\\\“\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

=

WELL, MAYBE IT STARTED IWHEN MANUEL TOOK MORE THAN A
CASUAL INTEREST IN THE MUCH YOUNGER PIPO, WHO JUST HAP -
PENED TO BE ENTHRALLED BY HIS VERY EXISTENCE /N THE FIRST
PLACE. MANUEL'S WAS A SUPERFICIAL INTEREST, 70 BE SURE, BUT
PIPO WAS NEVER ONE TO QUESTION WHAT APPEARED TO BE A GOOD
DEAL. ALL SHE KNEW WAS THAT HE WANTED HER ...

ANANRNNN

|:
ik

*BANADORA - BINE YA DOOR AH (SHE WiHO BATHES OTHERS,
LUBA- LOO BAH [ CHELO -CHEH LOW

MANYEL-

17 SHOULD BE NOTED THAT GATO'S
FEELINGS FOR PIPO WERE SINCERE,
AND THAT SHE COULDN'T CARE LESS,
BUT THAT NEVER CHANGED ANYBODY S
MIND BEFORE ...

YEAH, THEY DON'T COME
MUCH FINER THAN PIPO ...
SHES LIKE...LIKE...SHES
JUST FINE, THAT S ALL...

=

COPYRIGHT © GILBERT HERNANDEZ |19 73

GATO-GAH TOE
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TSCH! WHAT ABOUT ME,

FORGET YoU, VICENTES
DON'T GO BLAMING ME
FOR WHAT'S GOING on?
WHAT ABOUT ISRAEL ?

MAYBE ONE OF THESE GUYS
ANOWS THE BEGINNING OF

THIS TALE ...

AH, HERACLIO DON'T

KNOW? BUT JESUS
WOULD, THE NOSY

SON OF ABITCH!

ME? UH...WELL,
LET ME SEE...UH, 1
MOVED HERE THREE
MONTH'S AGO,
SO, UH, UM...

JIEH
2>\
\

i \
| ”’////////é

HERACLIO - AIR AWK LEO [JESUS'~ HEH 5005/ VICENTE- VEE SENTEH [ ISRAEL- EESs RYE EL

.xll

GOON EYES? SATCH, WHEN
DO YOU THINK THIS WHOLE M
MESS GOT STARTED? g

WHAT MESS? I'M
NOT TALKING “TILL
SOMEBODY SLIPS
ME A FIVEZ

I{(

|

OR WHEN SOLEDAD MARQUEZ TOOK OFF
FOR THE STATES AND LEFT HIS PLACE

PERHAPS [T WAS THE NIGHT JESUS
IN MANUFLS CARE?

YOUNGER BROTHER TOCO DIED ..?
COVGH

COUGH:-- MANUEL ...
| WANT A / CAN'T GO
PIZZA - IN HERE, -

i

’

OR MAYBE, JUST MAYBE /T STARTED
WHEN HERACLIO SAW PINTOR'S GHOST
(BUT WAS UNAWARE OF IT AT THE TIME ).

o

SOLEDAD MARGUEZ - SEW LEH DAHD MAR KEZ®

WELL, MAYBE THE LOCAL CONSTABLE
CAN SHED SOME LIGHT ON THIS
ELUSIVE DISCLOSURE ...

/'VE NEVER SEEN
YOU AROUND HERE
BEFORE ...LET ME
SEE YOUR 1.D.7/
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AMANECIDA OHHHH ... ANOTHER DAY,

ANOTHER PA/IN ...

A WOMAN'S
DONE ...

WORK 15 NEVER

HIGHER. LUCIA!Y

ELEVATION?
/7 DEMAND

IT5 ALWAYS
BEEN SAID THAT
CARMEN WAS

MORE EFFECTIVE
THAN A HUNDRED
ALARI CLOCKS:!

I IIEAN. .. 1 WONDER
WHERE TOCO /5 RIGHT NOW.
RIGHT NOW....

nlm:'/\/\ _/El

il il

HE'S IN A BOX THREE HUNDRED
YARDS FROM HERE, SIX FEET UNDER
A BED OF LILACS, FOOL.

il ’ l 1
I Ul |ﬂ|lmfinl£liuh{l i (f

il JJL%JMW

NO, / MEAN...TOCO? YouU
AKNOW. ..TOCO. DOES HE
MIND BEING DEAD? | WONDER
/F HES BORED ALREADY, OR
WHAT... YOU KNOW WHAT
J MEAN..?

WHO THE HELL GIVES A FUCKING
SHIT? HE WAS WORTH LESS ANY-
WAY. /M GLAD HE CROAKED. |
JUST HOPE MANUEL AND HIS
GOD DAMN SIXTY DOLLAR SHOES
ARE NEXT--2

S
ey
AR

P A

WAl &E’jﬂﬁl‘yﬂ’ =
SEF How You ARE 2
SEE How YoU FUCKING ARE?Y,
/CANT SAY SKIT To YOU WITH-
OUT YoU--YOU--AAAAK’

GETOFF You
FUCKIN' SKINNY--

TWENTY THREE

SOPA DE G AN PENA~SOAP  UH DEH GRAWA PEN UH
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/"M NOT PAYING

BUT YOU STILL GIVE THE BEST BATHS
YOU GUYS 70 FIGHT,

A\ con'TuisTen To :
AN OFF‘W /N THE WORLD? AAH, SHE'S POPULAR

PAINTING Your | | CATO: CHELO. HE'S

S/GH...

HE'S RIGHT. N 2 R ’
50 kNOCKITOFE, ) aom o oOle | | JUST an asskore 7 CAUSE SHE'S NEW, THAT'S ALY AFTER
OR 1L ... ISN'T GONNA TURNED INSIDE OUT, i TER 2N | ALLTHOSE GUYS GET USED TO HER,

THATS ALL. HE'S
GCEJSYT"OU;EQ/S'"N BEEN ACTING PRETTY
p) WE/RD LATELY.

BACK! GIVE

ITUPS GIVE

THEYLL BEBACK, YoU'LL SEE! HEY
”,"g’,ﬁ,’,i‘; DOOR kﬁ /v\:éow LOOK, YOU STILL HAVE MY DAD, UH, JUAN
PRICES, I'lL NEVER COBOS, GORDO MARTINEZ , UH, ME, IF
GET BACK THE CUS- MY MOM LETS ME, UH...
TOMERS | LOST
TO THAT cow
ACROSS TOWN.

OH, YOURE
SWEET, SATCH.
NO, I'M JUST GONNA
HAVE TO THROTTLE
HER ...OH, NOT
REALLY .../ DON'T
AKNOW... SIGH...

AND HERE WE HAVE THE HOME OF SOLEDAD MARQUEZ, WHO AT THE TIME
SUCH WASs LIFE WAS RETURNING FROM HIS TRIP TO THE STATES, UNAWARE THAT HIS ABODE
IN THE SMALL TOWN OF WAS OCCUPIED BY TWO OF HIS PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCES, INSTEAD OF ONE.
PN-O MAR BUT WITH MANUEL , HE SHOULD HAVE KNOWN .
a0

MANUEL-?

i (TR H" Ilé‘l\ “'”
il T | | i

"~ PIPO ... YOUR MOMS GONNA
BE BACK FROM SAN FIDEO
IN AFEW DAYS ... WE CAN'T
BE SEEN TOGETHER... YOU
KNOW THAT. WE --PIPO...

HEY... HEY, WHAT S
THE MATTER,
DULCE?

WELL ... WELL,
MAYBE WE COULD
GET A PLACE, A—-A
SECRET PLACE TO
MEET, OR, OR WE
COULD, LIKE, ASK
CHELO, AND, UH...

Uin
0
\

/ HIST--/-/ JUST
DON'T WANT THIS TO

EVER END, MANUVEL . ..
/ WANT /7T TOBE LIKE
THIS ALLTHE T/ME --

VYAN COBOS- WON COE BOZE [/ GORDO MARTINEZ -~ GORD' THOUGH MARTEEN EZ [ DULCE - DUEL” SEH ( SWEET)
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WE LL THINK OF SOMETHING, DULCE,
BUT NOT RIGHT NOW., HUH ? C'MON,
LET'S GET DRESSED, ‘CAUSE ['VE GOT
7O SEE ABOUT THAT JOB WITH DOCTOR
ZUMAYA, OK? ...PIPO?

HMM. WELL, ANY WAY, | HEARD
HIM TALKING TO THE MEN
AT LAL)'S BAR.-.-

BET You
DON'T KNow
WHAT | KNOW,
ISRAEL ...

WHAT, THAT
SOLEDAD MAROUEZ
/S BACK FROM
THE STATES?

GET TO THE POINT,
PMAN! DID HE GO 70
DISNEYLAND ? ... YOU

OID ASK HIM, DIDN'T
YOoU, JESUS ?

WELL ... WELL, 1 DID GET HE HATED DISNEYLAND. | DON'T WELL, SOLEDAD IS ONE OF THOSE GUYS
IN A WORD EDGE WISE, BUT KNOW WHAT'S GOING ON EITHER, BUT THAT READS BOOKS EVEN THAT HES OUT OF
HE SNAPPED AT ME ...YOU THAT S WHAT HE SAID ... HE WENT ON SCHOOL NOW. HES ALWAYS COMING UP WITH

WEIRD IDEAS ABOUT LIFE AND STUFF...
KINDA SPOOKY, Y'KNOW ? LIKE, WHAT
/F DISNEYLAND DOES SUCK, HUH?

KNOW HOW HE/S . .. AND ON ABOUT HOW HE HATED THE
STATES AND THAT DISNEYLAND WAS
JUST THE STATES IN MINATURE ...

YEAH. HE
WENT. AND HE HIT, /"M SURE
HATED IT. o 5

AAH, HE-HES JUST
MAD ‘CAUSE HE WAS
700 FAT 7O FIT IN THE

RIDES .2 HMMM...

GLAD T0CO A/N'T
ALIVE 70 HEAR
TH/S ...

SOMETIMES /| DON'T
GET GUYS LIKE SOLEDAD,
YOU KNOW..?

AND JUST WHEN HERACLIO WAS WONDERING WHY
HE HADN'T SEEN MANUEL FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS ...

THE DEAL? BES/DES
THAT | FINALLY GOT THAT
JOB .7

SO, WHATS THE
DEAL, MANUEL ?

HERCULES !
Y%E)G/ONNA SLEEP ALL
DAY OR WHAT? 2

)

/1 AIN'T
SLEEPING?
BE RIGHT

L/IFE 15
THE DEAL,
HERCULES !

=
NIDA

7

SSRGS

—_
==

e
TWENTY FIVE

A
ZUMAYA= 200 MY~ AH
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Jj NO DOUBT ABOUT IT, IT WAS ONE OF THOSE DAYS NOT EVEN
AMorciro © AN EARTHQUAKE COULD RUIN, AND MANUEL WAS JUST ONE
OF THOSE GUYS WHO JUST COULDN'T KEEP THAT FEELING IN .

O

o0
Yo TENGO ==

o~ _TENTACION DE_— -
~-=— yUNBESO §

—= == N
SIMPLY OBSERVING HOW EASY IT WAS FOR MANUEL TO 2055 To,‘g, . calECOTTA
TALK TO PRETTY WOMEN WAS TRULY AN EDUCATION ACPpELD A G;?Li‘R/‘&/‘ND
FOR HERACLIO, HIM BEING THE SHY LAD HE WAS. T y

YOU HEARD
CARIIEN, TIPIN®
TIPIN? WHY DON'T
YOU FORGET THIS--

THIS ZOMBO AND
GET YOURSELF A

FINE LOCAL
WOMAN ...

|

\\l“\

N \ll.ln‘\.llnl‘lh
b

now ABOUT THE
W/DOW REYES? SHES
IN BETWEEN HUSBANDS
RIGHT NOW. .. SCRAWNY.
TIPLIKES HIS
WOMEN ALL
OVER THE

PLACE ...

NO ONE CAN
REPLACE ZOMBA;

SHE WHO WALKS ON
FEET OF SPONGE -~

\“

i,

WELL, THATS SOMETHING |'VE c'MON, TIPZ
ALWAYS LIKED ABOUT YOU. TIP. ONCE WE 'RE NOW GO/ING
YOU'VE MADE UP YOUR MIND ... 70 F/ND YOU A JoB? JOB?
REAL JOB/ WHA'S

WELL, I'M NOT > 4087
m THROUGH YET ... :

SHE IS AN ANGE L
CRASH LANDED ON
EARTH, A GODDESS
W/TH NOTHING BETTER
70 0O ... S/GH"

TWENTY &IX
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/T HAD BEEN DAYS SINCE |~ -
SHE HAD SEEN MANUEL, - -
80 IF PIPO WASN'T BUSY | -~
CLEANING, WASHING OR
COOKING, SHE COULD BE
FOUND PATIENTLY GAZING

- OUT THE WINDOW OF HER
.| HOME, HOPING HE MIGHT
FIND SOME FREE TIME
FROM HI5 JOB TO DROP
BY 70 SEE HER ...

THE POOR G/RL WAS UN-
AWARE OF HOW MANUEL.
ACTUALLY SPENT HIS
FREE TIME, BECAUSE
SHE RARELY WENT OUT,
ANO, ODDLY ENOUGH,
SHE, NOT BEING A TERR-
| /8Ly curous PERSON, | ~-
NEVER CARED 70 /N~ -
“ DULGE IN GOSS/P. s

j . MANUEL ... MON--WEILL ...
P THERE'S NO SONG WITH
MANUEL, 15 THERE ..?
MON...YOU. .. WELL ...
[ 1 SHOULD WRITE ONE--
\ HE SHOULD WRITE ONE,
HES THE SINGER ../
MMMM... HE HASN'T
SUNG FOR ME YET...

MMM MMM. ..

s - W ““!i; 'W ‘
L il | |

=l

S50, WHAT'S SO
FUNNY, LUCIA?
AUGUSTIN'?

FUNNY.

LUCIA WANTED
70 KNOW WHY YoU
SMELLED SO

OH--! | DIDN'T
PUT TOO MUCH ON,
DID | ? SNIFF--

WHEN YOU LIKED SOLEDAD
MARQUEZ YOU NEVER DRESS-
ED UP FOR HIM, PEEP.

75K/ YOU WOULDN'T

KNOW THE DIFFER-
ENCE, ANY WAY.

NO, ‘CAUSE
/ LIKE
PMMANUEL .

WELL, ] KNOW MANUEL
LIKES YOU, ANYWAYS.,

HM. IF ANY-
BODY KNOWS,
ITS THAT
KINOW-/T-ALL
CARMEN...

SHES ALWAY'S
THE FIRST TO KNOW

EVERYTHING ...

YEAH, CARMEN SAID MANUEL

LIKES ANYTHING THAT MOVES
/N ADRESS. THAT MEANS YOU,
CARMEN, LUCIA, MOM, CHELO...

/F GOSS/P COULD NEVER
PIQUE PIPO'S CURIOSITY,
HER INSECURITY WAS
ANOTHER STORY...

MARTIN EL LOCO
WEARS A DRESS SOME-
TIMES ... DOES THAT
MEAN MANUEL
LIKES HIM, TOO?
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WELL, WHAT DO
YoU kNOW ? 1%

N

"""""""

DID YOU LEAVE THE /

RADIO ON LAST NIGHT,
OFELIA..? OONGH --

k!l

‘tJ

THE RADIO HASN'T
WORKED FOR MONTHS,

T i ”

r h [
{l M
Al M.f lt I

’Aﬁ‘ \ f‘

4 2055 '0 ;"l ——

W7 7R Il,', ’l’l".‘....'{ ;.! - -,

Il ".'.'..'.'.'. .’..

.""".'..'."~'

.' (17 h . ..
':-.'.-

-~ '.
22 R LRI TS ll R R

NOW THAT BOY'S ‘ﬂ |
GOT TONSILS OF
GOLD, HUH? i [

.ll\\\,

mMrHrmr. | R

HEY... HEY, HONE YTHROAT/
GOT A SONG FOR TH!S ONE ?

\ \ \
WELL, HEY?

| WHAT WOULD YoU
| h LIKE TO HEAR,

l

ANY THING, JUST... NO.
A LOVE SONG. A SAD ONE.
A SAD LOVE SONG KICKS
MY ASS EVERYTIME ...
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GOT7 THAT,
HERCULES ?

MANUEL'S CROONING WAS FAIRLY COMPETENT
BY PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS, BUT TO A SOUL
USUALLY DEPRIVED OF ANY SUCH KIND OF
SOLACE, IT WAS SIMPLY HEAVEN ...

ISN'T SHE JUST
THE LUCKIEST THING
/N THE WORLD?




/,,.-—///.'/
////’/ HEY...
YEAH, YEAH, THAT s

ALL RIGHT..." WELL, THERE GOES THE BEST X AIPO--
FUCKING GOALIE THIS WORLD
W/LlL EVER SEE...

AWW...l QuiT/
/TS5 NOT NO FUN
NO MORE...

SHIT, WHATS
GOTTEN INTO HER?

/gL, 7

N ‘ 4
il ¥ ﬂuh - =

Wi

n

MAN, WE USED TO HAVE SUCH
FUCKING GREAT GAMES.., LIKE, LIKE
THE TIME ARTURO DOVE FOR THAT
GOAL BUT WENT HEAD FIRST INTO
THE SIDE OF TIPIN” TIPINS HOUSE
INSTEAD.. BIP! HE WAS ALL BLOODIED
UP BUT HE KEPT PLAYING ... WHAT
A ODUDE, HUH? 2 SIGH... 7

" PIPO... AND
MANUEL? WHO
SAID? | MEAN ...
HOwW DO YOU

SHIT, NOW PIPO'S
TOO GROWN UP
FOR US NOW OR
SOMETHING .

HA. SHES JUST
GOT BETTER THINGS
70 DO THAN PLAY
GAMES WITH YOU
GEEKS --

AAH, /TS 'CAUSE
SHES ALL NASTIES
W/TH MANUEL NOW...

MANY OF YOU HAVE FELT IT BEFORE ...
THE BLOW. L/KE A LARGE BLOCKOF
ICE BEING FORCED AGA/NST THE SIDE
OF YOUR FACE ... THAT DIZZYING
FEELING ... NAUSEA ...YOU REMEMBER.

WHA'D YoU 60 AND
TELL HIM FOR, FOOL ?
YOU KNOW HES NUTS
ABoUT pPIPO’

OH, | AIN'T GONNA LIE TO

YOU, GATO.” | SAW EM TOGETHER ...

IN SOLEDAD MARQUEZ'S HOUSE
BEFORE HE WAS BACK...THEY
WERE GOING AT IT; LIKE, LIKE,

FUCK...! WAS SUPPOSED TO BE 7--1 DUNNO.
WASHING THE WINDOWS, BUT-- 1 JUST THOUGHT AA,
DON'T TELL MANUEL [ SAID 4e swoud == . N
NOTHING ! HELL KIL KNOW...I DON'T o
L1 KNOW WHY | __'I ‘o /‘"(/DDV é’V
L A

EH?

———ae

MAN, | SWEAR,
NOTHING EVER GOES
RIGHT FOR THAT GUY...

i

THE BLOW...

Q)
TUWENTY NINE
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HMM. HEY...

YOU NEED
A BATH, GUY?

YOU'RE CLOSED FOR
LUNCH AS OF RIGHT
NOW, CHELO.

THEN BRING MY

15 THAT SO,
SHERIFF ?

S/GN IN AND
LOCK THE DOOR

LIKE A GOOD

80Y...

EH, WELL..)LL,EH,
TELL YOU WHAT,

EH, WHAT.
JESSE?

D/D LITTLE
PIPO EVER FIND
you?

EH, NO, 1
HAVEN'T SEEN

HER .. HuH..! sHE

WAS LDOKING
FOR YOUAND |
COULD SWEAR
SHE WAS
COMING THIS
WAY...

S5/GH--OK,
CMON IN,
JESSE.

TODAY HAS BEEN A GOOD DAY .../ VE
ALREADY ARRESTED A GUY FOR YAWNING
INFRONT OF THE STATUE OF LA VIRGEN,
AND SOON AFTER | BEAT UP A COUPLE OF
KIDS FOR STEALING FIGS -~

AH, YOURE A
CRIME FIGHTING
MACHINE UN-~
PARALLELED
SHERIFF...

AGREED, 8UT I'VE ALWAYS FELT MY
TRUE TALENTS RAN MORE TOWARD THE
MYSTERIES OF THE DIVINE PASSION ...

WELL, BEFORE
YOU GET ALL NASTIES
ONME, | WANT YoU
70 GRANT ME A
SMALL REQUEST,
BoOY...
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| WANT.. THAT LUBA

WOMAN OUT OF THIS

TOWN AND SOON...
LIKE YESTERDAY.

HUH -~ YOU AND ME
BOTH, THE BITCH...
BUTr WHAT DO YoU
WANT METO DO? THE
PMAYORS ONE OF HER
BEST CLIENTS Z

NEXT TIME ['LL BOP
You WHERE (TCOUNTS !

YOU RE THE SHERIFFZ/
/F YOU CAN BEAT HUNGRY|
KIDS UPFOR STEALING
FIGS, YOU CAN THROwW
THAT SLUT OUT OF

SHES RUINED MY
BUSINESS? I'M LUCKY
70 GET SIX CLIENTS
A DAY Now/!

OK, |/ THOUGHT, OK.
MAYBE TH/IS IS A STUPID
WAY 70 MAKE A LIVING
AFTER ALL, BATHING
GROWN MEN ... OK.
SO ! LET HER HAVE
ALL THE BUSINESS
THEN. /'LL DO
SOMETHING ELSE,
RIGHT..?

SO WHAT AM
!/ GOING TO
DoO? | CAN
BARELY READ
AND WRITE,
RIGHT..?




V7 1ve GeEn LvinG HERE TrirTY Four ) N You WERE ELECTED SHERIFF THE LAST TWO
TERMS BECAUSE OF MY CONNECTIONS IN
THIS TOWN? JF IT WEREN T FOR ME BUST
ING MY BUTT GIVING FREE BATHS, AND--

WELL ... IF YOU CARE TO BE ELECTED
TWO MORE TERMS, WELL ...

v~ STRONG ? | CAN WORK
W/TH THE MEN AT THE MILL
TWELVE HOURS A DAY, OR,OR--

r THEN
! THINK--

YEARS, SAME PLACE, GIVING BATHS FOR
EIGHTEEN AND I'M GOING LET SOME ...
TEENYBOPPER PUSH ME ASIDE? HAH..
80 / DON'T CARE IF THE POPE 15 HER BEST
CUSTOMER, | WANT HER OUT OF HERE, _ A
UNDER STAND? OUT? OR --

1S THIS A ALL RIGHT, ALL

rHREAD RIGHT..? /'Ll SEETO

/T JMMED/ATELY...

CMERE,
LOVER BOY...

1 VE BEEN THINKING
ABOUT IT. YOU SAW PINTORS
GHOST...THAT MUST HAVE
REALLY BEEN SOITE THING,
HERACLIO...

HE WAS DEAD, Y'KNOW.
/F /| HAD, SATCH, | DON'T
KNOW WHAT | WOULD'VE
DONE .

OK, LIKE ... LIKE WHAT IF
WE COULD SEE TOCO RIGHT NOW,
JUST SITTING THERE, OR
SOME THING, STUPID CACKLE
AND ALL ... JUST...RIGHT
THERE, JUST. ..

YEAH, BUT DOESN'T IT
MAKE YOU THINK ABOUT
STUFF? YoU KNOW..?
ABOUT... DYING..?

WHAT | DON'T
GET IS HOwW COME
1 SAW HIM AND NO-
BODY ELSE CAN BUT
HIS OLD FRIENDS.

!/ MEAN, LIKE ...
WHAT /S SOMEBODY
SUPPOSED 70 DO FOR
FOREVER? | GET
DIZZY JUST TALKING
ABOUT IT...

!/ WONDER
IFI'LL BE A GHOST
WHEN [ --UH,
WHEN | GO--

THIRTY ONE
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WELL .. YEAH! A LITTLE
BLACK ONE., GATO FOUND
/T UNDER THE CHURCH STEPS
WHEN WE WERE LITTLE .../

REMEMBER PIPO SCREAMING
HER HEAD OFF WHEN SHE
SAW /T...TSK, (T WASN'T
EVEN ALIVE ...

AAAH, BUT STUFF LIKE THAT
WNEVER HAPPENS TOME ... }'LL
NEVER SEE NOTHING LIKE

THAT ... BEST THING ( EVER
SAW WAS THIS TURTLE
W/TH TWO HEADS.

L THINK 502 YEAH...
/GUESS /T WAS ..-

MAN, ] SURE
LIKED SEEING
THAT TURTLES

A TURTLE
W/TH TWO HEADS!
WOW. THATS AL-
MOST LIKE SEE-
ING...A LIVE
DINOSAUR .. »

ﬂD SO " "WrTH CARMEN BEHIND HIM FOR CARMEN DID HER BEST 70 MAKE TIP THE SECOND ELDEST BOY OF EIGHT
MORAL SUPPORT, TIPIN' TIPIN' GOT UP FORGET ZOMBA, BUT IT WAS NO USE. BROTHERS AND SIX SISTERS, GATO

ON HIS FEET AGAIN. HE GOT HIMSELF A THAT WAS SOME THING HE WOULD WAS NEVER ACTUALLY ALONE, BUT

JOB AT THE PICKLE FACTORY AND WAS IN HAVE 70 DEAL WITH HIMSELF. .. WAS A LONELY FELLOW JUST THE

THE PROCESS OF FINDING HIMSELF A , [ SAME, HAVING NEVER GOTTEN ALONG

WITH HIS FAMILY (OR ANYONE ELSE,
REALLY ).

D/D /1 DO
ALL RIGHT;
CARMEN?

NEW HOME . ..

ONE FIFTY
A MONTH ? HAH?
GOOD DAY,
SENOR BACA /!

ONE FORTY,
THEN?
ONE TWENTY.!

ALL FINE FOR TIPIN’
TIPIN, BUT WHAT ABOUT =
A GUY LIKE GATO WHO HAS -
NO CARMEN TO TURN TO ?

HIS GRANDFATHER, A TYRANNICAL EX- GATO'S LIFE AT HOME /T WAS NO WONDER GATO AC- T
OFFICER FROM SOME BRIEF C/VIL WAR, WAS HARD, TO PUT QUIRED THE NASTY DISPOSITION
SEEMED 7O THRIVE ON MAKING GATO /T MILDLY. T HE WAS USUALLY DISPLAYING ...
MISERABLE. - / ITWAS AS IF WITHIN HIM

FOR SONME OOD o / oW Oow: N\ WAS A SWELLING BUBBLE ___—'J
~ WASHERS? REASON THE OLD GETT/NG [ OK, I'M SORRY \ OF PENT UP ANGER
T L T s MAN AND THE S[IART, GRAMPA -- SORRYZ )| so wrense i rueHT N
YOUR WASHERS? | sirRipr GOT ON \ W7 Ok, 0k J|| ‘exmront a7 any A
JUST FIX THE OW. Ok 1>
FAUCET, _ MOMENT.... AN L
FAT ASSZ —_— GATO WAS AWARE OF S / \\

THIS SITUATION
AND KNEW THAT

THE DAY THE BLS-
y BLE FINALLY
F"_»" > BURST, /T /]
v WoULD

PROBABLY

\Val
Z
‘\\

R

5

n
'k

/T WON'T
STOP DR/PPING
W/THOUT WASH-
ERSZ /2L GO TO
THE STORE , AND-
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WHO TOLD

WHoTOLD, / HEARD. OH,

/ PROBABLY HEAR
MORE CONFESS/ONS
IN A WEEK THAN

PADRE PACO HEARS

/N A MONTH...

JAND ON A PROSAIC TUESDAY ... B Ok, THEN, IF | CAN
: B GoNOw, /--

FINALLY GOT
THAT STUFF ALL
SQUARED AWAY,

DOCTOR. ANY-

THI .27 MANUEL,
G ELSE NO... (Q SHE'S JUST
NO, THATS A BABY. HOow
ENOUGH OLD ARE You
FOR TODAY,
MANUEL ...

m
il

EH, MANUEL,
/ KNOW THIS 15
NONE OF MY, EH,
BUSINESS, BUT--

WELL, IT1S
NOW. ARE YOU SEEING

PIPO JIMENEZ?

N 10

MH}MHHM |

EH, TWENTY
SIX...BUT,
DOCTOR -~

L

TWENTY SIX. / WAS MARRIED W/ITH
TWO KIDS BY THE TIME | WAS TWENTY.

1 DIDN'T WANT THIS, Y KNOW.
/ REALLY DIDN'T...BUT, HELL, /-1

JUST COULDN'T STOP IT...SHE WAS--
"0 OK. J KNOW HOW THERE, YOU KNOW..? FOURTEEN ... ;Og KNfo Y "/,fg e
LOOK. [ Lo HOw . SHE'S JUST...FINE. WHAT CAN TINES | FEEL LIKE . LIKE

/ JUST... 1 JUST WANT EVER
BODY, JUST-- THE WHOLE
FUCKING WORLD, /--
SOMETIMES ...

|/ KNOW SHE HASN'T BEEN [ SAY, MAN? JUST--3S8/GH ¢
A VIRG/N FOR A WHILE, 50
/ KNOW SHES NOT SO
INNOCENT IN THIS .
/ KNOW.

1 JUST WISH
YOU'D STOP THINKING
WITH YOUR PRICK
FOR A SECOND
70 REALIZE WHAT
YOU'RE DOING,

Boy..’
r

/'VE SEEN YOU FLIRT
W/TH SOME LOVELY
WOMEN, BOY. WHY
GO AND MESS THAT
UP AND PIFO'S

LIFE, 700..?

|
MMM - ]
PROBABLY SOUND

LIKE I'VE FLIPPED,
EHZ HEH ...

AAH, DOESN'T MATTER.
1 WAS GOING TO DROP THE
WHOLE THING, ANY WAY.

/M ALREADY SEEING SOME -
ONE ELSE...SHES JUST
ABOUT MY AGE, /F THAT
MEANS ANYTHING...

SHIT, 1 DO NOT
LOOK FORWARD TO
TELLING HER AT
ALL...SIGH -~

PIPO!S HEY, EH.
/'VE MEANING TO TALK

. CE...
DAMN, YOU 70 You, DULCE

ARE FAST, Boy./
/N MY DAY, WELL,

/F ONLY SHE
WASN'T SO...
SO GODDAMN

HAHA...WELL,
/LLSEEYOU TO-
MORROW, DOCTOR...
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/'VE BEEN A LITTLE BUSY WITH
My JOB AND ALL, 50 REALLY
HAVEN'T HAD A CHANCE TO

GO BY 70 SEE YOU, DULCE.

YOU D BE SURPRISED HOW TIME CONSUMING
A JOB REALLY 15, PIPO. ! HAVEN'T HAD MUCH
T/ME TO DOANYTHING, REALLY...OW.-
PIPO, LOOK, THIS ... OWP..*

‘.IIWM

b

HEY, HONEY THROAT?

YOU'D BETTER SEE THE DOCTOR
ABOUT HAVING THAT GROWTH
REMOVED/

OID SHE GIVE YOU A
DELUXE JOB, MANUEL--?/

O/D SHE SHAKE HER
BAZOOMBAS IN YOUR FACE
WHILE SHE SCRUBBED YOUR
BALLS, HONEY THROAT'..?

OID SHE?!
--HAH?!
D/D SHE..?!

ALLR/GHT
PIPO,

THAT'S

ENOUGH..”

MUCH LATER--

JUST SOAK YOUR
FEET INTHAT AND I'LL
BE BACK INABIT,
EFREN...

1 HATE You, MANUEL,
YoU FUCKING SLUT/
FUCKING SLUT/
1 HATE YOU--/%

OH, AND OFELIA?
OON'T FORGET TO

CHECK THE BEAN'S,
oK?

2

HJMMTE “*‘ |

48 | HEARTBREAK SOUP



GET THIS STRAIGHT, BOY. COPS
DON'T SCARE ME AND YOU'RE NO
EXCEPTION? YOU TOUCH ME--#

MMM. BEWARE
OF GEEKS
BEARING

WHAT D/D | TELL YOU ABOUT
COMING AROUND HERE EXPECTING

A FREE BATH? | TOLD YOU -- SO HOW COME

ACITY G/IRL LIKE
YOU 15 BATHING
B1G BOXS FOR
A LIVING?

HEY, CMON. | JUST
WANNA BE FRIENDS.
/ BROUGHT YOU A
COLD ONE...C'MON.

/ COULD ARREST
YOU FOR BEANING
ME THE OTHER

DAY, Y KNOW...

m

i
]| &
o [HELLUBAY ) /o swropor

Frourep one sanaporal | |I'M GETTING I'LL CHARGE YOU
IN A TOWN THIS SMALL coLD! DOUBLE AND TAKE

WAS ENOUGH...
7/ YOUR WATCH,
At

HEY...LOOK. ['VE GOT A KID AND
A COUSIN WITH A WRECKED BACK
IN THERE !'VE GOT TO SUFPPORT...
WHAT DO YOU WANT ME TO DO?
PUMP GAS? HUH..! ONLY FIVE
CARS RUN IN THIS TOWN ...

MMM . YEAH. |

DON’'T KNOW WHAT
MUSCLE BUNS 1S GONNA
DO WITH HERSELF
NOW I'M HERE ...

/3“1 Ly |

[}

. f“
® M

/) SCUSE ME
Y rMAAM, BUT
YoU'tL HAVE
70 COME WITH
ME. YOU'RE

it {YOUZL LEARN THE LAW 1S
NOT TO BE FLOUTED IN THIS
TOWN, CITY GIRL ../

ASSAULTING AN /A COUPLE OF DAYS IN

OFFICER, RESISTING ACELL SHOULD TEACH
ARREST, DRINKING IN
PUBLIC, SWEARING IN
FRONT OF A CHICKEN
BEFORE SEVEN...
TSKTSK

SN
RS S =

TR
, %’W " m

=0
|
Wit

m}%

. AN {\\«"g m!
=== g

CARCEL - CARSELL(JAIL)
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YOU TWO WANT TO PLAY YOUR BULLSHIT WARGANMES
AT MY EXPENSE ? ALL RIGHT, BE MY GUEST. 'LL BE
OUT OF TOWN FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS SO /1L BE BACK
7O DECLARE THE VICTOR. /F YOU GET HUNGRY YOU
CAN ALWAYS EAT THE COCKROACHES. OR EACH OTHER.

WELL, IF YOURE GONNA KICK
MY BUTT, DON'T EXPECT NOEASY
VICTORY, WOMAN. ..

OH, SHUT UP
AND COME
HERE, SILLY...

CoNvINCED THIS...SOUP 1S ONLY FOR
ANUEL WAS PEOPLE LIKE US, TIPIN®
y TIPIN'.. IT5 MADE FROM

SEEPING WITH
“ANYTHING THAT
MovED IN A DRESS

AN OLD REC/PE AND ITLL
HELP OUR HEARTS GROW
70 STONE . ..

MOM...YOUKNOW, MYMOM DIDN'T REALLY GO /INTD SAN FIDEO 7O
FIGHT WITH OUR LANDLORD... SHE WENT 70 SEE A MAN ... PROBABLY
A BUNCH OF MEN...SHE ALWAYS DOES ...MOM’S NEVER MARRIED, YOU
KNOW. ..ONE OF THESE DAYS SHE MIGHT NOT COME BACK ... SHE'S
ALWAYS TELLING US THAT, THAT SHES GONNA LEAVE US FOR
GOOD AND LET US ROT HERE IN THIS TOWN ALONE ...

WELL ...SHE TELLS THAT TO CARMEN, MOSTLY.

(WHETHER IT WAS

TRUE OR NOT) >

|

AD MY MOM'S
gg;%%%ﬁ% H;w IT PLENTY
COMMQN WfTH OF TIMES ...
TIPIN TIPIN"..

NOBODY KNOWS WHO CARMEN'S REAL
PARENTS ARE... WE FOUND HER, ME AND
MOM, LONG TIME AGO WANDERING
AROUND THE SWAP MEET W/TH A NOTE
PINNED TOHER DRESS THAT READ,' GOOD
RIDDANCE | NEVER KNEW WH'Y MOM
DECIDED TO BRING HER HOME ... HUH. ...

WE HAVE ANICE
HOUSE ... | DO ALL THE
WORK, ALMOST... MOM
MAKES DECENT MONEY

BUT IFIT WEREN'T
FOR ME HERE AT
HONME ... SHOOT--

f

I

|

S'FUNNY...
NO ONE CAN
FIGURE OUT HOW
OLD CARMEN
REALLY 1S ... SHE
LOOKS TEN, BUT--
HEH, SHE LIKES TO
SAY SHE'S PERMAN-
ENTLY ELEVEN-
TEEN ... HEH ...
LEVENTEEN ...

—_—

T

THEY 'RE ALWAYS FIGHTING...YOU KNOW HOW
CARMEN 15, ALL SMARTY...MOMHATES /T...

AT THE PACKING HOUSE, |/

I

PIPO BECAITE S/ILENT FOR A MOI7ENT.
17 WAS HER COLD, ALMOST CLINICAL
DELINERY THAT UNNERVED T/RP SO... HE
KEPT WAITING FOR HER TO EXPLODE,
AND HE REALLY DIDN'T WANT 70 BE
THERE WHEN SHE DID, BUT, YoU KNOW .
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THE KIDS EAT GOOD ... THEIR

CLOTHES ARE CLEAN .../--1"M
GOOD...! C-CAN DO A-ANY-
THING. ./-[ CAN...I M GQOOD..
HE TOLO ME § WAS, NE -~
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! KNOWY! GIRLS
FIGHT 5O DIRTY..
PULLING HAIR ...

YEAH, HE BETTER
GET 'EM OUT BEFORE
THEY K/LL EACH

HAWZ CHECK IT oUT? | GUESS
PADRE PACO FOUND OUT THAT

THE SHERIFF LOCKED CHELO AND
LUBA UP IN THE SAME CELL?

BITING ...

RIPPING EACH OTHERS®
CLOTHES OFF..7

/ NO, NO, MARICELA ..
I'LL BRING YOUR MAMA

OUT TOYOU, SWEET-
HEART. ..

THIS 1S A JOB TOO
DANGEROUS FOR
ONE MAN, PADRE --

COME ON,
MARICELA.

ALTAR BOY,
ALWAYS AN e
ALTAR BOY, .

LETS GO BOYS.
QUIETLY...

V W ano...AnD wEN MARICELA

NOW, LADIES, 15 WAS BORN...] DON'T KNOW
WHAT 1'D HAVE DONE [F OFELIA

/" wevE No TIME To LOSE,

BOYS. JESUS, YOU GRAB A HOLD 7415 ANY WAY FOR
OF LUBA, AND VICENTE AND 1 HAON'T-- | HAD NEVER CHANGED
\ WI/LL TACKLE CHELO... A DIAPER BEFORE IN MY LIFE ...
i : NOW /"M PREGNANT AGAIN ...
A0 AH...] KNEW OH, BUT
. MY NAME WOULD YOURE 50O
NET ME PRIORITY C;‘/’VC;;' v L/__ o
i ’
NN SOMEDAY.... HAVE CHILD-
Ny REN OF MY

|

' I;

il

—

- ' -:? U
|

i

l

I —

:
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AH, A POTENTIALLY
CLASSIC RIVALRY,
SHOT TO HELL. TSK.

You
KIDDING ?

THE BEST
IS YET TO
CONME ...

WAIT TILL THEY
BOTH GET THEIR
HANDS ON THE
SHERIFFZ 4

THEN, ONE COOL
B WEDNESOAY NIGHT.-- 28

OH, BUT, MANUEL ...
SOMEBODY'S GOING
TOFIND US HERE ...

NO WAY...
DOCTOR LIVES IN
SANFIDEO AND /'VE

GOT THE ONLY
EXTRA KEY,

AM | YOUR
DULCE, MANUEL?
REALLY..?

TONANSIN, IF

YOU WERE ANY
SWEETER, I'D

WORRY ABOUT
DJABETES ...

THE

i ANO NOW, [F THE PATIENT WILL
KINDLY REMOVE HER PANTIES,
THE DOCTOR CAN THEN PROCEED
W/TH THE DELICATE OPERAT/ON.

I ez
WHAT..?
N
\
//(h\ @

’ FOOL ...
WAKE UP MY MOM AND
DAD..? WHAT..? o

YOU WANNA PMMTANYEL .. HE --
CPMON ... MANUEL--
HE'S GONNA

D/E --HES --

WHAT..?
WAIT, WHAT
ARE YoU
7'A LKING --

HE'S BEEN
SHOT.. ! HE 5

a | ——__)

WA/T/ YOU
SAY GATO'S GOT
MANUEL HOLED
UP THERE IN THE
DOCTOR'S
OFFICE?

YEAH, HE SHO

————

Z..
)l%

MANUEL, AND NOW
THEY RE TALKING?

ol

GATO'S FINALLY FLIPPED,
MANS HELL SHOOT ANYBODY
THAT TRIES TO GET IN ... HE
ALREADY GOT JUAN COBOS
IN THE FOO7, | HEARDZ

7

YOU MISSED 177
JUST BEFORE YOU |
GOT HERE TONANSIN
CAROLONGAS CAME

RUNNING OUT IN
JUST HER CHONERSH

RTY E/GHT
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WHERES 7HE SHERIFF?!
WHY ISN'T HE HERE? AND
THE DOCTOR! /TS HIS
OFFICE, /SN'T IT..27?

G/RL WAS
GONNA BE
SO MUCH
TROUBLE ...

YOU SURE
TS GATO?

THE
DOCTOR
LIVES IN
SAN FIDEO.
/TLL BEA
WH/LE TILL
HE GETS HERE,
BUT NOBODY
CAN FIND THE
SHERIFF
ANY WHERE

N
S

—

=

LISTEN TO YOURSELF...” :SOB% ...
PIPO WAS JUST A PIECE OF MEAT
70 YOU...NOTHING ELSE ... AND
THAT'S THE WAY /T IS, HUH ?
JUST-JUST SUCK /T UP AND

SHIT IT OUT, HAH .27

FUCK YOU, MAN...

SHE WANTEDIT. ..
SHE NEVER T7TOLD
ME ABOUT YOU

TWO BEFORE ...

You FUCKING USED US, MAN--
yoU FUCKING ~LEECH/ AND
SHE'S AS BAD AS YOU ARE!
you'RE BOTH DIRTY
FUCKING LEECHES-/

SOLEDAD...YOU RE
AS BAD AS THAT ASSHOLE
GATO, MAN ...YOU RE NOT
EVEN SURE WHO YOU DO
HATE ...ME, OR FIPO, OR
YOURSELF..! GO
HOME, FOOL...

Iy

Y
s B %

-

-

\

\

WELL ...IWHO HATES
MANUEL MORE THAN
GATD? BESIDES, WHEN
THEY WERE YELLING

AMINUTE AGO, [
HEARD PIPO'S NAME -

POOR GUY...
TONANSIN SAID
HE SHOT MANUEL

RIGHT IN THE

STOMACH?

SHOT HIM IN THE

GUT, HUH? OUCH...

WOULDN'T WISH THAT
ON ANYBODY. T5K.

YEAH, :S0B: ME AND THAT
LITTLE SLUT, A WHILE BACK; S0O7?
BUT WHAT ABOUT US, MANUEL ?
WHAT ABOUT YOU AND ME ..2!

OH, MAN...SHIT. HA ...
THAT WAS YEARS AGO, MAN.
YOU TOLD ME YOU WANTED 70

FORGET THE WHOLE THING, SHIT..

A BAD DREAM...ITS
JUST A NIGHTMARE ...
1'LL WAKE UR AND ...
AND THE SHEETS'LL
BE TANGLED AT MY
FEET...NIGHTMARE ...

.
/
\

THIRTY NINE
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THE DOCTOR FINALLY ARRIVED AND
WAS WITH MANUEL ALL NIGHT...
THE NEXT THING HERACLIO KNEW,
IT WAS MORNING, AND IT WAS A
SADDENED VOICE THAT HAD AWAKEN-
ED HIM ...TIPIN'TIFIN'S VO/ICE...

HEY - SVREEET?Z HURRY UP!
MANUEL NEEDS SOME HELP!
OH, DON'T WORRY? SOLEDADS
HARMLESS NOW. PADRE'S
GOT THE GUN. HE ONLY
SHOT UP THE CEILING .
C'MON, LETS GO--4

. SOLE DAD“

THE INTERPRETATIONS
OFA NIGHTMARE TAKE ON
INTERESTING PERSPECTIVES
IN THE SAFETY OF THE
MORNING LIGHT.--

DID YOU HEAR? CHELO AND
PADRE PACO GOT HIM, NO

SWEAT. 1 DON’T KNOW WHAT
WE NEED A SHERIFF FOR W/TH
THOSE TWO AROUND . .!

THEY FINALLY GOT
PIPO TO STOP SCREANMING
A LITTLE WHILE AGO...
POOR BABY...

AND HOW ABOUT THAT

SHERIFF? HE WAS IN SAN
FIDEO THE WHOLE TIME,
DRINKING ; WOMANIZ ING,
FIGHTING -~

SOLEDAD AND
PIPO -~ MANUEL AND
PIPO -- MANUEL
AND SOLEDAD --
IT5 [IKE THEY
WERE ASKING 70
GO 70 HELL.

REALLY? | GUESS
HE'S NOT SUCH A BAD
GUY AFTER ALL...

HM

AND FOR SOME REASON, ALL 175 WINTER NOW...

HERACLIO COULD THINK OF
WAS FRIED POTATOES... BUT WINTERS /N PALOMAR

AND HE WASN'T EVEN ARE USUALLY LIKE SUMMERS
HUNGRY ... WHERE YOU LIVE ...

HERE'S THE
STUFF | PROMISED
You, PIPO...

KOVINICK

fm—
—

54 | HEARTBREAK SOUP



PIPO, TELL YOUR
MOM HER PIGMY

JERINGAS ARE
EAD)’ ANYTIME.
\

‘?‘_’; JZ? 5 /;glo#BA YEAH, JUST POP IT
OPEN..? OPEN AND TAKE A DEEP
. BREATH. | GUARANTEE
YOU WON'T THROW :
UP AS OFTEN...

ol q e
\@h\m\i\%

|

\Mlli@f{]{

I

WHAT 1S

GOSH, | NEVER SEE YOU OH... WELL, DON'T BE A STRANGER,
/T, CARMEN?

AROUND ANY F10RE... BUT HUH? COME BY FOR DINNER SOMETIME
/ GUESS YOU'RE A BUSY OR SOMETHING, OK..2
AN NOWADAYS, HM ? -

OK...
/ GUESS ...

AN
\\\\\\\\\‘\\\\\\\\\

A\ AN
' AR SR AAANNY
NN\ NN
’\\\\\\“\\““&*‘\‘?‘k\‘\&xﬁ\

FIFTEEN ...
SIXTEEN --
YEP. BUSY
MAN. WELL, 1
GOTTA GO...

My 8008s!
THEY GREW/

RN

OH YEAH? WELL, YOU ' hE's comme o

OH... NOW, WHEN
CERTAINLY HAVE YOUR BE A VERY /MPORTANT

DID THAT ALL START?

ﬂg%ews f'e WORK CUT OUT FOR PERSON SOME DAY,
LOOKS LIKE MY YOU, CARMEN. CARMEN. IF HE

EVER GETS A
PAIR OF LONG
PANTS ...

BOOY'S FINALLY

CATCHING UP 7O
MY BRAIN, HUH?
I'M GONNA GIVE
LUBA A RUN

COMING,
MOM-!
=

!/ GUESS
SHE FOUND
THE MOLE WITH
HICCUPS
HID /N YOUR
DRESSER.

S0 HOoW COME

YOU WERE TALKING

TO THAT STINKY

GATO, PFEPZ
YOU'RE

SLIPPING. ..

%

4’/

DN

NN
SRR
N

NN
N

NN
AN
ANAN
N

7,

4

IZY NN\
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/7
. HEH...| GUESS HERACLIO HATES WHEN THEY TALK
(Vf"/” P THEY RE TEACHING LUBA AND PIPO ABOUT MANUEL (OR_LUBA OR PIPO,
YOU THAT IN SCHOOL ? WHOA... DIDN'T NEED NO OR WHOEVER ELSE) LIKE THAT. IT'S
0O THEY SHOW YOU HOW INSTRUCTIONS, NOT JUST SATCH, BUT EVERYBODY.
N O STICKk /TINZ HEH. SINCE THEY BOTH MAYBE MANUEL WAS A JERK, MAYBE
. NO. | GUESS HAD THE SAME N ; HE WASN'T... HERACLIO 15 JUST SICK
i THEY FIGURE IF WE EXPERT SHOW Ng;‘ﬁtx’g‘;fo f/ OF HEARING IT ALL THE TIME ...
DON'T KNOW HOW BY Now, | ENT HOW TS \aiy cppcics HE USED TO BEABLE TO /GNORE
: WE'RE NOT WORTH DONE, HUH : MANUEL KNOCKED THAT SORT OF TALK BEFORE,
) EXPL/A%xf;r/T 70... UP THIS SUMMER, BUT NOW..?
. xnow? HUH? WHAT A STUD! MAYBE |T'S SCHOOL,
A MAYBE /TS JUST

HIM, HE DOESN'T
KNOW...

You yusr
NEVER
ANOW...

"

‘,' %&"M‘“ suﬁ‘f\uﬁﬂ\l
i

Q

SOME THINGS HE DOES KNOW, FOR /NSTANCE: 2D TIPIN' TIPIN? HAVING Won A RAFFLE AND |\ YEAm, aND D10 YOU HEAR )
CHELO MAKES AN EVEN BETTER SHERIFF HAVING BECOME THE RICHEST IMAN IN THE COUN - ABOUT SOLEDAD? THEY MOVED
THAN SHE D/D A B/M-/:‘IDORA . AND THE OLD TY, HE WAS NO LONGER Ci ONSIDERED THE TOWN HIM TO /}NOTHER HOSPITAL,
SHERIFF? HE'S PUMPING GAS IN FELIX YO-YO! OF COURSE, THIS ONLY BROUGHT UPON AND HE'S GOT HIS VERY OWN
WHERE AT LEAST TWELVE CARS RUN ... NEW PROBLEMS FOR THE POOR FELLOW 7O NURSEZ? SHIT, MAYBE 1

OUGHT TO SHOOT SOME-
BODY, HUH?

HANDLE ...

4 ARE ALL THREE OF "EM
THERE TODAY, HERACLIO?
ARE THEY WAVING BACK?

\

/M GLAD, MAYBE
/1L SEEEM NEXT TIME,
HUH ? HEY, WELL, DON'T
STUDY 700 HARD, 7 WON'T.
GUY... SEE YOU LATER,
SATCH...

YEAH, 1
GUESS THEY RE
/N A GOOD MOOD

FORTY TWO
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A LlTTLE STOR , 0o BY G/LBERT "GODFATHER of SOUL" HERNANDEZ- 85

/ KNOW WHERE YOURE GOING/
/ KNow WHERE YOU'RE GOING AND
/M GONNA TELL. I'M GONNA
TELL-TELL-TELLY!

YOU SHUT
UFR, STUPID

YEAH! SHUT

AW, DON'T L/STEN
up! S'ID'LLP/D

70 HIM. HE'S JUST
JEALOUS ‘CAUSE HE
CAN'T E/%ME WITH

. o
-----------

HE'S GONNA TELL, PIPO! WERE
. GONNA GET IN TROUBLE! LETS
| JUST STAY HERE AND HAVE
] A GAME INSTEAD, OK--?

I
"

, \ "
“?ri( I H ll/

--AND [F YOU TELL ANY
GROWN UP WHERE WERE

THE EYEBALLS OUT OF
YOUR HEAD/

IT ISN'T EASY BEING
THE NEW KID ON THE
BLOCK ...

; r?%a‘i

Hul

g
e
g
§»
vs,

j‘._‘_lll il }H}f MJWIHLS {
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-
U HALLO, PIPOLINAY

11 ””(uﬂﬂﬂ

-

HALLO
MARTIN/

——

J;,mwl gL Loco LKES PIPo ..

MARTIN £, | 6co LIKES PIPO--
J

000H, Gross! IR AEE
SHUT UP? v

THAT GOOFY MARTINS
GOT AN OBVIOUS CRUSH
ON LITTLE PIPO. DO YoU THINK
HE MIGHT EVER...YOU KNOW,
00 SOMETHING?

AS HARMLESS As
A PUPPY...

NAW, MARTIN'S

WHOA, NOW THERE'S
A LONG FACE. WHATS
WRONG, SAKAHAFTEWA?

oo [ DON'T
GOT NOBODY TO
PLAY WITH..,

/F THERE'S ANYTHING /
CAN'T STAND ITS A MOPING
MALE. C'MON, I’'VE GOT A
REMEDY FOR LONG FACES!
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CHELO SOMEHOW HAD A WAY

KIDS FORGET
NGDoN'T LIKE
S.




HEY, /
VICENTE!
ISRAEL ! [OOK
AT ME! LOOK

I'M GONNA
CLIMB TO THE
TOP OF THE
WORLD?

SHES GONNA FALL--

7 /
SHE’S GONNA FALL- AW, C'MON, ISRAEL !

PIPO’'S THE BEST CLIMBER
/N THE WORLD, HUH,
JESUS?

HER UP WITH OUR LOVE.

PIPO WON'T FALL.
ME AND GOD WILL HOLD
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-~ WHY, JUST LAST WEEK WHEN
HERMALINDA LINDA WASN'T LOOKING,
THE BOTTLE OF FORMULA HER BABY
WAS SUCKLING WAS SWITCHED
W/TH A KETCHUP BOTTLE. AND
THERE WAS NO ONE ELSE
/N THE HOUSE/

ITS TRUE;
50 TRUE. OUR
TOWN OF PALOMAR
1S PLAGUED WITH
RESTLESS SPIRITS!

I

/T 15 THOSE ANCIENT STATUES
SITTING JUST OUTSIDE TOWN
WHENCE THE UNDEAD THRIVE!
STATUES CARVED BY A LONG
DEAD RACE WHO ARE ANGRY
THAT A TOWN HAS BEEN
BUILT ON THEIR LAND--

L/TTLE SATCH'S MIND
REELED WITH THE THOUGHT
THAT PIPO AND HER PALS
MIGHT BE IN DANGER !
NOW: TO TATTLE OR NoT
TO TATTLE...

iy
;/’/ ,

e s

7 7

( { CAN SEE MY
HOUSE! | CAN SEE
VICENTES HOUSE AND
ISRAEL'S HOUSE AND
VESUS'S HOUSE --

THEY WENT WHERE?
SATCH, ARE YoU SURE?
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GET HURT, CHELO.
PERHAPS | SHOULD

THEY coup Y

NOTIFY SHERIFF
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DK
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00.0.0 —_—V

BAH, SHERIFF BORRO WILL
ONLY BEAT THEM. I'LL FETCH
THEM MYSELF. THOSE KIDS/




7L \CENTE! . )
0! JESUS? i

| THERE You NP SHE- SHE FELL

ARE! WHERE'S ] OFF THE STATUE
PIP [ AND MARTIN EL LOCO
D\ WENT N AFTER |

OH, SHOOT, AND
] CAN'T SWIM A
STROKE «~-
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ALL RIGHT, SENORA,
A LITTLE LATER.

ll Ul 1 {

i

JIMENEZ. I'LL COME BY

I

|
i

)
“\ Ry .
PO N

WELL, MARTIN?
YOURE A HERO/!

N ‘l‘|" \

T
E}E' 'Tl',\\\\ \
N N \

“
W\ \\I

MARTING
A
HERO!

Al
i
!

\
\
'

|
1
1

i ' : I o
' //“\ r[llh"
DROPPED OFF TO SLEEP

SHE SAID THAT SHE
DIDN'T FALL FROM
THE STATLE ...

| l =
/ JUST BEFORE PIPO

...SHE
SAID SHE WAS
PUSHED.

ToO, CHELO.

7

| SAW THE DEVIL PUSH 1 WONDER WHAT
HER INTO THE WATER SO
ME AND GOD GOT HER OUT

OF THE WATER AND YoU

THEY WERE TALKING
AB0OUT..?

WE CAN'T HAVE
A GAME Now

WITH JUST
THREE
OF US.

ANy
|

i

‘ﬁ‘\ ' | '
<l

|

i

HEY! DO YOU WANNA
PLAY OR NOT?
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(? (lite
\
WHN"‘

I
4\ ﬂ'///"
—d N\

COH, THAT LITTLE N /< YOURE NOT SUPPOSED CTHERES NO FREE
BOY 15 CHOKING?) ) > 70 TALK TO CHILDREN, FOOD HERE, GAMIN! ~ /6o BoTHER il
S NN STRANGER ! ) A THE CHURCH!) ,' " l"l
(i
Al
")
I
HYAK!
7 < Your
FOOD [S
ROTTEN!
/ SMELL
7 7
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W 6ot

< You BETTER oz RiERY Al |
=H|"/ A G/ANT Bome ==

70 BLOW UP

LOOK LIKE

YOU SMOKE
MARIJUANA?

/////
el

AT ME!

N B P | O
.-/ LOCK YOUR DOORS Y=

AT NIGHT BECAUSE |~
JF SOMETHING GETS
STOLEN, DON'T 100K

THE WORLD.!Y 22

e

!

AN

<ONE
ADULT, ONE

CHILD,

PLEASE.D

<WE CAN HAVE
JCE CREAM AFTERWARDS

JF YOU LIKE.)>
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< AFTER ICE CREAM N
WELL GO'TO THE Toy
 STORE, ALL RIGHT?

< 7T N CHiLp
Him ! MOLESTER!)

”( “f(l..

mm.
'JM

W

U h

¥ i //// < swme?) Y7
” 4

"l [\MH

(l

I”{ : “

(<1iAR T Y8 1umaT DI You X7/ HE'S GOING To
CREALLY? SEE? THAT NEW BF ALL BloobY
SCARY ONEZ WAS WHEN HIS BIG
/T BLOODY?) BROTHER GETS
HIS HANDS ON
HIM, PIPOY
//

70c0¢
<

WE
TOLD YOU NOT
TO WANDER

</ WENTTO, |
THE MOVIES ! ﬂ
o (1 NEVER SEEN WN K
[l \OE BEORE 4 “““‘
1y,

“H“'\

i W' i»

u(!{ 1Ml
I "
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JEsus DoESK'T X< maRTIN EL Loco N\ (Aw Toco| [ Looks Like YoUR. 7 < THEYRE </ 1 DON'T
% Ve To Kijo W,  SAW THAT MOVIE AND N AWAY | | BROTHER “THINKS HE'S CHASING Sof ;Noﬂ WHAT
HE SAID IT WAS ABOUT FROM us TARZAN NOW, by v A
THE DEVIL AND THE END | BECAUSE HES ! THEY'RE ALL
OF THE WORLD.D, 700 SCARED PRETTY
70 1EARN . MAD!
HOW 7O ? 4
S 00K,
MISSED
ALMOST

Swim!

ulll| i
\\\

T
Gy

N7 < | WASN'T T0O < J'VE_HAD DREAMS |
(N?'YWAZTT cx yme ! ( Now SCARED TO LEARN ABOUT THE END OF THE
HiM 8Y HoW TO Wik, PIPO. ) wORLD AND 1 DON'T TELL
coA 7 / 7 Y//vG, NED ANYBODY HOW IT ENDS
You 6UYs! BECAUSE THEY MIGHT
Al ///////// GET T00 SCARED.
/ // POOM! /
/ 3 < AW, NOW
(< 5 HERE COME
THE coPS!

n'",

”I”

Y < 1'1L BET DURING THAT MOVIE
YoU COVERED YOUR EYES THE

WHOLE TIME, T0CO. >

< 1 SAW EVERTHING,
PIpO, EXCEPT | DION'T SEE
NO DEVIL, JuST BLooD
AND CHOPPING ? )

Il
'[[{(‘Hnll“

(“lh
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N, PADRE!
[ piNT 6TEAL Y X
NOTHING I SOMEBODY 4
WHo ToLD You THAT
1S ALIAR..!

Al

T

|

NO, MARTIN ... ONLY \
ASKED IF YOU HAD STOLEN )
ANYTHING SINCE YOUR /
LAST CONFESS/ON ... i

R
RRRRrEEERERRIEET=ER
v

—__EE—_—srTTTs=>
NN

-

7" SHHH...| KNOW, MARTIN,
" BUT THATS NOT REALLY A SIN. \
NOW, FOR YOUR PENANCE ...

| TOLD You EVERYTHING ABOUT MY | o, I'M FINISHED WITH
LAST COMFESSION AT MY LAST COMFESSION, GIrL!
COMFESSION, PADRE? EXCEPT ||~ "o TTA 00

CHORE?

|

MARTIN EL LOCO,

PEOPLE AREN'T SUP-
POSED 70 TALK LOUD
IN THE CHURCH,

<

NN

il

NANNNINN
IR
N

NN

NN
N
DR

DN

Nmama

N

NMNNRN

NN
S

NN

N

-

A\

NN

NN
SNNANNNNNN
N

R
“"

NN
N

4 b A

WHO'S TALKING LOUD IN
THE CHURCH? PADRE SHOULD
KIoK EM OUT!

WIARTIN EL LOCO - MAR TN EL LOE COE (THE CRAZY)
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HEY...DON'T GO CALLING
HIM MARTIN EL LOCO! HIS
NANME 15 JUST MARTIN

EVERYBODY
THAT CAN STILL
HEAR ...

EVERY BOOY

CALLS HIM
THAT,

raprRe?
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" FULLA GRACE.
THE (ORN NIN NINEE-

BLESSET ARNTHoOU
UMUM WOMEN -

Bh 4 A% Jﬂ

&'n/‘li ’H

.....

-

o

THAT 1S5 A SECRET BETWEEN YOU, GOO, AND
PADRE. OTHERWISE, YOUR SINS WON'T BE
STRICKEN FROM THE RECORD, BOY.

BUT JUST IN CASE YOUR
PENANCE HAPPENS TO BE
DOING SOMEONE A FAVOR ...
JUST A MINUTE.

THE WHOLE TOWN, OR
WHAT, BOY?

m v llllll llnlllllllllllllmll '/

YOU PRAYING FOR

NO, JUST ForR GoD! Y
[ GOTIA DO PRAYING, THEN,
FOR PENNASS. PADRE
TOLD M€ TO--

!/ ODON'T KNOW WHERE
THIS BOX CAME FROM. IT'5
BEEN SITTING IN MY ATTIC
FOR THE LONGEST TIME ...
COULD YOU GET RID OF IT

FOR ME, HM ?

wm"mﬂm

il Ul”ﬂ

& /

7 BAT-MA-ANNN-- . \
L poo-Deo D00-D0O
000- D00 DOO- DoO
000- D00 -~

WHAT ARE You
HOLLERING ABOUT
NOW, MARTIN?

Tk %ﬂm nlmdnlﬂh’”

BATMANY You KNOW.. BAT-MA-AAN..
000- 000 DOO-DA0 - [ SEEN
|TON THE TV- IN SAN FIDEO

"onCe! gAY PO

ALL RIGHT, ALL-
RIGHT, MARTIN.
YOURE QUITE
THE CROONER -
WHAT HAVE YOU

.":;-j""
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-
A Box! ABox A SENORA
[ DON'T KNOW GIVED ME
IT TO GETRID OF IT,
SHE SAID?

OH, THIS IS A
NICE DRESS ... NO,
THIS ONE --IT'S My
SIZE, 700...MM...

i
L

L Lol

i\ Free 0 Yous

YOU CAN WeaR I
SeNORAT 115 FoR

STOP, BY THE BATH HOUSE,
MARTIN. LUBA OR OFELIA
MIGHT FIND SOMETHING, OK?

\ o e
Y\

REALLY 2 OH, NOW
/ CAN LOOK SNAPPY

WHEN | FINALLY CATCH
THE SOUTHSIDE 8/SSY
BANOIT... NICE, NICE.

THANK YoU,
MARTIN...

[~

- JUST WANT TO
WARN YOU, OFEL/A,
THAT MARTIN EL LOCO 15
ON HIS WAY OVER. MIGHT BE
A GOOD IDEA TO GET YOUR-
SELF AND LUBA'S KIDS
HERE SOME COTTON
FOR YOUR EARS,
QUICK ...

OH, DON'T BE
SILLY, CHICO.
HERE, YOU LL TAKE
ROOM &IX. AND

DON'T SPLASH
SO MUCH!

=1

HEY, SENORA FELIA /
ARE YoU SITTING THERE
BECAUSE SENORA LUBA
|SN'T SITTING THERE

TODAY?

LUBA'S AT THE —
THEATER TODAY, MAR- \|

TIN. YOU KNOW TUES-
DAY'S MOVIE DAY.

‘ %/
WD

)
)

H/, GOOFBALL.
OFELIA, TELL MOM

I'M GOING TO RIRI'S
HOUSE FOR A LITTLE
WHILE, OK..?

| LIKE SENORA LUBA'S MoViE
SHOWS SOMETIMES BUT [ LIKE
BAT MAN ON'T-V. MORE BETTERS
BAT— MA -+ 59 teuo MaricelA O

i, : OK, HONEY. DON'T

"l STAY LATE. OH, WHAT A

s PRETTY ORESS ... /MARTIN,

4 é 'I, WHAT ARE YoU DOING WITH -~
4

/'/

00
AX/N v

LUBA- LOO ‘BAH | OFELIA- OH FELL' EE AH/ CHICO - CHEE KOE | MARICELA - MAR EE CEL
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ITS FOR YOU, SENORA
‘Lt FOR You AND PR
SENORA SHERIFF CHELO

PURDY DRESSES
FOR THE PURDY
LADIES --

AMNDROR SENORA LUBA!

WELL, | KNOW YoU
DON'T STEAL ... THANKS,
MARTIN. NOW | HAVE
SOMETHING TO WEAR
WHEN I'M SCRUBBING

L AH | CHELO - CHELL OH



DAMN
CRAPPY
MACHINE..!

How ABOUT THAT
ENDING? C'MON/!

AFTER THE
THEATER

IS CLEARED

(or AlL SIX

y

SIGH... | KNEW MY POOR OLD PROJECTORD
DIE ON ME SOONER OR LATER, MARTIN.
DAMN ... ANOTHER BILL! LOOKS LIKE I'M
GOING TO HAVE TO PUT OFF REPLACING
THAT OLD WATER HEATER FROM THE BATH-
HOUSE FOR A WHILE ... AGAIN/

BUTT ACQUAINTED WITH SALT
THANKS TO LILLIAN GISH AND
HER SHOTGUN, SO THE KIDS
LIVE HAPPILY EVER AFTER/

OK, MOVIE'S
OVER ! GOOD
DAY, FOLKS /

A
THE FRO ,
SENORA LUBAY

r'ROBBQT MITCHUM GETS HIS

3 =P . y
W q

NO NO, MARTIN! /TS AVERY
DELICATE MACHINE. ONLY AN EXPERT

J CAN REPAIR IT-- WHAT'VE YOU GOT THERE?

[ coued FIX N
THE PRONJECTOR,
You DON'

YoyR DRESS/?
FREE?

LET'S HAVE A LOOK. HM,  MARTIN, PLEASE!? 11L TAKE
NOT BAD. NOT GOOD, BUT-- CARE OF IT, REALLY S HERE, TAKE
HEY...THIS /S5 ... HM. YOUR DRESSES. C'MON, / WANT

70 CLOSE UP NOW/
OH, | COULDN'T

WEAR ANYTHING LIKE
THIS ANY MORE...MAYBE
WHEN | WAS A TEEN-
AGER, BUT...TSK.

DRESSES! SENORA
SHERIFF CHELO SAID
You WANTED ONE MAY-
BE FOR FREE ! gurmme

G/VE |T 70 SOMEBODY
ELSE. THANK YOU ANY-
WAY, MARTIN . C°MON ...
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THAT ,
MARTIN..

7\
N\

ﬂ-—-“? .2

i

TOWN, GUY...TS5K...

TCH! OH, SURE. THE BATH HOUSE
AND THE THEATER ISN'T HALF THE

ARCHIE RUIZ ... HMM. LAST TIME | SAW YOU, YOU
WERE ENGAGED 7D CUCA VIRTUDES BECAUSE YOU,
AH, GOT HER A LIT7LE PREGNANT, [RECALL ...

YEEEEEE --
SAME OLD LUBA;
NO PUNCHES PULLED
FOR THIS ONEZ

ARCHIE? ARCHIE RUIZ? WHAT
ARE YOU DOING HERE IN PALOMAR?
15 THAT YOUR CAR..?

/ HEARD YOU OWN-
ED HALF OF THIS HICK
TOWN, SO WANTED
TO SEE FOR MY-

YEAH,
ALL MINE . HEY,

4 UM, CUCA AND HER KID ,
ARE DOING FINE SOMEWHERE OON'T SEE MUCH
; OF THE OLO GANG ANY-
IN THE NORTH. SHE'S, UM, 4
MORE ... HEH, BUT I'M
MARRIED 70 SOME GUY et BT T
7 DON'T KNOW....

THE CLUBS, WEEK

DA

CHA CHA CHA

HELL, 1 REMEMBER
YOU ON THE DANCE
FLOOR, WONMAN. YOU
BROKE A LOT OF
HEARTS /N THOSE

Y5 AND ENDS ..

DAYS...

WNIGHT CLUBBING ...
THAT'S SOMETHING THAT

/ HAVEN'T...HM.
0 ARCHIE ...010"- AS A MATTER OF
YOU REALLY COME FACT, YES. LUBA ...

LUBA, COMEOUT WITH
ME TON/GHT. TO SAN
FIDEO. LETS GO ouT
OANCING, FOR OLD

TIMES SAKE.
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RuiZ - ROO EEZ’ [ CUCA VIRTUDES - KOO KAMH VEER Too ‘DEZ

TSK. /| NEVER WENT OUT
WITH YOU, ARCHIE ...

WELL, THEN WE'LL MAKE
UP FOR LOST TIME. C MON.
WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU
GOT OUT OF THIS DUMP TO

REALLY PARTY, HUH ?




WELL, 1 DON'T
ANOW.../--1"M
NOT...

ARCHIE . ..

l '~nm:ilii/7'lll"""

OH, THAT'S FOR KIDS,
/"M T0O--
TSK-..

MORE FUCKING
GORGEOUS THAN
YOU'VE EVER

BEEN, WOMAN.

ND THE GIRLS WILL BE OK

SURE THEY WILL ..
OFELIA’S STILL AS C‘OCK)’
AS SHE'S ALWAYS BEEN ..

SO, /'LL PICK YOU UP
AT NINE, OK?

YOU ARE

QELL...WELL, | GUESS OFELIA
A

Y NINE? 1 GO TO
BED AT TEN?

NOT
TONIGHT, HON.
OH, ALL RIGHT
THEN, E/GHT.
STILL LIVING
IN THAT, EH,

VAN :/

HELL NO! | JUNKED THAT N
THING YEARS AGO. Py PLACE

/S THE YELLOW HOUSE WITH
THE GREEN FENCE ... JUST
DOWN THE STREET.. BUT,
ARCHIE, | DON'T THINK --

SEEN HIM FOR -- BUT YOU AL-

ARCHIE RUIZ ? | HAVEN'T

WAYS SA/D HE WAS A
B/G DRIR LtUBAZ

NOT /N THAT CAR
HES NOT. HOPE THE
SHOES [ BORROWED
FROM COLOMBIA
DON'T HURT T00

DORALIS -DOOR AH LEES [ CASAMIRA ~ COSS AH MEER AH | GUADALUPE - WAH DAH LOO PEH
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GOT MARRIED !

e e S VD TS S ST

e S Ve A M S AT oS
2 K ~ 2 - ol

AND WHAT ARE YOU SUPPOSED TO WEAR,
GIRL ? THE DRAPES ? YOU GAVE ALL YOUR
NICE DRESSES 70 PIPO WHEN SHE

WELL, UNLESS YOU LIKE
SLEEPING IN THE STREET,
[ THINK YOU OUGHT 7O
THINK ABOUT IT:

OH, THEY DION'T
FIT ANY MORE AN YWAY....

BUT LOOK AT WHAT. [
GOT FROM MARTIN! =97

YEAH, | FOUND A NICE SUMMER DRESS IN MARTIN'S

80X, T00... 50 WHAT DO YOU EXPECT IME TO DO? STAY
HERE WITH YOUR KIDS WHILE YOURE OUT HAVING
A GOOO TIME..?

SOME TIMES LUBA CAN BE TOO CRUEL ...

= OH, YOU KNOW |/ DON'T
PMEAN THAT, HONEY... SEE
WHY | HAVE TO GET OUr'? I'M
BECOMING AN OLD B/ITCH BEF-
FORE MY TIME. 175 JUST FOR
TONIGHT, REALLY . ARCHIES
NOT EXACTLY MY TYPE, BUT
HIS [DEA OF A NIGHT OUT /5.
JUST TONIGHT, REALLY.
<

GUADALUPE! BRING ME
THE SEWING KIT, PLEASE!

DUM puM OApas ourt..
JUST TONIGHT...

11

:

EE:-ET-
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HEY, LADY --

HEY, YOURSELF, ISRAEL ! HOY, BONER! ESE ARCHIE?
HOW ARE YoU ? ESE KIkO! 15 THAT BETTY OR
VERONICA?

DZ=0OZ> O

“&

OR\

Ao
NS

R
0N
0}
S
N

1y

RN
SN XN

S

5‘(\

§§

[XN

VICENTE ! NOW, LOOK AT

HE DOESN'T LOOK TOO
you!? ALL SNAZZED UP...

BAD WITH HIS RIGHT EYE / |

N
FIXED UP...HM. 'l' R I §

GOD. / KNOW A LOT OF
THESE KIDS! AND A LOT
OF THE OLDER PEOPLE,

700. WAIT, 1S THAT..?

NO, TOO SHORT... / § l /
— (| O ‘\\ /

/'M ABOUT READY
FOR A DRINK. YOU?

\\\\/

‘

"y

l,,;;;;

P

7/ CAN'T BELIEVE HOW NOTHING LIKE
HEAVY SAKAHAFTEWA'S A GOOD LIVE

GOTTEN... J /STEM/ BAND? GRRRR -

THEY ‘RE
PLAYING LA
GUADANA"?

WELL, LET'S
GET 70
BUSINEss?

REMIND ME THAT
/"M GOING TO HAVE
70 GET COLOMBIA
CHACON A NEW

PAIR OF SHOES?

,’l

2%
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%
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L
7

20
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.
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X

L7
L7

L
A
o
4
2%
7 ‘Tb
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ISRAEL - EES 'RYE EL | KIKO - KEE KOE[ VICENTE - VEE SEN ‘TEH [ CHACON - CHAH CONE
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HOW ABOUT , !/ GUESS SHE '
THAT TRICK ARCHIE S - PROVES THAT TRUTH

WITH, EH ? ry 15 MORE FASCINATING
U0 THAN FICTION, AFTER

WIS 1S HER ELEMENT, 70
BQ'SURE... TONIGHT, LUBA |

/S SIXTEEN AGAIN/

g
B
V| ‘
4

|

ALL RIGHT, GIRLS, OFF 70 BED.
YOUR MOTHER WILL BE UPSET
/F SHE SEES YOU UP SO LATE.
GO ON. DON'T WORRY, SHE'LL
BE IN TO K185 YOU ALL GOOD
N/GHT, SO SCOOT !

4

.HIS KNEES SUDDENLY BENT
UNDER HIM, AS IF AN INVISIBLE

POWER OVERWHELMED HIM AT
A BLOW, WITH THE WEIGHT OF
HIS BAD CONSCIENCE --

1
WHEN ARE YOU |
GOING TO SEE HIM TOMORROW
X NIGHT ...
O 0.0 o
1o
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HOW ABOUT THAT LUBA, EH?

-- OUT DANCING, YET/

u,

wﬂl‘“

SHE'S OUT ALMOST EVERY NIGHT
OF THE WEEK WHILE HER DAUGHTERS
AND HER COUSIN OFELIA 51T HOME .

AND THAT DRESS SHE WEARS?

SHE'S FROM HOLLY WOOD OR SOMETHING?
1'M SURPRISED SHE HASN'T BEEN ARRESTED
FOR INDECENT EXPOSURE ! TSK ...

LIKE

th

POOR OFELIA. SHE
CAN'T LEAVE AND SUPPORT
HERSELF, NOT WITH THAT

BAD BACK OF HERS, SO SHE
STAYS QUIET AND PUTS UP

WITH LUBA'S CARRYING ON./
ONE CAN IMAGINE. ..

“ \'lll

THING SHE WELL PLEASES/

WOMAN'S GOT THE
DEVIL IN HER BRA!

SHHH ... HERE

COMES OFEL/IA NOW

WI/TH LUBA'S
GIRLS...

50 JUST BECAUSE LUBA " FOUR DAUGHTERS ﬂ " Gooo WELLO

OWNS THE MOVIE THEATER FROM FOUR DIFFERENT MORNING, MARICELA?

AND THE BATH HOUSE, SHE FATHERS AND SHE S OFELIA! ~ HELLO., HELLO CASAMIRA,

THINKS SHE CAN DO ANY- NEVER MARRIED! THAT DORALIS! HELLO GZ/% fa?u -

LADIES. SAY

HELLO.
DORALIS.

BABY...

AND WHERE DO YOU SUPPOSE

OF HERS., DOING GOD KNOWS
WHAT. SO EARLY IN THE
DAY, 700...COCHINA !

QSOLYRIGHTOG 1LEERT HERNANDEZ -19 84

LUBA 15 RIGHT NOW? PROBABLY
OUT WITH THAT ARCHIE BOYFR/IEND

THAT ARCHIE GUYS NOT

AND THAT CAR OF HIS --ROWR ?

S/GH ...1 WISH |
COULD WEAR HOLLYWOOD
ORESSES SOMETIMES.

SO BAD LOOKING, ACTUALLY...

A

TELLS ME THAT THAT ARCHIE
FELLOW HAS DEALINGS WITH
THE DEAD! THOSE TWO ARE

VERY RELIABLE SOURCE

ASKING FOR TROUBLE, IF

/I e

|

_> | ’{‘ l[l;

i
I
I,

" “ )ﬂ I

I
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ARCHIE AND LUBA GO
' l BACK A FEW YEARS, ITS L]
|  7TRUE, BUT DESPITE THE
il RurMoORS You mAY HAVE | ] I
HEARD, THEY 'VE NEVER |1l
BEEN LOVERS ...

'\ | 1ﬁl‘l [

I

|

THIS 1S PROBABLY ONE
OF THE REASONS WHY
THEY GET ALONG SO
WELL (IF NOT THE
REASON ) ...

—

THE WAY LUBA FLIRTS WITH THE OTHER GUYS THAT BUT WHEN IT COMES TO HITTING THE DANCE FLOOR ITSELF,

HANG OUT AT CLUBLAND WOULD PISS OFF ANY BOY- THOSE TWO CANNOT BE SEPARATED FOR THE WORLD ! SOME -

FRIEND; THEN AGAIN, ARCHIE 1S JUST AS BAD, SO... TIMES THE CHEMISTRY 1S JUST RIGHT FOR SOME PEOPLE,
Y'KNOW ? IN THIS CASE, THE COMBINATION 15 ROWR 7
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P

FORGET IT. THREE'S
A CROWD... | LIKE HAV-
/NG YOU TO MYSELF...
THAT 1S, 1'D LIKE ...
HAVING YOUPP/:‘R/OD.

/TS NOT FAIR TO OFELIA,
YOU KNOW...SHE SITTING
HOME WITH MY GIRLS ...
MAYBE WE COULD BRING
HER ALONG ONE N/IGHT.

...OK, WELL, HOW
ABOUT TAKING ME

HOME NOW, CHEETAH?
ITS GETTING LATE.

LATE? LATE?! THE
NIGHT IS YOUNG AND SO
ARE WE, SISTER... AND |

COULD USE ANOTHER

_
—— LTy

AWWWW... LUBA, WE BEEN GO/NG
OUT FOR ALMOST THREE WEEKS

NOW, WOMAN ...PEOPLE DON'T

LIVE ON GOOD NIGHT KISSES
ALONE ... KNOWWHATIMEAN,

Wﬂﬂm

I'VE GOT FOUR DAUGHTERS
ALREADY AND I'M NOT CRAZY

ABOUT HAVING FIVE ... BESIOES,
b, EVEN IF WE WERE ... SAFE...

/ STILL DON'T
KNOW YOU, ARCHIE ... §
NOT REALLY... m"m

‘ s
M Tl
mmlnn-u..’!, ' oy

}I ) )

”l!...!l.ﬂ_l,;m" E"|

"ln il '

CHILIBEAN ?

i) ey
GOT MONEY, 4ND | GOT A
M GOT MONEY, AND | GOT 4

JUST GET ME HOME IN ONE PIECE, ARCHIE ..?
OK? HEH... YOU PROBABLY COULDN'T
GET IT UP TONIGHT ANYWAY ... Oww Ww. .1t ,_
ARCHIE,
oLD 3@’;5 g R wWouLDp You
NO PUNCHES s Y LIKE TO MEET
V4 PULLED FOR 57 MY GIRLS ..
ANYONE ...

MEAN ...YEAH,
SURE ... HEH,
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NEXT DAY, IN SAN FIDEO,
WHERE ARCHIE WORKS .-

<

ARCHIE *

HEY, YOU
LEAVING EfRLY,

: , YEAH, ME AND JUNIOR GOING DOWN TO
GoF TS 5o arrhe || 7RavED HoURS, JoEY. PALOMAR TO SEE LUBA,
SORK e, Ll yoU HE OUGHT TO BE HERE HUH? FUCKER. HOW IN
o o BT ST OR 8 NOW..U* &upoa THE HELL DID YOU EVER
SEVEN..YEAH, OK, MOM. Be€ 8180 4 SWING THAT, MAN'? | MEAN,
OK, BYE BYE. I'VE BEEN TRYING TO TAKE
HER OUT FOR MONTHS
NOw, BUT SHE WON'T
EVEN HEARIT...

SOME GUYS GOT ITAND OTHERS - -
NAW, SERIOUSLY, I'VE KNOWN HER
FOR YEARS, JOEY...USED TO SEE
HER AROUND THE CLUBS UPIN

CALENTURA...SHIT, | GUESS THIS
WAS ABOUT TWELVE, THIRTEEN
YEARS AGO...

“LUBA AND HER FRIENDS USED TO HANG AROUND THE CLUBS BECAUSE, WELL, YOU KNOW
HOW TEENAGE GIRLS GO FOR OLDER GUYS...TROUBLE WAS MOST OF THE GUYS TREATED
EM PRETTY BAD, BEING THE HORNY DRUNKS THEY WERE, SO MEAND MY BUDDIES WENT
OUT OF OUR WAY TO TREAT THE GIRLS WITH SOME RESPECT... WE FELT KIND OF

SORRY FOR EM, THEM BEING SO YOUNG AND ALL ...

>
‘rﬂ’l

“THEY WERE NICE KIDS, BUT YOU KNOW HOW IT IS
TALKING TO SIXTEEN YEAR OLD GIRLS...AS GOOD AS
THEY LOOK, THERE'S NOT A WHOLE HELL OF A LOT
GO/NG ON BETWEEN THEIR EARS, Y'KNOW ...”
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BUT THAT WAS THEN ... NOW
SHE AND | GET ALONG REALLY
WELL ...VERY FRANK WITH ONE
ANOTHER ...EXCEPT | HAVEN'T

TOLD HER WHAT | DO FOR A
LIVING YET...!'VE SORT OF
BEEN PUTTING IT OFF ...

AAAAAH, ITS
THAT CORVA/IR YOU
ORIVE, | BET. THERE
ISN'T A WOMAN ALIVE
WHO WON'T GO OUT
WITH A GUY WHO
DRIVES A CAR LIKE
THAT. SIGH..THEN
THERES ME AND
MY VOLKS WAGEN.

—_—

Iu“""llll|lnumm




/ SENORA MEZA...OH. OH... |

DIDN'T KNOW SHE...HM. NOW |
WISH | COULD BE HERE WHEN
SHE COMES IN...BUT | PROMISED
LUBA ...HMMM... SHIT.

1/

WELL, I'M OUT OF HERE,
JOEY. GONNA TAKE HER AND
HER RUG RATS OUT FOR A
R/IDE TODAY ...

DON'T WORRY
ABOUT SENORA
MEZA, ARCH ...l 'LL
TAKE GOOD CARE
HER...YOU GO ON
AND HAVE A GOOD
TIMES

OH ARCHIE, BEFORE YOU
GO, | THOUGHT YOU MIGHT
WANT TO KNOW .../ THINK
SENORA MEZA 15 COMING IN
TODAY...AND THEY WANT
HER INAND OUT OF HERE
RIGHT AWAY...

gy,

| |||||m!'

||l||||l|||(||

o

YOU WILL TAKE GOOD CARE | v YOU RE NOT EXACTLY O/, AND DON'T TELL HER
OF HER, WON'T YOU, JOE Z |'M ¥ “COURSE | MY TYPE, JOE, BUT LUBA WE'RE MORTICIANS 'TILL

NOT QUESTIONING YOUR SKI/LLS, || MAY COMPLY..! SEE AFTER | GET A FEW DANCES,

BUT... HER FAMILY DESERVES WiLL, ARCH. You LATER.. OK? JUST IN CASE..”
/T...SHE WAS A GOOD ONE ... 5’552;55 A

HEY, UH, BY THE WAY...
YOU THINK IF | SHOW UP
AT CLUBLAND ONE OF THESE
NIGHTS, | MIGHT SNAG A
DANCE OR TwO..7

NO, MARTIN!
WHAT AM | GOING
70 DO WITH AN

UMBRELLA FULL
OF HOLES?

OK, /L SELL IT
FOR SIX DOLLARS
70 YOU, SENORA
SHERIFF CHELO !

--Ok, NINE!
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PUT /T OFF AGAIN, HUH ? | SUPPOSE
SHE HASN'T GOT THAT NEW WATER
HEATER FOR THIS PLACE YET
EITHER , HM ?

§ CoULD FIX
THE PRONJECTOR.
JCOULD...

NOW THERES A RARE SIGHT,
OFELIA... ALONE! HEY, THERE
ANY PARTICULAR REASON WHY
THE MOVIE HOUSE 1S STILL CLOSED

PROJECTORS

DOWN? LUBA PROMISED ME P F‘Z/TLZL O’L” g”f
€, ... LUBA
STEVE MQUEEN WEEKS AGO! AS GOING TO

HAVE IT FIXED,

mumm ;
9

) n| .
ru.!tt S

--NO, SO THE
HEALTH INSPECTOR'S
BEEN ON MY BACK
ABOUT IT BECAUSE IT
SEEMS TO GO /N ONE OF

LUBA'S EARS AND oUT
THE OTHER ... TSK.
THAT GIRL ...
.. THIS ALWAYS HAPPENS WHEN SHE FIR.ST\
GOES OUT WITHA GUY...SHE BECOMES ABSENT-

MINDED, GETS ALITTLE SELFISH, ACTS LIKE WHAT 00 ok
SHE'S SEVENTEEN OR SOMETHING ... I'VE )4 GIRLS ? GIRLS!

PUT UP WITH IT BEFORE AND | SUPPOSE
I'LL PUTUPWITHIT AGA/N ...

OH, SHE LL COME T‘{RNK --/LL PICK YOU
AROUND ... SHE ALWAYS U, UP TOMORROW NIGHT

DOES, ITSJUST THAT IT Yo
MAY TAKE LONGER THAN ARCHIE! AT EIGHT, LUBA?

USUAL ... | THINK LUBA
LIKES ARCHIE MORE
THAN SHE ACTUALLY
REALIZES...

N

75K-GUY-rorm!
1 OION'T SAY THAT!
7SKk-GUY..!

SO, WHAT DO YOU THINK OF OH, SO YOU THINK
ARCHIE, MARICELA? YOU DION'T HES A B/G DRIR EH?
LOOK ToO COMFORTABLE WHEN
HE TRIED TO JOKE W/TH YOU...

Pl

WELL, 7O BE
HONEST, THATS
WHAT | THOUGHT
OF HIM WHEN
WE FIRST
MET...

1

CZ}_ \,
%A /'- ””""llﬂmn.
"nl/ -

Q7 '//,,9 /
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. \WHEN | WAS ABOUT
SIXTEEN, STILL LIVING
UP NORTH IN CALEN -
TURA, MY FRIENDS
AND | USED TO HANG
OUT AT THE CLUBS
THERE (AS DINGY
AS SOME OF THEM
WERE )... WE JUST
LOVED THE MUSIC

SO MUCH ... [ JIUST
LOVE LIVE MUSIC...
SOME OF THE GUYS
WEREN'T TOO BAD
EITHER... SOME, |
SAID. ANYWAY, WE
NEVER HAD ANY
PROBLEM GETTING
INTO THE CLUBS ...WE
LOOKED OLDER FOR OUR
AGE, | SUPPOSE...HM.
WE'D DRESS UPIN
CLOTHES 1’0 BETTER |
NEVER CATCH YouU
WEARING, GIRL ...

.- ‘-lﬂm‘

TS~
Y ARCHIE AND HI5 GANG WERE REGULARS OF THE CLUBS... “THEY USED TO BUG THE HECK OUT OF US, ALWAYS
THEY WERE THE CREEPIEST GUYS I'D EVER MET. | MEAN, ASKING US OUT AND STUFF...ESPECIALLY RUDY ! HE
THEY WERE THE TYPE OF GUYS WHO TRY TO IMPRESS YOU BY WEVER DIO LET UPON ME...AND | NEVER DID GO OUT

DESCRIBING THE DETAILS OF A BAD FACTORY ACCIDENT OR
OTHER PLEASANT THINGS LIKE THAT. YEAH, GROWN MEN ..."

./ NEVER
SAW THEM
ONCE WITH
DATES ... HA
HA... POOR
GUYs...

SO HOW WAS | TO KNOW
1’0 BE GOING OUT WITH

ARCHIES..NICE. | DIDN'T

MEAN TO MAKE HIM S5OUND SO K‘UB Koo Koo-.

";’;;':’g Rg;?:",(TEEN BAD, BUTHES JUST A...A YOURE ALL A
q A FRIEND...! COULD NEVER @ BUNCH OF DIRTY,
GET SERIOUS WITH HIM. STINKIN; WANKING
VOYEURS, THATS WHAT
.../ DON'T YOUARE! YEAH,
THINK.
oS-
®, @
(N4
=
| —
-
£ X
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WELL, I'M NOT EXACTLY
SURE WHAT A HANOLER'
15...BUTIF YOU'RE GOING
TO BE SO GOD DAMNED
MYSTER/IOUS ABOUT IT+- ‘

OWW... YOU GONNA
GET SORE NOW ? OK,0K !
SEE, A HANDLER! HE -

iy

:

]
o
Ay
0o

OK, ARCHIE, NOW ITS YOUR
TURN TOTELL ME ABOUT YOUR-
SELF... ALL | KNOW IS THAT
YOU LIVE WITH YOUR MOM
AND THAT YOU'RE IN THE
‘COSMETICS ‘BUSINESS ...

RIGHT. SO, LIKE
[ SAID, WHAT'S
THERE TO KNOW ?

S
oo
sl |

0AMNS WHO'S THAT
COOKIE DANCING W/ITH THE
SHRIMP OVER THERE?

HAR HAR ! FUCKING
JOE ; GETS ALL BENT
OUT OF SHAPE WITH

JOEY ! HEY, LUBA, THIS IS MY
GOOD BUDDY AND PARTNER IN

CRIME, JOEY SALDANA ... . :
, : YEAH, WE'VE WOMEN../ THERE OUGHTA BE
‘ MET. OK, JOE. YOU'VE A LAW!
FINALLY GOT ME.

LET'S GO.

/ DUNNO, BUT |
WANT /N ON THAT
SHITS

NAW, SOME SOUTH-
S/DE BOYS GOT DIBS ON
THE NEXT E/GHT DANCES

AND SHE AGREED...80Y,
1 ALMOST PASSED OUT FOR
A SECOND THERE ...

SMATTER, JOE? DID
THE KITCHEN GET TOO
HOT FOR YOU? HA !

/T°S PAST JUNIOR'S
BEOTIME, SENORA, /'lL
TAKE IT FROM HERE ...

Nl

)

nmnm nuumu,

=
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SOUTHSIDE BRO.S, EH ? 7 DID | TELL YOU | USED TO HANG OUT WITH HER SONS
HEY, JOEY... SENORA MEZA.
SHIT, LET HER, LET HER ... YOU DID A GOOD JOB ON HER WAY BACK WHEN, JOE? YEAH... SHE WAS REALLY CRAZY...
THEY RE HER TOES " HEH -+ DION'T YOU? SHE --HER FAM- ALWAYS GOOFING AROUND . NEVER EVER SAW HER
ILY DESERVES IT. Y KNOW... MAD, OR DEPRESSED, FAR AS | CAN REMEMBER ...
‘ SHE USED TO SING THIS ONE SILLY SONG TO
US ALL THE TIME ... WHAT WAS IT?

7

OH, THE, UH, FAMILY
DECIDED TO CREMATE
AT THE LAST MINUTE,
SO / NEVER REALLY
SAW HER, ARCH.

DOUM PUM... NO, WAIT.

U

)

O T
= o O =2
OQOO —

it it

H“,'”H“““”m‘]
/, \] '\ N

D/

O "‘
LD o? <

[F ™

0

| ~ )
e

(

o~

U

WONDER
WHAT SHE EATS
FOR BREAK-
FAST ? OTHER
WOMEN?

WILL YA LOOK WHICH REMINDS ME,
AT THAT NUMBER ? 1 HEAR THE CANTALOUPES
/F SHE DOESN'T ARE VERY GOOD THIS
WATCH IT, SHE'S YEAR --HYUK!
GONNA LOSE ALL
HER TEETH/!

OH OH, A FAST SONG. /'D
BETTER RESCUE LUBA FROM
THE ANIMALS ...HEY, DID |
TELL YOU ABOUT LUBAS
DAUGHTERS, JOE ?

GORGEOUS ...

HEY, HOwW ABOUT
DANCING WITH A REAL
MAN, SUGARHIPS?

YEEESH! IF | TOOK HER.
HOME TO MOM, MOM'D SELL
THE COW AND STICK HER
IN THE BARN -~ HAR *
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4

T

! JUST

YOU WERE --
ABOUT FALLING O

-~ SHOWING OFF.

YOU WEREN'T

gl

OF YOUR DRESS..!

OANCING,

OH, COME ON, IN
THAT DRESS, YOU --

--You
ToLD ME YoU
LIKED THIS
DRESS .
ARCHIE !

’

©
N

OH, SO ALLOF A

k5)
S
X
2
%
R
2
y
I
9
X
<
®:
W.
=2

WRONG ..? | WAS ONLY DANC
YOU BRING ME HERE TO DANCE ..

PROVE OF GOD'S DESIGN
FOR MY FIGURE ANY

SUDDEN YOU DON'T AP-
MORE, EH?

OA...

mmmm

—1
—
—
—
—
—
—
N

SSSSSSINSSSNASS

PUT THIS ON,
FOR CHRIST S SAKE --
. .IF YOUR GIRLS

COULD SEE YOU...

OHHHH...THAT
WAS A GOOD IDEA ...
LIKE A BOILER IN THERE ...
HM...LOTS OF CREEPS
HANGING OUT
TON/GHT...

RS
|

S

RO
AN
X

N

Ry

—_— ]

Ay
N
A\

Wl
////// //_,/

9 M il
AT

\

ALL RIGHT,

ARCHIE. TAKE
ME HOME . NOW.

THOSE GIRLS DESERVE

8uT--

.

YOU 'VE GOT FOUR GIRLS AT HOME,

WOMAN! THEY DESERVE BETTER THAN YOU --
YOU SHOWING YOURSELF OFF LIKE A--A--THEN

®

A\

/-1 ..

YOU DON'T THINK PEOPLE ARE SAYING SHIT,
WHEN --{ KNOW [ BROUGHT YOU HERE IN THE

FIRST PLACE,
BETTER THAN THEIR MOTHER ACTING --
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HEY, LUBA ...1"™M SORRY ...
CMON...I...LUBA !

MOM, WHAT'S

THE MATTER..? )
OH, MOMMY'S GOT A

LITTLE TUMMYACHE,
SWEETHEART. ..

OID OFELIA READ
70 YOU GIRLS
TONIGHT ?

/LIKE JEAN VALJEAN, MOM, I'M

YES! TONIGHT JEAN
GONNA MARRY HIM SOMEDAY...

VALJEAN CARRIED MARIUS

i)
THROUGH THE SEWERS rco...ano | [N EVENIE{ DON'T UNDER STAND illuy,
FOR MILES AND MILES ... | COMPLAIN / THE STORY 50 GOOD... -
l AgouT 1Y ! PMMMMM ...
PROBLEMS. YOU AND ME

I— BOTH, SWEET-

HEART ...

11/,
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TONIGHT, ARCHIE RUIZ'S M/ND IS NOT
ON THE UNDISCLOSED CORPSE THAT
PATIENTLY AWAITS HIS ATTENTION...
NO, IT 1S ON A RECENT BLUNDER HE
WILL HAVE TO LIVE WITH A WHILE ...

1]
[

--1 MEAN, HELL, PEOPLE MUST
THINK YOU'RE A--A HOOKER, THE
WAY YOU ACT SOMETIMES --/

/"M SORRY, LUBA. )
/... AW, SHIT.

Y ALL RIGHT, =
ARCHIE. TAKEME ).
! HOME. NOW.

2S5/GH? OK, SENORA.
LET'S SEE WHAT YOU
LOOK LIKE...

COPYRIGHT® G 1LEERT HERNANOEZ ~( T84
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ARCHIE? Ay mmnn... UH, NOTHING,
ARCHIE, WHAT MOM... HEH... JUST-JUST
/S 1T, M1 HIJO? A SILLY DREAM, THAT'S

ALL..HEH...HMM ...

71/1
i

WELL..! WELL, SHE MUST BE
QUITE A GIRL TO GIVE MY ARCHIE
BAD DREAMS... | WARNED You
ABOUT THOSE TRAMPS THAT
HANG AROUND THE CLUBS
YOU ALWAYS GO TO...

THEY CAN GIVE
THE DEVIL HIMSELF
NIGHTMARES ...

. YOU SHOUTED
LUBA, ARCHIE...
WHO'S LUBA?
HUH?

/ DID..? OH, WELL, UH,
LUBA’S JUST A WOMAN
[/ USED TO KNOW,
MOM...NOTHING ...

/

//
/ // ///é i //// /

NOW, SOMETHING LIKE THIS
HAS NEVER HAPPENED TO
ARCHIE RUIZ BEFORE :

TS BEEN A FEW

DAYS OR S0 SINCE HE

AND LUBA HAD THEIR LITTLE
PARTING OF THE WAYS ...

ARCHIE FIGURED THAT WAS THAT,
YOU KNOW, OTHER FISH INTHE
SEA AND ALL THAT STUFF...

WELL, THIS NIGHTMARE
SEEMS To HAVE CHANGED
HIS MIND ...

HE HASN'T HAD A NIGHTMARE
SINCE HE BECAME A
MORTICIAN FOURTEEN
YEARS AGO...
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POOR LUBA...FIRST SHE HAS
MEANWH’LE> TO CLOSE DOWN HER MOVIE HOUSE
BACK IN BECAUSE HER PROJECTOR CROAKED;
PALOMAR" NOW, HER BATH HOUSE TOO, BECAUSE
THE WATER HEATER EXPLODED../
7SK...IT'S A MIRACLE NO
ONE WAS HURT...

SHE DOESN'T KNOW
ABOUT THIS YET. AND |
DON'T WANT TO 8E

AROUND WHEN
SHE FINDS OUT--*

i mu%

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ W,
Ry

AW,
I
AN

INNINY - R UU

SPEAKING OF YOUR MOM, MARICELA;
WHERE 1S SHE RIGHT NOW 7

SAN FIDEOQ, HM? ISN'T
THAT IWHERE HER BOYFRIEND
ARCHIE LIVES?

THEY'RE NOT
GOING OUT NO
MORE. | THINK
THEY HAD A
FIGHT, BUT SHE
WON'T TELLUS "4

SHE TOOK THE BUS
TO SAN FIDEO TO SEE IF
SHE COULD GET SOMEBODY

7O FIX THE MOVIE PROJECTOR,
CHELO. SHE MIGHT BE GONE
FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS.
CASAMIRA, STOP--/

CASAMIRA,
™ TEI.L/N§

~ = = .
> &

-~ /

HUH. | GUESS THAT MAKES
HER COUSIN OFELIA HAPPY,
EH? | MEAN, NOW THAT YOUR
MOM 1S HOME NIGHTS AGAIN,
OFEL/A DOESN'T HAVE TO STAY
HOME WITH YOU GIRLS
ANY MORE ...

YOU CAN NEVER AND 50, AT LUBA'S HOME ...

TELL WITH OFELIA .
SHE ALWAYS LOOKS SENORA
_OFELIA!

MAD NO MATTER
Tl

MARTIN EL LOCO, YOU'RE
NOT SUPPOSED TO YELL

WHEN OFELIA'S TRYING
TO REST, MOCO BRAIN!

WHAT, Y'KNOW.

THE EXPLOSION
SCARED THE DAYLIGHTS
OUT OF HER, SO SHE'S
RESTING AT HOME
RIGHT NOW.

CASAMIRA--!

"_‘! ALL RIGHT,

GUADALUPE.
WHAT IS IT,
MARTIN?
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I'M A EXPERT! I'M A EXPERT/

SAN FIDEO--

| NEED. THE KEYS MARTIN,

K ‘ SHE'S TOLD YoU AD ToLD ME | WAS A
ﬁ%\?rEENﬁgﬁsléyssAsgom gNDLngN f;ggg:r EM; SESTT' DDID YOU HEAR
“FELIA! M READY Cint 76k yugr| | ABOUT IT2 MY FATHER
TO FIX THE PRON- MACHINE. DIED DEAD!

JECTOR TODAY/
| GOT TOOLS!

OK, MARTIN, IF
YOU WANT TO FIX
SOMETHING SO BAD,
COME HELP ME UN-
STOP THE SINK.

SHE'S FROM PALOMAR. RUNS THE MOVIE
HOUSE THERE AND HER PROJECTOR'S OUT TO
LUNCH. SHE'S LOOKED THAT CATALOGUE OVER

THREE TIMES ALREADY. SHE FORGOT TO
. WRITE DOWN THE INDENTIFICATION NUM-

THE DOWNTOWN CAMERA RETAIL SHOP
IS WHERE WE DIRECT QUR ATTENTION...

ousroe N | [ LIS

1T, DORALIS.
I'LLGET YOU

HEY, WHO'S
THE INDIAN WITH

BERS OF HER MACHINE, SO THERE ISN'T
A WHOLE LOT WE CAN DO FOR HER .

 noT IN THAT'S IT, SENORA. I'M TSK, HERE! I'LL
HERE. GOT SORRY, BUT WE CAN'T SEND JUST DRAW THE
ANOTHER ? YOU A REPAIR MAN UNTIL WE DAMN THING -~

KNOW WHAT THE MAKE OF
YOUR MACHINE 1S.

h

YOU SHOULD
HAVE BROUGHT 4
YOUR MACHINE i
W/TH YOU, / / i /%; //!;,;l///’ﬂ('A
SENORA... / ,‘ vy / /,’//,////,

i
A
i Zl//////Z’/ﬂ//l
)
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OH,YEAH? AND PAY SR L /T 1S DORALIS FIRST TIME (N A CITY AS LARGE
EXTRA BUS FARE FOR ‘ ; AS SAN FIDEO, AND SHE IS IMPRESSED /NDEED!
THAT MONSTROSITY ? i THIS, THE CHILD DECIDES, 1S A PHENOMENON

THAT WARRANTS CLOSER SCRUTINY --

—m Qib\\w 18N
B AN}

f—
—_—

78
)

o

i

IN FACT, DORALIS 15 SO ENTHRALLED THAT SHE
DOESN'T REALIZE SHE IS WANDERING FURTHER AND
FURTHER AWAY FROM MOTHER'S DIVINE PROTECT/ON -~

oK OK, 50 | 57 UH, | THINK PERHAPS THE
f SENORA’'S LITTLE G/RL SHOULD

HM. I'VE NEVER NO, |
SEEN A PROJECTOR THINK IT'S 1'M NO FRIDA
THAT LOOKED LIKE A A TRAIN KAHLO, BUT GIVE ITATRY, EH?

MOOSE BEFORE... CAN YOU TELL -

THE MAKE OF
THE DAMN
THING !?
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REALLY... UST WORKING ...
GOI/NG OUT TO THE CLUBS,
AS USUAL ...YOU?

P

NI T RN
UH... NOTHING MUCH, \—

YEAH, HEH...LOT OF THE GUYS
AT THE CLUBS MISS YOU, Y’ KNOW.
ONE GUY TOLD ME YOU WERE THE

BEST DANCER HE EVER MET...

ol

i
i

Bl |

JUST CATCHING UP
ON THINGS AROUND

NUMBERS NUMBERS NUMBERS...
HOW IN THE HELL AM | SUPPOSED TO
KNOW...TSK. LET'S SEE...

‘ll,’,”mm“\llIllmu..,.
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A Fac
THE EIN

JEEZ-LOUISE, ITS STUFFY
IN HERE .. DON'T MIND IF |
GET COMFORTABLE, 00 YOU?




ARCHIE ... ARCHIE, LET'S
NOT...DO IT, OK? LETS JUST
PLAY...OK? THIS TIME..?

It ‘NI(\ il
"v’,’,j‘t,i H a‘ 1
1l u‘,[
\l “l, | i

) ' s ENORA LUBA, | GOT TOOLS
FIX THE PRONJECTOR/

ARCHIE,
DAMN IT

ARCHIE, DON'T- sTop--!
HE DOESN'T
UNDER STAND -

o '!ﬂ =

d
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WHAT DO YoU MEAN
WHO IS THAT
GuY.?/

LEAVE HIM ALONE!?

ARCHIE,
WiLL YOu
JUST SHUT UP
AND LISTEN
T ME?!

AWWW... SHIT. HOW
WAS | SUPPOSED TO KNOW
HE'S-- THEN THE GUY
COMES IN, LIKE --

OLOGIZE 22 WHAT--?
'l\g THAT RIGHT 2 AND
WHO APPOINTED YOU
MY MOTHER 2!

GO OUT THERE,
ARCHIE! Now/!

WELL, YOU'RE GOING
OUT THERE TO APOLOGIZE
TOHIM! RIGHT NOwW !
NOW, ARCHIE!

HEY... HEY,
GUY...1, EH, |
DIDN'T MEAN
7O DO THAT;

f‘\‘ud ”f% b
i

HEY, C'MON, DON'T...
DON'T DO THAT, MAN,
CMON...I'LL~+1'LL GIVE

YOU A COUPLE OF BUCKS.

HEY, How ABOUT A
RIDE IN MY SNAZZY
CAR? WHATTAYA SAY?

/ CouLD
FIXIT,
SENOR! |
/| CoULD
FIX YOUR
CAR!

THE BATH HOUSE X IT--
DAMN ! WHY-WHY- WHY?

WELL .. WELL, HOW
ABOUT A DATE SOON --
-<TONIGHT?

THANK
GOD NOBOOY

WAS

HURT--

HEY, LUBA ...
GUESS WHAT
1 DO FOR A
LIVING..?

I'MA
MORTICIAN.

YEAH.
CRAZY WORLD,
EH?
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CLUB YAK YAK --
Two OR THREE NIGHTS
LATER...

AW, CMON,
ARCHIE! ITS
GONNA BEA
BLAST!

I'LL BE HEA

NAW, YOU
GUYS GO ON
AHEAD ...1 THINK

HOME EARLY
TON/GHT.

THANKS
ANYWAY.
LATER!

DING

HELLO, ARCHIE ...
BUY ME ADRINK?

UH, SURE , ESTHER . TOM, FIX
HER UP, HUH? A ‘GUADANA ,OK?

HOW CUTE. YOU
REMEMBERED.

rWELL ! THIS ISN'T THE ARCHIE

MAYBE YOUR MOM ...

[ USED TO KNOW. YOU'VE NEVER YOU'RE

CARRIED A TORCH FOR ANY PUSHING IT,
)

G/RL BEFORE .. EXCEPT FOR KID. YOU ARE

REALLY --AAH!

YOU'RE NOT
WORTH THE
EFFORT--{

SO...WHATEVER HAPPENED TO

THAT ONE GIRL YOU WERE GOING

OUT WITH, ARCHIE ? YOU KNOW,
THE ONE WITH THE THREE HEADS ?

|

_
P _‘h:ﬁ_ —
= L= =9
oS = = <8
i = [
( a A 6
§ \e O L ) &
4 f . \
|
i | \
HEY, C'MON--
DON'T TALK LIKE
THAT..! SHE’S ...NOT
THE CLUB TYPE,
THATS ALL ...

CONSIDER YOURSELF LUCKY,
BOY. NOT MANY PEOPLE HAVE TWO
MAMAS TO TAKE CARE OF THEM ...
ONE TODO THE COOKING AND THE
OTHER TO REALLY COOK, HUH?

THANKS
FOR THE
DRINK !

ACT OF CONTRITION | 97



F DO YOU ALWAYS
ASSOCIATE WITH SUCH
LOWLIFES, MR. RUIZ?
MYSELF EXCLUDED,
OF COURSE.

RTRSN
NN

N
W

NS
NN
SNNNSOARONN

D

WELL..! THAT'S PROBABLY
THE MOST POLITE COMPLIMENT
/'VE HAD SINCE | WAS A
YOUNG GIRL ... .

A\Y
nEnas

)
_
)
=,

5

UH...IT,UH,
SURE IS, HUH?
GOSH, YoU LOOK--

LOVELY...

OH, DON'T BE
SCARED. ITS REALLY
ME...SEE?

i {

D

YOU'RE A MAN OF QUESTIONABLE
JUDGEMENT AT TIMES, ARCHIE, BUT
/ THINK | CAN LIVE WITH THAT --
AND YOU DON'T LOOK
50 BAD YOURSELF..!

Tt

YOU, UH, SEEM
PRETTY HAPPY...UM,
THINGS GOING WELL
FOR YOU, HUH..?
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WELL, | STILL HAVEN'T
GOT MY PROJECTOR FIXED,
AND I'M ABOUT THIS CLOSE
70 GOING TO JAIL FOR
THE WATERHEATER
ACCIDENT...




. .WHILE DORALIS HAD JUST ABOUT
CUT HER FINGERS OFF PLAYING WITH
A KNIFE, 8LOOD ALL OVER ...

[BUT TODAY, AS ! SAT
IN MY KITCHEN ...

WHILE GUADALUPE
AND MARICELA FOUGHT
LIKE A MARRIED

COUPLE . ..

...WHILE OFELIA STORMED FROM
THE HOUSE BECAUSE OF CASAMIRA’S
BELLOWING ... SHE'S GOT COL/C,
MY POOR BABY ...

AS | SAT THERE,
! KEPT THINKING OF
ONE THING ...

OVER AND
OVER AGAIN ...

ARCHIE ... YOU DO e
WHAT FOR A LINVING ?
p— -

)

\//,»\
e
tp

N
-

5~
q‘@f\\\{
‘"/\.

AT s

D

@

V) 74

WELL...AS LONG AS |
NEVER HAVE TO V/ISIT YOU | L WELL..! IT APPEARS
ANOTHER [NSTALL-

i
<

AND WHAT 1S LUBA'S

REACTION TO ARCHIE’S AT WORK, WE'RE DOING
CHOSEN PROFESSION ALL RIGHT... ARE YOU MENT OF HEART-
- SURE YOU WASHED BREAK SOUP HAS RUN
YOUR HANDS ? /TS COURSE - - SO
HOW ABOUT WE END

THIS ON A HAPPY
NOTE FOR ONCE ..?

. UNTIL
NEXT TIME ...

The END
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WHILE OFELIA'S BUSY,
DORALIS, | WANNA SHOW
YOU SOMETHING SCARY THAT
MARTIN EL LOCO TOLD ME

NO..! | DON'T
WANNA BE SCARED,
GUADALUPE !

[

i

ITS NOT
SCARY SCARY?
/TS FUNNY

SCARY'S

4 SEE THAT TREE ? WELL, A LONG, N

LONG TIME AGO A LADY DIED, AND
THEY BURIED HER RIGHT THERE...
THEN THE TREE GREW ON THAT
SAME SPOT!

WAS
SHE A
PRINCESS?

BRUJA - BRE W HAH { WITCH I/J

100 | HEARTBREAK SOUP



YES! AND NOW THE
BRUJA'S GHOST LIVES
INSIDE THAT TREE ALL

SAD AND LONELY...

WAS SHE
A SKINNY
BRUJA?

v‘
ANYWAY--!
LA BRUJA GETS
VERY LONELY ALL THE
TIME, SO SHE LIKES TO
TALK TO PEOPLE.

SKINNY?
WHY?

SO SHE
COULD FIT IN
THAT SKINNY

TREE!

GHOSTS AREN'T SKINNY o&aq
FAT, KNUCKLEBRAIN/ THEY'RE
GHOSTS Y TheY COULD FIT
ANYWHERE THEY WANT/

HELLO, SENORA
BRUJA ! ARE YoU
LONELY TODAY?

HEAR THAT? SHE SAID
YESSSSS...SHE CAN ONLY
WHISPER NOW SINCE

SHE'S SO OLD.

YOU ASK HER
SOMETHING,
DORALIS.

N-No!
SHE'LL GET
MAD--

SENORA BRUJA,

WILL YOU GET MAD IF
MY LITTLE SISTER ASKS
YOU SOMETHING ?
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SEE? SHE SAIDN--

OFELIA'

SENORA BRUJA ...
/'LL BET YOURE JUSTA
BIG FAT GREASY WATER-
BUFFALO FART WHO CAN'T
EVEN HURT A TEENY
BABY FLEA..Y

SHE SAID
YES/ SHE SAID
YES!

--BUT SMART-ASS
LITTLE GIRLS ARE A
DIFFERENT STORY/

FELIA-!
OYOW'

OH, BETO, YOU MEAN
OLD DRUNK ! WHAT DID
YOU DO THAT FOR?

A BRUJA
MADE ME DO
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WOW/! YOU LOOK YEAH...OK. | GUESS HEY HERACLIO!
BEAT, GUY? WHAT You !/ AM PRETTY TIRED ... ? pULL UPA A COUPLE
NEED IS A COLD ONE AT PFPO. 5 OF COLD ONES,
LALI'S. I'LL BUY. STOOL! 1.,70 [Lt/‘IA/‘;EYOU

PLACE LOOKS
WEIRD IN THE
DAY, HUH?

........

’ CRAZY HUH? CRAZY WHO..? ITS NOT THAT FAR ... BESIDES,
GOOGANHAN / COULON'T MOVE. MY WIFE LOVES
OUT BACK AS HEY, YOU LOOK ALL TORE THIS PLACE WAY TOO MUCH ...

UP, GUY. YOU SICK?

MAYBE YOU OUGHT
TOFIND WORK HERE
/N TOWN, GUY ?

T TK

USUAL, LA LI?
AW, HE'S NOT
' SICK. ITS THAT

J E @ COMMUTING TO SAN

i IH)H” UHHHmnnu ‘i U'”“ rlogo s

THAT'D WEAR ANY-

BOOY OUT.
! ;

N

/‘A

~ Q)

NOW WHERES A GUY WITH
HERACLIO'S BRAINS AND ED-
UCATION GONNA FIND DECENT
WORK IN THIS ... THIS mWN?Jl{

COPYRIGHT @ GILBERT HERNANDEZ~/? 8%
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AW, /'M PROBABLY JUST
COMING DOWN WITH SOME-
THING, GUYS. WELL, THANKS
FOR THE BEER, PEPO ...

NO...HUH/! NEVER
NOTICED IT BEFORE .
GUESS | BUMPED MY-

SELF WITHOUT
KNOWING IT...

ANYTIME, ANYTIME.
REMEMBER TO DRINK
LOTS OF SOUP, OK?

HEY...YOU TRYING
TO GROW ANOTHER
HEAD, HERACLIO?

THAT S NO ORDINARY
BUMP, GUY. IT'S MORE
LIKE A GROWTH OR
SOMETHING .

COUSIN LENCHO HAD
SOMETHING SIMILAR
ON THE BACK OF HIS
NECK. RIGHT HERE.

NOPE. DIED
BEFORE A DOCTOR
EVER SAW HIM.

PUT SOME ICE
ON IT! /MAYBE IT LL
GO DOWN THAT

()
ol b
ullu g
L e [ i

--"BEFORE IT'S ToO
LATE ... COMFORTING
WORDS, INDEED.

NO! GET A DOCTOR
TO HACK IT OFF...BEFORE
175 TOO LATE?

.h

BB
‘}“@“ m

Aw, ITS
ONLY A SILLY
WEN, THATS
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WHOOP! DION'T KNOW You
WERE HERE, TONANSIN. WHERE'S
MY BLUSHING BRIDE ?

YOU SING
LIKE A FROG,
HERACLIO.

HE ONLY TALKS
LIKE THAT WHEN
HE WANTS

SOMETHING ...

'

|

CARMEN -CARMEN-CARMEN .
YOU ARE A WELCOME SIGHT
7O THE SE WEARY EYEBALLS,

’[“.“l‘ !

QUERIDA. ..

AND YOU
ARE A SIGHT
PERIOD! WHAT'S
THE MATTER,
SWEETHEART ?

1-1°r1 NOT OOOH...THAT FEELS HEY. IT’S JUSTA
FEELING TOO WONDER? WHEN PRETTY STRANGE ... WEN, THAT'S ALL. I'VE
WELL, HONEY. OID YOU START YOU BETTER SEE DR. PROBABLY ALWAYS HAD
MY HEAD CARRYING MT. FUJI ZUMAYA. SOON ! IT; JUST NEVER

HURTS... AROUND ON YOUR NOTICED, OK?
HEAD? \ 7ICE

— WELL, YOU'VE
GOT A SLIGHT
FEVER ANY WAY,
SO IT's OFF TO
BED WITH You,
SENOR.

il
TRy 10 GET SorE \|lll
SLEEP, OK? /1L BEIN “'
it

LaTeR witH SoME |
HOT SOUP. i

HE'S SUCH A AREN'T MEN SUCH WHO KNOWS ? MAYBE THIS EVENING COMES, AND THIS NIGHT HERACLIO FINDS
BABY. HE WON'T BABIES, THOUGH ? WILL GIVE HIM A REASON TO GET SLUMBER A [ENITY MOST ELUSIVE ...
6oT0A00cTOR H 56 wWiAT DO YoU A CHECK UP. HE HASN'T HAD

UNLESS ITS AT
GUN POINT.

ONE IN SEVEN YEARS/

Y\ THINK THAT BUMP
1S, CARMEN?
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=" WELL WE BLEW THAT, e
=== | GUESS HE SHOULDN'T

HAVE SEEN THE DOCTOR )

WHAT IF [T
1S SERIOUS?

WHAT [FMY LIFE
IS IN DANGER?

el

SOMETIMES ...
SOMETIMES PEOPLE
Go 710 BD VERY T/IRED )|l “ i
AND NEVER WAKE UP-- gl I

)

' ’ ’ ‘l “”]ﬁ‘li, ﬂéyfi /060‘?%2
| W |mwlfmmwm

Tl
i
il
i
“'”Wi

I
W! I

i

AAAH, ITS ONLY

A WEN. MAKING SUCH
A B/G DEAL OVER
NOTHING, TSK.

/-1 CAN'T HAVE AN OPERATION.. I'LL NEVER
REGAIN CONSCIOUSNESS! I'LL SLIP INTO A
COMA .../ CARMEN WILL CALL MY NAME AND
1'LL SEARCH THROUGH THE BLACKNESS FOR
HER VOICE AND HER VOICE WILL FADE AND /'LL
SEARCH AND SEARCH -- NOPE ! NOT WORTH
THE RISK. BUT THEN AGAIN,
IT'S THE BUMP THAT MIGHT
KILL ME /N THE FIRST
PLACE! THEN AGAIN --

1

), 7 /,
o
0

=N
N

S

4
7

/ MISSED YoU J PROMISE ME YOU'LL HAVE THAT
!/ MISSED YoU TOO, QUERIDA. SILLY BUMP LOOKED AT TODAY, OK?
LAST N/GHT. GUESSILL BE YOURE GONNA WORRY ME ...
GOING TO WORK
TODAY AFTER

HEY CUTIE!
How DO YOU
rd
FEEL NOW'? MILLION

RUBLES,
ANGEL ”

LIKE A

KNOW WHAT,
CARMEN? YOU

WORRY TOO MUCH.
-~ALL RIGHT, KID.
/ PROMISE .
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......

WELL, | MISSED THE BUS. SO
THERE'S NO TURNING BACK ...
MOAN...| FEEL EVEN
WORSE THAN EVER ...
-~PROMISED QUERIDA
1'D GET THIS THING®

[
"‘t |mhl‘im\

LOOKED AT TODAY...

(i

o ’ S

_ ”i@lﬂiﬁ{liiulzlm_lmtllmflulllﬂlll

COME IN...
I'VE BEEN
EXPECTING

YOU HAVE COME FOR MY HELP.

WHAT 1S IT YOU THINK | CAN DO
FOR YOU THAT YOUR PHYSICIAN
CANNOT, YOUNG MAN ?

HOPEFULLY
YoU WON'T

! 2 ONE, ISN'T HE? YES, INDEED--

SAY NO MORE. FIRST, | WILL DIAGNOSE j
YOUR AILMENT BY MERELY PROBING THE
BUMPS ON YOUR HEAD -- 00P! NOW HERE S

A DANDY SPECIMEN...MY, HES A BIG

N
/ 3N
~ DS
~ DN
S 2 WX
SN
NN
NSRS
N

OWN D/SCRETION ...

THEN YOU'RE
SAYING YOU'RE
AFRAID TO RE-
MOVE IT?

WHAT? THAT GORGEOUS
CONVEXITY REMOVED ? BUT
WHY2 IN SOME PARTS OF THE

WORLD SUCH A PROTUBERANCE
/S CONSIDERED A SIGN OF NO-
BILITY. YOU ASK ME TO TAM-

PER WITH TRADITIONS BETTER
LEFT ALONE TO NATURE'S

TAKE TWO ASPIRIN AND
PUTAN ICE PACK ON IT?
N, THAT 1L BE TEN BuUcks?

YEAH, AND JUST TRY TO BORROW
ANY MORE BATWINGS FROM US,
SENORA BOURGEOLS BRUJA !

Ilpnﬂw”""‘ el

-LAM 3 f} “!“ﬁ'
[JC

il

4)
dl )“ il

-

i

\
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WHY AM | SUCH
A CHICKENSHIT ?
P ! THOUGHT I'D
HAVE OUTGROWN
THIS SILLY FEAR
OF GOING TO THE
DOCTOR BY NOW,
BUT LOOK ATME ./
2 MOAN &

I~

\ —

POOR MOM. | USED TO GIVE HER N

SO MUCH SHIT WHEN SHE'D TRY TO
TAKE ME 7O THE CLINIC ...DAD USED
70 MAKE FUN OF ME ...I'M GLAD
THEY CAN'T SEE ME RIGHT NOW.

SwPID STWPID StyPIb--/

CHILDREN GO TO THE DOCTOR
EVERY DAY, BUT NO, NOT IME/
/'M ONLY A GROWN MAN! I'M
ONLY A RESPONSIBLE ADULT/

GRRRRRR ---

\ \\\\
2N
e

N \\h

IT'S THIS STUPID
BUMPS FAULT? THIS
STUPID WEN FROM
NOWHERE..”

DAYS LATER...

S0 HOW'S YOUR
HUSBAND DOING,
CARMEN ?

OH, TRYING

/T WAS A BAD

To BE FUNNY,
EH.?

AND SO THAT BUMP WAS
NOTHING TO WORRY ABOUT
AFTER ALL, THEN 2

OH, FINE.

TOOTH THAT WAS
GIVING HIM THOSE
HEADACHES, BUT
HE LOOSENED IT
UP HIMSELF. IT S
OUT NOW...

‘;“

£
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APPARENTLY NOT-
BUT THAT WON'T
STOP HERACLIO. ..

--A PAIN
IN MYSIDE !
/'VE NEVER FELT
ANYTHING LIKE
IT BEFORE..!
I'M DOOMED?




! [N
[4 ”“. o T

it c

il

| Our STORY BEGINS AT THE.
HOME OF THE TWO VILLASENOR
SISTERS, DIANA AND TONAN'SIN...

| AND APPARENTLY THE EVENINGS B
OF LATE ARE DEMANDING EQUAL

A
wfs‘@‘» ITS TOO HOT
,.\,,S % FOR CLOTHES

nm' C |

T

\\\\\\\\\\ \

\\\\\

\\

b

SO WHAT--

OR CLOSED

\\\\\ \\\\ \\‘\ |

THE SUN HAS BEEN A PITILESS
POTENTATE THESE DAYS ...
/TS ALMOST AS IF IT HAS CHOSEN

THE TOWN OF PALOMAR TO FOCUS

ITS WRATH UPON ..

/)‘
i
/ ’/
// {' ///////

|
T ’//f,‘gm W

]/

//////////////,

[ ]
“P C ODIANA?
THAT You'?
il

THOUGHT YoU ¥ !

WERE GONNA I '

STAY OVER RIRI5 J|
TONIGHT..! ’
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JESUS YOU'RE CRAZY
IF YOU THINK WE CAN GET
BACK TOGETHER AGAIN --

YOU'RE MARRIED !
YOU'VE GOTA WIFE

‘”wm,
|1|‘|‘[|” U.]‘\ ‘W i
il

I

JESUS ... WHAT ARE
YOoU DOING IN MY HOUSE?
AND AT THIS HOUR?

WELL, HE'S NOT GETTING
AWAY WITH THIS. THIS TIME
/'M TELLING HIS WIFE..!

CHELO / WHAT ARE YOU
GONNA DO ABOUT JESUS

ANGEL ? HE CAME INTO MY
HOUSE A MINUTE AGO WITH
A KNIFE AND SCARED THE -
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LOOKS LIKE THE
HEAT'S GOT EVERYBODY
ACTING GOOFY?!




NOW WHAT --2?
CARMEN? WHAT

HE -~ HE TRIED TO KILL
ME...HE KILLED MY BABY...
HE'S A MONSTER ! A--A
MONSTER ..!

/

IT'S...ALIVE.

—

/TS5 GOT A NASTY

BRUISE ON IT'S

o HEAD, BUT ITS
BREATHING...

/T
—

~

|y
“]hllhl’,;l 1

M; yu‘!ii" ! | !
i i
i i
i MG -
I ol s r}\ e s 2
! S

q &8

SHE CAN STAY
W/TH YOU, TONIGHT,
OK, TONANSIN ?

! HE'S CRAZY, THATS ALL ...
TRIED TO KILL ME...| SWEAR,
HE TRIED TO KILL--WRECKED THE
WHOLE HOUSE ...GRABBED A
STEAK KNIFE AND RAN ...

YOUR BABY WILL
STAY WITH HAVE TO STAY WITH
MY BABY. DR. ZUMAYA TONIGHT,
LAURA. YOU CAN
SEE HER IN THE
MORNING ...

-~JUST LIKE YoU
SAID, BOSS! HE STOLE
JUAN COBOS CAR AND
HEADED FOR THE
MOUNTAINS? !I
[}
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THe NEXT DAY OUR SENOR
SOL 15 A TAD MORE
MERCIFUL WITH HIS
IMPOSING PERSONALITY ---

| KNOW, HERACLIO ... | KNOW.
BUT YOU SHOULD SEE HIs PLACE!
HIS BABY AND WIFE LAURA
DIDN'T GET THOSE BRUISES
FROM NOWHERE !

BUT--NOT JESUS!
JESUS HAS NEVER
TRIED TO HURT ANY-
ONE, CHELO?

NO. NOT JESUS. HE'S JUST--
CONFUSED. | KNOW JESUS ...

(AAAH-—LAURA J AND HOW DO WE KNOW NO, CHELO. /'LL DOIT...
SHE DIDN'T GO AND WRECK THE PLACE B J'LL FIND HIM. BRING HIM...
BRING HIM BACK HERE.

HURTING HERSELF AND THE KID? SHE'S
BEEN KNOWN TO LIE BEFORE, y'knvow?

AT LEAST.../
HOPE | KNOW
HIM...

WELL, THAT'S WHAT TONANSIN
WE HAVE TO FIND OUT, SAID HE HAD A

, ISN'T IT? BUT WE NEED K/‘ZQE /ﬁf?gélo-
= ). JESUS FOR THAT... SO e /7G/EROU5

: 1'M GOING TO HAVE TO .
BRING HIM BACK.

ARE YoU
GOING TO GET
THE GUYS TO/

HELP YoU ?

e
’ =

—
A sy

e

YEAH. | THINK THAT
WOULD BE THE BEST...

CHELO HAS KNOWN LAURA
AND JESUS SINCE THEY
WERE BABIES ...

SHE BATHED THEM
BOTH AS CHILDREN ...

...SHOW HIM ITS
ALL RIGHT TO
COME BACK ...

f —1

SHE MIDWIFED WHEN
THEIR OWN CHILD WAS
BORN ... '

/-I'LL BE KEEPING
IN TOUCH, CHELO.

‘1‘4‘-\ i :
Tl ;\i,‘n’,\
» iy
"\\— ~ )
\\\\\\\ \\r‘l“‘ '
x - = I HANIT I
[N ;l H'f”lll”!””:“‘mr f‘”"l‘ “ "u’““‘
=a rIl“\“”hH(,uJ“V”"WI
) - ) iyl
AR, = SHE IS GLAD SHE WON'T
\\ o BE ON THE JURY OF THAT [
~.. BRSNS PARTICULAR TRIAL ... -
\—: ~.. . - —_—
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T T T
FIRST, SAKAHAFTEWA (SATCH), IN FELIX ...
OH, MAN...
OK. OK, HERACLIO,
/'LL BE THERE AS SOON
AS / CAN, MAN.

THAT POOR
LAURA ...HOW LONG
WILL YOU BE

N GONE, SAKA?

Vs J

Vil

ﬁNEW IT. |FUCKIN’
KNEW HE WOULD FLIP
SOMEDAY. ALWAYS
THOUGHT HE HAD IT
IN HIM --YEAH, YEAH,

I'M COMING...

>

\

\\‘\\

N

/T'S ANOTHER GIRL, HUH,
/SRAEL ? YOU 'RE GOING TO
SEE SOME GIRL, HUH/

YEAH, I'M SCREWING
D/IANA ROSS ON THE
SIDE, SO JUST SHUT THE
FUCK UP OR I'LL KNOCK
YOUR BLOCK OFF.

AND FINALLY, VICENTE
IN SAN FIDEO. ..

--OF ALL DUDES!
JESUS, OF ALL DUDES!

WHAT
HAPPENED,

JUST LIKE SOLEDAD
MARQUEZ TEN YEARS AGO...
BUT IT TURNED OUT SOLEDAD
WAS REALLY NUTS! JESUS

MAY HAVE JACKED OFF TOO

MUCH, BUT...NUTS..?
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--OK, AND THEN--AND
THEN THE LADY LOVED THE
MEN, BUT THE MEN DIDN'T
B°LIEVE HER, 50 THE LADY
HAD TO SHOW THE MEN
THAT SHE LOVED THEM.

E{\\\\Wf’/{% \"Z
Fo i =

AS FoR You,

BAD GIRLY  when 1 TELL
YOUR MOTHER WHAT

YOU WERE DOING, SHE'S
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--BUT THE MEN STILL
DIDN'T BLIEVE, SO THE LADY
HAD 70 SHOW - TO SHOW THE
MEN SHE LOVED THEM
A LOT A LOT...

You 80YS SHoulD 8E
ASHAMED OF YourseLves!
DON'T YOU KNOW WHERE
BAD LITTLE BOYS AND GIRLS
GO WHEN THEY DIE??




AND 5O, OLD FRIENDS
ARE REUNITED, ALBEIT UNDER
GRIEVOUS CIRCUMSTANCES -

S0, DID JESUS
TRY TO KILL HIS KID
ON PURPOSE,
OR WHAT?

WE DON'T
KNOW...LAURA
CLAIMS HE DID...

/ DUNNO, MAN.
WHATS THIS SHIT
ABOUT HIM AND A
KNIFE, HUH?

YEAH, THE FOOL’S
GONNA PROBABLY
ACCIDENTLY KILL HIM-
SELF BEFORE WE
CAN GET TO HIM.

50--50, WHY ISN'T CHELO
DOING THIS? SHE'S STILL
SHERIFF OF THAT DUMP,

/SN'T SHE ?

CAUSE WE'RE DOING
IT, THATS WHY! IF JESUS
HAS GONE NUTS, | THINK
WE SHOULD BE THE FIRST
PEOPLE TO TALK TO HIM.

YEAH! WHAT'S
WITH YOU, ISRAEL?

ITS JESUS,
MAN/!

¥
: : THESE GUYS HERE! ITS
ON HIM...wHY'D HE RUN FOR y HESE G
THE HILLS OF ALL PLACES ?

TRUE; | SWEAR!

K
et
‘ i‘

.‘I | ‘M““
i
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C’'MON, PINTOR.

,LiT(S Go/

TSK, WAIT UR
SOLEDAD !

HEY, MANUEL !
ISN'T IT TRUE THAT
JUST OVER THE MOUNTAINS

TETAS OUT LIKE |TS NORMAL

THERE THE IND/AN WOMEN DON'T
WEAR SHIRTS? THEY ALL WALK

AROUND WITH THEIR FUCKIN ;

c'MoN!
LET'S Go!

HA HA ... I'M TELLING
YEAH, {'VE You, KID ...
SEEN 'EM

MAN, THATS TOO )
6000 70 BE TRUE - MAN, THATS LIKE --
THATS LIKE THE BEST?
THAT'S PROBABLY THE
BEST PLACE IN THE
WHOLE WORLD, SATCH.

THOSE INDIAN GUYS
MUST HAVE BONERS ALL
DAY LONG, HUH? MAN! I'M MOVING THERE
FOR SURE WHEN | GET
OLD ENOUGH ... THEN MY
MOM CAN'T SAY SHIT.

MOVE THERE AND
STAY FOREVER -~

“-AIN'T THAT
RIGHT, SATCH?

d
HEY, SATCH -2 HUH ? OH...

/, UH, WASN'T
LISTENING,
ISRAEL - -.

HMMGF... YEAH, /TS TO00 HOT
70 EVEN THINK...SHHHIT...

MUST HAVE
BEEN THE HEAT
THAT DID IT...
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Jesvs... JESUS BEGANTO YELL ...
HE BEGAN YELLING AND THROWING
THINGS ARCUND THE HOUSE LIKE ... LIKE
A MANIAC ...CRAZY...

AND | TOLD HIM-- [ TOLD HIM, YOU'RE
CRAZY, YOU'LL KILL US ALL; BUT HE
ONLY GOT CRAZIER ...

THAT'S WHEN HE KNOCKED THE
CRIB OVER WITH THE BABY--

| SCREAMED, YOU KILLER -- YOU'VE
KILLED MY BABY, YOU'VE KILLED
MY BABY, You MONSTER--/’

il !
\ 7 W Al
AS SOON AS HE HEARD THAT, ‘\J\T %{Q\l\\x '
it :

THE BABY...WASN'T KILLED,
AFTERALL...IT5 OK NOW,
GOT A LITTLE BRUISE...

HE'S NOT COMING

NEAR ME OR THAT
CHILD AGAIN, |--
| SWEAR IT..#

HE RAN OUT THE DOOR ... \

§ M - X JESUS - HEH S005
WELL! IT APPEARS JESUSS OLD BUDDIES SHERIFF CHELO, UPON HEARING THE DISTRE SSING NEWS, HAS GRANTED
HERACLIO, VICENTE, SATCH AND ISRAEL HERACLIOS REOUEST OF AUTHORIZING THE BOYS TO BRING JESUS
FIND THIS REPORT HARD TO BELIEVE, BACK FROM THE MOUNTAINS WHERE HE HAS FLED.

DESPITE THE FACT THAT JESUS HAS IN- A BLACK DAY FOR THOSE INVOLVED , 7O BE SURE ...
DEED STOLEN A NEIGHBOR'S CAR ...

OH, DON'T WORRY ABOUT YOUR
HERAC LIO, CARMEN. IF JESUS
GETS TOUGH, THE BOYS WILL
JUST CLCBBER HIM INTO
SUBMISSION -

IN THE TINY VILLAGE AT LEAST HE LEFT O YEAH, /TS GONNA BE
OF POLOX; THE BOYS FIND US AN EASY ENOUGH A BREEZE SEARCHING FOR
THAT LUCK 1S WITH THEM. TRAIL TO FOLLOW... HIM IN THOSE MOUNTAINS ..

\\j’\\\;: u\\ N — "
S = / = \ N ) R
oo =ph - WHYD JESUS--

zﬁ / /’ é@ BN ﬁ DO IT.
\Y .

7

il
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HEY. WE DON'T KNOW
WHAT REALLY HAPPENED,
MAN. FOR ALL WE KNOW,

JESUS'S WIFE LAURA

COULD BE THE ONE ALL

FUCKIN' NUTS, SATCH/

/ , )
!
Al

WE'D BETTER GET UP TO
THOSE MOUNTAINS BEFORE
IT GETS TOO HOT... |, 1iepe’s

ISRAEL?

I'LLGET HIM,
HERACL(O.

C'MON, LOVERBOY.
TIME TO GO! YoUu CAN
JACK OFF ALL YOU WANT
WHEN WE GET

REMIND ME I'M GOING TO HAVE
{ 70 KICK YOUR ASS AFTER I'M
THROUGH WITH JESUS ...

|
I'M
QUAKING

ALREADY.
C'MON.

WHAT'S WITH
THE PURSE, HERACLIO?
THIS SHOULD ONLY TAKE
A COUPLE OF HOURS.

JESUS DIDN'T EVEN
BOTHER TO LOCK IT

,"‘ /
\ N\ LA

118 | HEARTBREAK SOUP

ONLY ONE
WAY FOR HIM




HEY, SATCH.
D/ON'T YOU SAY
THAT THIS AREA IS
CIENC/A INDIAN
TERRITORY ?

YEAH, BUT THEY

SHOULDN'T GET TOUGH.
WE JUST GOTTA KEEP
OUR EYES OUT FOR
WILD ANIMALS AND

STUFF LIKE THAT.

MAYBE ITS A _
GOOD THING JESUS
DOES HAVE A KNIFE
WITH HIM, HUH?

WE MAY AS
WELL GET
GOING...

WHAT ABOUT My CAR?
I CAN'T JUST LEAVE IT HERE!
/'M STILL PAYING FORIT?

S/T AND WAIT HOPE YOUR AIR-
IN THE CAR THEN. CONDITIONER WORKS.

SHOULD GET UP TO ABOUT
A HUNDRED AND
TWENTY 8Y NOON...

AND BY NOON, ISRAEL’S PREDICTION IS
UNFORTUNATELY MORE THAN ACCURATE /.«

(

WAIT A MINUTE--
WAIT A MINUTE!
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YOU'RE NOT GONNA

PUSS OUT ON US NOW,

ARE YOU; SATCH ?

ISRAEL ... J

~\ —~
N ) N
T P

JEEZ...|
COULD USE A

LITTLE SHADE
MYSELF...

YEAH.. THE TRAIL'S §
STARTING TO SPLIT UP
RAGGED. IT'S GONNA

REALLY START TO
GET FUCKED ...

/M. I'M
GONNA CHECK
OUT THE VIEW
FROM OVER
THAT BLUFF...

[T'S HERACLIO--#
COME ON, MAN! | JUST
WANNA TALKTO You!

...OH, SHIT. SHES
COMING THIS WAY..”
YoU GUYS BETTER HOLD
ME BACK?! NO TELLING
WHAT 1'M LIABLE TO
00 70 HER..!

AHH, FUCK You, THEN...

Too...HOT...TO ...

YEAH..THATS LUBA, ALL
RIGHT...I'D RECOGNIZE THAT
WALK ANYWHERE ...DAMN /

MM --MM --MMMM 4

JESUS, WATCH
WHAT YOU'RE FUCKING
DOING --! HERACLIO...
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WHAT'S
UP, SENIORA?

CAN YOU GIVE ME
A HAND ?

; CAN ONE OF YOU GUYS HELP ME
ACROSS THE STREAM HERE? I'VE GOT
70 GET INTO TOWN RIGHT AWAY/

SURE!
JESUS HERE'S
JUST FULL OF
MUSCLE!

YEAH, JESUS!
GO AHEAD!

OH, YOURE
A LIFESAVER...

o
‘\u,\l" n
NWEA1 %

SRS

HOW ARE WE GOING
TO DO THIS ? OVER YOUR
SHOULDER ? P/GGY-BACK?

S0UNDS- Sounps
/SOUNDS ABWT
RIGHT...

YOU'RE TREMBLING.
I'M NOT THAT HEAVY,
AM | 2 WHOOOP--f

PLEASE ... [
CANNOT AFFORD
TO GET THIS DRESS
WET... NOT THIS
DRESS...

HIMSELF A SERIOUS BONER
JUST ABOUT NOW. ..

B8UT
HOW'S HE
GONNA KEEP
LUBA FROM
NOTICING

?JE\SU’S SHOULD BE HAVING 17 6 QUICK DUNK IN THE STREAM

WORKS AS WELL AS ANY COLD
SHOWER, HUH, CHUY? AWWW...
DON'T WORRY. SHE'LL FOR-

GIVE YOU. IN A FEW YEARS...

CHUY - CHEWEE (S ( anG FOR JESUS)

YEAH, WELL, HEY?
WE’LL GET DOWN ON
OUR KNEES IF YOU GET
ON YOUR ELBOWS...
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THOSE ARE CUTE
DRESSES YOU BOYS GOT
ON. | GUESS WEARING ‘EM
JUST MAKES ITALL THE
EASIER FOR TAKING IT
UP THE ASS, EH?

...THEY MIGHT

SHUT UP...

SPLIT IF YOU'D JUST

AAAH, THESE
GEEKS AIN'T SHIT?
WE CAN TAKE EM,
NO SWEAT/

{ EXCUSE ME, GENTLEMEN,
AH, 15 THERE SOMETHING WE
CAN DO FOR YOU ? »

< WHATS THE BIG

WOULDN'T You
FUCKING KNOW IT?
THE EDUCATED 80Y

SPEAKS THEIR DAMN
FOoL G/BBER/SHJ

CTRANSLATED FROM THE VERNACULAR )

GOON'S PROBLEM? )

IT; HE'S A BIG
MORONIC GOON.

WE, UH, ARE LOOKING

& UH, HEH...
THAT'S JUST

PAY NO MIND. 4

R A FRIEND OF OURS

/( THAT'S RIGHT. SAW HIM
A LITTLE WHILE AGO HEAD-

ING UP THAT WAY. FIGURED

HE WAS HARMLESS, EXCEPT

HE WAS WEARING ACOAT

IN THIS HEAT...)
JHIS

OAGGA DOGA
DAGGA DAGGA
DAGGA. -

{THANKS A LOT,

GENTLEMEN . HEY, Boys.”
HOW ABOUT A
SONG FOR THE

ROAD?

{SOME PEOPLE
JUST HAVE TOO
MUCH CLASS,
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" JEEZ ../ 1M

LEARNED SOME-
THING IN
SCHooL--2

GLAD SOMEBODY

ARE YoU
« CRA2Y?!

WRONG WITH
YU, ISRAEL?!

WHAT ARE YoU
ALL RANKLED
ABOUT? THEY 'RE
ONLY DUMB
SAVAGES, MAN!




OH, YEAH 2/ WELL, LET ME
TELL YOU SOMETHING; MR.
GHANDI? YOU PULL ANY
CRAP LIKE THAT AROUND ME
AGAIN, AND I'LL PER SONALLY--

/-I'LL PERSONALLY--

|

y LISTEN TO You! FUCKING

SKINNY ASS ACCORDION TEACHER.

I'VE A MIND TO WRAP THAT FUCK-

ING PURSE AROUND THAT PEN-

« CIL NECK OF YOURS ---
\

J 1,,\\

\\\\\\\\\\\

EVEN SEEN ONE IN A 200 ..
JEEZ. A DAMN PANTHER ...

BACK. HERACLIO'S GONNA

A PANTHER...]'VE /\/E\/ER\/ MY GOOD SHIRT, TOO.

GONNA BE 50 MAD..

CARMEN'S

WE GOTTA GO

NEED A DOCTOR OR
SOMETHING .

NAW NAW...WE FIND
JESUS FIRST, THEN WE GO
BACK. I'M NOT HURT...

HEY. CARMEN
CAN’T KNOW ABOUT
THIS. | FELL INTO

SOME THORNS, OK?
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wTHUS, THEIR QUEST CONTINUES,
MORE OR LESS, WITH A FEW MINOR
DISTRACTIONS HERE AND THERE <+~

E.G: SATCH SWOONS
AGAIN AND MEETS UP
WITH SOME THORNS
OF HIS OWN...

SRSSSSSS

VICENTE SAMPLES SOME SPRING
WATER AND SLOWS DOWN THE
EXPEDITION AS NATURE CALLS...
AGAIN... AND AGAIN... AND AGAIN ...

L w AN Y £ |

SHORTLY AFTERWARDS, |SRAEL
LOSES HIS FOOTING AND WINDS
UP UNDER HIS OWN ROCKSLIDE ...

BUT DESPITE SUCH
DISPIRITING SETBACKS
(AND OTHERS ), THE
BOYS NONETHELESS
PERSEVERE ...

SHES A FUCKING BALL-
BUSTER, MAN ! HASN'T SHE
EVER HEARD OF ABORTION ?
/'LLBET SHE GOT PREGNANT
ON PURPOSE, JESUS./
YoU CATHoLICS ..t

N /SRAEL! WE BOTH
WANT THE BABY.
YoUu DON'T CARE

JUST YOU AND
YourR DICK !
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SO YOURE GONNA “\>. ( N
' > HEY, MAN. | GOT
DO IT. YOU'RE GONNA )
MARRY LAURA. HER PREGNANT,
RIGHT ? |'M GONNA
; MARRY HER.

MARRYING THE BITCH :
WON'T HELP THE BRAT NONE,

FooL? SHIT, YOU AND LAURA
DON’T EVEN GET ALONG/!
ALWAYS ARGUING --!

/M NOT LISTENING ")
HEEEEE - 0000
ATTATTATTATTA--

RRRRRRRR

\\\\\\\\\\\\j\é » N

AN




SHIT, | WAS
A KID THEN ...

MY MIND'S MADE
UP, ISRAEL !

(\A‘/_/STEN-’ WHAT ABOUT
LUBA? YOU ONCE SAID
SHE WAS THE ONLY

WOMAN YOU'D EVER
MARRY 4 HAH--?

ALL RIGHT, THEN! BUT DON’'T
COME RUNNING TO MY COUCH
WHEN THE GOING GETS TOO

ROUGH, YOU FUCKING PUSS /

DON'T WORRY/?
/'D HEAD FOR THE
HILLS FIRST?/

JESUSH” I'M GONNA KILL
YoU; MANT? M GONNA -~

YEAH, You
AND WHAT

NOW, WHAT THE

JESUS? ITS ME, SATCH!
HELL ..? I'M GONNA

AND [SRAEL! AND VICENTE
AND HERACLIO! WE'RE
COMING, MAN!

No! DoN'T
move! IL-TLL
RUN, | SweAR!

GO UP THERE AND -

ISRAEL,

YOUR BABY!
/TS OK? ITS
NOT DEAD! YOUR
BABY AND LAURA
ARE BOTH OK!

THE LAUGHING SUN | 125



JESUS, EVERYBODY KNOWS \
YoU DIDN'T MEAN IT/ IT WAS T00O
HOT ANDYOU GOT MAD AND STARTED
THROWING THINGS AROUND! THAT'S
ALL! C'MON, JESUS? IT'S
SAKAHAFTEWA, MAN!

BULLSHIT? SHE SAID..THAT | KILLED 8OTH...ARE OK..?
Tue BABY/ SHE SAID IT OVER
AND OVER AND OVER--7

SHE-- SHE
WAS WRONG, JESUS?
THEY RE BOTH
ALL RIGHT?

HIS VOICE
SOUNDS
WEIRD,

HUH?

VICENTE.

COME
UP HERE...

WHY ARE THEY TAKING
80 LONG? THIS IS BULL-
SHIT! I'M GOING UP
IN THERE !
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= = JESUS... DON'T EVER
/ I;EEREVZJO&J E= =L PULL ANYTHING LIKE
\ 9 -
You-- —

—
=
VAN

/ (A=) ¢
(&

STARTED LIKE ANY OTHER FIGHT, Y'KNOW ...
LAURA AND | WERE AT THE MARKET THAT DAY...
AND LUBA WAS THERE 7 RIGHT..?

WE GET HOME AND LAURA'S

ALL PISSED OFF, SHE’S SAYING --
SAYING | WAS DROOLING, MAKING
AN ASS OF MYSELF WHEN LUBA
BENT OVER TO INSPECT THE

CHILIS ...

| MEAN, FUCK; | WAS ONLY
LOOKING, Y’KNOW? IT’S
NOT LIKE | WAS FUCKING
HER1 RIGHT 7

WHY IS IT FOR SOME PEOPLE
LOOKING MAY AS WELL BE THE
SAME AS FUCKING? SHIT...

| DON'T KNOW...

OK.. 50 WE GET
HOME ; RIGHT..?

AAHH...WE START AT
EACH OTHER , HOLLERING
AND HOLLERING AND ITS
GETTING LOUDER ANDIT'S
GETTING HOTTER AND
LOUDER AND HOTTER AND--

NEXT THING | KNOW
SHES SCEAMING," YOU
KILLED MY BABY, YoU'RE
AMONSTER ..” AND |
LOOK AND THE KID'S ON
THE GROUND ... NOT
MOVING ...

I-] JUST WANTED TO DIE ..,
DON'T REMEMBER MUCH

AFTER THAT...NoOT ‘TiLL |
HEARD ISRAEL YELUNG AT

ME LIKE ALWAYS...
‘//
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AND
30 LiFe i u WERE
%zéng GONE FOR 50 ONLY A COUPLE
OF DAYS, CARMEN.
, ..THOUGH MY FEET
SAY TWO WEEKS.

YOU WEREN'T HERE,
HERACLIO? YoU DON'T
KNOW WHAT POOR LAURA'S  E
BEEN GOING THROUGH? /-3

YOU WERE

OH, BUT OF
COURSE ! SO, JUST
LIKE THAT YOURE ON
HIS SIDE..? .

INTO THORN
BUSHES...

SIGH...IT WAS KIND
OF SAD 70 SEE THEM TAKE
JESUS AWAY, EVEN AFTER
WHAT HE DID. TSK...

[ \/ WFLL...UESU5 IS
INNOCENT T/LL PROVEN
GUILTY, Y'KNOW...

JUST LIKE
SOLEDAD

MARQUEZ ...

700 BUSY FALLING

QL

!/ GUESS ITS AGOOD THING
NEITHER OF US W/LL BE ON THE
JURY OF THAT PARTICULAR
TRIAL, EH?

(1T %Eﬁ‘rﬁ
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CASIMIRA’S NEVER
SEEN THE OCEAN BEFORE--

HEY...DON'T
GO IN TOO DEEP,
GUADALUPE .7

/ ALREADN
LEARNED HOW TO
SWIM, MOM? TIPIN

TIPIN AND DORALIS

ARE LEARNING;
NOT ME!

YOURE NOT TOO SCARED
FOR YOUR SWIMMING LESSON,
ARE YOU, DORALIS?

CMON TIP!
TELL ME WHAT
THERE |STO BE
AFRAID OF?

HOW MUCH TIME
00 YOU HAYE?
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/'LL LEAVE GIVING
THE SWIMMING LESSONS
TO THE EXPERTS. ..

I'VE GOT A LOT OF
LOAFING TO CATCH
UP ON, HUH,
CASIMIRA?

MOM, I'M GONNA FIND
US SOME TREASURE SO YOU
WON'T WORRY ABOUT

MONEY NO MORE, OK??

OK, LUPE, BUT NOT TOO
FAR, OK? WE'RE GOING TO
EAT SOON/

! HATE
BALONEY

SANDWICHES

ANY WAY..!

GOOD FOR YOU,
SWEETHEART !

AH, BUT IT LOOKS
LIKE ITS GOING TOBE A
WH/LE BEFORE TIP CAN
ENTER THE OLYMPICS /.
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--I'LL TAKE HER.
THERE'S A RESTROOM
A FEW DUNES OVER.

DORALIS, [ TOLD
YOU TO GO BEFORE
WE LEFTY

fsur Now

/ GOTTA GO
pOTTY--?

MOM, CAN | TAKE

CASIMIRA OUT TO OK, MARICELA.
THE WATER ? JUST BE VERY
PLEASE ? CAREFUL,
OK?

OH..T5K.

FINALLY ALONE, LUBA HAS THOUGHTS OF HOW NICE
IT WoULD BE SHOULD A TALL THIN MUSCULAR BLACK BoY

COME TO RUB PRECIOUS OILS ON

HER AWAITING THIGHS ... ) X

W3
<
NT 127N

SENORA JAVERT'S CLEVER,
BUT NOT CLEVER ENOUGH TO CATCH
SENORA JEAN VALJEAN ...

BUT I'M NOT AS NICE AS
SENOR JEAN VALJEAN, CAUSE
/ LIKE BEATING UP ON

OORALIS TOO MUCH.
AND | LIKE
70 BE SNEAKY,
T700...
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’*E‘“y

I

MOM...
PUFF PUFF
MOM, AMAN--
PUFF
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A MAN! HE --HE'S
COMING THIS WAY /

OH, YES...| SEE HIM.
WELL, | GUESS HE HAD TO
COME FOR YOU SOONER
OR LATER, HONEY.

YEP, 'FRAID 50, KIDDO.
DON'’T WORRY. HE'LL PUT
YOU 70 SLEEP BEFORE HE
PUTS YOU IN THE
BOILING POT.

OH, STOP, LUPE!
1M ONLY PLAYING, SILLY!
IT'S JUST AMAN. HE'S
NOT GOING TODO
ANYTHING --

THATS THE BOOGER
MAN, AND HE COMES
FOR LITTLE G/RLS WHO

GO 700 FAR FROM

THEIR MOTHERS ...

EH, MARICELA! WHY DON'T
YOU AND CASIMIRA COME ON
OVER HERE NOW..?
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ME AND CASIMIRA
COULD SWIM ALL DAY,
HUH, CASIMIRA?

OH, WHERE 15 THAT

TIPIN TIPIN ?

GET BEHIND
ME, GIRLS ..!

(111,
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/5/DRO..?
/S/DRO RIVAS?

YOU REMEMBER
ME, LUBA? YEAH...
THESE ARE YOUR
SISTERS, HUH?

7z

£EH, SO, HOW ARE
THINGS WITH
You..?

O...THESE ARE MY
DAUGHTERS, 1SIDRO.

You GOT
FOOD IN THERE ?
MAYBE SOME
SODA?




GUADALUPE, TAKE A SANDWICH
AND A SODA OUT OF THE BASKET
FOR SENOR RIVAS, PLEASE ...

YES...EH, AS A MATTER OF FACT, HE'LL BE COMING
AROUND THE DUNE ANY SECOND NOW, ISIDRO.

I'M NOT BEGGING !
/ DON'T BEG FOR
ANYTHING, GIRL..!

YOU STILL SEEING
THAT ARCHIE
GuY?

! ALWAYS THOUGHT
YOU WERE TOO GOOD
FOR HIM...

V' 1 DION'T BEG FOR THIS ...

DON'T GO SAYING ANYTHING o sy THAT GUY,
LIKE THAT... BUT YOU CAN L) THEN, MOM?

STAY ON MY BEACH. THIS
1S My BEACH, SEE? AND
ONLY THE PEOPLE | WANT
CAN STAY ON MY BEACH!

/ SAW HIM NOT ONE YEAR AGO THE
OWNER OF A FISHMARKET THAT DID
GREAT BUSINESS. HE WAS MARRIED
7O A GIRL WHO LOOKED LIKE AVERY
YOUNG PATRICIA NEAL ...EVERYBODY
THOUGHT THEY WERE THE HAPPIEST
COUPLE ALIVE ...

|||II“|““"

SN——
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/A MAN CAME AND MOM HAD on, 1T was 1siro | [(/5/0R0 &IVAS? OH .
TO TAKE OUT HER HAMMER AND S, TP LOOKED IT WAS LIKE DOMINOES ;
HAD TOMAKE ME GINE HIM WONDER WHAT. > FIRST HIS BUSINESS WENT
4 S D iR AN | e
SODA, TIRIN TIPIN/ COMPANY UP NORTH...

SOON AFTER HIS WIFE
RAN AWAY WITH HIS OWN
BROTHER. ...

=-/SIDRO JUST LIVES HERE

ON THE BEACH NOW ... HE
THINKS HE OWNS IT; I'M TOLD.
SHERIFF CHELO'S TRIED TO
KICK HIM OFF SEVERAL
TIMES, BUT-- WELL ...

ALL RIGHT, LUPE...
WE CAN EAT ON THE
WAY HOME THEN ...

LET DORALIS SIT o OT
T | R

DOCTOR ON |SIDRO'S

BEACH WITHOUT
ASKING HIM--/
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AAAHHHH ...

THERE ISMY Q)
© ume Y
CARMENZITA--

HERACLIO, NOW REALLY.
BEHAVE YOURSELF.

UMM
Zzzzur*lr‘l,..

corgwive |\ WM 7HERE ARE
S S CH/LDREN AROUND !
: Ny

Tr—

e 11)))] /T

HA! SNUBBED BY YOUR
OWN WIFE, HERACLIO?
YOU'RE LOSING IT; BUB?

TELL HER! TELL THEM
ALL? MY PASSION FOR
YOU CAN NO LONGER
BE DENIED..”

HEY NOW, DON'T
GET SMART? I'LL
TELL CARMEN--

HERACLIO : AIR -AWK-LEO / TONANTZIN : TOE-NONT-ZEEN
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ZUMM
ZUMM...

AHy TONANTZIN...
SUCH A VISION OF
UNDISTILLED OOMF/

HOW CAN <
ANY SANE MAN
RESIST YoU?




AH! HOw couLD
I OVERLOOK LA INDia I o BUT BE,

HERACLIO!S AFTER

CARMEN/! YoU'VE
EVERY WOMAN IN SIGHT;

GOT TO STOP YOUR HERS
RSELF ? ZUMM--

i HUSBAND? HE'S MARRIED OR NOT
M GONE MAD/!
RELAX.
Wi A POSSESSIVE
HUSBAND SHOULD

) TAKE CARE OF
HIS FUN...

>

--OR

BETTER YET,

A WILLING

WOMAN?

<

M

LUBA-LUBA-LUBA - JLL GIVE YOU | WAS WONDERING WHEN
TREMORS, BOY.
p Z(ét//fj%)/’u’gggfo F YOU AND | WERE GOING TO
BURNING PREDILECTION DISCUSS OLD TIMES ...
THROUGHOUT THESE ; ; H-HEY-

RAGING VEINS - ; C'MON, LUBA. C’MON. | KNOW
[ - TH -THERE A PLACE WHERE WE
. ARE KIDS CAN BE ALONE ...

AROUND--f

YOUR WIFE
WILL NEVER

7
22 3

Y/ u/;/
//////,///

//]
o e i

i

MY GOODNESS, LUBA! BETTER THE BIT OFF MORE THAN YouU | FORGET THAT WHEN LUBA’S
YEZZC;A/S Bg o‘%JECTﬁ// »;‘E s/ ;:I%%Z#E COULD CHEW THAT TIME, IN A BAD MOOD, WHICH IS MOST
pugidisd EH, HERACLIO? OF THE TIME, SHE'S PRETTY
- SCARY; BUT WHEN SHE'S IN
A GOOD ONE , MAN; SHE 1S
DANGEROUS !
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SPEAKING OF DANGEROUS,
THERE OUGHT TO BE A LAW
PROHIBITING GIRLS LIKE TONANTZIN
FROM WEARING DRESSES LIKE
THAT -- MADRE MIA #

EASY, VICENTE.
A WOMAN LIKE THAT
CAN BREAK YOUR
HEART IN TWO AND
YOUR BODY AS WELL!

AAHH...
IT JUST AIN'T
THE FUCKING

WHATS CRAWLING
UP YOUR ASS NOW;
ISRAEL?

THIS WHOLE-- IT'S A BUNCH OF
SHIT, MAN! THE WHOLE BIT, ALL
THIS , EVERY THING -- WHILE
JESUS ROTS IN THAT--THAT
GOD DAMN PRISON?

MARICELA HIT

ME,
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MoM-!

CAN YOU BELIEVE IT? LAST WEEK
HE WANTED TO BUST INTO THE PRISON
JUST TO KICK JESUS'S ASs/

SAME...

ISRAEL'S A PRETTY
UNPREDICTABLE GUY
FOR BEING SUCH A
GOON,; Y'KNOW ?

YEAH...
WE'D BETTER
KEEP AN EYE

ON HIM...




I LT a
e 7 75K/ LUPE ONLY WANTED TO 8

WITH YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS? GO
ON, DEMONA? GO ON WITH YOUR
FRIENDS, BUT BEHAVE, MARICELA?

ALL RIGHT, GUADALUFE...
TSK. MARICELA, COME HEREY OH, SHIT.
THIS 1S IT. I'M DEAD.
AND IN FRONT
OF EVERYBODY!

N \:

N
AN

SERGIO, SAY NOW ISN'T
HELLO TO SENORA HE THE LADY-
LUBA... KILLER AL-
READY?

GONNA TAKE
CARE OF MARICELA
WHEN YOU GET PIPo!
HOME , LUBA? 1 ALMOST
DION'T RE-

COGNIZE YOU]

'/ DON'T BELIEVE
IT! SHE DIDN'T
SMACK You!

LETS GET
OUT OF HERE
BEFORE SHE
CHANGES HER

GOD, BUT HE
LOOKS SOMUCH
LIKE HIS FATHER
MANUEL ...HOW
DOES GATO
FEEL.?

WELL, GATO HATED MANUEL, YOU KNOW ...
BUT HE ACCEPTS SERGIO.. NOW. [, EH,
HAVE ALREADY TOLD SERGIO THAT HIS
REAL FATHER WAS KILLED, BUT I'M NOT
SURE HE UNDERSTANDS.

SWEET HEART, WHY DON'T
YOU GO PLAY WHILE SENORA
LUBA AND MOTHER HAVE A

LITTLE TALK?

' GIRL, YOU LOOK. LIKE
A MILLION BUCKS! AND
YOUR HUSBAND GATO..?

AN S gL Z AL

R ~ g
GUADALUPE : GWAH-DAH=LOOPEH | DEMONA(DEMON GIRL): DE- MOE=NYUH, /p/Po : PEEZPOE [ SERGIO : SAIR- HEE-O / GATO: GAH-’ros/MANUﬂ : MON-WELL
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J

LUBA'S THOUGHTS DRIFT BACK TEN YEARS AS IT GOES, LUBA HERSELF TOOK

OR 50 TO THE DAYS WHEN MANUEL AND FOR THE RECORD, PIPO WAS INDEED IN A FANCY TO MANUEL, AND HE WAS

PIPO WERE LOVERS... LOVE ; BUT MANUEL, WELL, YOU KNOW HOW ONLY TO HAPPY TO RECIPROCATE
THESE SELF-APPOINTED CASANOVAS ARE ... (PIPO FOUND OUT LATER ). ..

Iy EHy; SAW YOUR DAUGHTER
GUADALUPE EARLIER. SHE
DIDN'T REMEMBER ME ...

DOES...SHE KNOW
ABOUT MANUEL BEING
HER FATHER AND
ALLYET..?

3 N

N
\ X
SN

SOME FOLKS FEEL
HE GOT OFF EASY.

NICE SEEING %
YOU AGAIN; PIPO...
SAY HI TO GATO

OOPS...TIME
7O CHANGE THE
SUBJECT ...

NO. NONE OF MY
DAUGHTERS KNOW
WHO THEIR FATHER S
ARE...AND I'M KEEP-
ING IT THAT WAY.

THEY'RE TOO
YOUNG TO HAVE TO
KNOW WHAT KIND OF --
MEN THEIR MOTHER WAS
STUPID ENOUGH TO GET
INVOLVED WITH...

SLIM CHELO HAS
GOTTEN..?

--8UT I...
SUPPOSE I'LL
HAVE TO TELL THEM
SOMEDAY...

il
[

FALRR T,

CHELO: CHELL-O
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/S PIPO STILL
GABBING WITH
THAT CANNONBALL
SMUGGLING
TRAMP?

YEAH, WHEN
THEY PASSED OUT | LUC/A! NOW,
THE TITS, LUBAWAS BEHAVE !
THERE WITH A WHEEL- T
BARROW. EXPLAINS WHY
THEY WERE ALL OUT
WHEN LUCIA WENT
FOR HER OWN --

AUGUSTIN!

OH, WELL, UH...YOU KNOW GATO... EVERYBODY'S

AH, SHUT UP, PIPO!
YOURE NOT MOM/

NO! I'M YOUR BIG
SISTER! AND | HIT

HARDER THAN MOM/?

SO WHEN
/5 MY BROTHER-
'N-LAW GONNA

SHOW UP,
PEEP?

CARMEN ... CARMEN, | WISH
YOU WOULDN'T BE SO DOWN ON

LUBA. THE GIRL'S GOT ENOUGH
PROBLEMS WITHOUT YOUR --

GOT PROBLEMS,

WOULD MARRY AND
GIVE HER KIDS A
FATHER.

YOURE ABOUT AS

HOW ABOUT THESE
FUNNY AS MUSTARD

PIPO! HERS MIGHT
i BE RESOLVED IF SHE

ALL RIGHT THEN,
SHORTY. WHEN ARE
YOU GOING TO GIVE
YOUR HERACLIO
A SON?

=

OH, | DON'T KNOW...
1 GUESS WHEN YOU GIVE
YOUR GATO A SON OF
HIS OWN.

BABOSAS TONANTZIN
GAS, GIRL.

WHIPPED UP, HUH?

LUCIA: LOO- SEE“AH | AUGUSTIN : OW - GOOSE-TEEN "/ BABOSAS (SLUGS) : BAH~BOE-5AHS

MM. YOUR FRIEND
SURE CAN COOK. SHES
GOING TO MAKE SOME-
BODY A GOOD WIFE
SOMEDAY.

TONANTZIN 2
MARRIED? NO, SHE
LOVES HER MEN ToO

MUCH...AND AS

OFTEN AS

POSSIBLE.
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Y1 NOW SHE'S HER ? YEAH, | GUESS 70LD YOU GUYS
WHAT | CALL A SHE’LL PASS FOR A LM THIS TOWN HAD SOME
WOMAN/! N MOVIE STAR... g GREAT GIRLS?

SOFIA LOREN? WHY...
WHY 8I/MPLY ONE OF

GOD'S GREATEST GIFTS
7O MANKIND..”

HEY, TIPIN TIPIN! WHO'S
SOFIA LOREN 7

( SOFIA LOREN; SHIT!
! SHOULD HAVE SOFIA
LORENED THEM?/

rSEﬂoRA LUBA SHOWED ONE
OF LA LOREN'S OLD PICTURES
AT THE MOVIE HOUSE JUST
LAST MONTH. DIDN'T YOU
SEE IT..?

AN ACTRESS OF BEAUTY
AND TALENT BEYOND MEASURE,
SHE HOLDS A PLACE IN THE
HEARTS OF ALL MEN WHO
ARE FORTUNATE ENOUGH

TO CROSS HER PATH...

NO,; | NEVER
HANG AROUND
THAT PLACE...

SO DO YOU
THINK | LOOK
LIKE THIS ...
THIS SOFIA
LOREN ?

TIPIN TIPIN : TEE-PEEN” TEE-PEEN"
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HEH..| JUST NEVER weLL..!
NOTICED IT BEFORE... LONG AS SHES
A GOOD
IN HER CTR,
YOUTH, OF ACTRESS
COURSE.

... AND THEN HE SAID THAT
SHE HOLDS A PLACE IN THE
HEARTS OF ALL MEN WHO MAKE

OH, TONANTZIN! TIPIN ?
TIPIN SAYS THAT ABOUT
ALL WOMEN! YoU KNOW

A PASS...OR SOME THING THAT HE'S GOT NO TASTE -'4
LIKE THAT... / SWEAR,
YOU BELIEVE
EVERYTHING!

WELL, JUST THE SAME,
! BET IF| WENT TO HOLLY-
WoOoD, | COULD GET
WORK THERE EASY,
CARMEN.

YEAH,
BUT | HEAR
THEY'YE GOT
ENOUGH WHORES
ASIT Is.

' THAT..CARMENS PROBABLY

RIGHT. SOMETIMES IT DOESN'T
LOOK LIKE I'LL EVER GET OUT OF
THIS .. THIS TOWN. I'LL STILL BE
HERE SELLING FRIED BABOSAS
ON THE STREET TILL I'M AN
OLD HAG. SNIFF...

...UNLESS
/ FIND SOME
RICH GUY LIKE
PIPO DID ...

HEY, STRANGER! HOW'D
YOU LIKE TO TAKE ME AWAY
FROM ALL THIS?

/

AT
LY £yER HAVE ONE
OF THOSE GOOD

=
=

- ..n\mx\\\\mr;\\m
AR
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LOOKS LIKE YOUR
SISTER'S LANDED
A NEW BOYFRIEND,

IF YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT
TONANTZIN,

YOU MEAN A
NEW VICTIM.

NOW LISTEN HERE, BORRO! I'M
HERE TO HAVE A GOOD TIME, 50/
DON'T WANT TO HEAR THAT YOURE
GETTING OUT OF LINE, OR I'LL--

WELL, JUST DON'T You
FORGET THAT I'M THE
SHERIFF NOw/

CAN IT, YOU HOG.
I'M HERE ON UNFINISHED
BUSINESS ...

s

8

RELAX, CHELO, RELAX. | USED
70 BE SHERIFF OF THISTOWN. | GOT
A CLEAN-CUT IMAGE TO UPHOLD....

R

--AND TODAY,
BUSINESS 1S A
PLEASURE .

OH, CASIMIRA,
GIVE ME ABREAK!
YOU KNOW ['VE
ALWAYS BEEN
BAD AT THIS.

HELLO, LUBA.
AND YET ANOTHER
OF YOUR CHILDREN
AS BEAUTIFUL AS
HER MOTHER ...

OH...
THANKS,
BORRO. You
LOOK AT LEAST
HALF - HUMAN
YOURSELF...

rWHY HASN'T ANYBODY

OF OUR MISERY ?

KILLED YOU TO PUT US oUT

TELL YOUR COUSIN
OFELIA AND YOUR GIRLS
HI FOR OL’'BORRO,
OK, LUBA?

WHY DON'T YOU JUST
ADMIT THAT YOU'D LOVE TO
YANK MY CHOAD?
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...OH SATCH, YOU'RE HEY, YOU WERE A BETTER ALL- HEY, UM...I'M GONNA
SO MEAN TO REMEMBER AROUND ATHELETE THAN ANY OF BE SPLITTING NOW, OK?
ALLTHAT STUFF..! US GUYS! MY ARM STILL ACHES GOTTA GET TO WORK
FROM YOU WHIPPING ME IN EARLY TOMORROW ...
ARMWRESTLING ALL THE
TIME, PIPOLIN/

o)

=

A\

AW...ALREADY; VICENTE? VICENTE NEVER
WELL, ALL RIGHT. J'LL CALL LIKES TO STAY AT THESE M GLAD OH NO,
YOU UP, MAN ... BYE BYE, YEAH, THINGS TOO LONG, THAT SCARY SWEET-
VICENTE. SAY 8YE.. YOU KNOW... MAN 15 HEART. DON'T
BYE, SERGIO. GONE ... SAY THAT.

OH, TSK...

SATCH, NO, PLEASE!
IT’S TIME FOR US TO
YouU CAME=- %) >
WELL, WELL, GO NOW,; OK?

| THOUGHT-- YEAH, GO

SAY BYE TO ON AND FIND
HERACLIO AND /SRAEL BEFORE
MY FAMILY FOR HE REALLY
Us, OK.? BLOWS T,
BOY--
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Q‘ DAMN IT; DION'T THINK
I'D GET OUT THIS LATE ! HOPE
LUBAS NOT ToO MAD...

MAN, THAT FUCKING COCKSUCKER
& HASN'T CHANGED ONE BITY

CAN'T IMAGINE
WHY SHE EVER
MARRIED THE
,} PRICK...

SPEAKING OF
WIENERS; | HAD
BETTER FIND
ISRAEL ...

ON THE OTHER HANO...

I'LL BET YoU GET AHOLD
OF SOME REAL BEAUTIES
FROM TIME 70 TIME ...

YEAH, | USED TO BE
SHERIFF OF THIS TOWN, YOU
KNOW? AND |I'VE SEEN SOME
BAD SHIT... BUT NOT LIKE [
YOU, EH? I'LL BET YOU'VE
SEEN ITALL, BOY!

/ YOU'RE THE MORTICIAN
THAT LUBA'S BEEN SEEING,
EH? MORTICIAN...

YEAH...JUST YOoU

THAT'S RIGHT, WELL, AND A BEAUTIFUL
BUT FEAR NOT; | NOT QUITE. FRESH CORPSE IN
W;{ASI;‘/:EED 1‘545)' FZ/;%DS !/ CAN ST/LLD THERE ALL
[/
COMING ... AT
WHILE.

BORRO WAS TRYING
70 START A FIGHT,
ARCHIE; BUT HE'S
NOT WORTH IT...

SUCH CHARMING
ARC‘/J;E’ ’ GUY FOR REAL, OR
y WHAT? | MEAN --

WELL, LET'S
FORGET IT. WERE
HERE TO DANCE?
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ITIS...ITS
THE DANCE A
FLOOR 1550 OFELIA!

' CROWDED.

HEY!
ISN'T THAT
YOUR COUSIN
IN THERE?

ARCHIE, I'VE
NEVER SEEN HER
LIKE THIS BEFORE/
I'M SCARED. HER
BAD BACK CAN'T
TAKE SUCH

AW, LET
HER, LUBA.
SHE'S GRABBING
LIFE BY THE

I'M--I'M SERIOUS...

DON'T |--DON'T 1

REMIND YOU OF
ANYONE ..?

TSK..CAN'T
THINK OF ANY..

THINK HARD

NOW...HUFF...C MON,
THINK! OK..OK, I'LL
GNEYOUACLUE...

ALLRIGHT, I'LL
JUST TELL YOU.

YOU DON'T
THINK | LOOK
LIKE SOFIA

AW, SHIT!
i WAS THAT MY

Mm WIFE CAL’LING
W ME..?

SHE MIGHT NOT
SEE MEIF | CAN
SNEAK OUT THIS

BACK WAY..!

N AssHoLE..! )

S,

HEARD OF?

THAT TIPIN
TIPINS GOT ME
ALL-TSK?

SIGH... "

SO...WHAT GooD
/S LOOKING LIKE SOME-
BODY NOBODYS EVER

OFELIA: O-FELL-EE-AH
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LEGGO, MAN! I BEEN
WAITING TO TELL THAT
EX-SHERIFF CUNT WHAT
1 THOUGHT OF HIM FOR
TWENTY YEARS--

i YOU'RE
FUCKING

BLOWIN'IT,

ISRAEL?

SO, LUBA...YOU LET SOME FUCKING
PROFESSIONAL GHOUL BANG You; BUT
NOT OLD BORRC, EH? TSK, TSK...YOU
ARE A VERY SICK GIRL ..3URP:

W 2
a

Q.qaf} AT ,b‘fo*n“‘j(\ I 1
hii VNS
RN

ARCHIE...ARCHIE, I'VE GOT
70 CHECK UP ON MY BABIES
RIGHT NOW; BUT YOoU CAN
MEET ME AT Psssomns st e v
wea IN A FEW MINUTES ...
PRRRRRR RRRRRRR -

OF COURSE, IF
YOU DECIDE NOT
TO SHOW UP, I'LL
FIND SOMEONE
ELSE..!

WAIT A
MINUTE, FRED
ASTAIRE !

SEE?! SEE HOW YoU
ARE? HOW CAN { REACH
YOU ? WHAT MUST | DO,

WHO MUST | KILL?!
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UH, HELLO ... I'VE
GOT TO GO, PLEASE!
MY DATE, SHE --

YOU'RE
NOT GOING
ANYWHERE TILL
YOU DANCE

WITH ME?

——

.
_

I

=

WHAT'S YOUR
HURRY, ANGEL?

\‘\\

‘V

(1§

CAN'T STOP TO

CHAT, BORRO. WHY
DON'T YOU GO AND
HAUNT A HOUSE OR
SOMETHING ?

\  THING! WHY WON'T
A\ YoU LET ME SHOW
N YW, GIRL?!

& DAMN You, LUBA! | "\
CAN GIVE You EVERY-

14



| SAID KNOCK )
IT OFF, DAMN IT/

; --] DON'T BELIEVE

THIS-- STOP IT, THE
BOTH OF You ! /
MEAN IT??

/SOYOU ‘VE

ELEVATED TO
RAPIST NOW,
EH, SCUM?

ISRAEL .2 ISRAEL,
STOP! HE WASN'T
GOING 0 DO AN'Y-
THING ! PLEASE,
STOP--/

PREPARE
TO DIE, PENCIL-
NECK GEEK?

HoLD ON!1 / THINK YOU'D BETTER

LEAVE NOW, BORRO...BE- GRUMBLE

FORE CHELO FINDS A GRUMBLE...
GOOD REASON TO ,
LOCK YoU UP.

NOW THATS ENOUGH, BOTH

OF YW ENOUGH!

WOULDN'T GET
IN HER WAY
JUST YET..!

4 SKE. OFELIA... WAS THAT THERE MAY BE
AND You, ISRAEL WHO ASKED OUR LUBA WHO JUST SONE HOPE FOR

STOMPED AWAY ?

You 70 START WITH YOUR BULLSHIT?
NEXT TIME MIND YOUR OWN
GODDAMN BUSINESS#
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THERE GOES

MARTIN EL LOCO WHEN5
AGAIN. WHERE DOES
HE COME UP WITH

THESE THINGS?

N

v

/////

WELL, WITH THEMONEY HIS |
FATHER HAS LEFT HIM, MARTIN
OFTEN VISITS THE STATES...

MATTER OF FACT, |
THINK HE'S LEAVING AGAIN
NEXT WEEK, TONANTZIN.

MARTIN TAKES A PLANE TO
HOLLY WwooD, AND THEN RENTS
A HOTEL ROOM. HE SPENDS HIS
WHOLE TIME THERE WATCHING

ATELEVISION SET.

THEN HE COMES
HOME TO TELL US
WHAT THE UNITED

STATES IS LIKE.
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HUH! MY BIG SISTER'S
AFTER MARTIN NOW, EH?
WHAT IS )T ? THE OLDER YOU

GET, THE MORE HARD UP,
OR WHAT ?

WHEN YOU'RE ALL GROWN UP
YOU'LL SEE THAT AN ADULT 1S MORE
WILLING TO ACCEPT THE DIFFERENCES
WITHIN US ALL, HOWEVER UN -
PLEASANT OR ENDEARING.
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TELL YOU. |

WHAT, TIPIN
TIPIN....

IF YOU EVER

COME ACROSS AN

ADULT IN MY TOWN,
LET ME KNOW, OK?

HEY, You
TwWo? KNOCK
OFF!




AT

BET0[85

SN

——/
GET /roFF-- P
Gfr/roff WHAT OFF??

A
L ((
= )

LT
c\—

2

\ \};—‘-:%\\\\\

HERACLIO, DARLING...YOU KEEP
HAVING THAT DREAM OF A WILD
ANIMAL ATTACKING YOU...

DID SOMETHING LIKE
THAT HAPPEN TO YOU WHEN
YOU WERE LITTLE? A
CAT, OR...

THE PANTHER--THE PANTHER--
THE WILD P-OH.OH, CARMEN..ou...

B
|

um, I...
WELL, YEAH,
I GUESS THAT

MUST BE IT.

‘ D)
| I SS__[

-

"
€
N
W
H
§
2
&
4

———
e\

({> 7”‘( //
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SHE'D COMPLETELY
FLIP OUT IF IT TOLD HER!/
SHE'D--SHE'D-- | DON'T WANT
TO THINK ABOUT IT.

SHE THINKS | GOT
THESE SCARS ON MY

NECK AND SHOULDERS
FROM FALLING INTO
A BUSH.

HELL, | CAN'T TELL HER ABOUT BEING JUMPED
BY THAT PANTHER THE TIME ME AND THE GLYS HAD
TO GO LOOKING FOR JESUS IN THE MOUNTAINS
A FEW MONTHS AGO. JEEZ../

o AT LEAST..THAT'S WHAT
| HOPE SHE THINKS ../

HERACLIO, COME TO
BED. YOU'VE GOT TO GO
TO WORK-- OH. WRITING

TO A SECRET ADMIRER?

I'M WRITING _

A LETTER TO JESUS.
HAVEN'T FOR
A WHILE...

HERACLIO...
AFTER WE WERE
MARRIED...DID YOU HATE
TEACHING ME TO
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OH, CARMEN../
OF COURSE NOT.
YOU WERE A
WONDERFUL

| DON'T SUPPOSE HE
GETS A LOT OF MAIL BEING
U STUCK IN THAT PRISON. BUT
I DIDN'T KNOW HE COULD
| READ...

P

Il 1985

OH, IT'S SATCH
AND ISRAEL YOU'RE
THINKING OF. JESUS

AND VICENTE CAN GET

BY OK, BUT SATCH
AND ISRAEL; |
DUNNO, THEY'RE

STUBBORN ...

STAY UP TOO

LONG WITH
THAT, OK?




CARMEN'S LESS THAN
SUBTLE HONESTY IS SOME-
THING HERACLIO HAS LEARN-
ED TO ADMIRE IN HIS WiFE, \ &~

BUT-

FATE HAS SEEN FIT TO
BURDEN HERACLIO WITH
CERTAIN EXPERIENCES
HE PREFERS TO REVEAL TO
NO ONE, FOR FEAR OF
HURTING THOSE HE LOVES.

BACK: A FEW
| FLAsHEACKS,

wer AND HUSBAND .

ALL RIGHT. WHERED
YOU GUYS STEAL IT?

STEAL IT? HEY,
MAN, | BOUGHT THIS
BABY CASH

HEY SATCH, VICENTE SAYS
YOU'LL PISS YOUR PANTS

CARMEN
AND HERACLIO BECAME

NAW, REALLY. ISN'T TH]S YOUR BOSS’S CAR,
JESUS? | REMEMBER YOU TELLING ME ‘BOUT IT--

HE LET ME USE IT
OVERNIGHT. C'MON,
ISRAEL. WE'RE GOING TO
SAN FIDEO. BABES,
MAN.

SHIT, | WISH.

I'LL BE FINISHED HERE BY MIDNIGHT

IFI'M LUCKY. LOOK AT YOU GUYS/ DRINKIN’BEERS IN
BROAD DAYLIGHT? WOTTA WORLD/

FIRST GIRL YOU MEET/

\\\\\\

AN

» .
,u/l,,/// /’/////0,4 |
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HEY, ISRAEL'!
GET YOUR ASS
OVER HERE?

DOWNTOWN O:Eyl 'l[')l-?cg\‘UTGH’T you
SAN FIDEC i S
#T NGHT-!

FOR THE JADED;
A SHIMMERING,
SHALLOW PURGA-
{ TORY...

TO THE RESTLESS
YOUNG: AN OASIS
AMID THE WASTE-
LAND THEY FEEL
1S THEIR LIVES...

e
¥
SR

STUPID! You SO ARE WE GONNA STOP OR

CAN'T GET ATICKET | WHAT? WE BEEN GOING AROUND
FOR DRIVING IN CIRCLES FOR HOURS AND
sLow /! I'M RUNNING OUT OF GAS.

FUCK, JESUS?!
SLOW DOWN OR
SOMETHING, SHIT/
AWWWWW--

SATCH, |
DON'T WANNA
GET A TICKET,

AWRIGHT?

\\ ~

/ e
A".&Y&niﬂ. il
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SAY SOMETHING, VICENTE?
DON'T LET HER GET AWAY..?

’,
YOU SAY

. SOMETHING,
HERACLIO!

AW
SHIT, I'M
GONNA
HIDE!

HEY, UH,
WHAT'S YOUR NAME?
AWWWW--

FUCK OFF,
ASSHOLE!

JESUS, IT'S ONLY
TWELVE THIRTY! LETS
JUST CRUISE BY ONE
MORE TIME! JUST
ONCE MORE/!

TSK, WHAT'S
TAKING HERACLIO
AND VICENTE SO

LONG IN THE

SHITTER...

WELL...I'M JUST
GONNA GET GAS
AND HEAD ON

HEY, WE CAN'T GO
HOME LIKE THIS? PULL
OVER, JESUS! | WANT
TO AT LEAST TALK TO
A CHICK TONIGHT?

| GOTTA GO
TO WORK EARLY
TOMORROW,
SATCH.

HERE THEY COME.
WAIT. WHO'S THAT
WITH -- 1S THAT LUBA
WITH EM? AW, MAN...

THE RETICENT HEART | 157



HEY, UH, LUBA'S RIDE TOOK 7/~ 1 DON'T TAKE UP

OFF WITHOUT HER, SO IS ITOK TOO MUCH ROOM. NOW, 15 LUBA AWARE OF THE FACT
|E SHE COMES HOME WITH US? / THAT JESUS HAS BEEN MORE THAN
INFATUATED WITH HER EVER SINCE
HE FIRST SET HIS BEADY PEEPERS
UPON HER WOMANLY SPLENDOR..?

SO WHAT 1S IT WITH GLYS, HUH? A GIRL JUST
CAN'T DRESS UP NICE TO GO oUT AND HAYE A GOOD
TIME DANCING AND DRINKING WITHOUT SOME
JERK OR TWO SPOILING THINGS. | MEAN, JUST

HOW MANY UGLY...NAMES DO MEN HAVE FOR
WOMEN, ANYWAY ? GRUNT...

A 1 N

------ 1/ \ﬁL / ﬁ/ a o

y-You? BWMY HEART OMHHHH...| FEEL FAINT.

I'LL NEVER FIND

A MAN WHO WILL BUT | DIDN'T HAS ALWAYS HOLD ME...HOLD ME TIGHT.
TRULY LOVE ME. THlugTngDEP\'{EEN BELONGED TO NEVER LET ME GO. | SHALL

FOREVER BE YOUR SLAVE
IN LOVE. YOUR WISH 1S
MY PLEASURE ../

YOUu...
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BOY, AREN'T YOU GUYS

A SWINGING BUNCH. OK, LUBA'S Q)\

HEY! THERE'S A LIQUOR
STORE! ANYBODY WANNA
GET SOME R00ZE?!

DRUNK. DON‘T MIND ME ...

1‘ \\\\ \k\‘

C'MON! | NEED YoU
TO STAND GUARD IN CASE
SOMEONE COMES ...

Yl, | GOTTA PEE SO BAD
MY EYEBALLS ARE FLOATING!
PULL OVER NOW, OR THERE'LL
BE TROUBLE !

7 MAN, LET'S GET RID OF
THE WHORE ANO HEAD
BACK TO SAN FIDEO

WHAT ARE YOU
TALKING ABOUT?
LUBA'S NO

WHORE.

C'MAN, C'MAN! SHE GIVES
BATHS, RIGHT? AND SHE ONLY
BATHES MEN/ WHAT THE HELL
DO YoU THINK GOES ON AFTER
THE RATH'S FINISHED? MAN,
_ YOU GUYS...

FULL OF SHIT,
SATCH! DON'T
MEAN SHE'S A
WHORE, DON'T
MEAN SHIT/

NOW PLUG
YouR EARS AND
OON'T PEEK.

HEY, KEEP
IT DOWN.
SHE'LL HEAR.
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BESIDES, ISRAEL'S GONE TO
HER FOR BATHS BEFORE AND
HE SAYS SHE DOESN'T. SAME
WITH GABRIEL, LUTHER, THAT
GUY WITH THE SIDEBURNS...

HEY, JESUS.

THE BROAD...

HOW COME
YOU'VE NEVER

BATH FROM )

THERE

Coopamn | B oS oty = wovs
oV TK
CRAZY AgoUT | B\ NggH‘N! SNOWBALLS

CHANCE IN
HELL HERA-
CLIO MIGHT
REVEAL TO
HIS FRIENDS
THE NATURE
OF THE RE-
COLLECTIONS
RUNNING
THROUGH HIS
MIND JUST
THEN. RE-
COLLECTIONS
THAT BEGAN
THE MOMENT
THEY PICKED
UP LUBA
FROM THE
GAS STATION.

BUT THERE'S NO
REASON WHY YOU

SHOULDON'T KNOW BUSINESS...
JUST WHAT THOSE = F .
RECOLLECTIONS ARE:

~ FLASHBACK - —

WITHIN THE diaan ///////////7,
FLASHBACK - i ’((//
YEARS AGO, ON {

A WARM, LATE
AFTERNOON IN
PALOMAR ...

YO!I'M IN LUCK. HERE %
COMES HER COUSIN OFELIA
I'LL JUST TELL HER.. :

TELL HER
ABOUT IT! |
CAN'T TALK TO
HER WHEN
SHE'S LIKE

‘SCUSE ME, SENORA,
BUT ABOUT THIS JOB |
HAVE WITH YOUR
COUSIN.... A

||tr

nl
Iif

(

¥
\

n*"*x

AH-! = MOM WANTS ME TO QUIT MY
JOB_PASSING OUT FLYERS FOR
SENORA LUBA'S BATHING

i

= KBUT HOW AM | GONNA
TELL THE SENORA WITHOUT
» GETTING MY BLOCK KNOCKED
_ OFF? THAT SENORA GETS
MAD PRETTY EASY...
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| AN

V SENORA
LL:BA: SEE,

A

m(‘ul M[ i

|l ””"",
tm ‘|l {

ll “‘
’ ” ! I [
“H u. gty

GOD, BUT THIS
BATHING BUSINESS
IS A GODDAMN PAIN
IN THE ASS.

| SCRUBBED AT
LEAST THIRTY MEN
TODAY. Now I'M
READY TO BE
BATHED/

UH, Y'SEE, |
CAN'T WORK
FOR YOU POSTING l

FLYERS ANY

/" |...HAVE TO GO.
M-MY MOTHER ...

I PAID YOU IN ADVANCE
TO DELIVER THOSE FLYERS.

WE CAN
MAKE UP THE

DIFFERENCE
NOW. %

...BETTER

TAKE YOUR
SHIRT OFF...
WOULDN'T

WANT YOUR
MOTHER
TO GET
MAD.

WHAT HAPPENED NEXT, IN HERACLIO'S OWN WORDS :

.. SEEMS LIKE A DREAM TO ME NOW. IT'S A MIRACLE
THAT | DIDN'T WET MY PANTS. AS | SCRUBBED AWAY,

) LUBA LETHARGICALLY BEGAN COMPLAINING ABOUT HOW
THERE WERE NO DECENT MEN [N PALOMAR, NO PHONES,
HOW SHE WANTED TO OPEN A MOVIE THEATER ‘CALSE

NOBODY INTOWN HAD EVER HEARD OF STERLING HAYDEN...

"I WAS 50 DUMB AND CONFUSED AND SCARED | DIDN'T
EVEN GET AROUSED...UNTIL SHE SET UP...OH, JEEZ--

"'SHE THEN OPENED MY PANTS AND DOWN THEY SLID.
GENTLY SHE PUSHED ME DOWN ON THE SOFA AND--
WELL, IT DIDN'T LAST LONGER'N A FEW SECONDS,
BUT SHE DIDN'T SEEM TO CARE EITHER WAY. SHE

SMJLED WHILE SHE HELPED ME ON WITH MY CLOTHES.
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I STAGGERED HOME WITH THE MIXED FEEL-
INGS OF EXHILARATION AND CONFUSION

BIG CRUSH ON HER, NATURALLY, BUT SHE NEVER LET ME NEAR

“IN THE MANY WEEKS THAT FOLLOWED, | DEVELOPED A REALLY

HER AGAIN. | MEAN, WE SAID Hl, BUT-- WELL, | EVENTUALLY
' GOT OVER HER WHEN SCHOOL STARTED...

NOT SETTING WELL IN MY BELLY. | LOVED
THE EXPERIENCE ...AND | HATED IT.

Ee————

g @

I ’1
o §

i

| 'f{ff ’n |\

R ‘w ‘W,@W A

" CAN YOU UNDERSTAND WHY I'VE NEVER TOLD ANY-

ONE? IT WOULD HAVE GOTTEN AROUND TO JESUS
EVENTUALLY FOR SURE! AND CARMEN? HAVING CAR-
MEN FIND OUT WOULD BE WORSE THAN FACING
A DOZEN ATTACKING PANTHERS/ NO THANKS?”

I'M NOT IN THE
HABIT OF RUINING

I'M GOING TO
MARRY CARMEN
JIMENEZ. SHE MUST
NEVER KNOW ABOUT
THAT NIGHT.

¥ SO WHEN'S THE

THANKS A LOT,
WEDDING, JESUS?

GUY. COME BY FOR
A BATH SOME-
TIME, HUH?
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PRESENT TIME: MORNING COMES, AND IT'S OFF
TO WORK FOR HERACLIO...

DON'T FORGET
TO MAIL YOUR LETTER,
SWEETHEART.

OK,
QUERIDA.

G’'MORNING, TONANTZIN.
HI KIDS. HOW WAS TODAYS
HARVEST ?

YOU'LL FIND OUT\
COME DINNERTIME,
BOOGERFACE.

GOOD MORNING,
SENOR.

nl

SAY, CHELO. EVER
NOTICE HOW LUBA’S TEN
YEAR OLD DAUGHTER LOOKS
A LOT LIKE HERACLIO?

GUADALUPE?
HM. MANUEL WAS
HER FATHER. YOU
REMEMBER; HE
WAS KILLED..

A

HERACLIO WAS ONLY \
WHAT, FIFTEEN YEARS OLD
THEN? | SERIOUSLY DOVBT
THAT HE AND LUBA--

YOU KNOW...

MANUEL ..2 OH,
YEAH/ THAT GUY WAS
A REAL LOVERBOY--!

BUT WOULDN'T
ITBE A SCREAM IF
THEY HAD?

THAT STUFF
ONLY HAPPENS
IN LITTLE BOYS'
HEADS, CHELO.
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GOTTA GO TO
SCHOOL...

COPYRIGHT © G(LBERT HERNANDEZ - /985

ToNANTZIN, .

| CANT FETCH BABOSAS
WITH YOU TODAY...

0

/" THE SUN ISN'T EVEN
UP YET. THE BABOSAS'LL
ALL BE ASLEEP.

Vo A

BEST TIME
TO GET EM, GIRLe

HEY/ *

N

u!

'

il

[

|

ROORITE
}\

‘ M’

“ﬂ!";"!: L“ rf;#
“IN [ ko

Qi

~BUS DOESN'T
COME FOR TWO HOURS
YET, DIANA. WE'LL HAVE

PLENTY OF TIME.

il

|
1
|
|

|

it
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BED ALL DAY OR WHAT,

BUSTER?
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GET YOUR CLOTHES ON,
TARZAN. I'VE GOT A SIXTEEN
YEAR OLD SISTER LIVING
HERE TOO, Y'KNOW.

> NOT NOW, HANDSOME!
YOU'RE GOING TO DRIVE
US TO THE BEACH/

LET5 GO,
DIANA!

THIS IS MY HOME, REMEMBER? IN PALOMAR!
YOU AND | MET AT A PARTY IN SAN FIDEO LAST
NIGHT; OR SHOULD | SAY THREE HOURS AGO.

| REMEMBER.
AND | ALSO RE-
MEMBER SOME-
THING ELSE../

SOME PEPPY CREW
I'VE GOT. C'MON, THEO/!
TIME TO GET CRACKIN’!

(..

's\'” “{I\I‘

” .lll’liHWH(l{ d!"«mh(l{h

“AND SO TS
OFF TO THE ==
HARVEST

/' ="_—=-3

... AND | HOPE YOU WIN
THE TITLE BACK FROM BAD
BOBO JONES,; EL CLAVO.

CLAVO - SPIkE
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WHOPPER
AW ow?

Yow! Tueaes}%:\;i
&

R R

|

7D,

“ \Kk\k\
AR\

LOOK AT THIS GUY/
HE'LL FEED ABOUT A [
HUNORED PEOPLE !

5

i

s’

g
ql

NO GOOD, HAH!
YOU'RE JUST JEALOUS
*CAUSE | FOUND HIM
" FIRST, TONANTZIN/

HE'S NO GOOD.
THEO. JUST
“\ LEAVE HIM.

‘}u(l

‘M‘ﬁ

=
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r| ALWAYS NOT IF YOU THERE SHE GOES/
GET MIXED WANT TO TAKE | | BOY, SHE SURE LIKES ,
P I SHOULD P o SOME FRIED TORUN A LOT, HUH? / SHE'S LIKED
UPJ | SHO BABOSAS HOME | WONDER_ HOW TO RUN EVER
Just Quit’ TO YOUR MOM SINCE SHE
LATER, THEO. COULD WALK.
WHO KNOWS

WHY...

THEO, THE BABOSAS
WITH THE BLACK SPOTS
ARE GOOD, AND THE ONES
WITH GREY SPOTS ARE
POISON. HES GREY.

AT HOME DIANA VILLASENOR
IS ONLY TONANTZIN'S LITTLE
SISTER; AT SCHOOL, SHE IS
AN AVERAGE STUDENT; BUT
WHEN SHE RUNS..! WHEN SHE
RUNS SHE IS ZEPHYRA, ONE
WITH THE WIND...




WHILE DJANA BECOMES POSSESSED BY
A GODDESS, TONANTZIN 15 ACTUALLY
NAMED AFTER GOD'S OWN MOTHER,
THE PROTECTRESS OF THE EARTH, AND
SHARES SOME SIMILARITIES WITH HER
CELESTIAL NAMESAKE ...

OUR TONANTZIN IS

LEGEND HAS IT THAT CENTURIES
AGO \WHEN GOD THREW A TAN-
TRUM AND FLOODED THE EARTH,
TONANTZIN, IN AN ACT OF BOTH
DEFIANCE AND COMPASSION,
BREAST-FED THE SURVIVORS
WITH PULQLE...

W g

\

NOW. REMEMBER
MY CHILDREN - OH,
JUST A SEC--GOD/
WILL YOU GET
OFFA THEREZ?/

Y Y Y
YW ‘f,,'f/'l»{{’/////’,’.f' o
g . werel

A FEW YEARS BACK OUR OWN TO-
NANTZIN STAYED UP FOR FORTY-TWO
HOURS STRAIGHT PREPARING DOZENS
OF BABOSAS FOR THE HOMELESS
VICTIMS OF AN EARTHQUAKE THAT
STRUCK THEIR FAR AWAY VILLAGE...

oK, BoYs/
LETS LOAD EM
UP! C'MON!

p THEY'RE
ALL YOURS,
CARMEN!

ONLY AS MORTAL AS
ANYONE, OF COURSE;
BUT THERE ARE
THOSE FELLOWS
WHOLLY CONVINCED
THAT AFTER EXPERI-
ENCING BOTH HER
SPLENDID COOKING
TALENTS AND SEX-
UAL PROWE SS IN
BED, SHE AND HER
DIVINE NAMESAKE
CAN ONLY BE ONE
AND THE SAME ../

- THEN THERES AL-
WAYS THE FOLKS WHO
PREFER LIKENING
HER TO THE DEVIL.

pLEASE, TONANTZIN//
THE HEAD SCISSORS
NEXT! THe HEAD

SCISSORS NEXT--

o

e B
B.E%

BUT WE DIGRESS.
BACK [N PALOMAR ...

NO
FrutT/

I

HERE YoU GO,
THEO. THE FRUITS
OF YOUR LABOR.

MAYBE | OUGHT TO

ING YOU SELL THEM
BOOGERS, HUH?

STAY HERE TODAY HELP-

"V HO, You WISH! IF SHERIFF CHELO
5AYS KIDS OVER 51X AND UNDER

THAT MEANS YoU, GIRLIE/

mim

ll

10 | ,l
MK

PULQUE - AN ALCOHOLIC DRINK HUMANS MAKE RROM THE MAGUEY PUANT

EIGHTEEN HAVE TO GO TO SCHOOL,
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TCH, HOW DO YOU THINK y
1 FEEL? YOU KNOW | LIKETO
WEAR SHORT SKIRTS WHEN |
DRESS UR RIGHT? CHELO'S GOT
A LAW WHERE A GIRL OVER EIGHT
EEN CAN'T SHOW MORE THAN
THREE FOURTHS OF HER LEGS IN
PUBLIC EXCEPT AT THE BEACH!/

WELL, IF SHE'S
DUMB IT'S CAUSE
SHE MAKES UP
DUMB LAWS...

 SHE sAYS Y
IT'S BECAUSE SHE
» DOESN'T WANT ANY
MORE KIDS WINDING
UP DUMB LIKE HER...

| HEARD THAT THAT
LAW ONLY STARTED WHEN
SHE BECAME SHERIFF TEN
YEARS AGO. I'LL BET

SHE MADE IT DP.

A

B
i
”“Ig ll

m

B
bt
U{Hfu“ I

ONE TIME | WAS WAITING FOR A DATE TO P|CK ME WELL,
UP WHEN CHELO CAME OVER AND MEASURED ME WITH I'M UNDER
A STICK! 50 SHE SENT ME HOME TO GET A LONG COAT EIGHTEEN --/

MAKING ME MISS MY DATE WITH THE BEST SINGER
IN THE WORLD NEXT TO JOSE ALFREDO JIMENEZ/

...AND SO, WITH THE BABOSA BURDENED
GODDESS OF MOTHER EARTH IN HOT PURSUIT
OF THE NEAR NAKED GODDESS OF THE WIND,
DY A TYPICAL DAY IN PALOMAR BEGINS...
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EY—— o I'M WAITING TILL TONANTZIN GETS N
THE HOLD UR - B "\ A LITTLE FARTHER FROM MY SISTER'S
AUGUSTIN? I'M - HOUSE...I DON'T FEEL LIKE HAVING
CARMEN'S FOOT UP MY BUTT TODAY.

.
L

0

NOW WHO THE
HELL'S THAT..?

R

O

S DEVODISPATCH

I MASTICATE
A

finyl

|
rl{!l' {‘

'@f

-

| !
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ARE YOU
ALL RIGHT,
SENORITA?

UH...
EIGHT

SIX FOR ONE,

UH,
FOR

COPY RIGHT @ G-ULEERT HERNANDEZ-/ 785

-- AND HE EVEN
BOUGHT A BABOSA
THAT FELL IN THE

i
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—

I'M GOING TO |

KiLL THAT AUGUSTIN/

| DON'T KNOW WHAT

GETS OVER HIM.
m‘ﬁ

I | /l:lﬂ W ‘f/,j
=1 ﬁ;f!’J*! i

OH, IT'S CLEAR
TO ME HE BUGS
TONANTZIN BECAUSE
HE LIKES HER,

==

. u‘lli”“l



YEAH, WELL, MY FIST
LIKES HIS EYEBALL QUITE
A BIT, TOO, SO...

el

AS FOR YOUR WHITE KN{GHT, TONANTZIN, \\/HE'S ALREADY, EH,\
HE'S A PHOTOGRAPHER FROM THE STATES AND TAKEN QUITE A FEW
HE TELLS ME HE'S USING OUR TOWN AS THE SUBJECT
OF A PICTURE BOOK HE HOPES TO PUBLISH...

CLOSE ENOUGH, SMARTY. HE'S
PHOTOGRAPHED EVERYTHING FROM
FASHION MODELS TO TRAIN WRECKS
TO WEDDINGS. HE TOLD ME | WAS
MORE EXCITING TO PHOTOGRAPH
THAN ANY NUDE HE'S EVER HAD
TO DO SMICK SMOCK...

ToK TSK.
I ALWAYS

SAID GRINGOS
WERE CRAZY.

WELL, | KNOW
WHERE TO FIND HIM

IF HE GETS OUT OF LINE

WITH HIS SNOOPING.

HE'S RENTING

SENOR TA-TA'S
OLD PLACE.

*
x4 uoLL‘{
* *

Al

PICTURES OF ME,
AHEM...

OH, REALLY?

| SUPPOSE HE

TOLD YOU HE WAS
A HOLLYWOOD
PHOTOGRAPHER
AND YOU'RE
HIS LATEST
FlND’

5Ml(_K
SMOCK

- T
JERRY LEWIS. J[{f

| ORDER BRUCE LEE ,1 I
AND THEY SEND 7

ME JERRY LEWIS. vl |
YK, )
fill

7 [l

Wmﬂ

i

|

J

»b

T

1

I'1J| 3
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CAGNEY,

MONTGOMERY CLIFT...

AS FAR AS HOLLYWOOD MOVIES
GO, MY FAVORITES ARE THE OLD ONES;
YOU KNOW, MOVIES WITH JIMMY

JEAN ARTHUR,

NOT TOO MANY PEOPLE SHOW
UP FOR THE MOVIES I LIKE, BUT
I'LL TELL YOU, THE PLACE 1S AL-
WAYS PACKED FOR BRUCE LEE

OR ELVIS PRESLEY. | THOUGHT

THERE'D BE A RIOT WHEN |
RAN ‘VIVA LAS VEGAS'..

" HEY, WOLLD YOU KNOW WHY

I CAN'T FIND ANY NEwW BRUCE LEE
MOVIES ANYMORE? HE SEEMED
ToO YOUNG TO RETIRE.

OH.

BRUCE LEE
DIED SEVERAL
YEARS AGO. |
DO NOT RE-
MEMBER HOW
IT HAPPENED,
THOUGH.

. HE
TOO, TSK...

OH! WELL..!

ARE IN SCHOOL RI
SATURDAY...

»
Z1l mm”l
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ILL TELL YOU WHAT.
-\ MY TwO OLDER GIRLS

00

GHT

- NOW, BUT TOMORROWS /=

WELL,
How ABouT
TOMORROW AT
NOON, WITH YOUR
WHOLE FAMILY
THEN?

THAT'LL GIVE ME TIME TO
GET MY GIRLS ALL DRESSED
UP NICE. NOT TO MENTION

MYSELF. AH, NOW WE'LL HAVE
A NICE PICTURE

TO SEND TO

RELATIVES.

HAMMnM

HM
WAS SO CUTE,

HELL, | THINK WED
BETTER KEEP THAT TO
OURSELVES. IF ANYBODY
AROUND HERE HEARS
THAT-- WHOOSH/

SENORA,
MAY | TAKE A
FEW PICTURES
OF YOU AND YOUR
GIRLS HERE IN
FRONT OF THE
THEATER?

v';“['[‘f‘,',“; ‘
;m” T
H‘

*NICE PICTURES ARE THE LAST THING
HOWARD MILLER WANTS FROM HIS
VISIT TO PALOMAR.

NO 'HOT' PHOTOJOURNALIST
EVER GOT THE NOTORIETY
MILLER SEEKS SHOOTING
SUNSETS AND WATERFALLS.

"
!

xl

I

1




THE MORE TRAGIC, HUMOROUS,
SENTIMENTAL OR WRETCHED
THE BETTER FOR MILLER, AS HE
HAS FOUND IN THE PEOPLE OF
PALOMAR THE IDEAL SUBJECT
MATTER FOR THE BOOK HE HOPES
WILL ESTABLISH HIS (SELF-
PROCLAIMED) GENIUS TO THE ART

WITH YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
FREELANCING FOR VARIOUS
GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINES BEHIND
HIM, HOWARD MILLER 1S FAMILIAR
WITH HIS CHOSEN SOURCE MATERIAL
WHILE JADED 8Y IT AS WELL ...

JUST ANOTHER GROUP OF

WHATEVERS TO HIM...

HE BELIEVES IT IS HIS 'AESTHETIC
GENIUS, HOWEVER, THAT WILL
MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

INDIANS AND BLACKS AND

A5 FOR FRATERNIZING WITH THE
NATIVES, MILLER HAS FOUND
THEM TO BE QUAINTLY CONVIVIAL,
IF SOME OF THEM PERHAPS TOO
FRIENDLY...

MY GIRLS RE
CLEAN, GUY.
CLEAN GIRLS.
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/0.94 EOR /0O
METERS IS REALLY
QUITE GOOD,
>DIANA!
SWISH |
WAS SURE
WHAT THE WORLD

( ReADY?

LET ME DO
)T AGAIN/!
ONCE

MORE/

RECORD AT 10-76 FOR [0O METERS/§ 2384

RECORD 15..)

AS OF THIS TIME, EVELYN ASHFORD HELD THE

\Iow, ALMOST LOST MY HEAD

FOR A SECOND--#/

" /0.977 STILL REMARKABLE /

DIANA, |F THAT PREVIOUS TIME IA

CORRECT... THEN YOU HAVE MOST

i

< HoLo on! LIKELY BEAT THE OUTDOORS WORL
D
THAT CAN'T 8E v
TAT canT B RECORD FOR WOMEN EASILY:
WAY PASSED

THE WORLD
RECORD?! y

DIANA!
ONCE MORE!|
| WANT TO

BE SURE/

I'M THE FASTEST

FOR YEARS HOWARD MILLER HAS ENTERTAINED

NO
YOU'RE NOT,
DIANA, ‘CAUSE
YOUR SISTER
TONANTZIN
CAN CATCH
YOU ANY oL’

{ AMERICAN ENGLISH >

GIRL IN THE WORLD!
-

REALLY?
< MY WATCH

MUST BE WRONG.

/T MUST BE--

=
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HIS OWN THEORY THAT THE 7RULY GREAT
ATHELETES OF THE WORLD NEVER ENTER OR
NEVER MAKE IT TO THOSE SPORTING EVENTS
DESIGNED TO DETERMINE WORLD RECORDS AND

SUCH...

MILLER CERTAINLY NEVER
EXPECTED TO HAVE HIS
MUSINGS CONFIRMED IN
PALOMAR..!




WHAT DO YoUu

WANT? | GOT NO
TIME TO FUCK
AROUND NOW.

e

7 Mpord @ B Now You ARE SURE You UM
:r;/ o (HOOR \IFO%.y p B HAVE SOMETHING TO SHow %
o=y HOLYWOOP™ | B ME.THEO? AuFF HurF-

- /?/ l ||I|‘|} |(l I | 11 j
7

SHERIFF |
CHELO DOESN'T
LIKE US PLAYING
AROUND HERE BUT
WE DO ANY WAY.

(

4

-~
1
e

2\‘
\\O-J

' ‘/ ///
( /,////////////'_'m‘\\\,,,\m
,l///, f\‘ ,h
Il

7
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> FUCKING AMAZING. |'M NOT
SURE ANYBODY IN THE STATES
KNOWS ABOUT THIS PLACE.

=SS (/' }AVE TO COME
BACK WITH A FLASH-
LIGHT AND MAYBE
A GUIDE. y

R} "
W ‘\\bmunm\um\\llmw wil
AW

CAME IN THIS WAY... §
OR WAS IT--) :

" n !
TR AT PR
an (\ v "

{ WAIT A MINUTE. | e "‘Mf"f'/"';""’!"'i'l‘ L

i

m

DION'T COME IN THAT . - [

FAR?! WHERE THE . Z ol
HELL 15 THAT Tas~ v i
SUNLIGHT??) b 3 & ‘ It

</ DON'T BELIEVE
THIS! HOW DID 1--2)

HEY, THEO/
THEO, CAN YoU
HEAR ME?/

=
\

\
\
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SENORA LUBA? ARE YOU
THERE? | AM AFRAID | AM A
LITTLE LOST, HEH...

<WAIT-! NOowW
THAT'S ANOTHER
WOMAN'S VOICE! p

{THAT'S -- THAT

LUBA WOMAN'S

AND s ol -/uNWO

FUCKING R WGIIE)-

AND YET ANOTHER
VOICE/ PERHAPS

FRTTTT RO TP |
Mambibldin

u
bbbt Lis,
[TRUTTRYr T

abi

COME
OUT/ SHOW
YOUR SELF/
WHO S5
THERE .?/?

DowN TO (

-~ LETS GET
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ARE YoU
O.K., SENOR
MEELER?

{ WAS | REALLY
INSIDE THE TEMPLE?
I'M NOT SURE OF ANY-
THING RIGHT NOW...)

Lo o

NC < AND.. AND
\ D/D/REALLY

THEO...WHY
DID YOU BRING
ME HERE?

7 1-1 AM SORRY, THEO...
COME ON. | WILL BUY YOU

AN ICE CREAM OR

SOMETHING ...

5-50 YoU
COULD GET
GOOD PICTURES

CAN | HAVE
A BABOSA
INSTEAD..?

GLAD YOU'RE BACK. THE
LANDLORD LET ME IN. HOPE YOU
DON'T MIND. ANYWAY, LETS d

s

GET DOWN TO BUSINESS...

I '
AN

AMERICAN

blbctontety _ﬁ IN PALOMAR
5 ‘ ) | ToBE
"\‘ I | CgNgLUDED
¢ Ul i 'N ART
' , ""'luL i "ﬁ” A, Two
' o S
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THE DAY BEFORE, THAT MAN FROM
THE UNITED STATES TOLD HER SHE WAS
POSS/BLY THE FASTEST WOMAN

SPRINTER /N THE WORLD...

THIS 15 THE REASON DIANA VILLASENOR
/5 UP SO EARLY ON A SATURDAY MORNING, .
A DAY WHEN HER OLDER SISTER TONANTZIN
USUALLY ALLOWS HER TO SLEEPIN.

UP UNTIL LAST NIGHT, THE
ONLY ACTIVITY DIANA LOVED
MORE THAN RUNNING WAS
SLEEPING. THAT HAS NOW
CHANGED.

THE FASTEST WOMAN THE PROSPECT OF THAT SENT
/N THE WORLD. DIANA'S IMAGINATION SOARING.
: SHE FANCIED THE ROAR OF CROWDS
AS SHE WINS EVERY RACE, THE KISSES
OF HANDSOME CHAMPION ATHLETES,
AND OF BEING THE FIRST WOMAN
ON MARS.

THEN, THE INEVITABLE LOW ’
AFTER THE HIGH.

EXISTENTIAL CONTENMPLATION
KEPT HER AWAKE MOST OF THE NIGHT;
WHEN FINALLY SHE CAME TO A
CONCLUS/ION :

D/ANA HAS DEC/DED
NOW SHE MUST BE THE
FASTEST OF ALL.
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) HE'S SPEAKING
> 17 ’ WHAT'S THAT ENGLISH, | GLESS.
Wi,ff% o HOWARDY GLUY SAYING? I THINK HE'S FROM
WAIT, HOW'S THAT? YEAH? SOUNDS THE STATES.
I'M ABOUT TEN MINUTES FUNNY.
FROM A SMALL TOWN

CALLED PALOMAR?Z)

=

NG O AL ey T 6 STAYING. CFINALLY GOING TO GET <You CAN'T! THIS |S THE
4 OVING ON THAT OLUR O, 4
ING LE ALLRIGHTS ILL BE STAYIN M THAT PHOTO JOLRNAL LY PHONE FOR MILES

/ ) YOU'VE BEEN THREATENING TO HEY, I'M TALKING A REAL
QggFgKg% WT%//CH /S WORSE l-,lﬁRE : START FOR THE PAST TWO YFARS, SECLUDED PLACE! THE LAST
e so R ML//-S/C THEY PUNISH EH? OK, HOWARD. WHERE CAN WORLD NEWS THESE FOLKS
MSELVES WITH! THE BEER'S O.K., / REACH You? ) GOT WIND OF WAS OF THE
THOUGH. AND THERE'S NO T: V.2 EH? DIONNE QUINTUPLETS ?
YEAH, I'M RENTING A PLACE WHERE {WHAT DO YEAH, HAHA ..>
I'VE SET P A LITTLE STUDIO/LABZ YoU MEAN )

NO REST FOR GENIUS, Y’ KNOW! > / CAN'T2)

m m WM IWIIIIMIWP soUNDS MoRe
. LIKE CHINESE
: 34
==z 1)
I .

<OK, BETH,
LOOK, I'LLTRY
7O GET IN TOUCH
WITH YOU SOON AS
! CANY/ SAY HI TO
BOB FOR ME?
RIGHT! BYE?>

7 1y
PR IS

l’.—

COPYRIGUT ©GUEERT HERNANDEZ- ] 785

SAPMERICAN ENGLISH >
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GILBERTO
“BUMP CITY”
HERNANDEZ

857

--AND |F | HEAR YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS

Pe

ARE BOTHERING TONANTZIN AGAIN, AUGUSTIN,
I'M GOING TO FORGET YOU'RE MY BROTHER

| |

il

I || I |
I il

-

1B
f‘lll

g— <

ALL MORNING/

WHERE IS THAT TONANTZIN
ANYWAY, CARMEN? I'VE BEEN
DYING FOR A FRIED BABOSA

SHE'S BEEN
SPENDING A LOT
OF TIME WITH HER
GRINGO FRIEND.
NOBODY EVER SAID
SHE WAS PICKY,
CHELO.

KNOW SHE LIKED
GRINGOS...

" YOU'RE KIDDING! THAT
GIRL WORKS FAST. | DIDN'T

HE'S A MAN,

ISN'T HE? THATS
MORE THAN ENOUGH
FOR TONANTZIN ¢

SINCE HIS ARRIVAL
IN PALOMAR,
HOWARD MILLER
HAS BEEN BUSY
CAPTURING THE
"HUMAN CONDITION’
WITH HIS CAMERA,
BUT IT HAS LEFT
THE JADED SELF-
PROCLAIMED
AESTHETIC GENIUS
FAMISHED FOR

A DIVERSION...

THAT IS IT,

TONANTZINI I AM /%/f///%
f

Y s

ALL OUT OF ( Yy /////// /
T

)‘)

MMMM, TOO BAD.
I COULD DO THIS
ALL DAY.
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YOU HAVE GOT
YOURSELF A REAL

‘, PORTFOLIO NOW,
TONANTZIN.

>

AS LONG
AS YOUR
CONNECTIONS
IN HOLLY WOOD
THINK SO TOO,
HOWARD.

YoU POSE
LIKE A NATURAL;
I AM MUCH IMPRESSED.
ITIS A BIG PLUS IN

YOUR FAVOR. i

f

I"“III" =23
s
m I Mlﬂu il

}'n m ﬂ'" ﬂ“'
I

‘."l ‘l"

wn\“
Auj\\\\ﬁ“”“ L 'l"’,) }/ﬂ

\«»\\u\w‘“\'WW““

l %Wu. alilbve
| /»’ R WM

W,

DO NOT GET YOUR HOPES UP TOO .
MUCH WITH THOSE PEOPLE, TONANTZIN.
MONEY 1S USUALLY THE ONLY TALENT’
THEY RESPOND TO...

BUT WON'T
THEY LISTEN TO
A GENIUS?

=
gz -
/

M‘
it W’%\

, ’ﬂﬂ(k\\" II‘

\
I'VE ALWAYS BEEN
PRETTY LUCKY; AND
| HAVE FAITH IN
YOUR TALENTS.

/ | WILL SHOW THEM
THE PICTURES, BUT THAT IS
ALL | CAN REALLY DO.
THE REST 1S UP TO
LADY LLCK.

SMILE WHEN
YoU SAY THAT,

PARTNER-/

HEH. YOUR TALENTS
ARE NOT AN EASY THING
TO IGNORE EITHER,
SENORITA.

[ il
” flin
x
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< POOR KID. DOESN'T

REALIZE SHE HASN'T A
" CHANCE OF GETTING VERY

FAR IN SHOWB/Z ...

SHE DOESN'T KNOW
WON'T HURT HER.
SHE'LL FORGET ABOLT
ME AND HOLLY WOOD
C ) SOON AFTER I'M

| GUESS IT WON'T BE
S50 BAD LIVING WITH HIM
IN THE STATES. HOPE THE
FOOD AND MUSIC |SN'T AS
AWFUL AS I'VE HEARD.




IT IS SO NICE THAT GOD HAS
SEEN FIT TO GIVE YOU SUCH
BEAUTIFUL CURLY HAIR, DORALIS,
AND NOT THAT MATTED NIGHT-
MARE THAT GROWS FROM
YOUR MOTHER'S HEAD.

HUH. THE POT CALLS
THE KETTLE BLACK...

HOLD STILL,
CASIMIRA.

MOM, 15 IT TRUE
WHITE PEOPLE COPY
EVERYTHING THEY
KNOW FROM

NORMAL PEOPLE?

GUADALUPE/
NO!/ WHO TOLD
YOU THAT/?

THEY DANCE
LIKE THEY'VE GOT
WEBBED FEET,

“( LUBA, THAT'S
~ ENOUGH/!

NO, SWEET-

HEART, BUT YOUR MOTHER'S

SHE USED TO GO OUT

HUH, OFELIA? GLY YEARS AGO...

TALKING SILLY, GIRLS.
WITH THIS ONE WHITE

" WHERE'S THIS WHITE
MAN GOING TO TAKE OUR
PICTURE AT, MOM?

OH, MARICELA,
THAT'S RIGHT/ HE
WANTED US IN FRONT
OF THE MOVIE HOLSE /
TSK, I'LL TELL YOU
GUYS WHAT--

YOU GIRLS FIX UP THE
LIVING ROOM A LITTLE BIT,
AND [I'LL BRING HIM
OVER HERE.

.

OK,
LETS GO,
GUYS...

YEAH. BUT THAT
GRIGORYEVICH

ARTZYBASCHEY
WAS A LIVING
poLL/!

INDEED, A PORTRAIT OF LUBA AND
HER FAMILY 15 WHAT MILLER
WANTS FOR HIS BOOK, BUT IT IS
NOT QUITE THE PICTURE LLBA IS

REST OF HER
FAMILY LOOKS
As BEAT/)
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HOWARD AND I'VE
BEEN BUSY BUSY BUSY,
CARMEN. MODELING TAKES
ONGER THAN YOU THINK,

MMMMM...
GLAD TO SEE
YOU'VE GOTTEN

L
BACK TO SERIOUS - BUT HE'S A GENILS SO
IT WAS PRETTY EASY.

BUSINESS, KID.

NOW 5COOT, SHORTY,
| 2 I'VE GOT TO FINISH HERE
. [ BEFORE DIANA GETS HOME.
~—\_ THIS BATCH OF BABOSAS
=N\ MAY BE MY LAST.
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TONANTZINS PROBABLY MY BEST
FRIEND AND | LOVE HeR,BUT

SOMETIMES SHE GETS THE WRONG
IDEA ABOUT THINGS...

SHES NEVER SHOVED ME QUT
OF HER HOUSE BEFORE...
I'D BETTER TALK To THIS
GRINGO MYSELF...

SO | HEAR. | ALSO HEARD SOME
STUPID RUMOR THAT YOU WERE GONNA
LEAVE WITH HIM TO THE STATES.

YEAH, SURE, | SAID, AND
| SUPPOSE YOUR SISTER DIANA'S
GONNA STAY RIGHT HERE
BY HERSELF, WHILE --

uno KNOWS? MAYBE
DIANA CAN GET A JOB AS
AN ACTRESS OR SOMETHING
HERSELF. | HEAR MOST FOLKS
IN HOLLY WOOD SPEAK
SPANISH ANYWAY, SO WE
SHOULDN'T NEED HOWARD
FOR TOO LONG; HE'S NICE,
BUT, YOU KNOW...

WHILE IT IS EVIDENT TONANTZIN
KNOWS LITTLE OF THE WAYS OF THE
WORLD OUTSIDE PALOMAR, PERHAPS
LUBA KNOWS TO
Q

0 MUCH... I . ‘
&=

Q
o
o

MEELER.

NEVER CALLED ME
SHORTY BEFORE,
EITHER ...

AIRRY

i hedl
‘\r*hHUQ i - A GHN
:

N o S

6




SENOR MEELER, WE'VE
DECIDED TO HAVE OUR PICTURE
TAKEN AT OUR HOUSE. THIS
OLD THEATER'S TOO LGLY,
YO KNOW...

OH ... OH, BUT YOU MISUNDER-
STAND, SENORITA. | WANTED YOUR
FAMILY IN FRONT OF THE MOVIE
THEATER BECAUSE...WELL, LET
ME TRY TO EXPLAIN....

'Iil""f;;f “!’.M‘ I\ﬂl \‘ |

i

’,:In ,“ |$

4'“’»‘”?:\
r

i

H’l!)l ‘

LR

YOU WANT... A PICTURE OF
MY FAMILY ALL SLOPPY AND
RAGGED --TO PUT IN A BOOK
FOR THE WHOLE WORLD
TO SEE--?

SEEN THAT LOOK
ON LUBA'S FACE BE LUCKY IF HE
WALKS AWAY WITH
SIX TEETH LEFT

IN HIS HEAD--

HAT THE HELL
DO YOU THINK WE
ARE? A FREAK

BEAUTY?/ YOL'RE
GOING TO MAKE HUNDREDS
OF DOLLARS BY MAKING US
LOOK BAD AND YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT
BEALTY?/

No..!

YOU DO NOT
UNDERSTAND;
1 WANT TO SHow
THE BEAUTY OF
YOUR TOWN...
YOUR LJVES...

it { WHAT THE HELL
DOES SHE KNOW
ABOUT... ART? >

‘‘‘‘‘

AN AMERICAN IN PALOMAR | 185



{DAMN! OF ALL THE GIRLS TO
GET INVOLVED WITH, | WIND UP
WITH A GODDAMN GROUPIEZ >

CGREAT SPIRITS HAVE " WAIT, WHAT.? SHE THINKS
ALWAYS ENCOUNTERED VIOLENT SHE IS COMING WITH ME--?
OPPOSITION FROM MEDIOCRE WHATEVER GAVE HER

MINDS.” > THAT IDEA..7

WELL, IF
I DON'T LOOK
AFTER TONANTZIN,
WHO WILL?

OH, |
CAN GLESS!

NOW, IF YoU
DON'T TALK TO
HER SOON--

STHATS WHAT
EINSTEIN SAID, WOMAN/

CHEW ON THAT A
SPELLY)D

TONANTZIN/ DON'T DIANA, YOU'LL HAVE
KEEP ME IN SUSPENSE/ il v TO BE PATIENT. HOWARD

57 ] WILL TELL YoU
WHAT SURPRISE?/ y 0 HIMSELF.

< GUESS | SIMPLY TELL
HER THE TRUTH: I'M COMMITTED
TO MY WORK; TO OTHER PEOPLE-
I'LL SIMPLY TELL HER...)

SCHRIST THAT LUBA AND
TONANTZIN GIVE NAIVETE®
A BAD NAME.)

{WELL, THE MOST BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS
GROW FROM SHIT, SO MY BOOK WILL
BE ONE GROUNDBREAKING BOUQUET.

HEY. | MAY HAVE A TITLE THERE.?

<{AH, BUT | SHOULDN'T
BE ANGRY. |/ SUPPOSE BEING
A STUCK FOREVER IN A PLACE
\ LIKE THIS WOULD IMPOVERISH
\ ANYBODY'S LIFE. SAD...

{S/6H, TONANTZIN, TSK...
WHAT WILL | TELL HER?
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ASSIGNMENT TO

LIES. LIES ABOUT HIS EDITOR SENDING HIM ON

NONSENSE. HE DOESN'T KNOW WHEN HE WILL RETURN
TO THE STATES BUT ISN'T IT WONDERFUL?

THAT'S.. THE SURPRISE N
You TwO HAD FOR ME? SURPRISE ...

OH. OH! YES,
DIANA, SURPRISE!
MY STOPWATCH

WAS CORRECT

AFTER Aiy

RUSSIA FOR TWO YEARS AND OTHER

L REALLY..? THEN
| AM THE FASTES
GIRL...OF ALL?

)

S Y
{CHRIST.

Ao s

7 UR
MILLER. JUST DON'T

]

V“ | \H‘»

L /\ WI Wl

M‘l

1 \\

| J”

o ¥

-
"‘- v“(’ 1S ‘(n
| ;

L] ””1

"
mmw'

u i

m

}W

e il
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7~ YoU SURE Yol WANNA
DO IT, AUGUSTIN? I MEAN, AFTER
WHAT YOUR 5/STER SAID...

SHUT THE FUCK
UP. CARMEN DON'T
TELL ME WHAT TO

DO, ASSBITE. :

HOLD IT!
TARGET
SIGHTED/

2

’ Sl

N @\\\\h

“ra

OH, TONANTZIN,

YOU EXPECT FROM
A GRINGO?

STOP NOW...WHAT DID

| .
Jﬂ'\'h‘l(h |

LI

” HE- HE-HE USED ME ...

TOOK THOSE PICTURES OF
ME...LED ME ON..HE

USED ME ..¢

”"fx’ o

i i KL
iy m/“” m i

I
I W I
i | ,L
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@ 7 ’/// 4
7, CARMEN,
@ ( 7, _,f‘ TARE |

WHO USED WHO?/ TONANTZIN,
THOSE PICTURES WERE YOUR |DEA/!
DID HE SAY HE WAS TAKING YOU
WITH HIM? JUST BECAUSE YoU
SLEPT WITH HIM --/

=

KE IT

wLo




[--1 WANT TO KILL
MYSELF... THEN-THEN
HE'LL FEEL LIKE SHIT...

OH,
TONANTZIN..!

e —————————

,, un

FORGET HIM/

HEY GuYS/

C'MON/

C'MON,

SENOR/ TAKE

OUR PICTURE,
PLEASE?

I AM ALL OUT
OF FILM, GUYS.
SORRY.

THE FUCk OUT
OF MY LIFE
FOREVER ? >

GO BACK HOME AND SHIT
ON YOUR OWN WOMEN,

‘ FUCKING GRINGO!

|

........

AN AMERICAN IN PALOMAR | 189



,/[( ..\WINNER OF THE
KONINICK PRIZE
FOR PHOTOJOURNALISM

P

| woulP Like To THANK
ABsoLVTELY No ONE FROM
PALOMAR FoR THIS PRESTIGIOUS
AWARD, AS ITwhs ONLY THROUGH
MY ExqrAORDINARY AESTHETIC EVE
THAT FiNE ART CouLD BE CULLED
FROM SycH AN OTHERWISE
DREARY, OVERUSED
SUBJECT...

-- AND By NO MEANS
FORGET oL’ SENOR ALBERTO
EINSTEIN'S GREAT QUOTE:

\ GREAT SPIRITS HAVE ALWAYS

ENCOUNTERED NIOLENT

OPPOSITION FROM MEDIOCRE
MIND

S
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To MY ARTISTiC PEERS MORE
FASCINATED WITH MY SUBJECT, [
SAY VISIT PALOMAR AT YouR OWN
RISK. | CANT GUARANTEE YoU'LL
ALSO EXPERIENCE THERE THe KIND
OF PHYSICAL AND EMoTioNAL PAIN
THAT BEGETS ART, BUT THE

FooD AND MUSIC MAY BE
ENOUGH FOR YOU..,

~- BECAUSE
THE MEDIOCRE
MIND YOU
ENCOUNTER

BE YOUR
i OWN.

-

N




WEEKS LATER, CARMEN WILL STILL NOT SPEAK TO SHERIFF
CHELO FOR BREAKING AUGUSTIN'S ARM WHEN SHE
ARRESTED HIM AND HIS GOONS FOR THE ASSAULT.
AS FOR THE BATTERED BUT WISER MILLER, HE GLADLY
FOLLOWED CHELO'S SUGGESTION OF LEAVING PALOMAR
WITHOUT SO MUCH AS A GOODBYE TO ANYONE.

SEE? |
TOoLD You!

YEAH, THEY'RE
GRINGOS, ALLRIGHT.
WONDER WHAT 4
THEY'RE DOING?

WE SHOULD ASK
‘EM_ IF THEY KNOW
SENOR MEELER!

A LOT OF GRINGOS
HAVE BEEN COMING
AND GOING SINCE HE
LEFT. WONDER IF HIS
BOOK ABOUT US IS
OUT ALREADY?

THEN THEY'D

’ THE FASTEST GIRL
B IN THE WORLD,
DIANA/ )

BULLSHIT! ALL THAT
CRAP ABOUT WORLD
RECORDS AND ART AND
HoLLY WOOD/! HE WAS
A GENIUS, ALL RIGHT.
GENIUS BULLSHITTER.

|
AM THE
FASTEST!

KNOW THAT YOURE [

/4
THEO, WHEN 3
I'M THROUGH, I'M 2
GONNA BE THE
FASTEST
EVER/

ARE YoU )
STILL HANGING
ON TO THAT

BULLSHIT?/ /
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AS TIME PASSES IN
PALOMAR, THE DAILY
RITUALS OF WORK AND
PLAY EASE THE
MEMORY OF HOWARD
MILLER AND HIS
PROPOSED BOOK OUT
OF THE MINDS OF THE
PEOPLE. MOST FOLKS
HAVE ALREADY
FORGOTTEN HIS NAME,
MUCH LESS REMEMBER
HIS FACE.

BACK IN THE
UNITED STATES
MILLER WISHES
HE COULD BE SO
LUCKY.

DESPITE THE LOOKS OF
THINGS, TONANTZIN HATED
TO DO WHAT SHE JUST DID,
BUT FEELS SHE HAD NO

OTHER CHOICE: IF SHE DOESN'T
LOOK AFTER DIANA, WHO

OF COURSE, TONANTZIN'S LITTLE
DISPLAY HAS ONLY SERVED TO
ENCOURAGE DIANA EVEN MORE.

TONANTZIN SAYS THAT SHE
DOESN'T MIsS MEELER MUCH, AS
SHE NEVER HAD ANY REAL FEELINGS
FOR HIM. SHE JUST WISHES HED
HAVE BEEN AROUND TO PAY
HALF THE ABORTION FEE.

I'M HOPING HER ENCOUNTER WITH HIM
HAS ONCE AND FOR ALL EXORCISED
HER NAIVE ASPIRATIONS OF

CONQUERING SHOWBIZ.

BUT WE SHALL
SEE WHAT WE
SHALL SEE.
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AH, THE WIDOW TIBLRCIA/
NOW THERE'S A BEAUTY FOR
YO, ANACLETO.

WARM, FRIENDLY,
NICE SMILE, A LITTLE
NAIVE, NICE SMILE ...

AH, BUT YOU
FORGET, PEPO. HER
HEART ALREADY

BELONGS TO /M

ANOTHER.

(" OH, THATS RIGHT! SHE GAVE HERSELF T0 THE LORD |,
AFTER HER HUSBAND CROAKED. BOY, 4/ GETS ALL I
THE CUTE GIRLS/ \

N |

‘1\

LA INDIA LUBA! AH YES,
THAT S5S5L.0WWW GAIT OF
HERS HAS BEEN KNOWN
TO MELT GLACIERS, M'BOY.

SHE'S TOO
SWEET ANYWAY/
WHAT YOU WANT 15
SOMEONE. MORE
GRRR--7

HERE
COMES
SOMEBODY
WHO'S
PLENTY

COPYRIGHT DG ILBERT HERNANDEZ /785
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/ WELL, NAW. SHE'S GOOD
LOOKING BUT WAY TOO STACKED.
AND SHE'S GOT CHICKEN
LEGS.

7
7 /, ey,

//f/f
// /////

YOU LIKE LEGS?
HOW ABOUT DIANA
VILLASENOR?

OH, C'MON,
PEPO / SHE'S
JUST AKID/
DON'T BE

RIDICcULOUS!

" HEY/ A WOMAN'S A WOMAN,
HERACLIO! I'M TRYING TO SET
UP MY LONELY PAL HERE /

HO -HO/!
WHO'S THAT?

/ ““\\\\\\\
U‘\ AR
R o vyl

/SHERIFF CHELO? NOW, SHE'S
A FINE, STRONG WOMAN INDEED/

ARRESTS BEFORE SHE LOCKS EM UP.

SHE PERSONALLY BATHES WHOEVER SHE

THE LITTLE
/

AH, NOW YOURE TALKING REAL BEAUTY, GU‘/.’\
NOT ONLY IS CARMEN A PARAGON OF LOVELINESS,
SHE 1S ALSO A BRIGHT, PERCEPTIVE WIT, A FINE
COOK, AND HAS MASTERED THE ART OF BODY
MASSAGE...AND SHE USES - HER- WHOLE -BODY...

IN MY MIND,
NO FINER WOMAN
EXISTS...

N
)
N

il

I
// l
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HEY, DID You SEE
THAT? SHE WINKED
AT ME! SHE--




BETTER LUCK NEXT TIME...

HEH...THE WOMAN IN QUESTION
IS MY WIFE CARMEN, ANACLETO.

AH, BUT
PALOMAR 1S
FILLED WITH
SINGLE BEAUTIES,
GUY! HAVE
FAITH ?

THATS_TONANTZIN
VILLASENOR, GLY. A
GRRRR WOMAN IF THERE
EVER WAS ONE! HER
FAVORITE WORD IS
MORE..0

Al m\

g™

«

i (~-)

///

ADMIT, BUT SHE'S NOT

THEY DON'T COME
MUCH, EH, HEALTHIER
THAN TONANTZIN, I'LL

FOR YOU, ANACLETO.
S8HE'S A MAN-EATER.

yt l”i(nf

YEAH, TONANTZIN NO FORGET HER/ IF YoU
15 WHAT'S REFERREDTO ) sUcy Ne| WANT TO BE RENDERED
AS TOO MUCH OF A CREATLRE / JE\L COMPLETELY USELESS BY

GOOD THING! = => A FEMALE, IT OUGHT TO

BE BY THE QUEEN OF
WOMEN HERSELF/
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NO, HERACLIO! NOT
ZOMBAZ HE'S JUST A YOUNG
MAN, HERACLIO/ NOT

‘I - ZOMBA--17/

Ly
.

) vo

V4

ZOMBA \

WOULD DESTROY

U, ANACLETO. SHE'S

TURNED THE STRONGEST

MEN INTO QUIVERING
HEAPS OF FLESH.

CRUSHED
LIKE
GNATS/
)

€ESH
¥R REESH

MEN ARE
BUT FOOD TO
HER. SHE MUST
DEVOUR A MAN
IN ORDER
TO LINE ../ )/

ZOMBA ANOWS A MAN'S
WEAKNESSES, GUY, BE THEY
INTELLECTUAL OR PHYSICAL
THERE ISN'T A MAN ALIVE WHO
CAN RESIST HER MONSTROUS
LOVE! PALOMAR'S FULL OF
HER WRETCHED VICTIMS.

NO MAN IS
SAFE WHILE
ZOMBA WALKS
THE EARTH.
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SHE SOUNDS... BUT ISN'T
TOO DANGEROUS./ THAT WHAT

ANACLETO?

LIFE'S ALL ABOUT )

SHE 1S

/( ANACLETO'S A NICE
GUY, BUT NOT MANY OUT OF
TOWN GUYS CAN HANDLE
THE WOMEN HERE ..

A7/
AUy “\\
Qalr Wi
E

=
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| DON'T KNOW
MANY LOCAL
GUYS WHO CAN
EITHER.

SEE
YOU LATER,
PEPO.

MISTRESS OF GUYS TRYING TO FIND ME A OK .
ALL SHE GIRL AND ALL, BUT | OUGHT ANAC{.ETO.’ '
SURVEYS. TO BE GETTING BACK TO SORRY WE |

WELL, | APPRECIATE YOU

FELIX NOW.

/

NICE
MEETING YOU,
HERACLIO.

COULDN'T BE OF
MUCH HELP/

GEE, ALL THAT TALK
ABOUT WOMEN AND
STUFF GOT ME

PRETTY HORNY ...

CARMEN'S
NEVER IN THE
/7000 THIS
EARLY IN THE
DAY, THOUGH...

WONDER IF
SHE HAS STILL

GOT THAT LINGERIE
CATALOGUE LAYING
AROLIND...




QUERIDA? YOU
HOME YET.?

AND LOCK THE DOOR,

COME IN HERE '

HERACLIO-/_/

ARE YOUL OK,

A

2

7
L1100

7

0777,

7/,

CARMEN? WHY
ARE THE CLRTAINS
DRAWN? WHY-?

SHUT UP AND
COME TO MAMA,
NAUGHTY BOY.

EVER HAVE
ONE OF THOSE
GOOD DAYS?

THIS TOWN'S GOT/
ANY WORK DONE

BY THE BIG SLIPPERS OF B/G
SLIPPERDONM! WHAT GREAT GIRLS

I'D NEVER GET, Z &
LIVING HERE? /8

i ;

THEN AGAIN...IT

DEPENDS ON WHA

ONE CONSIDERS
WORK../

’!{ II f! ”‘
i

|

N ——-

— Jl’
Ll

I

EXCUSE ME,
SENORITA... )¢

)

1

|

|

:

OUER DA~ DARLING (~ KEH-REE -THIK )
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IT'S UNLAWFUL FOR A GIRL MY
AGE TO BE SHOWING MORE THAN
THREE FOURTHS OF LEG IN PLBLIC.

OH.. | THOUGHT You
WERE SHERIFF CHELO! HAVE
You SEEN HER AROUND?

No. AND You
DON'T LooK LIKE ISN'T THAT
A CRIMINAL To SO DUMBR?
ME, SENORITA~

x!”l [

i

DUMBEST
LAW | EVER
HEARD OF

LET'S PUT IT THIS WAY:
I'D TRADE EVERYTHING FOR
LEGS LIKE THAT.

S/GH, MM-HM/
WHAT DO YOU THINK
THEY SEE IN HER
ANY WAY?

WHY 15 |T MEN
ALWAYS MAKE
THEIR DECISIONS
WITH THEIR --£R,

THINGIES/

DID YOoU SEE THE &M
CUTIE THE BABOSA BB
BIMBO'S WITH? 4

ASIT IS,

X
I

(

ACTUALLY, | PREFER IT THIS
WAY. JF THEY EVER USED THEIR
BRAINS WE MIGHT HAVE TO START
TAKING THEM SERIOUSLY.

\ \~ ARISN

v

TR

I AL E r
LE i o T
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POOR JESUS... SO TIRED.
THEY MAKE YOU WORK SO HARD,
DON'T THEY?

WELL, NOW MAMA LUBA'S
HERE TO TAKE YOU AWAY FROM
ALL THAT, OK..?

AHH...BUT YOU'RE NOT
TOO TIRED FOR MAMA, ARE
YOU SWEETHEART..?

1?1-1'*—1') v -
',ﬂnk )” w,\y
113
Y
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HE’LL LISTEN TO YOU, \
MAN. HE'S ALWAYS SAYING
How IT'S HIS FAULT YOU'RE

i \[ “A., g ,‘”[
M‘ b / "M‘l

Mty 1 ‘ |
oo !‘}v“" "’i, i l;m s " M’M HERE IN THE FIRST PLACE.
1‘ { 1 ’w“ i i ' 1“, It
! (It | ¢ o “1};4 Wi il i
ff J“ S “”H‘]“‘ i Y]H((J
P 0 B
I W{,Ji " v
‘ i

JESUS, ITS OBREGON.
HE'S GONNA DO IT THIS
TIME, | THINK. WE TRIED
TO STOP HIM.

SO WHAT MAKES
YOoU THINK | CAN--

Y B3 B el
B~ Y-

YOU'LL NEVER MAKE lT,\
OBREGON. WE'RE TOO FAR
FROM THE MAINLAND.

BESIDES, THE SHARKS...

FORGET IT, JESUS!
I'M GOING! YOU CAN'T
STOP ME! | KNOW
WHAT |'M DOING/

7/ YOU'VE ONLY
GOT TWENTY SIX
MONTHS TO GO,
FOOLY DON'T
FUCK IT UP

) g V7
// SHARKS?! YoU THINK
'M SCARED OF SHARKS?/

THE CRITTERS COULDN'T FINISH
ME OFF THE FIRST TIME/ | CAN
HANDLE ‘EM --

.

%‘W i
o
il

}
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THAT FUCKING LAWYER
WHO SENT ME HERE IS

RIGHT AT THIS MOMENT
SCREWING MY WIFE/

{ GONNA KiLL
A\, EM BOTH.

YEAH, WELL, I'LL ADMIT
THE SHARKS'LL TREAT YOU
BETTER THAN DROMUNDO
WILL WHEN HE GETS
THRO)![JGH WITH

AWWW SHIT...
WHo Do | KILL
THEN..? SO8..

C’MON, MAN/
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LET'S MAKE IT THREE/'
C'MON..!

l||| “\\‘!&W

“T ‘I’ nl”“;” “\
gl Ji‘“r"[“ Ll

SHOW CARLOS
HERE THAT NEW

P NAW..NOT
{  TONIGHT...

SN ON MY MIND...
; - \ ‘ il

V YOU'NVE SEEN WHAT DROMULNDO
DOES TO GULYS WHO TRY TO ESCAFPE,
OBREGON/! AND YOU KNOW NOBODY EVER
GETS THRODGH HIS FINGERS. THIS AIN'T
NO MOVIE. YOU MAY AS WELL JUST

HANG YOURSELF NOW...

AW, C'MON/
WE'LL LET YoU GET
ON TOP EVEN/!
T

i
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i
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HEY THERE, BOY.

I THINK YOU'D BETTER HAVE

A LOOK AT THIS...
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OUTTA HERE SHOFF HOFF: BUT. JESUS... 4 o
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THOUGH JESUS ANGEL
HAS NEVER HAD RELATIONS .
W/ITH LUBA, HE HAS INDEED = -~
INDULGED /N OVER FIFTEEN
THOUSAND DIFFERENT SEXUAL <
FANTASIES OF THE WOMAN e
FROM THE MOMENT HE
FIRST SET HIS EYES ON HER f
SOME TWELVE YEARS AGO IN \“‘,
PALOMAR ... g\\\“\‘y Z

NOW, TO JESUS'S
CONFUSION, HIS -
ESTRANGED WIFE LAURA <

/S REPLACING LUBA - 7
MIDWAY THROUGH THESE NS
IMAGINARY INTERLLDES. : =

- - - ' !
BUT WHY? LAURA IS THE ’ — s
LAST PERSON HE WANTS 4 ,/%c;i M t
70 THINK ABOUT... P i) s S Gt i .
0 AB N R\ N

-
y‘,. ¥’ YEAH, HE'S UP THERE ON THE
Md  HILL EVERYDAY LOOKING DOWN
¥ ON US, BUT HE WON'T COME
: B, DOWN HERE, NO SIR../

| GOT A PLAN THAT
EVEN HE CAN'T STOP, MAN/
IF YO WANT IN ON IT JUST
LET ME KNOW, HUH.?

I'M TELLING
YOU, JESUS, THAT
DROMUNDO DOESN'T
SCARE ME ONE
BITY
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THE HELL WITH THAT
NOISE, BOY/ C'MON IN/
THE WATER'S FINE/

NO. NOT LUBA. SOMEONE ELSE.
THINK OF SOMEONE ELSE. LUBA
ONLY LEADS TO LALURA.

i
[||[l“““ll\
I,

|, mumlU'
”|| il

’l } "“J ]
o

|

i

g
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:w‘r‘:llltl“{J W{ ':J\‘[‘ il ”
il ,“ ”}V‘d"! Jlf‘{!/f M' 'J[?H,hm‘

=7

D AHEE _1 I

AH, TONANTZIN? THERE YOU GO. SHE AND JESUS HAD QUITE AN AFFAIR GOING A YEAR OR SO
BEFORE HE WAS SENT HERE. LOVELY, VIVIFYING, SERENE TONANTZIN ...

SUCCESS.

LAURA /S NOWHERE
70 BE FOUND IN HIS
FANTASIES OF
TONANTZIN...

BUT IT 1S TOO LATE:
TRYING NOT TO
THINK OF
SOMETHING
USUALLY LEADS TO
THINKING ABOUT
/T...
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WASN'T EASY
KEEPING EVERYBODY'S
PAWS OFF THIS, BUT

HERE IT 1S UNOPENED.

I I w‘/ //..
IR

" AND MY CARMEN

PUTS FLOWERS ON
YOUR BROTHER TOCO'S
GRAVE EVERY THURSDAY
AS ALWAYS. CARMEN
SAYS TO TAKE CARE,
AND -

WELL, YOU
GUYS DON'T HAVE
TO HEAR THE LAST
PART...

SO WHAT'S IT SAY?

ONLY FUCKER
THAT EVER GETS
MAIL HERE AND
HE HOGS IT TO
HIMSELF/

WHO'S IT FROM?

LEAVE ‘IM
ALONE f HE'LL
READ IT TO US

WHEN HE'S

READ IT AGAIN,
HUH? THE PART OF
THE ALL-FEMALE BEER
DRINKING CONTEST,

JESUS. READ IT- JEEZ, HE'S

READ IT NINE TIMES
ALREADY, MAN.
LETS Go.

THERE'S NOTHING
WRONG WITH
TEACHING MusIc?

HEY. | HEARD YOU GOT
ANOTHER LETTER FROM YOLR
SISSY ACCORDION TEACHER

AL HERACLIO.
PAL RA ABOUT HAVING

READ IT

NOTHING SISSY

OK OK, | DIDN'T
MEAN NOTHING; SO
WHAT DOES HE
HAVE TO SAY?

HE'S FUCKING SMARTER
THAN ALL OF US PUT TO-
GETHER / HERACLIO WOULD
NEVER END UP IN A SHIT
HOLE LIKE THIS! HE READS
BOOKS, MAN/
FUCK You’/

z
=

‘(w AN

§
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WE BETTER STOP & ; o
Jjﬁhm“' J ‘

i

“EM. JESUS ALWAYS
GETS HIS BUTT HE AIN'T

Lo
{

DOING SO BAD
THIS TIME.

WHIPPED.

WHEN YOU WERE PREGNANT...
WHEN YOU WERE PREGNANT | THOUGHT
YOU WERE THE MOST BEAUTIFUL VISION
THERE COULD EVER BE.

FOR THE FIRST TIME MY FANTASIES
OF LUBA STOPPED COLD. | BEGAN TO LOVE
WHAT YOU WERE BECOMING...LIFE GIVING
LIFE...EVEN IF YOU DIDN'T LOVE ME...
OH, LAURA, LAURA...

HOLIDAYS IN THE SUN | 209



F LoVvE?? You ONLY LIKED ME PREGNANT
BECAUSE IT TURNED YoU oNZ LOVE. YOU ONLY
LOVE SOMETHING IF IT GIVES YOU A HARD ON/
DID You ‘LOVE'ME AFTER THE BA8Y WAS BORN?
DON'T THINK | DON'T KNOW ABOUT You
AND THAT SLUT TONANTZIN--7

IT'S TRUE; | WASN'T MUCH

EVER HAPPENED TO US.

WHEN YOU GET oUT
YoU WON'T HAVE TO
SEE ME EVER AGAIN.

HELP. | DIDN'T LOVE YOU EITHER.
WE'RE EVEN. YOUR TANTRUM
WAS THE BEST THING THAT

HEY...HEY,
OBREGON. YOU
WERE GONNA TELL
ME SOMETHING_,
ABOUT A PLAN::
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I'M...SO SORRY

ABOUT | I
OBREGON, JESUS. | KNEW .

\ HIM, TOO ...

'\ | L 00

HE ONLY HAD TWENTY SIX

MONTHS TO GO..TWENTY SIX,

THAT'S ALL...WHY COULDN'T
HE--HE ... AW, MARCOS ...

HEY. DON'T
BE A STRANGER,
HUH..?

/3
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WELL, HELL, BOY’ IF YOU'RE
GONNA IGNORE ME NOW, I'M
TAKING THIS JUNK OFF/

i

“ il
[ ‘1‘ H [“ il
.n‘»[{’mm‘rwmw‘mlm

‘. i [“lm}r n [! i
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R H»v/ W" e

YEAH, I'VE GOT BETTER
THINGS TO DO THAN WAIT P COME ALONG,

) JESUS, BEFORE THE &XJ
AROUND FOR You! FOOD GETS COLD. Jides
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AW, C'MON,
CARMEN HONEY/
| PROMISE | WON'T
READ WHEN I'M WITH
YOU ANY MORE...

JUNK?! THATS ONE HUNDRED YEARS
OF SOLITUDE BY GABRIEL GARC/A MARQUEZ !
ITS-IT'S GREAT, ITS--Aw, CMON/

HERACLIO,
THIS 1S THE
LAST TIME YOU'RE
GOING TO IGNORE
ME FOR THIS
JUNK/

ALL RIGHT THEN,
SENOR BOOK WORM/
TELL ME WHAT'S SO GREAT
ABOUT ITf

REALLY? WELL,
| DON'T KNOW
WHERE TO BEGIN/
THERE'S SO
MUCH -

LoveBiTes | 213



/n's ABOUT US,
CARMEN. IT'S ABOUT
OUR LIVES, UH..WELL,

NOT OUR LIVES, BUT--
OK, THIS:

MORNING WHEN SHE LEARNED

REBECA BLUENDIA
GOT UP AT THREE IN THE

THAT AURELIANO WOULD
BE SHOT.

SHE STAYED IN THE
BEDROOM IN THE DARK,
WATCHING THE CEMETERY
WALL THROUGH THE HALF-
OPENED WINDOW AS THE
BED ON WHICH SHE SAT
SHOOK WITH JOSE
ARCADIOS SNORING.

IF YOU SAY SO,
SWEETHEART.

HEY, PROFESOR/
EVEN A MUSIC TEACHER
NEEDS A DRINK NOW
AND THEN 7

OH

TO MISS THE

214 | HEARTBREAK SOUP

GLORIA, THANKS,
BUT | DON'T WANT

OK, CLASS.
THAT'LL BE IT
FOR TODAY.

PRACTICE THOSE
CHORDS, YSLAS.

/’LL DRIVE YouU
HOME, SILLY. HERACLIO,
IF YOU DON'T LOOSEN UP
YOU'RE GOING TO WIND
UP LOOKING LIKE
THAT MUNCH

THAT BAD,
HUH? HEH, MY
WIFE MADE ME TAKE
IT OUT OF THE HOUSE
BECAUSE A GUEST

MIGHT THINK THEIR
HOSTS HAD PAINT
ED SUCH A THING.

ACTUALLY, /M THE ONE WHO
SOMETIMES FEELS THAT WAY WHEN
I'M TEACHING MY GRAMMAR CLASS.

WHAT'S THE
POINT?

WHO EVER
REALLY LEARNS
ANYTHING?

EEAMPULURRRG .




HIDALGO ALONSON -
QU/IJANA-- WAIT, DON'
P TELL ME.... HIDALGO ALONSO AH, ALMOST HAD

You THERE, HERACLIO/
QUIJANA IS IN FACT DON 4 : ’
OUIXOTE HIMSELF 8Y OOH, NOW 7HERE'S A SIGHT!

| SURE ENVY YOU YOUR EXOTIC
14
CERVANTES! NEIGHBORHOOD. I'VE GOT THE
MOST INSPIRING VIEW OF
THE PICKLE FACTORY
FROM MY PLACE.

RASKOLNIKOV..? OH, GOOD
OL' RASKOLNIKOV? HE, UH...
HE'S FROM WAR AND
PEACE. SHE.?

OH, YoU'LL HAVE
. LM oo sgﬁgf{ THAN
" HE'S /SHMAEL'S
QUEEQUEG? CANNIBAL FRIEND IN
MOBY DICK BY
HERMAN MELVILLE.

NOT, WAR AND
PEACE? | MEANT
THE BROTHERS
KARAMAZOV !
LOLITA?

HOwW ABOUT ¥%=
RASKOLNIKOV ? J

AH, PALOMAR. THE BEAUTIFUL
SIGHT OF MO T.V. ANTENNAS. YOU
PEOPLE MUST HAVE ALL THE TIME IN THE
WORLD TO READ. CAN | RECOMMEND
CRIME AND PLNISHMENT BY

FYODOR DOSTOYEVSKY? A
RARE EXPERIENCE INDEED.

HE'S THE GHOST WHO'S
INDIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE FOUNDING OF THE TOWN
MACONDO \N ONE HUNDRED
YEARS OF SOLITUDE BY
GABRIEL GARCIA MARQUEZ!

MMMM. WELL, HERE'S
ONE YOU'LL NEVER GET:
WHO'S PRUDENCIO
AGUILAR?

OH, THAT. YEAH,
| SUPPOSE IT MIGHT
BE CONSIDERED A
‘CLASS/C’ OF SORTS.
WE ARE STICKING
TO CLASSICS AND
NOT NECESSARILY
MASTERPIECES.

PRUDENCIO AGUILAR ..
PRUDENCIO.. HMM...

WELL, SENOR,
YOU GOT ME WITH
THAT ONE.
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WHA--WHAT DO YOoU MEAN? SURE, IF YOU LIKE
‘COURSE IT'S A MASTERPIECE! RELENTLESS REPETITION
ITS FLAWLESS! AND CHILDISH HYPERBOLE.
ACTUALLY, | DID FIND
SCATTERED BITS OF IT
TO BE QUITE NICE...

.""”:l,
AMERRARARARAANIRARAMDLED
~waLnaanane

 NICE -2/ IT'S FUNNY AND SAD
AND WARM AND SLEAZY AND
AND PROGRESSIVE AND CRAZY
AND INTELLIGENT AND JUST
PLAIN BRILLIANT--/

/4 o
ST

HM. You MUST

MEAN THRT THIRD

| WAS TALKING
ABOUT...

WELL, GLORIA, | REALLY
APPRECIATE THE RIDE EVEN
THOUGH YOUR CYNICISM
BETRAYS YOUR ABILITY
TO COMPREHEND
TRUE BRILLIANCE.

WELL, HERACLIO,
THE PLEASURE ]S ALL
MINE EVEN THOUGH YOUR
POWERS OF DISCRIMINATION
ARE IMPOVERISHED DLDE TO
AN ARRESTED ADOLESCENCE.
SEE YOU MONDAY.

HO HO! YOUR SECRET'S
SAFE WITH US, BUDDYBOY/
SHE'S PRIME CUT/

WITH FRIENDS
LIKE THAT, WHO
NEEDS A W/FE?

ITS A
MAN’S WORLD,
HERACL10! YOU
HAVE A RIGHT TO
ALL THE PUSSY
YOU WANT,

FORGET IT,
GUYS. CARMEN
KNOWS THAT
GLORIA'S JUST

THAT GLORIA.
SHES A DOLL.

A FRIEND.

-1e)24

IlIHlu.....‘(
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WHY ARE ALL
THE GOOD ONES
EITHER GAY OR
MARRIED../

OH, GREAT,

GUYS! NOW I1L

NEVER GET ANY
SLEEP.

4'32-6

-4

) o |y
i NIGHTS
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NOW THERE'S
A WALKING SCANDAL,
TONANTZIN. CAN YoU
BELIEVE THAT
GAIT?

SHE WALKS SLOW
ON PURPOSE 'CAUSE IF
SHE TRIPS SHE CAN'T
GET UP AGAIN,
CARMEN.

A

o\

. ‘H\'.
I, AR

|~

AN

| KNOW. AFTER
FOUR KIDS I'™M SURPRISED
SHES NOT A HUNCHBACK

NV | MEAN T/ LUBA'S NEVER
'\\C BOTHERED EITHER OF )/OU. SO
; JUST KNOCK IT OFF! 1

DID YoU KNoOw
SHE DYES HER HAIR?
SHE'S ONLY THIRTY-TWO

' P7cH. FOUR GIRLS AND | HEAR SHE'S GOT WHY
FROM FOUR DIFFERENT )} MORE GREY HAIRS DON'T You ok ) SWEAR, YOU TWO AST sput-/
GUYS AND SHE'S ST/LL THAN A GRANNY? TWO LAY LIKE LITTLE KIDS !
NOT MARRIED. OFF HER,
HUH?

:”;}

’
AN

}/

}

\ b

W

| DIDN'T KNow/
HE EVEN ANEW HER/
IT SURE SEEMS HE KNOWS

TTY THERE YoU
HERCPAQREMgN..YJELL' GO, TONANTZIN/

JUST FORGET

OH..W-WELL, HE'S
‘ ALWAYS LIKE THAT
wHﬁg?\'},TH - WHEPLI DEI_NNER'S

/ DON'T KNOW...
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> Now WHY DID | DO
K 1/AT? CARMEN DISLIKES
LUBA ENOUGH AS IT IS.

TOMORI

OK,
CARMEN. I'LL
SEE YoU

PP TSy

1S IT...UH,
SAFE TO GO IN,
TONANTZIN?

SEE FOR
YOURSELF.

ROW.

- ATy

gt G
|

YOU BETTER EAT BEFORE
THE SOUP GETS COLD.

TILL THE DAY HE DIES HERACLIO WILL
NOT REMEMBER EXACTLY WHAT IT
WAS THAT HE WHISPERED LOVINGLY
INTO HIS WIFE'S EAR...

EMBARRASSIN
NN .

IN FRONT OF MY BEST FRIEND,

G ME-!
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OF HORNETS!

WHAT 1S IT WITH THE
WOMEN OF THIS TOWN,
TIPIN TIPIN? THEY'VE
ALL GOT THE TEMPERS

WELL, IN YOUR CASE,

HERACLIO, YOU'VE GOT

To REMEMBER THAT IN

FRONT OF HIS WIFE A MAN

MUST NEVER EVER DEFEND
ANOTHER WOMAN, NO
MATTER WHAT THE
CIRCUMSTANCES/

WITH YOUR WIFE

--AND NEVER
TRY TO FLIRT

WHEN SHE'S
STILL MAD.
Jeel

DEAR DEPARTED WIFE
ENGELBERTA...

_queN WHEN | FIRS' Hep
HeR HAND, | SWEAR [T FELT
LIKE A LI'L TINY BIRDIE .

TWEET TWEET 2 RPZ

SHE NEEDED NO
DISHES To RENDER ME INTp
SUBMISSION; HER FLYING
DROPKICK WAS ENouGH..
OH, ENGELBERTA...

Lub BLIBBLABBL g
8LUB BLUBBLYR
BLB BLBBLB.,

--BLB BLB 818 8LB

BLB BLB BLB BLB
gLB BLB 818 8.8

BLB BLB 88..

@

‘ll -, /]§ “'l\
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AH, I'VE KNOWN YOUR LOVELY
WIFE SINCE SHE WAS BUT A BABE.
WHERE DOES THE TIME GO? |T GOES
IN CIRCLES | SAY, BECAUSE SHE
REMINDS ME SO MUCH OF MY




ol SHE'S STILL UP...GOT YOUR
- ROLLING PIN ouT EH SHORTY?
K WELL, | SAY p//oogyl

3 WHAT AM | ?
& SAYING?/ WHo
IS SHE? MY
MOTHER?/ 4

| KNOW...ZA /ND/A. YEAH,
LUBA'S ALWAYS BEEN A PAL TO
ME. CARMEN STILL DOESN'T KNOW
THAT LUBA TOOK MY VIRGINITY
NEARS AGO. IN FACT, NOBODY
KNOWS BUT ME AND OL LUBE ...

. | WON'T GIVE HER THE SATISFACTION !

5(TA MAKE HER UNDERSTAND SHE

Cm SHOVE ME AROUND--! Tiinks
‘M AWIMP, EH? HAH, 1'D LOOK

VP o GLORIA [F SHe DIDN'T
LIVE TWO TowWNS AWAY/

HELL, YEAH...I'LL GIVE

CARMEN SOMETHING
To BE MAD

ABOUT Now..?

JITTTTITT

[Hr

( ' . I r M ur ” ’a‘ J‘I 1!:\
w "U il \ 4 I 1 TR R
1(!({! ‘[‘( I ‘\H \\H/ W‘ Ul!l[ﬁ. h\‘: lh H J” I ‘ l [”rq

f q
MOM, THERE'S OH, ITS NOTHING, I'M READY FOR OH, OFELIA! PUT
SOMEONE OUT KIDS. GO ON BACK HIM, LUBA! THAT AWAY/ | KNOW
THERE ../ TO BED NOW. WHO 1T 15! >

—

-]
| (8
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SEE HERE NOW...

l‘\} »

YOU WOULDN'T CLOBBER
ME WITH A BOWL OF HOT
SOUR WOULD You PALY2

NO, BUT
THE MERE
THOUGHT MAKES

MY MOUTH

NO, YOU GO TO
BED. I'LL TAKE CARE
OF THIS.

AND WITH PALS

LIKE YOU, WHO

NEEDS A_WIFE,
EH.?

AT APAL
VAP
\WHATAPAL-

[

“"f*;',',zz::.'.e!.‘!r
Al

GOOD OL' LUBA..YOU'VE PROBABLY
TAKEN MORE SHIT THAN ANYBODY IN
THIS GODDAMN TOWN OF NEANDERTHALS/

GUYS ALWAYS BUGGING YOU AND SHIT,
WOMEN WITH THEIR DAMN GOSSIP..

YOU'VE GOT MORE
GUTS AND TOLERANCE
OF ANYONE | KNOW, LUBA.
WHY DO You STAY IN
PALOMAR? WHAT'S IN
IT FOR YOU..?

S/GH, 'M HERE BECAUSE OF MY

WIFE CARMEN...SHE LOVES THIS TOWN,
THE PEOPLE..WELL, NOT EVERYBODY. SHES
NOT TOO CRAZY ABOUT YOU, Y'’KNOW...

A FRIEND TRIED TO TELL ME THAT WAS
BECAUSE CARMEN AND | HAVEN'T BEEN
ABLE TO HAVE KIDS AND YOU'RE NOT
MARRIED AND YOU'VE GOT FOUR GIRLS
RUNNING AROUND. | DUNNO, CARMEN
WON'T SAY ANYTHING...

MAN, CAN SHE BE UNREASONABLE/
IF SHE KNEW ABOUT THAT
NIGHT YEARS AGO v
WHEN YOU AND ME- N 7
JEEZ ...

LUBA HAD ALMOST FORGOTTEN ABOUT
THAT ENCOUNTER. IT WAS SUCH A
TRIVIAL MATTER TO HER THEN THAT
SHE WAS NOT CERTAIN WHICH OF THE
BOYS SHE HAD SEDUCED THAT NIGHT...

HEY, LUBA...ABOUT THAT
NIGHT..? WHY... HOW COME?
] MEAN, | WAS JUST A DUMB
KID, I DIDN'T... WHY? WHAT

WAS IN IT FOR You.?

Love BiTEs | 221
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" “UR-URSULA .. SAW...PRU-DEN-CIO...AG-U1--

0

AGUI/LAR ..AGAIN...IN.THE..BATHROOM ...UM,
US-ING..THE..ES-ES-PAR-TO.. PLUG ..TO. .WAS#//,
THE..CLOT-TED..BLOOD..FROM ...HIS..TH-TH --

WHO'S THERE.?
CARMEN ? WHAT'S
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AW, THIS TOWN ISN'T ALL =< | LOVE MY WIFE
THAT BAD. WE'VE NEVER HAD DEARLY, LUBA. 1 EZ GOODNIGHT,
TO WORRY ABOUT MILITARY . REALLY DO... £ HERCULES ..
OCCUPATION OR SHIT LIKE
THAT...WELL, NOT YET
ANYWAY...

GRUNT...
OK CARMEN,
NOW TELL ME
ALL ABOUT IT.

YEAH, THEY'LL BE
IN THERE ALL DAY
MAKING UP.

WHAT DO You
MEAN /S THAT
IT? WHAT DO YouU
WANT? 8L00D
EVERY TIME ?

Love BITES | 223
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VICENTE CAME HOME ONE DAY HE SAID THEY DION'T GIVE HIM ANY
LOOKING PRETTY BEAT. HE HAD REASON FOR THE SACK AND WHEN HE
JUST LOST HIS JOB AT THE WENT TO TALK TO ONE OF THE BOSSES,
PLANT. GATO, A GUY HES KNOWN FOR AT LEAST

TWENTY YEARS, THE BUM SAYS “/TS ouT

OF MY HANDS.” AND THAT WAS IT? LIKE
KNOWING A GLY FOR TWENTY YEARS
DOESN'T MEAN A GODDAMN THINGZ THEY
WEREN'T BOSOM BLDDIES BUT THEY WEREN'T
GOODAMN ENEMIES, EITHER?

1'D BEEN OUT OF A JOB MYSELF FOR
THREE WEEKS WITH NO PROSPECTS
IN SIGHT. | WAS ALREADY DOWN ToO
MY LAST FEW BUCKS AND MOST OF
VICENTES LAST CHECK WENT TO
PAYING OFF HIS DEBTS. DON'T EVEN
MENTION WOMEN ...

/ FORGET WHY, 8U7 WE GOT INTO A FIST FIGHT. | BUST TwO

A VICENTE COMES BACK WITH A BOTTLE OF CHEAP WINE
KNUCKLES CAUSE THAT RIGHT SIDE OF HIS FACE |S PRETTY AND WERE PALS AGAIN.

TOUGH. HE WALKS OUT WITH ONLY A POPPED LIP
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WE PUT ON OLUR GOOD SUITS AND HIT DOWNTOWN. INSTEAD OF JOBS
FALLING INTO OUR LAPS, WE FIND OLRSELVES IN THE MIDST OF
DOZENS OF PEOPLES IN THEIR GOOD SUITS WITH THE SAME [OOK
ON THEIR FACES THAT /'VE BEEI SEEING /N THE MIRROR LATELY.

WE MUST HAVE COVERED THIRTY PLACES THAT DAY,
EVERYWHERE WE WENT THERE MUST HAVE BEEN AT
LEAST TWENTY GUYS AHEAD OF US. CONSTRUCTION
JOBS, CARWASHES, DISHWASHERS, EVEN THE LOWEST
SHIT JOBS WERE TAKEN; THE JOBS ONLY THE POOREST
OF THE POOR LOCAL INDIANS USUALLY ACCEPT.
VICENTE AND | CONSIDER BECOMING HOUSE WIVES.

0 ="

0O g Oy
WININGY
3 N_J__(:ff@lﬂj. - L

LATER WE MEET UP WITH A FRIEND OF VICENTE'S FROM PALOMAR
NAMED LUBA. | DON'T USUALLY GET ALONG WITH THEM /NDIANS
FROM UP NORTH, BUT SHES O.K; SHE'S NOT STUCK UP LIKE
MOST OF HER PEOPLE.

WHILE THEY SHOOT THE SHIT | STEP OVER To THE CLURB TO
SCRAPE OFF SOME DR/IED DOGSHIT FROM MY HEEL. THIS
LADY PASSING 8Y LOOKS AT VICENTE AND LUBA AND CRACKS
TO HER FRIEND,“NOW AREN'T THEY A PAIR..”

VICENTE AND LUBA OVERHEAR THIS AND
THEY FIGURE THE BITCH WAS REFERRING
TO VICENTE’S IMISMATCHED SHOES. HE
WAS HOPING NO ONE'D NOTICE THAT HE
HAD DYED A BROWN RIGHT SHOE 70
MATCH HIS BLACK LEFT ONE.

AFTER LUBA'S GONE VICENTE TELLS ME
HE DIDN'T MENTION TO HER OUR SORRY
SITUATION EVEN THOUGH HE WAS SURE
SHE WOULD'VE BEEN GLAD TO HELP US
OUT MONEYWISE. PRIDE. IT'LL KILL
YOU, I'M TELLING YoU.

THAT NIGHT AT HOME | MAKE MY
USUAL SOUNDS ABOUT JOINING THE
ARMY AND ONCE AGAIN VICENTE
TALKS ME oUT OF IT...

THE WAY THINGS'RE GOING | 225



VICENTE FIGURES WE'LL BE
FIGHTING THE LJ.S. FOR SOME
REASON OR ANOTHER SOONER
OR LATER. HE'S PROBABLY
RIGHT, THE WAY THINGS ARE
GOING...

AS | DRIFTED OFF TO SLEEP | RECALLED SOME PARTICULAR NEWS FROM
THE U.S. 1'D HEARD THAT DAY: A MARRIED MAN AND WOMAN WERE
ATTACKED ON THE STREET BY TEENAGED BOYS WHO MISTOOK THE WOMAN
FOR A GLY. UH...DID THOSE GUYS EXPECT TO KILL THAT COUPLE, BECAUSE
THEY DIDN'T; OR DID THEY THINK A BLACK EYE OR A BUSTED ARM

WILL PREVENT THE SPREAD OF A.l.D.5.7

YEAH, WELL, THE WAY THINGS

ARE GOING THE EARTH OUGHT
TO BE ASSUMED FLAT AGAIN IN
A FEW YEARS...

INTO THIS DEEP HOLE AND I'M

HER SOMETHING TO EAT. | DON'T
LNDERSTAND DREAMS MYSELF...

| HAVE THIS DREAM AND VICENTE'S
FRIEND LUBA'S IN IT. SHES FALLEN

RUNNING AROUND TRYING 7O FIND

A WEEK PASSES AND OUR LUCK REMAINS T
PATHETIC. WE'RE DOWN TO ONE MEAL A DAY.
RICE AND COCA COLA. THE MUTTS IN OUR
NEIGHBORHOOD BEGIN 7O LOOK TASTY. WELL,

ALMOST.

FUCKING BROAD DAYLIGHT AND
THESE KIDS JUMP ME AND STEAL
MY COAT AND WHATS LEFT OF MY
MONEY.

| WAKE UP ONE MORNING AND
VICENTES ALREADY GONE.

YOUR CHANCES OF BEING HIRED
SOMEWHERE ARE BETTER [F YOURE
ALONE ANY WAY, SO | GET DRESSED
AND I'M OUT THERE.

| SAT THERE BOTH
LAUGHING AND
CRYING. | SHOULD
HAVE SOLD THE
COAT MYSELF FOR
EXTRA CASH LIKE !
HAD PLANNED
BEFORE.

FOR A DELIRIOUS
MOMENT [ THOUGHT
OF GOING BACK

70 MY WIFE, BUT |
CAME TO MY SENSES
BEFORE | EVEN
SCRAPED MYSELF
UP OFF THE DIRT.

/ WENT HOME TO GET MY NOT-SO- GoOD COAT
AND SET OFF AGA/N. | DIDN'T WANT TO GIVE
MYSELF ANY TIME TO SIT AROUND THE HOLSE
7O MOPE IN SELF-PITY.

()
[" L

ot
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BY MIDDAY | WAS FEELING SHITTY; MY SIDES HURT FROM
THOSE KIDS'GOD DAMN HARD SHOES, | WAS FAMISHED AND
A GORGEOUS NUBIAN MAIDEN CAUGHT ME PICKING MY NOSE.

mea¥fl )

t‘

:’{

/ SLIP INTO AN ALLEY TO SPIT UP IN PRIVATE WHEN THIS

GUY IN A SHARP SUIT COMES OUT OF THE BACK DOOR OF
THIS DINKY RESTAURANT AND HE ASKS ME IF | WANT A JOB.
/ ALMOST SHIT. IT'S ONLY A LOWLIFE BUS BOY DEAL, BUT
THE WAY THINGS ARE GOING ...

S =

- EXPL
% %JJ'IV

™

WE WALK INTO THE SMALL SMELLY
KITCHEN AND | MEET THE COOK. |
MANAGE TO TALK "EM INTO A QUICK
MEAL THAT THEY DEDUCT FROM
MY PAY. WELL, ] TOOK ONE B/TE AND
WAS OUT OF THERE LIKE A FLASH.

! WALKED FAST BECAUSE | DIDN'T
WANT 70 GIVE MYSELF ENOUGH TIME
TO CHANGE MY MIND oUT OF
DESPERATION. OR OUT OF SENSE.

THE FASTER | WALKED THE MORE
ANGRY /| GOT. WAS / ANGRY..”

;
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THAT ASSHOLE IN THE SHARP SUIT
TELLS ME THAT ANOTHER GLUY HAD BEEN
IN EARLIER FOR THE JOB BUT THEY DION'T
HIRE HIM BECAUSE HALF HIS FACE WAS
FUCKED UP AND HE MIGHT HAVE KEPT
CUSTOMERS AWAY. THEY TOLD HIM IT
WAS BECAUSE OF HIS EARRING. AND
KNOWING THAT DAMN VICENTE HE
PROBABLY BELIEVED 'EM!

COAT WAS NOWHERE JO BE SEEN.

1 FOUND VICENTE AT HOME BUSILY PREPARING A STEAK
DINNER FOR THE BOTH OF LUS. TWO BOTTLES OF COLD GERMAN
BEER AWAITED OLR PARCHED PALATES. HIS GOOD SU!T

k}
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LOOK, | DON'T DESCRIBE THINGS VERY WELL. I'M NO WRITER.

| SOMETIMES FORGET WHAT I'M SAYING, UH ...IN MID-SENTENCE
WHETHER I'M TALKING TO ONE PERSON OR TO ONE THOUSAND.
ANYWAY, [IL TRY TO MAKE THIS AS QUICK AND EASY AS
POSSIBLE ON EVERYONE, OK?

ALL RIGHT, FIRST AND LAST THERE /S CARMEN. PERIOD.
CARMEN, MY JEWEL [N THE CROWN, MY SALVATION
FROM OBLIVION, MY LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS.
CARMEN, THE CENTER OF THE UNIVERSE , THE
LOVELIEST GROUP OF MOLECULES EVER TO ASSEMBLE,
CARMEN THE ETERNAL FLAME...

CARMEN, CARMEN, CARMEN. MY STRENGTH
ANO MY WEAKNESS. FIRST ANO LAST AND
EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN... DO | MAKE
MYSELF CLEAR?

ORCRIEN

BY GILBEAT ‘THE SLSSIAN NIGHTMASE' HE ANANDEKOV- 1986

THIRTEEN YEARS AGO, AFTER MY BIG SISTERS GOT MARRIED AND MOVED e { R \Quosiau, <)
AWAY LEAVING ME ALONE W/TH MY PARENTS, MOM CONVINCED DAD IT RRRENTN \
WAS TIME WE GOT OUT OF THE CITY WHERE | WAS RAISED AND WE SAN ‘o \
MOVE TO A NICE, QUIET VILLAGE IN THE SOUTH. WELL, THAT VILLAGE SANTUARIO h v
WouLD TURN OUT TO BE OL PALOMAR . PALOMAR'S ‘ WA \}
QUITE ISOLATED, | ~Tm- N ounaims
EVEN FOR A W OF THE
SMALL TOWN. N CIENC/A
THE CLOSEST o ‘v INDIANS
TRAIN STATION IS -
IN FELIX. THERES
A PUBLIC BUS

THAT COMES UP
FROM FELIX BUT
THATS ONLY IF =
THE DRIVER ISN'T
T00 LAZY AND

PRETENDS TO 8
FORGET 70 STOP
HERE.

ISLANDS
OF THE

PiTO/0
IND/IANS

nml'-“l;

WA
oyt )y

y

[

i

] THOUGHT MY PARENTS

WERE JOKING. WE MAY AS
WELL HAVE MOVED TO PLUTO!
AFTER WE SETTLED IN, | ALMOST
CRIED THE FIRST TWO WEEKS WE
WERE THERE, | WAS SO MAD AND
SCARED AND FRUSTRATED. |
WASN'T TO START SCHOOL FOR
ANOTHER COUPLE OF MONTHS,
SO MOST OF THE TIME | SAT
INDOORS LOOKING OUT

MY BEDROOM WINDOW IN
GROWING FASCINATION THE
LOCALS GO ABOUT THEIR
PLUVIAN BUSINESS.

’/”M/H
|
WHEN MY FOLKS COULD STAND IT

NO LONGER, THEY ORDERED ME TO 4
GO OUT AND MAKE FRIENDS. TO THIS | :

DAY THEY STILL WONDER IF THEY s — - 0 7
MADE THE RIGHT DECISION, mau/‘m 4 | . . s —
CONSIDERING WHO TURNED OUT : _ Vi )
70 BE MY FRIENDS... e _ e '

N

;l"
4]

TRANSIATED BY BI/G DADDY H|GGENBOTHAM
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FIRST THERE WAS VICENTE. DESPITE THEN THERE WAS LANKY AND FEY ISRAEL, THE AS | BEGAN TO APPREC/ATE THE BEAUTY OF
ALWAYS HORNY SATCH, KEYED-UP AND CONFUSED MY NEW HOME AND ITS GOOD FOLK, THE
ANTICS OF ONE PARTICULAR PERSON CAUGHT

MY ATTENTION MORE TIMES THAN ANY OTHER.

HIS PROBLEM, HE WAS GENUINELY

;R%vfo;? :ﬁo 46;5;422? F\//a%/}v 4 JESUS AND HIS WHACKY LITTLE BROTHER TOCO.
%) AFTER ONLY A WEEK OF HANGING OUT WITH THESE

ASTHIMA TIME TO TIME ... GUYS | COULDN'T |MAGINE LIVING ANYWHERE ELSE.

/ GUESS CARMEN JIMENEZ R EN) N 17 - . - ~ B y;
WAS ABOUT ELEVEN, BUT SHE WHETHER ALONE OR CONSPIRING WITH HER BROTHER AUGUSTIN AND SISTER LUCIA, CARMEN

LOOKED EIGHT. | WAS FOUR- SEEMED UBIQUITOUS 5 ALWAYS POKING IN OTHER PEOPLES AFFAIRS, SOMETIMES TO GOOD EFFECT,

TEEN. | DON'T THINK SHE SOMETIMES NOT. HER POOR OLDER SISTER PIPO WAS ALWAYS THERE AFTERWARDS TO REPAIR THINGS IF

KNEW | WAS EVEN ALIVE THEN. CARMEN LEFT THEM TOO BAD.

)| G, o8
aa e QO

2 oo

]

DAL @) |

s '“||huh“q i) wr e ' '
a

,

IF 1 COULDN'T ALWAYS TALK TO MY PALS

| REMEMBER TRYING 7O TELL MY FRIENDS OF CARMENS / CONTINUED TO ENJOY

ESCAPADES, BUT THEY WEREN'T INTERESTED. THEY CARMEN'S ADVENTURES FROM ABOUT PERSONAL THINGS OR WHATEYER,

CONSIDERED CARMEN A CREEP | DISCOVERED THEN AFAR; | SIMPLY KEPT THINGS MANUEL ALWAYS HAD TIME TO HEAR ME
70 MYSELF. OUT. MANUEL WAS OLDER BUT HE LIKED

THAT SHE HAD A NOT SO SECRET CRUSH ON [SRAEL.
SHE REPULSED HIM, OF COURSE. SOMETIMES |'D WONDER
WHY | BOTHERED HANGING OUT WITH THOSE GUYS AT ALL.

ME FOR SOME REASON. | DON'T THINK
HE EVER CALLED ME BY MY REAL NAME,
THOUGH.

FOR THE LOVE OF CARMEN | 229



MANUEL FELT IT WAS HIS DUTY TO PREPARE
ME FOR THE |MMINENT WORLD OF WOMEN
AND ROMANCE, BUT HIS POETIC DESCRIPTIONS
OF LOVE MAKING WERE TOO ABSTRACT, T0O
OBLIQUE FOR THIS ADOLESCENT MIND TO GRASR
50 BEING THE EXPERT MASTURBATOR | WAS,

! KEPT IMAGINING A GOOD SNEEZE AT THE END

OF A ROLLER COASTER RI/DE.

/ REMEMBER SITTING IN MY ROOM
SHORTLY AFTER IT HAPPENED AND MY
MOTHER WAS TALKING ABOUT A BROKEN
LAMP OR SOMETHING. RIGHT THEN 1

ALMOST ToLD HER, | SWEAR...

7O SEDUCE...

-

NO ONE COULD HAVE PREPARED ME FOR MY FIRST TiME, ESPECIALLY
WHEN YOU CONSIDER ITWAS WITH LA INDIA LUBA..! ONE MINUTE I'M
/N HER LIVING ROOM TE[LING HER | HAVE TO MY QUIT MY JOB DELIVERING,
FLYERS FOR HER BATHING BUSINESS, AND THE NEXT MINUTE -- Zow /

YEAH, YEAH, |
KNOW WHAT SOME
OF YOU GUYS ARE
THINKING, BUT I'M
TELLING YOU, IT
REALLY WASN'T
MUCH FUN. MAYBE
IF | WAS OLDER, IF
1 HAD EXPERIENCE,
1 DON'T KNOW ...

| MEAN, HELL, |
DION'T REALLY
KNOW WHAT
CLOBBERED ME
TIL | WAS WELL
ON MY WAY HOME.

e &

/ COULDN'T TELL ANYBODY. | DON'T THINK LUBA
TOLD ANYBODY EITHER BECAUSE ITS MY GUESS THAT
] WASN'T THE FIRST OR LAST BOY SHED PLANNED

THAT SAME NIGHT | DIDN'T
SLEEP MUCH. ONE MOMENT I'D
FEEL TRIUMPHANT AND THE NEXT
DISGUSTED AND HOLLOW...

THE NEXT MORNING | MASTURBATED JUST TO
FEEL NORMAL AGAIN, BUT | FELT AWFUL,
MAYBE WORSE ...

THAT DRY, MATTED HAIR, HER APPALLINGLY
OVERSIZED BREASTS, THAT-- THAT UNNERVING
HUSKY LAUGH... AND THE SMELL, THE SMELL;
/T ALL SWAM STRONG IN MY HEAD FOR
DAYS AND DAYS...

| THEN DECIDED | HAD
70 TELL MY FRIENDS ...

ISRAEL WAS IN ONE OF HIS
USUAL “HEY LOOK, |'M AN ASS-
HOLE " MOODS, SO [ WASN'T
GOING TO TELL HIM ANYTHING.

230 | HEARTBREAK SOUP

/ ASKED SATCH WHAT HE'D DO
/F LUBA EVER CAME ON TO HIM
AND HE ALMOST SHIT. WITH
THE FOULEST DESCRIPTIONS OF
THE FEMALE BODY 1D EVER
HEARD, SATCH MADE IT CLEAR
HE WASN'T THE ONE TO TELL.

VICENTE WAS STILL DEPRESSED
ABOUT TOCO DYING SUDDENLY
THE WEEK BEFORE. | DIDN'T
BOTHER TO BRING UP LA INDIA...

—

FUNNY, BUT JESUS WAS TAKING HIS LITTLE
BROTHER'S DEATH REAL WELL, SO | SIMPLY
CAME OUT AND ASKED HIM WHAT HE THOUGHT
OF LUBA. TURNS OUT HE IS THE LAST GUY
1'D EVER TELL OF MY EXPERIENCE !

HE WAS, 15, AND PROBABLY
ALWAYS WILL BE CRAZY ABOUT
THE WOMAN. ANO IT [SN'T JUST
AN ADOLESCENT INFATUATION;

g NO, HIS FEELINGS ARE INDEED
GENYINE. To0 BAD MY EX-

PERIENCE WITH HER WASN'T

HiS. BUT THATS FATE, HMM?




WHEN | FOUND MANUEL HE WAS ToO

i, TR HAR g

BUSY HAVING HIS SECRET LOVE AFFAIR
WITH PIPO BEING REVEALED TO THE WORLD
BY PIPOLIN HERSELF, | DECIDED THEN |

WOULDN'T TELL ANYBODY, PERHAPS NEVER.

THAT WAS THE FIRST TIME | SAW LUBA
SINCE THAT NIGHT... AND THE LAST TIME (
SAW MANUEL ALIVE.

WHAT WITH TocO

I

|

i'f“

|

SUCCUMBING TO A COUGH, LUBA

SEDUCING ME, THEN MANUEL BEING SHOT 70 DEATH
BY HIS EX-LOYER SOLEDAD, AND ALL THIS HAPPENING
WITHIN WEEKS OF ONE ANOTHER --/ WELL. FOR SOME
ODD REASON | NOSE DIVED INTO A DEEP DEPRESS/ON...

! BEGAN To L00SEN UPA BIT

WHEN | STARTED SECONDARY SCHOOL .

/ QUICKLY MADE NEW FRIENDS THERE
AND BECAME DISTANT TD THE GOINGS
ON BACK HOME ...

1/ DIODN'T HANG OUT
MUCH ANY MORE ...

BACK IN PALOMAR MY BUDDIES
WERE DEALING WITH THEIR SEXUAL
URGES THE WAY NORMAL TEENAGE
B0oYS DO: AND POOR TONANTZIN
VILLASENOR WAS ONLY TOO HAPPY 7O
OBLIGE THEM. ] HAD NO PART IN IT.

SEMNDARY SCHOOL- HIGH SCHOOL TO LS.

THEN THERE WERE THE GIRLS IN SCHOOL ! THE G/IRLS?/ | MUST
HAVE BEEN THE WORLD'S HORNIEST HUMAN BEING BY THEN.
SHORT, TALL, THIN, FAT, PRETTY, NOT SO PRETTY, | WANTED THEM
ALL? EVEN THE SHALLOW, MATERIALISTIC GASHEADS! YOW?

THEN | WENT
AWAY TO COLLEGE.
THE SCHOOL WAS
UP NORTH AND |
MAJORED IN
MUSIC. IT WAS THE
FIRST TIME | LIVED
AwAY FROM MY
PARENTS. DAD'S
WORK SENT THEM
BoTH TO LIVE IN
CoLOMBIA, SO |
DIDN'T KNOW
WHERE | WAS
GOING TO GO AFTER
7 GRADUATED. AND
/ KIND OF LIKED
THAT FEELING OF...
OF FREEDOM, |
GUESS ...

ONE OF

!/ GoT

/ HAD FINALLY GOTTEN A HANDLE
ON WHAT MANUEL WAS TALKING ABOUTY

1 BEGAN TO THINK ABOUT HAVING REAL
CONTACT WITH SOME OF THESE GIRLS AND
1 BECAME UNSETTLED. WOULD SEX WITH

W/TH LUBA? | GOT NAUSEOUS JUST THINK-
ING ABOUT IT..!

DEPRESSED.
!/ BEGAN TO

THESE BEAUTIES BE LIKE IT WAS
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IN COLLEGE | ENJOYED THE COMPANY OF FOLKS INHO
APPRECIATED DISCUSSING THE LIKES OF EZRA POUND,
POLITICS, VAN GOGH, THE |MPORTANCE OF DARK BEER...

My FEW ENCOUNTERS WITH IGNORANCE
WERE WHEN PALOMAR WAS MENTIONED.
/T WAS CONSIDERED A JOKE ToWN FILLED
WITH RAVISHING CRO-MAGNON WOMEN
IDIOTS AND MONGOLOID THUGS. BUT I WAS
THE EXCEPTION, OF COURSE. I'M ONE OF
THE ‘GOOD’ ONES, YOU KNOW.

| —
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SHALOW, MATERIALISTIC GASHEADS- YUPMES

SOMETIMES WHEN | WAS ALONE
1D RECALL THE GOOD TIMES |
HAD IN PALOMAR. THEN |'D
WORRY ABOUT VICENTE'S FUTURE.
/ RECOGNIZED | WAS LUCKY TO
HAVE WHAT | HAD, BUT WHERE'D
THAT LEAVE MY FRIENDS?/
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MY COLLEGE MATES WERE WRONG
ABOUT PALOMAR, OF COURSE. IT
DIDN'T MATTER, ANY WAY...
PALOMAR NEVER NEEDED THE
REST OF THE WORLD'S PER-
MISSION TO EX/IST.

TROUSERS ...

THINGS DIDN'T CHANGE
MUCH, WHICH PLEASED ME.
THE FABULOUS CHELO WAS STILL

AS FOR MY OL’ PALS, SATCH
WAS MARRIED WITH TWO KIDS
AND LIVING IN FELIX, ISRAEL
AND VICENTE WERE RAISING
HELL IN SAN FIDEO AND JESUS
WAS GETTING MARRIED.

| WENT THROUGH FOUR YEARS OF COLLEGE WITHOUT ONCE
BECOMING INTIMATE WITH A WONMAN.

1 GRADUATED AND DECIDED TO RETURN TO

PALOMAR. | GOT A JOB TEACHING MUSIC AT

A SCHOOL OUTSIDE OF mW
GOING STRONG AS SHERIFF, k] P

STILL NO PHONES OR TELEVISION,
AND STILL NO FEMALE OVER
THIRTEEN WoULD EVER BE
CAUGHT DEAD WEARING

/ MET LUBA ON THE STREET AND
SHE TREATED ME LIKE AN OLD
FRIEND, EVEN IF SHE KEPT FOR-
GETTING MY NAME. WE SETTLED ON
HERCULES AND ITS STuCK SINCE.

/ WASN'T MAD AT
HER ANY MORE. |
THINK | HAD EVEN
MISSED HER A

LITTLE...

IT WAS AT JESUS' WEDDING WHERE | FIRST
SAW MY BUDDIES TOGETHER AGA/N. HOME
COOKING WAS ALREADY RESHAPING SATCHS
FIGURE, CITY LIFE WAS MAKING ISRAEL CYNICAL,
WHILE |T WAS HAVING NO EFFECT ON VICENTE AT ALL.
POOR JESUS LOOKED MORE CONFUSED THAN
EVER. EVEN THEN | KNEW HIS MARRIAGE
WOULDN'T LAST. GOD, HOW | MISSED THOSE GUXS!]

TONANTZIN HAD VERY MUCH

GROWN _UP AND HASN'T LET

ANYONE FORGET IT SINCE.
JESUS AND LAURA GOMEZ
WERE MARRIED THREE YEARS.
SHE WAS A DECENT SORT. SHE
AND JESUS SIMPLY DID NOT
BELONG ON THE SAME PLANET
TOGETHER, THATS AlLL.

FRIED BABOSA,

AND THEN ... THERE SHE
WAS. SHE OFFERED ME A

DIDN'T RECOGNIZE HER

AT FIRST; WHEN 1 DID, 1
SHUDDERED AS IF AN ICE-
C. U%E WAS SHOVED LP MY
ASS.

WE STUMBLED AROUND SMALL TALK. |

SHE SEEMED REALLY |MPRESSED

WITH MY, ER, ACADEMIC STANDING,
EVEN IF SHE KEPT FORGETTING MY
NAME. BUT | WAS USED TO THAT.

BuT |

ISRAEL INTERRUPTED AND STARTED UP WITH
HIS USUAL CRUDE REMARKS ABOUT WOMEN IN
GENERAL, AS IF HE WAS SEEING JUST HOW FAR
HE COULD GO BEFORE CARMEN FLIPPED.

WELL, SHE DIDN'T. INSTEAD,
SHE STOOD THERE AND TOOK
EVERY BIT, AS IF SHE DESERVED
IT OR SOMETHING ..!
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! GUESS | HAD ONE DRINK TOO MANY,
BECAUSE THE NEXT THING | KNOW --

THEN | FELT LIKE SHIT. EVERYBODY KNOWS
THAT ISRAEL HAS NEVER HIT ANYONE SMALLER
THAN HIMSELF, 50 HE JUST CUSSED ME OUT
AND WALKED AWAY.

1T WAS THE FIRST AND

LAST TIME ANYBODY EVER
CALLED ME A BULLY. AND

IT WAS FROM CARMEN. .




AS TIME PASSED WE'D SEE EACH OTMER ON THE STREET AND
SAY A FEW FRIENDLY WORDS. SHE SEEMED TO GET PRETTIER
EVERY TIME | SAW HER. NO, MAKE THAT GODDAMN BEAUTIFUL .

IT WAS WHEN | ACCIDENTLY DROPPED
MY BRIEFCASE AND WE BOTH REACHED
FOR IT THAT | KNEW..!

& THEY SAY IF YOURE NERVOUS BEING AROUND
@ ¢ SOMEONE SIMPLY PICTLRE THEM NAKED AND
¢ YOU 1L COME D RELAX ...

Nz

MY BODY SURGED WITH AN ENERGY | THOUGHT
WAS ONLY RESERVED FOR BODYBUILDERS OR
HONEST EYANGELISTS? CARMEN MUST HAYE
EXPERIENCED A SIMILAR JOLT; BECAUSE SHE
LOOKED AT ME THE WAY A CAT DOES WHEN YOU
SURPRISE IT AND TOOK OFF LIKE A FLASH.

HELL, | PICTURED
CARMEN NAKED ALL
THE TIME, ANO IT
MADE IME FEEL
ANYTHING 8UT
RELAXED..”

%{/lﬁm. AN

THAT WAS ALL | NEEDED To KNOW.
THE NERYNEXT DAY | WENTUP TO
SAN FIDEO TO SEE PIPO...

EVEN THOUGH |T WAS 0BYIOUS
HER HUSBAND GATO WAS DOING
VERY WELL FOR HIS FAMILY,
THINGS MUST HAVE BEEN DLULL
FOR PIPO. SHE WAS REALLY
HAPPY TO SEE ME. AND WE HAD
NEVER EVEN BEEN INTRODUCED
BEFORE THEN.

A MORNING OR SO LATER |
FIGURED | WAS A NUT. |
DIDN'T EVEN KNOW CARMEN .
NOT REALLY. FOOL.

MAN, THAT WOMAN CAN TALK. SHE
ACTED LIKE LUBA DID WHEN | FIRST
CAME BACK, TREATING ME LIKE AN OLD
FRIEND, REMINISCING THE GOOD OL'
DAYS. [ COULD SENSE SHE STILL HADNT
GOTTEN OVER MANLEL.

WHEN HER MONOLOGUE FINALLY SWUNG
MY WAY, / BLURTED OUT THE FACT THAT|
| WANTED TO MARRY HER SISTER.
PIPO’S EYES LIT UP.

PIPO FELT HER SISTER LUCIA
WOULD MAKE A GOOD WIFE, BUT
OIDN'T | THINK SHE WAS A
LITTLE YOUNG STILL?

| TOLD HER | WANTED
TO MARRY CARMEN,
NOT LUCIA.

YOU SHOULD HAVE
SEEN PIPOS FACE.

SHE SAT QUIET FOR A MOMENT
AS IF | HAD TOLD HER MANUEL
WAS ACTUALLY STILL ALINE.

SHE SMILED AND
WISHED ME LUCK.

WHEN | LEFT | COULD SWEAR
[ HEARD PIPO BEHIND THE DOOR
LAUGHING

=N
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/ DIDN'T GO TO WORK THAT DAY. / PUT
ON MY BEST SUNDAY SUIT AND AT A
GOOD DISTANCE | CIRCLED CARMEN'S
HOUSE ALL DAY LONG TilL IT WAS DARK.

/ COULDN'T BRING
MYSELF TO KNOCK
ON THE DOOR OR TO
GO AWAY. | NEVER
SAW ANYONE ENTER
OR LEAVE THE HOUSE
IN ALL THAT TIME.

MAYBE | WAS HOPING SOME-
BODY INSIDE MIGHT NOTICE
ME AND CALL ME OVER. MAYBE
/ WAS A BLASTED IDIOT.

/ FELT LIKE A FOOL

FOR MISSING WORK

AND SHOWED UP AS

USUAL THE NEXT

DAY.

BUT WHEN | GOT HOME |
SNUCK UP ON SOMEBODY'S
ROOF AND SAT THERE WATCH-
ING CARMENS HOUSE BLOCKS
AWAY.
/ SAW CARMEN AND HER
FAMILY IN AND OUT ALL
AFTERNOON. | STAYED UP
THERE UNTIL NIGHT AND
WHEN FINALLY THE LAST
LIGHT WAS OUT, | WENT
HOME. WITH A cOLD.
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THE NEXT DAY | DITCHED WORK AGAIN.
/ AGAIN PUT ON MY BEST SUIT AND
AGAIN | CIRCLED CARMENS HOUSE AT
THAT COMFORTABLE DISTANCE.

THIS TIME | SAW
AUGUSTIN AND LUC/A
/N AND OUT ALL DAY,
BUT NO CARMEN.

FEELING VERY STUPID AND USE-
LESS, | STARTED HOME. THEN |
HEARD LOUD LAUGHING FROM THE
HOUSE. | SWEAR, IT SOUNDED
LIKE PIPO AND CARMEN?! | TRIED
7O GET AWAY AS FASTAS / COULD
WITHOUT BLOWING IT, /
Vs
=
o

0l 44

1 DIDN'T GO HOME. |
WENT TO THE BAR AND
GOT SMASHED.

NEXT THING 1 KNOW I'M BANGING m
HEAD AGAINST THE RAILROAD TRACKS
WHICH LIE OVER SIX KILOMETERS
FROM TOWN...

|/ HAD A LOT OF TIME TO THINK
ABOUT WHAT | WAS DOING AS |
WALKED HONME.

] MANAGED TO MAKE IT INTO TOWN
BEFORE NOON WITHOUT BEING SEEN
BY ANYONE | KNEW.

’—-AT HOME | GOT CLEANED
UP AND CHANGED MY SUIT.
/ SAT INSIDE ALL DAY AND
WA/TED FOR THE NIGHT.
THEN | WENT OUT.
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VILLAGE.

UPON REACHING THE ISLAND, |
HEADED STRAIGHT FOR THE MAIN

/ GAVE THEM TWO HUNDRED AND EIGHTEEN
FRANCS, SIX BACK ISSUES OF COSMOPOLITAN,
AND A FRAMED AUTOGRAPHED PHOTO OF
AMERICAN FILM STAR CONRAD BAIN. IN
RETURN | WAS GIVEN THE WORKS.
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! KNOCKED THREE
TIMES AND LUCIA
OPENED UP AND
LET ME IN...

| ASKED CARMEN'S MOTHER
ELVIRA FOR CARMENS HAND
IN MARRIAGE . ELVIRA LOOKED
AT ME LIKE | WAS MAKING
FUN OF HER.

/N ELVIRA'S OWN WORDS :" IT WAS JUST ME AND
MY LITTLE PIPO IN THOSE DAYS. BEFORE THE TOURISTS
DISCOVERED THE SWAP MEET, WHEN YoU COULD STILL
HAGGLE OR 7RADE, BEFORE THE FIXED PRICES AND
GOVERNMENT TAXES..”

SAND THERE BETWEEN THE BLINITZ
VENDOR AND THE WORLDS
WORST POTTERY SAT THE DEMON
ALL ALONE. PINNED TO HER §ACK
WAS THE NOTE WHICH READ G 00D

“NATURALLY | WAS DISGUSTED THAT THE SWAP
MEET HAD SUNK THIS LOW. | CURSED THEM
AL AND THEIR GRANDMOTHERS AS WELL. THEN
| BROUGHT THE CHILD HOME WITH ME.”

' SKE WAS THE MOST WELL-BEHAVED CHILD |
HAD EVER SEEN. PIPO WAS JEALOUS AND
TEASED HER A LOT, BUT THE CHILD NEVER
WHINED ONCE. | NAMED HER CARMEN
AFTER MY GREAT GRANDMOTHER WHO

WHEN SHE FINALLY DECIDED TO
SPEAK, THE THINGS THAT CAME
OUT OF THAT TINY MOUTH COULD)
HAVE TURNED THE NASTIEST

RIDDANCE " [ STILL HAVE THAT
NOTE SOMEWHERE ...

LAUNDRY WAR ...

FOUGHT IN THE LEGENDARY SIX DAY

OF CONVICTS WHITE.?*”

“WHEN SHE GOT OLDER IT WAS WORSE. SHE
WOULD INSULT PEOPLE, ANYBODY WITH THE
COLDEST, CRUELEST WORDS... AND SO QUIETLY,
SO SERIOUS ..NO MATTER How BAD |
PUNISHED HER SHE WOULON'T STOP. SHE
DOES IT TO THIS DAY, PEOPLE DON'T TALK TO
HER MUCH BECAUSE WHO KNOWS |F SHE'IL
BE IN ONE OF HER MOODS? /'YE KNOWN
THOSE WHO'VE WANTED TO KILL HER ..

THEN WHEN ELVIRA WAS THROUGH
SHE ASKED ME IF | STILL WANTED
CARMEN. | SAID YES. ELVIRA
THOUGHT FOR A MINUTE AND
THEN SIGHED, WHISPERING
SOMETHING TO HERSELF THAT
MAY HAVE BEEN GOOD RIDDANCE .

‘ IT FELT LIKE | WAS LEFT ALONE

IN THE ROOM LONG ENOUGH TO
FINISH HALF OF WAR AND PEACE.
WHEN CARMEN FINALLY ENTERED
SHE DIDN'T LOOK OLDER THAN
TWELYE...

! LET HER HAVE IT, BOTH BARRELS. |
COULDN'T STOP MYSELF, | TALKED AND
TALKED AND TALKED HOPING O CONVINCE
HER | WASN'T JUST SOME LOCO OFF THE
STREET. OF COURSE, / PROBABLY SOUNDED
JUST LIKE SOME LOCO OFF THE STREET..

cge
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THEN WHEN | FINALLY PAUSED TO CATCH
MY BREATH, SHE SPOKE. SHE ASKED ME
IF | HAD EVER HAD SEX WITH ANY-

ONE BEFORE. FLAT OUT, JUST LIKE
THAT, COMPLETELY SERIOUS...

{

MY MIND ANSWERED “YES;
BUT MY MOUTH SAID “NO

] DON'T KNOW WHY | SAID
NO BUT IT WAS WHAT SHE
WANTED TO HEAR BECAUSE
THEN SHE AGREED TO
MARRY ME. FLAT OUT, JUST
LIKE THAT...

WE SET THE DATE AND EVERYTHING WAS
GOING GREAT/ | FELT STRONG AND CONFIDENT
AND MY PARENTS WERE HAPPY AND MY
BUDDIES THOUGHT | WAS LOCO BUT WERE
HAPPY FOR ME JUST THE SAME AND THE

.../ BEGAN HAVING SERIOUS
DOVBTS. | STARTED GETTING
NERVOUS AND CONFUSED.

DOUBT TURNED TO
PARANOIA WHICH

FOLKS IN TOWN WERE HAPPY --

TURNED TO NEAR
PANIC ../

CARMEN ONLY AGREED
70 MARRY ME BECAUSE
SHE THOUGHT | WAS A
VIRGIN; AT LEAST THATS
WHAT | CONVINCED
MYSELF.

/ WAS OBSESSED WITH
THIS PREDICAMENT? IN
MY FEVERED MIND MY
LITTLE LIE TOOK ON

GALACTIC PROPORTIONS!

/ FIGURED IT WAS THE WORKS |
GOT ON THE ISIAND! WERE THE
EFFECTS WEARING OFF OR DID
THE INDIANS RECOGNIZE THE
QUESTIONABLE VALUE OF MY
TRADE AND BEGIN TO SOMEHOW
REVERSE THE PROCESS? | RE-
SIGNED MYSELF TO THE LATIER
EXPLANATION, OF COURSE. GOD,
WAS | A WRECK /

HOUSE.

| WENT TO THE BAR TO
TRY TO DRINK MYSELF
INTO SOME KIND OF
ANSWER . AFTER KNOCKING|
BACK A FEW | HEADED
STRAIGHT FOR LUBA'S

/ BURST /N WITHOUT KNOCKING,

LIKE SOMEONE READY TO ANNOUNCE
TO HIS FAMILY THAT WORLD WAR
THREE HAD FINALLY BEGUN ../

1 TOLD LUBA THAT CARMEN MUST NEVER FIND
OUT ABOUT THAT NIGHT. | MUST HAVE LOOKED
PRETTY BAD, PRETTY SERIOUS, BECAUSE LUBA
IMMEDIATLY AGREED. I'M NOT SURE NOW THAT
SHE REALLY KNEW WHAT | WAS TALKING ABOUT...
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] APOLOGIZED FOR BEING A JERK

AND AS | BEGAN TO LEAVE | FELT

MY CONFIDENCE RAPIDLY RETURN-

ING? | BEGAN TO FEEL STRONG,

LIKE THE TIME CARMEN AND |

FIRST TOUCHED HANDS --¢
FROM BEHIND ME | COULD
HEAR LUBA IN A MOCKING
VOICE, *B00D LUCK ON
YOUR /MPRISONMENT--OH,
| MEAN MARRIAGE, GUY...

! DIDN'T CARE. | COULD HAVE

KICKED LARRY HOLMES® ASS

THE WAY | WAS FEELING ...

/
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OUR WEDDING WAS NICE; NO FIGHTS,
NO BARFING...

THAT NIGHT AS WE PREPARED
FOR BED, | BEGAN 70 FEEL A
LITTLE GUILTY FOR WANTING HER
SO BAD, LIKE SOME DROOLING,
SLOBBERING JOMN...

/ GOT OVER THAT
QUICK ENOUGH, THOUGH.

X
e 1
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ALL 1 WILL SAY ABOUT OUR FIRST NIGHT
TOGETHER 15 THAT IT WAS FAR LOVLIER
THAN WHAT'S DELINEATED IN THOSE BOGUS)
LETTERS TO PENTHOUSE MAGAZINE MONTH
AFTER MONTH ...




WE'VE BEEN MARRIED FOR FOUR YEARS
NOW. CARMEN GETS PRETTY SCARED Now
AND THEN BECAUSE SHE DOESN'T KNOW WHO
SHE REALLY S OR WHERE SHES FROM...

CARMEN HANGS OUT
W/ 7H TONANTZIN A LOT.
GOD, AND WHEN THOSE
TWO ARE TOGETHER NO
ONE 1S SAFE. | LOVE MY
WIFE, BUT MAN, CAN SHE
BE A JERK .1

TONANTZIN'S QUITE THE HOME WRECKER, YOU KNOW.
DRESSES LIP LIKE SOME CARTOON WHORE AND MAN-
JPULATES THE WEAKER GUYS' LIVES JUST FOR THE
FUN OF IT. AND CARMEN CONDONES IT! WELL, MAYBE
ITISFAIR. ONCE THE EXPLOITED, NOW THE EXPLOITER.

PERSONALLY, | THINK THE GIRL'S A BIT OF A CREEP.

CARMEN KNOWS NOW ABOUT THAT NIGHT WITH
ME AND LUBA. EVEN THOUGH IT HAPPENED LONG
BEFFORE WE WERE MARRIED, CARMEN WAS SURE
70 BRING JT UP WHENEVER SHE WAS LOSING AN
ARGUMENT, SAYING | WAS A LIAR AND THAT |
TRICKED HER INTO MARRIAGE , BLAH -BLAH ...

WELL ... SHE DOESN'T BRING (T UP IN FIGHTS
ANY MORE ; NOT AFTER HER LITTLE THING™
WITH ISRAEL .

THREE MONTHS AGO, RIGHT AFTER
DINNER, OUT OF THE BLUE CARMEN
BROKE DOWN CRYING AND
CONFESSED TO CHEATING ON ME.

ABOUT A YEAR AGO WHILE | WAS
AT WORK |SRAEL WAS IN TOWN
VISITING HIS FOLKS. CARMEN
SAW HIM AND INVITED HIM IN.
THEY TALKED ABOUT OLD TIMES
AND CRAP LIKE THAT AND...
WELL, SHE CLAIMS NOBODY
PLANNED IT, IT JUST HAPPENED.
| CAN FUCKING IMAGINE ...

SHE TELLS ME WHEN IT WAS
OVER BOTH SHE AND ISRAEL
FELT SO ROTTEN THAT HE
PROMISED HER HE'D NEVER
RETURN TO PALOMAR AGAIN.

AS IT TURNS OUT, CARMEN
GOT PREGNANT. CONVINCED
/T WAS ISRAEL'S KID AND NOT
MINE, CARMEN HAD IT ABORTED.
SHE DID IT FOR FEAR THAT /'D
FIND OUT WHOS KID IT WAS
SOONER OR LATER AND SHED
LOSE ME FOR SURE...

/TS5 A RARE OCCURRENCE IN OUR PART OF
THE COUNTRY WHEN A WOMAN HAS AN
ABORTION. /TS CONSIDERED A MORAL
CRIME COMPARABLE TO KILLING ONES
OWN PARENTS! OR ONES OWN CHILDREN,

! TRIED TO COMFORT

HER DESPITE MY
IMMEDIATE FEELINGS,
BUT THAT MADE HER
FEEL MORE GUILTY...

SO THERE | WAS, A WALKING
TUMOR OF SEETHING FRUST-
TRATION WITH NO OBVIOUS
OUTLET IN SIGHT.

| MEAN, | COULON'T
SOMEHOW PUNISH
HER. SHED ALREADY
SUFFERED ENOUGH,
SHE IS SUFFERING
TO THIS DAY...

A FEW NIGHTS AFTER SHE GAVE IME THE
GOOD NEWS | SNUCK OUT WHILE SHE
SLEPT AND | GOT ALARMINGLY DRUNK.
/ AGAIN FOUND MYSELF BANGING MY
HEAD AGAINST THOSE GOOD OL’ RA/L-
ROAD TRACKS SO FAR FROM HOME ...

THIS TIME | MANAGED TO MAKE
1T HOME BEFORE DAWN. AND
THIS TIME | DIDN'T GO 70 THE
ISLAND FOR THE WORKS. THIS
TIME | CAME HOME TO MY WIFE.
AND TO MY LIFE ...
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THE LAST TIME | SAW /SRAEL WAS ,
RIGHT BEFORE HIS AND CARMENS THING.
THE AMER|CAN PHOTO GRAPHER
HOWARD MILLER WAS IN PALOMAR
USING OUR TOWN AS THE SUBJECT

FOR A PHOTOJOLRNAL...

MILLER RELATED TO ME SEVERAL FIRST HAND ACCOUNTS OF WHAT HED
SEEN [N CAMBODIA, N/CARAGUA, SOUTH AFRICA... HE SHOWED ME
A FEW SHOTS HE TOOK IN EL SALVADOR | WON'T SOON FORGET.

/ ASKED HIM WHY PALOMAR, THEN? WE AREN'T NEWS TO ANYBODY.
HE SAID THIS TIME HE JUST WANTED TO SHOW THE PURE BEAUTY OF
INNOCENCE INSTEAD OF THE HORROR THAT USUALLY DESTROYS IT:

IT WAS WHEN MILLER BECAME INVOLVED
W/TH TONANTZIN THAT THINGS WENT
TO SHIT.
/ DON'T REALLY KNOW WHAT HAPPENED
BETWEEN THEM, BUT IT RESULTED IN
HIS LEAVING FOR THE STATES IN A
HURRY AND TONANTZIN LEFT HURT
AND PREGNANT.
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CARMEN FLIPPED! HER RACIST TENDENCIES
EXPLODED LIKE /'O NEVER SEEN BEFORE/
SHE JUST ABOUT BLAMED THE ENTIRE WHITE
RACE FOR HURTING TONANTZIN...
SHE WAS OUT OF LINE, SO | LET HER
HAVE (T. SO ALL OF A SUDDEN SHES
A MIND READER AND SHE KNEW EXACTLY
HOW MILLER FELT ABOUT IT. OF COURSE,
CARMEN WENT AFTER ME NEXT...

EVEN AFTER HE WAS LONG GONE | NOTICED
A LOT OF FOLKS IN TOWN WERE PRETTY
MAD AT MILLER, BUT | COULD SEE THAT
MOST OF THEM WERE JUST USING HIM AS
AN EXCUSE TO VENT THEIR RAC/ST ANTI-
WHITE AMERICAN BILE IN PUBLIC.

AND EVERYTIME | STUCK UP

FOR MILLER, | GOT IT, T0O.
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WELL, ALMOST EVERYTIME. | REMEMBER LUBA BITCHING

ABOUT HOW MILLER WAS CLEARLY EXPLOITING US ALL,

AND WAS GOING To GET RICH AND FAMOUS TO BOOT..”
THIS TIME | CHICKENED OUT AND KEPT MY
MOUTH SHUT. | JUST DION'T FEEL LIKE
HAVING LUBA'S WRATH UPSIDE MY HEAD, T0O...

THEN ISRAEL SPOKE UP AND DEFENDED Him!
ISRAEL SAID MAYBE MILLER WASN'T SUCH A
GREAT GUY, BUT IF IT WASN'T FOR HIS BOOK
ABOUT PALOMAR, NOBODY M/GHT EVER KNOW
WE EVEN EXISTED!
SO WHEN MILLER'S GONE AND WERE AlL
GONE AND THIS TOWNS GOOD AND GONE,
EITHER FLATTENED BY BOMBS OR HAVING
BEEN RENDERED UNRECOGNIZABLE WITH
SKYSCRAPERS AND MALLS, HIS BOOK
MIGHT BE ALL WHAT'S LEFT OF US...OUR
WORLD, OUR LIVES...
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IT WAS PROBABLY THE FIRST TIME ISRAEL AND |

ONLY PARTIALLY, WHAT WAS THE WORLD
COMING TO..7

EVER AGREED ON SOMETHING, EVEN IF IT WAS

NOW [ FIND OUT ABOUT HIM AND MY
WIFE, AND -- WELL, THATS ALL IN THE PAST,
LIFE GOES ON, RIGHT? SHIT...

/ GOT A LETTER FROM MILLER A FEW
WEEKS BACK. HE STILL HASN'T FOUND A
PUBLISHER FOR HIS BOOK YET. SAYS HE
STIL THINKS OF TONANTZIN A LOT...




FUNNY, BUT LUBA AND | HAVE BECOME

PRETTY GOOD BUDDIES IN THE LAST YEAR
OR SO. CARMEN STILL DOESN'T LIKE HER
BUT SHE USUALLY KEERPS QUIET ABOUT IT...

LAST | HEARD OF VICENTE, HE WAS ON HIS
WAY 70 THE UNITED STATES WITH SOME GUYS
T0 FIND DECENT WORK. | GET THIS...FEELING,
) DON'T KNOW, THIS FEELING THAT I'lL NEVER

SEE VICENTE AGAIN. I TRY NOT 70 THINK
ABOUT IT...

WHAT CAN | SAY ABOUT OL’ SATCH. SATCH (5 SATCH
1S SATCH |S SATCH. ALWAYS AND FOREVER. AT
THE RATE HIS WIFE MARTA'S HAVING KIDS, THEY
OUGHT TO BE STARTING THEIR OWN COUNTRY SOON.

ISRAEL. HUH. WELL, AS FAR AS | CAN TELL, HES
KEPT HIS PROMISE To CARMEN, BECAUSE NOBODYS
SEEN HIM FOR A LONG TIME, NOT EVEN HIS

FOLKS. TO BE HONEST, | CAN'T SAY | MIS5 HIM.
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WELL, | GUESS THAT'S
ALL..UM, CARMEN'S %
PREGNANT NOW, SO

WERE PRETTY HAPPY.

I'M A LITTLE WORRIED

FOR HER BECALISE SHE'S

SO TINY AND HAVING A

KID CAN BE AN ORDEAL.

BUT LIFE5S AN ORDEAL 5
SOMETIMES, RIGHT? LIFE,
LOVE, |Ts HARD WORK,
RIGHT ? YEAH, :5IGH..*

/'LL ADMIT 1T, THOUGH,
SOMETIMES WHEN 11 DOWN,
SOMETIMES T ALL JUST MAKES

JESUS OUGHT TO BE GETTING OUT OF
PRISON SOON IF HE'D ONLY STOP
BEATING UP ON THEM GUARDS ...
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PIPO'S BACK LIVING IN PALOMAR AND IS
IN THE PROCESS OF DIVORCING 0L’ GATO. THIS
MAKES CARMEN PRETTY HAPPY, NOT TD
MENTION THE LOCAL BACHELORS.

ME WANT TO BANG MY HEAD

ON --NAW, NAW, HEH,
JUST KIDDING, REALLY...
HEH, HEH, JEEZ...
[—1 FG —
10 ] )
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'nl ”alllﬂ,ﬂ[" Bl GO AWAY/
'[ WE MADE A DEAL,
REMEMBER 7 AS LONG
AS WE KEEP OUR BUSINESS
HERE ON THE EDGE OF
TOWN YoU DON'T
BUG US, RIGHT?/

| n l’|'||lh ;Hl" ',”
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SHE'S TRICKY.
I'D BETTER CHECK
THAT BACK DOOR A

COPYRIGHT @ GILBERT HERINANDEZ - 1786
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WHAT ABOUT OUR
DEAL, CHELO 7/ WE
MADE A DEAL’

HIS GRANDFATHER.
ROBERTO! )

I
T

YOU KNOw, MEME,
I'M GLAD YOU'RE HIDING
HIM. NOW I'LL BE ABLE TO
STICK YOUR ROTTEN ASSIN
JAIL FOR A COUPLE OF
DECADES../

THE OLD BASTARD
HAD IT COMING/ FIRST
GATO THEN JOEY THEN
ME--BUGGIN' US AND
BUGGIN' US AND
BUGGIN' UUS--/

lﬁ f

1/

YOU COPS ARE ALL
THE SAME? BULLIES?
FASCISTS? YOU'RE NOT
HAPPY UNLESS YOURE
HUMILIATING
SOMEONE ¢

HE'S GONE AND DONE IT,
MEME. ROBERTOS KILLED

J //I“. |
: I)'
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YOU'RE GONNA
RUIN MY BUSINESS,

DAMN
/>

THEN TELL
ME WHERE YOU'RE
HIDING HIM--Z

~ A

DON'T KILL HER!

SHE

! S IT TRUE
YOU'RE IN ENOUGH DON'T LOOK : 2
SHIT AS IT 1S7 JUST S0 TOUGH TO ROBERTO? 4
GET OUTTA HERE! ! GRAMPA..?

FORGET TO SEND
US SOMETHING
NICE FROM
DISNEYLAND /

¢ ~DON'T HIT
ME’ | DIDN'T DO
ANYTHING ¢

I'LL BE BACK .
FOR YOUR HIDES o
LATER... RN
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IT'S ALL RIGHT, 48RS
HE WON'T GET v

TRlED TO STOP
[ HIM, BOSS...HE'S
DESPERATE... ey FAR:-

' M RoBERTO!
i a2 : Y OROP THE GUN/
Pr L ! I . 5 DON'T USE IT?
I {{,f " a _
il g
".r, i,

ROBERTO,
S7OP! DROP
THE GUN--2

o
i UI/

il

SAY HI TO oL -
GRAMPA FOR ME, X
HOG.. 5

WA e
FUCK.7 - p

kil
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“YEARS AGO AS A
MIDWIFE CHELO HELPED
BRING ROBERTO INTO
THE WORLD; NOW AS
SHERIFF SHE HAS
HELPED TAKE HIM OUT.
ITS A SIN, ALL RIGHT. A
BLOODY SIN..”

OSKAR BENEVENTE, 35,

SHOE REPAIRMAN

“HIS GRAMPA WAS ALWAYS,
YOU KNOW, TRYING TO,
UM...I'M JUST GLAD HE
CAN'T BUG ME ANYM --
OH GOD. THATS MEAN,
ISN'T IT? OH, I SO
AwFUL .."

DIANA VILLASENOR, I6,

STUDENT

OH, DON'T START
WITH YOUR CREEPY

BULLSHIT. CAN'T YouU
SHOW RESPECT FOR AT
LEAST TEN MINUTES?
YOU'RE SO COLD...

ME AND DEATH HAVE AN
UNDERSTANDING , M AMOR. |
CALL A/M OUT EVERYDAY AND
EVERYDAY #E BACKS OFF, |
JUST MAY DECIDE TO LIVE
FOREVER ...

V GRANDFATHER AREN'T YET FIVE
MINUTES INTO THE GROUND AND
ALREADY YOU'RE ACTING SILLY/
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COLD. ROBERTO KILLED
GRAMPA TO ESCAPE THE OLD
MAN'S DOMESTIC TERRORISM AND
SO THE FAMILY HAS THE POOR
BASTARDS BLIRIED NEXT TO ONE
ANOTHER; BUT /71 COLD..?

Ay
agaetil

A—Y‘{"’ p
i

!
”‘4' QU".U

SERGIO HONEY,
TIME TO GO HOME
NOW...SERG/O?

THERE!
WHEW:
NOW DON'T RUN
AWAY AGAIN,
CASIMIRA!

FOUND HER, MOM/
SHE WAS AT THAT
FUNERAL READY TO
JUMP INTO ONE OF
THE OPEN GRAVES.

WELL, DON'T
LET HER FALL IN
HERE TOO,
GUADALUPE!

TSK, HOPE
| DIDN'T BUST
MY ARM TOO
BAD...YOU'D BET-
TER GET CASIMIRA
HOME TO OFELIA
NOW, LUPE.
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THEN CAN
I TELL OFELIA
TO GET SOME HELP
NOw, MOM?
PLEASE?
NO?
| DON'T WANT
ANYBODY TO KNOW
I FELL IN HERE f
--- 50 E/TBARRASSED...
I'LL FIGURE A WAY
OUT MYSELF,
HONEY...

GOD, I'M
STARVING

BUT YOU'RE
HURT? AND WHO
KNOWS WHAT KIND
OF GWIGGLY BUGS
ARE JUST WAJTIN'

THAT CUT IN YOUR
ELBOW AND--

JUST TAKE
CASIMIRA HOME
AND HAVE OFELIA

TO EAT. TELL HER

I'M ToO BUSY AT
N

THE MOVIEHOUSE
TO LEAVE, OK? /



MOM’'S THE
CRANKIEST PERSON
IN THE UNIVERSE WHEN
SHE'S HUNGRY, SO IF | DON'T
WANT TO SPEND THE REST _&
OF THE MONTH EATING £
STANDING UP...

Yow? ITS
XIOHMARA, THE
CURANDERA.

OFELIA JUST WENT
TO SLEEP, CHILD. | HAVE
JUST GIVEN HER AN
EXHAUSTIVE BACK
TREATMENT.

OH, UM, THAT MAN WAS A

5 FIX HIS BACK.| ALWAYS
_ FORGET HIS NAME...

SHE CRIES ‘CAUSE
SO MUCH

FELIA
SHLEEB

L

OOR R
OFELIA. SOMETIMES

HER BACK HURTS . BUT THE OTHERS.?

TELL ME, GIRL.
| KNOW THE FELLOW ¢
In THE HIODLE THERE, )

.

“" THE LADY IS FRIDA KAHLO. SHE
/' PAINTED THESE CRAZY LOOKING
PICTURES. SHE DIED ‘CAUSE HER
BACK WAS ALL MESSED LP, TOO.
OPHELIA PICKED FRIDA TO BE HER
OWN PERSONAL SAINT, WHETHER
FRIDA WANTS TO BE A SAINT

X R NOT...

__________

| GUESS SHE HAS
_ JESUS UP THERE TOO
CAUSE IT WAS A CHURCH

BACK IN THE FIRST
PLACE.

THAT FELL DOWN ON HER

SLEEP FOR
HOURS. DON'T
DISTURB

- CURANDERA - HEALER, WITCH DOCTOR

-
*MOVIE STAR - JEFF CHANDLER
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e
POOR OFELIA. I'VE
NEVER SEEN HER SLEEP
SO PEACEFUL. | WOULDN'T

WAKE HER LUP FOR A
bz MILLION DOLLARS.

HEY, MARICELA/ MOM WANTS YoU TO
BABYSIT CASIMIRA THIS AFTERNOON -- AND
DM, OH, MOM NEEDS SOME MONEY FOR,

AH, DINNER TONIGHT...

LEAVE CASIMIRA, BUT
YOU CAN FORGET THE
DOUGH! LAST TIME YOL
PULLED THAT ONE YOU WENT
OUT AND BOUGHT YOURSELF
A PARACHUTEZ A

BUT ITS THE TRUTH
THIS TIME! WHY WOULD
| WANT TO LIE AND GET
CLOBBERED AGAIN?

FORGET IT, KIDDO.
NOW GO, I'M TOO
BUSY HERE TO

FOOL WITH You?

OK, FATSO! ITS
YOUR FUNERAL.

SE
" p R
) |
r e
© ' /.
\ \ \
Fad v ',/;,{;

buMB oL’
PARACHUTE HAD
HOLES IN 1T
ANYWAY /!

UMBLE
%%unm&
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SAY, HEH HEH,
THEM THERE BABOSAS
SURE SMELL AWFLL GOOD,
NYUK, NYUK. GIVING OUT

THIS WOULD BE A LOT
EASTER |F ONLY MOM WASN'T
A Z/LLION TIMES MORE CRANKY

WHEN SHES EMBARRASSED
TAN WHEN SHE'S HUNGRY,

THEO? HE
WORKS FOR THAT
DUMB BABOSA

ALWAYS GET
FREE BABOSAS
FROM HER.

i fml{”“ﬂm 1
G

K L W)
AN *k\\\\‘\\\\\“\

‘\\\\\E S C'MON, THEO...
il 2O 2 | GOTTA ASK You
Q THERE HE 1S WITH BOOTS A
AND LORRAINA AND MY DUMB SOMETHING
SISTER DORALIS..WONDER WHO “Jgi IMPORTANT...
THEY'RE BUGGING NOW?

MORE IMPORTANT
THAN A REAL, LIVE
BRUJA? LOOK !

WONDER WHAT AW, MY MOM SAYS THERE 1S

THAT IS SHE'S THERE'S NO SUCH § TOO SUCH A

BEATIN’ ON? THING AS A BRUJA. THING ! OFELIA
_g THAT'S JUST AN SAID SO,

o i ' ’
LD LADY A\ GLADALLPE!

L

! : )‘,U‘M‘_'N“'(\'
[ T ;
"m\‘\d@m” ﬂ( A

BRUJA - BREW HAH ( WITtH)
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SHE'S A BRUJA, ALL RIGHT.
SHE COULD STRIKE US DOWN <3
WITH ONE STARE! SHE EATS LIVE
POTATOBLGS AND IF YOU TAKE
OFF HER SHOES YoU'D SEE
R SHE'S GOT DUCK FEET/

)
NOT TELLING
THE TRUTH,

..

Toc Toc Toc Toc T

OH YEAH, THE FLUNERAL.
EVERYBODY STANDING
AROUND TRYING TO
OUTMOURN EACH OTHER.

NO WAY, SNIFE (M
SADDERN You...

WOPE GOD
NOTICES HOW
SAD | AM...

MIGUEL, DON'T
START WITH THAT
AGAIN. STOP/

I'LL Do 1T/
I'LL SEE IF SHE

WHY
DON'T YOU
PROVE THAT,

SHE'S NOT??

You W/LL NOT, MIGUEL !
NOW GET YOUR CLOTHES ON
BEFORE ONE OF MY DEPUTIES
RETURNS FROM THE
FUNERAL ...

IF THIS IS HOW YOU s
TREAT YOUR MINOR OFFENDERS, 15
M COMMITTING A FELONY
NEXT, CHELO.

WHERE |'M FROM WE'D THROW
A FAREWELL BASH LIKE YOU WOULDN'T
BELIEVE Y TROWBLE WITH YOU
PALOMARIANS 1S THAT YOURE
TOO MORBIDLY SENTIMENTAL/
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AH, MADAM CONSTABLE. COULD
YOU BE SO KIND As To DIRECT ME
TO WHERE | MIGHT HAVE MY POOR
FEET TENDED TO? I'VE COME
SUCH A LONG WAY...

A BRUJA? CHELO HAS NOT SEEN ONCE SINCE SHE WAS
A GIRL. CHELO REMEMBERS HOW SUCH A CREATURE IS
DEALT WITH: INDULGE THEM AND HOPE THEY ARE SOON ON

THEIR WAY WITHOUT /NCIDENT...

GEE, CHELO
LOOKED KINDA
SCARED. MAYBE
WE SHOULDN'T.

'é

WASH HER FEET, I'M

C-COME INTO
MY OFFICE, SENORA.
| CAN TAKE CARE OF YoU ARE
YOU MYSELF. | WAS ONCE ) ygRY GENEROUS,
A BANADADORA . MY DEAR.

SHULT LP! IF

Z
CHELO'S GONNA C'MON,

DORALIS. WE

GONNA SEE IF THE BETTER GO... ;g2

BRUVA HAS FLIPPERS |}

g

i
‘w 1

SNORRF...AHHHH, YOU'VE
THE HANDS OF AN ARTIST, MY
DEAR. | FEEL A PLETHORA OF

PREDICTIONS COMING ON...

TMMIMMMMIMIM...

FANADADORA BARADORA- BATH GIUER

C’MON, BoOTS/

LETS FORGET IT! DON'T HAVE DUCK

FEET= DON'T HAVE DUCK
FEET=JUST BE AN OLD
LADY>DONT HAVE

DUCK FEET...

JMIMM... AMERICAN MONIEMAKER
STEVEN SPIELBERG WINS AN OSCAR
FOR HIS ADAPTATION OF 7HE CATCHER
/N THE RYE IN 1998. ART THEN
IS LEGALLY DECLARED DEAD.
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<
IN 2017 THE SOVIET UNION " 0ID Yo SEE -

WAIT, WHAT'S THAT? THIS 1S
WILL SWITCH OVER TO C'MON SOOTS7,’ B}JENATB%%’ISNG
WHAT 15 1T~
" ON. IT’S ALL
INTO FASCISM. JMMAM... MINE NOW?

CAPITALISM, BUT NOT TO BE
OUTDONE THE U.S. SINKS H/ y
,

LOOK...HERE'S
WHERE SHE BEATS
ON IT ALL DAY

bl
WE BETTER JUE RN
GIVE IT .

SELL IT AND
GET RICH/

" MOM--7
| FoRGOT ALL
ABOUT--

here..
Sxeedus
& rainbow-y
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e CHILDREN FLEE ... SORRY_You
TFOR FEAR of THE CAN'T STAY IN YES, |
UNKNOWN, SAVE OUR "g}*’“{z ;'-\ONGERr MUST BE ON
GUADALUPE; SHE RUNS SENORA... MY--
BECAUSE OF WHAT SKE

THE LEATHER [ N-NO..I DIDN'T
PoucH?/ MY EVEN KNOW YoU

YOU...UHH...

CARlCE L “> I
s

|

B
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NOW LISTEN HERE,
7 You ALL! THIS IS SHERIFF

NOT TOLERATING ANY
FUNNY STUFF IN MY
TOWN, HEAR?Z

H/ i mw )"' :

$ “ m |‘|‘ Hlf,

{ l}
' [ , HI ”L " .,."
“'{mr il l(] i fﬂ.}h' w

COPYRIGHT @GILEERT HERNANDEZ - (95
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LUBA HAS ACCIDENTALLY FALLEN INTO A AN ALLEGED BRUJA HAS COME TO PALOMAR. AS IT HAPPENS, THE STOLEN SKULL
A LEATHER POUCH CONTAINING A BABY'S SKULL SITS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE SAME

DEEP PIT AND 1S TOO EMBARRASSED TO
WAS STOLEN FROM HER BY SOME CURIOUS HOLE FROM WHERE LUBA NOW

GET HELR ONLY HER DAUGHTER GUADALUPE
KNOWS OF LUBAS PREDICAMENT BUT THE CHILDREN, BUT DUE TO THEIR CARELESS HORSE- | STRUGGLES To CLIMB OUT...

CHILD WAS SWORN TO SECRECY. PLAY THE INFANT CRAN/UM WAS LOST. THE OLD
_ e § < WOMAN SEARCHES THE TOWN FOR HER “BABY.:. . .
S5 - GUADALUPE?
y \ 4 7 % » LUPE, HONEY, | CHANGED
MY MIND, BABY...GUADALUPE?
SON OF A LUPE ! | WANT
QUT SO 1 CAN KL L.
WHOEVER CLOBBERED
ME WITH THIS -
LUPE#/

- .
TAKE THIS? , AS BLOOD GUSHES
AND THATZ 2 S OUT OF THEIR EYEBALLS
\ THE U.S. SOLDIERS ARE
SORRY THEY INVADED
OUR TOWN../

/NN -
NN
NS \ \\

AU

l"!
i,

[

[

iy
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sen FON' BAS crop
CHNZ FURND
S0UA TRONT

DIDN'T THINK I'D
SEE THROUGH YOUR
DISGUISE, EH, YANKEE

TERRORIST SPY?

THOSE ARE MY
SHORTS YOU GOT ON, *KAFF$ ,
TONANTZIN. | THOUGHT You SAID
SHERIFF CHELO DOESN'T ALLOW
GIRLS OVER /8 TO SHOW ANY
LEG ABOVE THE KNEE ...
SWHEEZ ¢

sy

A ]

ol
e

FORGET CHELO/ SHE'S
APPOINTED ME SHERIFE
S0 WHAT / SAY GOES!

NOW WHAT THE HELL %
WERE You DOING OUT RUNNING
INSTEAD OF BEING HOME IN
BED, O/ANA 7 YOU GET YOUR
MUSCLE BUTT IN BED LIKE
RIGHT NOowW/!

HUH. SHE CAN JOKE, BUT NEITHER THE YANKS

OR THE SOVIETS ARE ABOVE SECRETLY POISONING

TOWNS SO THAT THEY CAN LATER COME AND
OFFER AID TO GET US ON 7ME/R SIDE.

OK ZCOUGH?,
SISTER DEAR. AND
IF | FIND ANY SPYS
LUNDER MY BED [I'LL
SEND THEM OVER

TO YOU...

Z
i,
ity l({:l

>
fil

Y {PUTUPALL THE ¥
SIGNS ON THE OUTSIDE
of TOWN THAT SAY NOT To
COME [NTO OLR SICK TOWN
LIKE YoU SAID TO DO,

SHERIFF CHELOS o

OK, MARTIN.
SWHEEZ ¢
AND STOP

SHOUTING/
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1 BETTER GO To FIND
SHERIFF TONANTZIN
AND HELP HER FIND
THE BRUJA WHOS
MAKING EVERYBODY
SICK | BET?

A~ GODDAMN OLD HAG../ GOT ME
AND THIS OLD TOWN TURNED ALL
UPSIDE DOWN ... BRUJA. HA! IF | HAD
THE STRENGTH I'D GO OUT THERE
AND...LISTEN TO ME! SHE'S JUST
AN OLD WOMAN...

DEPUTY
TONANTZIN...

SWHEEZ £

THAT'S RIGHT?
THROW THE HAG OUT
OF TOWN/ AT GUN :KAF:
POINT IF You HAVE TO/
SHE CAN TAKE THIS...
7HING SHE BROUGHT

WITH HER;—KAF-’/




=:z': e

THERE IT IS AGAIN.
2 WHEEZ: SOME POOR WOMAN
HAS LOST HER CHILD.2COUGH?
--.SIGH. HOW LONG UNTIL

THIS 7THING TAKES US ALL?
2KAFF KAFF:

OFELIA,
GUADALUPE'S AWAKE
AGAIN. SHE'S TRYING
TO TALK BUT | CAN'T
MAKE HER ouwT!

POOR BABY, *KAFF:,
SHE'S GOT IT BAD... GUADALLIPE , HONEY ...
2KAFEZDO YoU KNOW
WHERE YOUR MOTHER
15..2 SWHEEZ 2 LUPE ?

MOM. DUCK FEET,

3508: MOM..MOM..,
DUCK FEET

| DON'T KNOW 2 KAFF: BUT |
WANT YouU To GO OUT AND LOOK
FOR YOUR MOTHER AGAIN.>WHEEZ:
SHE MAY BE HURT SOMEWHERE OR
SOMETHING, MARICELA. CHECK
BOTH THE BATH HOUSE AND THE
MOVIE :KAFF ¢ THEATER ..

DUCK FEET?/ 3
NOW WHAT THE HECK

1S THAT SUPPOSED
TO MEAN ?

I'LL BE WASTING MY . - -
BEoE S by ) S s AP
YOU SWHEEZ FEEL s s
ONE OF HER S7/INKY ILL, COME HOME TO §‘\ N \\\ W“&
BOYFRIENDS, OFELIA. BED. LOOKS LIKE HOPE Wb STAY f \\\\
WERE IN FOR A AWAY FOR A MILLio QQ“ SN
NASTY STORM. YEARS. ./- \\\\\\
|
(M
“‘ {l | y"
m‘! e L
‘r‘[‘,N;r o
i
~
1] Ll l_l LI
i . R
1
/;fj,l‘h'l» 4 " &=
) H\' . ' | 'r_s:;’;"(' - ——
"J.#II’I C"'/,’—j/——';__e —_—
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Yow/? THERE IT IS
AGAIN. GUESS WED BETTER
) "SEE WHAT HER PROBLEM IS,
&\\\, HUH, MARTIN?

W N
SR FRIAY,
L (‘~‘\ \Q, d
: W )V\“\ -
AT
R

TONANTZIN.

A} Tl m ||

HOY THERE,

WE GOTTA BE CAREFUL, f ,
GREEN EYES!

THOUGH. |F IT'S AN IMPERIALIST

' HoW ABOUT GIVING
SPY SHE MAY KNOW I'M WISE o e RNOLLDERS
,, < . RY..? —

& maRTIN,

Wi

W GO AHEAD AND CHECK ON
WHAT'S BUGGING THAT OL' LADY.
I'M GONNA INTERROGATE THIS
GLY TO SEE IF HE'S WORK-

. NG FOR ONE OF THEM/
> N
|

Eadd

JusT IN CASE IT'S THAT'
BRUJA | HEARD ABouT
| BETTER SNEAK-

I
\\\\\\\\\\

N
N \\\}& =
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fOFELIA, WAKE UP! *KAF*

YOU SAID ITS GONNA RAIN--

THAT MEANS THE HOLE MOM'S
STUCK IN WILL FILL UP AND--

FOOEY..THEN I'LL SAVE MOM MYSELF...
I'LL SAVE HER AND SHE'LL GET MAD AT
EVERYBODY BUT AME AND I'LL BE EATING

SWEETS AND ICE CREAM WHILE EVERYBODY
ELSE WILL HAVE TO EAT L/IVER.

———
it
&

YOU MADE TONANTZIN
VILLASENOR CHIEF DEPUTY?

AND GAVE HER A GUN7? CHELO,
SHE'S DANGEROUS ENOUGH
IN A TIGHT SKIRT...

ACTUALLY, TONANTZIN'S A
STRONG, RELIABLE GIRL *KAF:
DESPITE THAT DOPEY LOOK ON
HER FACE. BESIDES, THE GUN
ISN'T LOADED, MIGUEL. SHE
INSISTED | GIVE HER
ONE. ZKAFZ | DON'T
EXPECT ANY REAL
TROUBLE DURING
THE COURSE OF
THIS..THING.

HUH ... ALWAY S
THOUGHT YOU DIDN'T
LIKE HER. | MEAN,

YOU CAME UP WITH
THAT GOOFY L£EG

NOW YOU LISTEN HERE? | CREATED
THAT LAW TO PRESERVE WHAT WAS
LEFT OF THE DIGNITY OF THE WOMEN
OF PALOMAR / MEN COME AROUND AND
SEE TONANTZIN IN HER TINY SKIRT
AND HER HEELS-- WELL! NO MAN--
NOBODY RESPECTS A WOMAN WHO
LOOKS LIKE A TRAMP-A--

HEY, AW C'MON, | DIDN'T
C'MON, YOU CAN'T
GO OUT THERE,
CONDITION- CHELO/

2COUGH? I'M GOING
OUT WHERE THE AIR
IS NICE AND MUGGY.

WHY NOT BURN
STENCILED SERIAL
NUMBERS ON

" HALF OF YOU IS IN THE
DARK AGES WHILE THE OTHER
HALF 1S HERE PROTECTING WHAT
YOU LOVE...AND THE WHOLE
By OF YOU RESTS IN MY HEART.

L R R

z
E}
=
c
Z
z
Z
Z
Z
Z
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CHELO DIDN'T MEAN TO
KILL YOUR COUSIN. SHE HIT
HIM AND HE FELL ...

DON'T CHANGE THE
ER, GERALDO \ ,
DIDN'T YOU SEE \ SUBJECTS YOUR SHERIFF

WHATS-ER-NAME MURDERED MY
THE WARNING SIGNS COUSIN ROBERTO ALL THE SAME/ $
: HE DIED LIKE A COMMON --LIKE
A DOG IN THE STREET, LIKE--
HIS HEAD WAS TURNED COMPLETELY
BACKWARDS ./ | WOULDN'T CALL

OH SURE, THAT'S
WHAT SHE 70.D EVERY-

o & 2w e BODY. BUT I'VE BEEN IN
THAT CRIB DEATH../ ) (= AND OUT OF JAIL ALL MY LIFE
\ ,IJ\ND | KNOW WHAT SHIT COPf]
o - ULL WHEN THEY THINK NOBOD
‘ ROBERTOSET o IS LOOKING. COPS. PIMPS. THE
X g-*\\ HIS GRAMPA IN THE A > POPE. THEY'RE ALL OF THE SAME
~ FIRST PLACE, BREED. 7ERROR/STS. KEEPING
GERALDO.. \ THE PEOPLE IN LINE WITH
b \P, FEAR ...

| I, y AAAK, YOU
H nl' iW KNOW WHAT KIND
/i J‘ OF SWINE THE OLD
Iy MAN WAS! TREATED
{‘ I/ EVERYONE LIKE DIRT,
i LIKE-- HE CAME CLOSE
TO MOLESTING YOUR
LITTLE SISTER DIANA
A FEW TIMES, AS

| RECALL...

THAT'S CRAZY TALK/
MAYBE | OUGHT TO SIT
YOU IN A CELL FOR A FEW
DAYS TO CooL You OFF/

HEH. | AM GOING TO JAIL
REAL SOON. BUSTED A BOTTLE
ACROSS SOME STUPID COP’'S
FACE AFTER HE POPPED ME
FOR COKE. JUMPED BAIL.

THEY'LL
FIND ME,

NO
PROBLEM.

AH, BUT ALL THIS SHIT ABOUT
COPS AND STUFF IS OLD NEWS.
\BUT THAT'S THE WAY IT ]S, THE
WAY ITS ALWAYS BEEN, SO FORGET
/T’ THEY TELLYOU. YEAH, WELL, /
TELL THAT TO A BLACK KID IN /ﬁ

Y 60D, HOW'D A GUY WHO'D
BEEN S0 GOOD IN THE SACK TURN
OUT TO BE SUCH A LOON?
_ CRAZY PEOPLE GIVE ME THE
SHIVERS...

HEY, WAIT?
AREN'T WE STILL
GONNA --AW, FOR-
GET IT. G(’J TO

SOUTH AFRICA ...

MY-- MY
GUN? GeRALDO!
DID You SEE WHERE
el
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BUT WHY WOULD
HE TAKE...

| DUNNO...
| ALWAYS TRY TO
DO WHAT | THINK IS
BEST FOR MY
PEOPLE ...

CHELO GAVE ME AN EMPTY FT overrto Y
GUN 'CAUSE SHE DOESN'T M | Kep HIM LOCKED
TRUST ME... SO / SWITCHED DP FOREVER...

/T WITH HER LOADED oNE! CALLING ME A
NAZI, HMF.

oHSH'T,.,

’.f
VI by’ .
//Z//I"r/,,,//‘/'. P MAYBE | NEED
&7 HELP IN RUNNING
& THIS TOWN... SOMEONE
G STRONG AND SMART.

(gl ESPECIALLY SMART. i

\nllli

|
il

I
‘l
|

i

> SHoULD HAVE
H  DONE THIS WHEN | HAD
THE CHANCE...

oK, LADY/
I THINK TS TIME
YOU AND | TALK

| DON'T KNOW, SHE's
OUT THERE SOMEWHERE--
HEY! LET ME OUT SOS
! CAN HELP FIND HER
700, TON-- HEY?
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MoM...S08
SoMEONE
HELP..

BET THAT oL’ &
BRUJA :WHEEZ*
CouLD KEEP IT

FROM
RAINING...

MoM, You
Got uT.? )

. —~

WOU'RE NOT
\/M‘I Mom--!

N

I'M YOUR REAL

MOTHER =

o T T
SHe ! ERSTAND!
INOERSTAND:- L UND £RE

OT MY MOM--
#] [ i Poms Boo'FuL?

MY MOM'S NICE, WELL,
NOT ALL THe TIME, BUT
SHE ALWAYS WEARS
CLOTHES?
s0%, MoM...

UADALUPE, RUNZ7

;Ng" YOUR MOTHER #/ THEY'LL
30 ANYTHING To KEEP YOU FROM
\WHAT YoU_LOVE THE MoST/ THeY
DID IT TOMEY RUN 227
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HEY..You'RE THE HOLLYWOOD S

MOVIE STAR WHOSE NAME | ALWAYS

FORGET... OFELIA HAS YOUR PICTURE
UP IN HER ROOM...

You DIED ' CAUSE YOUR

BACK WAS BAD... OFELIA

LIKED YoU ALOT ALOTIN

THE MOVIES... SOMEDAY

SHE'LL DIE CAUSE OF HER
BAD BACK...

He IT's FRIDA KAHLO,
THE CRAZY PAINTER! SHE'S
4 SUPPOSED TO BE UP ON OFeLIA'S
WALL,T00, 'CAUSE SHE ALSO
DIED OF A BAD BACK.. {
GUESS THEY BOTH
COULON'T STAND OFEUA's
SNORING....

THe ONLY ONE_FROM

FELIKS WALL THAT ISN'T HERE
1S JESUS CHRIST, BUT I GUESS
Ke'S HIDING 0UT FROM THe
PEOPLE WHO BUG HIM FoR

REQUESTS ALL DAY...

OUR JOB IS ( 0H, DON'T §o,l,
DONE HERE, MR. PLEASE, DON'T GO!
CHANDLER. _&/ A PLEASE ---OH... | GUESS
g THEY HAD To GO BACK
To OFELIA'S WALL TO
KegP JESUS
COMPANY...
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MOM-- MOM,
'™ HERE! | MADE IT/
I'LL PULL YoU OUT?

%3 CQ}QEFUL
= A
N, LUPE-.
A
‘VJ’

AND..AND ofliUAi?&Xl)DllT
WAS GONNA RAIN
TT(ZUGHT You WERE GONNA
DROWN IN THERE..

0H, BUT YOURE
SAFE..YOU'RE
HERE...YOU'RE
REALLY
HERE...

d?—itl?A IMMER
SW
gETHAN THAT,

YouRE NOT MY Mo 4,

e JOOTUL-WEARS™

CLOHES -~ BOO’FIJ L --
¥

7

Podeu-

EAH, UK HUH..GWE IT

- CLOTHES...

DO / BELIEVE THERE'S

V--A MAN WITH A GOATEE/
SUCH THING AS BRUJAS?

DID YOU SEE --7SK, OH!/ THEN
HAVE YoU SEEN SHERIFF CHELO!
YoUu DO KNOW WHO 7HAT
IS, DON'T YOoU? DON'T
YOouU - OHHH..?

Boo Hoo-

{T’s NO USE,
('s N0 GOOD .
PDOR CHELD.. SNIFF
Q00R ME..

YOU MEAN
BESIDES
MY MoMm?

S Y ou, IEIARICELA.’

, WHY ARE YoU SO--

q,owogf;%LsL 2KAF: I'M SURE YODUR
MOTHER'LL SHOW UP

€S
e S0MEWHER

¢ - —_——aa 5
e CeNORA SHERIFF CHELD/ [ 5 PR
= S NORA SHERIFE CHE S== JESUS, THIS KID NEEDS HELP BAD!

WHAT THE HELL KIND OF TOWN IS THIS THAT
Lﬁ lzkl‘lljh’.: T!RSEI:;E/N *\i THEIR KIDS LAY SICK AND NEGLECTED
E . *

IN THE GODDAMN STREETZ/ BETTER GET
HER To A DOCTOR BEFORE | DO
ANYTHING ELSE ../

EATING A BANANA,
PROBABLY 3kAF<
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=Y Gy

CHELO...THAT MAN'S GOT-- & | SEE HIM--? ' Y WHAT..? HEY, THIS DON'T EVEN
GUADALUPE! CHELO, THAT Y3 HEY You? HotD IT 4 KID'S IN BAD SHAPE/ MAKE A MOVE/
¢ ’ © )= | WAS TAKING HER-- # MARICELA, GET
‘ R/G//T 77/5?5". )| <= YOUR SISTER”

AN'S GOT MY SISTER!

OH...OH, GOD, SHE FOUND V"~ cuapaLure, Y
HIM OUT BEFORE...OH, THANK ARE You CRAZY?! b
600D..! | OUGHT TO GINE HIM CMERE!
A PIECE OF /Y MIND--¢

PHUMILIATE NOW AND ASK QUESTIONS

LATER, HUH? |'VE HAD COP GLN BARRELS
UP MY ASS BEFORE, COP...SO YOURE THE
ONE WHO DID IT TO ROBERTO ...

NOow WE'LL
2KAFFE GO OVER
TO THE KID'S HOME
AND ASK HER
COUSIN OFELIA
ABOUT WHAT'S
GOING ON../

N . B
§ L
S5 MOVE. IN
V THE NAME OF
THE LAW...

S0. YOU GOT CAUGHT
BEFORE YOU COULD PULL
ANY OF YOUR --

ToNANTZIN/ '" l | I l !

4 )
GO AHEAD, YOU FUCKING ]
MURDERING COW..TELL US /M GONNA 7aeoly
ALL HOW You REALLY KILLED Yoo THERE | OZ/,‘-'
ROBERTO...GO AHEAD... -

GUADALUPE, DON'T/
WHAT'S W/7H YOoU?
GUADALUPE, STOP--
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CHELO, 5085, CHELO-/
HEGOTMYGUNWHEN! WASN'T
LOOKING CAUSE HE WANTEDTOSHOO:
YOUORSOMETHING AND IT WOULD
BEO. K. IFITWAS THEEMPTYGUN
YOUGAVE MEBUTISWITCHED /TAND,
NOWIT5LOADED OHGODI MSORRY

ALL RIGHT
THEN, STUPID/

FALL INY /
GO AHEAD!

TONANTZIN, | KNEW YOU'D

THATS ENOUGH,
TONANTZIN, STOP!
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WW%DDAN

PO

TONANTZIN.. ZKAF:

SWITCH GUNS...S0 | LEFT
BolH OF THEM EMPTY...
THE GUN HE HOLDS
/SN'T LOADED?

IN HER

ROBERTO
DESERVED BETTER-

WITH D/GNITY...

PRAISE THE HOLY VIRGIN

TO DIE LIKE A MAN...

~
INFINITE WISDOM AND
GRACE.

SHHHHH,
TONANTZIN...IT'S
OVER NOW, SHHH




WELL, THAT ORDEAL
WASN'T ALL BAD. |
LOST A FEW POUNDS.

TS
SUSITRETRIY

LRI
ANYY W
IR o

ELBOW ALL BROKEN
LIKE YOU THOUGHT?

15...YOUR OH YEAH; NO, JUST CRACKED IT A
LITTLE. 1 GOT OFF EASY COMPARED TO
EVERYONE ELSE. COLOMBIA CHACON
WENT BLIND FOR A WHILE, BUT SHE'S OK.
NOW. ALMOST ALL OF BOBBY MADRID'S
TEETH FELL OUT... AND THAT POOR OLD
WOMAN SEARCHING FOR HER--WELL;
WHAT WAS ONCE HER BABY...

"\
) (AN
AN
A1

HONER

SHE REMINDED ME OF OLD 1510RO
WHO LIVES ALONE ON THE BEACH...
BOTH CRA2Y LONE SOME BECAUSE
SOME ONE VERY DEAR TO EACH
OF THEM HAS BEEN LOST

FOREVER...

222,
ot

DON'T KNOW WHAT'D BE
WORSE ... LOSING SOME ONE
WHERE | COULD NEVER BE
WITH THEM AGAIN...

OR HAYING

I'LL NEVER LOSE
YOU CAUSE I'M
NEVER LETTING YOU
GO EVER EVER
EVER..!

THAT SOMEONE
ALWAYS CLOSE BY
BUT HAVING LOST
THEM JUST THE

SAME ...

PP AN LA M (o
CRORRRRREN AR
N A
AN ORI
PSRRI
NN nanh

N
N
= A

S
N AN
ANNNETNN
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TONANTZIN ...

U
fn s

H ¢ fif
!
I

1')‘{['.‘({

I
“a

l

1

|

I'M NOT CHANGING,
SHERIFF! / CAN WEAR
ANYTHING | WANT..”

OH, TONANTZIN ...1 JUST WANTED
TO KNOW HOW YOU WERE, HONEY...

BE WHILE A MILLION BOMB8S SIT

S

" | DON'T KNOW... TONANTZIN’S
ALWAYS BEEN A BIT GOOFY, BUT
NOT-- FIRST TIME SHE DIDN'T
ADDRESS ME BY MY NAME...
SYLP:
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75 WELL AS A PERSON AN N

READY TO BE DROPPED ON OUR HEADS.
THE THREAT OF BEING BOMBED AT ANY
GIVEN MOMENT MAKES FOR A BETTER
PRISON THAN ANY BARS EVER DID.

“ WHAT WITH LIBYA AND THE U.S. AND
THE U.S.S.R. AND--WELL, WHEN YOU HAVE
MISSILE SILOS HIDDEN UNDER SCHOOLS
AND SHIT--AND SHIT! THE U.S. ARE NOW
PREPARING BOMBS THAT LL HAVE ALMOST

WORSE EFFECTS THAN THEIR MOST

POPULAR BOOKS AND MOVIES.

TONANT ZIN GETTING WEIRD?
HUH ! ANY KIND OF MOVEMENT
IN MY SISTER'S BRAIN COULD
ONLY BE AN [MPROVEMENT. OH,
| WOULON'T WORRY, CHELO.
SHELL BE ALL RIGHT...

OK, DIANA...
| JUST THOUGHT
MAYBE THAT ORDEAL
WITH ROBERTO'S COLISIN
HAD--WELL...OK...

GERALDO’S GOT IT FIGURED OUT,
SO WERE GONNA WRITE TO EACH
OTHER AS THINGS PROGRE SS..OR

DETERIORATE, IF YOU WILL ...

/ CAN WEAR
ANYTHING | WANT,
SHERIFF!
=4 Ll
’tL-' \ [y
= =
N
> / s e
‘“‘:\}}3‘\\\
(
4
=

“..OR HAVING THAT SOMEONE
ALWAYS CLOSE 8Y BUT HAVING
LOST THEM JUST THE SAME ...

Ml !
i




=N
Y

S
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i I‘; wllly

| ti (L]

I]l" i '{,"t \

No FaIR! You GuYs
ARE WINNING CAUSE You
GOT AN EXTRA GUY, PIPO!

HEY, BIRTHDAY BoY/
HOW ABOUT MAKING THE
SIDES EVEN ?

YEAH, CMON
ISRAEL ../

. Al

[

1KY

AND HE ACTS LIKE IT'S HIS

BOY, IT'S HIS BIRTHDAY

FUNERAL .

ITS HIS FIRST
BIRTHDAY WITHOUT
HIS TWIN SISTER..

U M

THEY NEVER
DID FIND HER...
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TONANTZIN THE OLD MAN
3 N
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FINISHED
IN A FEW
MINUTES...

CAREFUL ...You DON'T
WANT TO HURT YOUR
SHOULDER AGAIN.

MY SHOULDER'LL
BE FINE 3HNK t
I'LL BE
»

|

ALL RIGHT. BUT
AFTER YOU SHOWER
COME ON STRAIGHT

To BED, OK?
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" |SRAEL, WHERE ARE YOU
GOING? IT'S VERY LATE. WHY
AREN'T YOU COMING TO
BED LIKE | SAID?

YEAH, UH...] WAS JusT CIGARETTES. MARIJUANA BUT } AM. THESE
GOING OUT FOR SOME CIGARETTES, ILL BET. |SRAEL, THINGS TAKE TIME ...
CIGARETTES. | WAS YOU ToLD ME YOU WERE GOING GONNA TAKE MY

COMING RIGHT BACK. TO QUIT THAT JUNK... ALLOWANCE AWAY FOR
- 2 I|“ I.Illl--

A MONTH?

it

i

OH, DON'T BE SILLY...I'D JUST
HATE FOR YOU TO GET CAUGHT

HEY, DON'T...
AND GET SENT TO JAIL AND-- . HEY,
AND | SOUND LIKE AN OLD ILL BE RIGHT BACK,

ALLY.
GRANDMOTHER ... _ REALLY.

7]
/

<
N

i
W
il

/,

0
i

(4, 7 //

)

i

/’7”@’/’/

/ /7
////{///v

\t

7
// //

7,

7
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7% T

I
7%
2

%122}

%
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o,
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A
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7
{Il/

2
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KARLA

5
§
;
;
|

v
4
E
18

IS THERE ANYTHING
LEFT OF MY SHIT?

I N

W o A E T T2 5 7 r A T Ts

YOU'RE THE I'LL TRY TO COME
ONLY ONE WHO USES STAY wrrEHKYou NEXT

THAT JUNK. WE RUBEN SALAS

ASKED ME TO GO
TO BAHIA WITH HIM,
ISRAEL.

ITS IN
THE BoTTOM
DRAWER.

MAN'S GETTING
SUSPICIous.

OH YEAH?
HEH...ARE YouU You CoULD HavE
TRIED To TALK ME

ouT of m...
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SO HOW'S LIFE

WITH THE OLD MAN,

ISRAEL?

MARCOS b
Y

CALL IT BLISS, CALL UMP;
IT UTOPIA, | COULDN'T : ‘n‘ A
HOPE FOR A BETTER

| NEVER
KNOW IF YOU'RE
BEING SARCASTIC
OR WHAT...

| MEAN IT...HE'S THE SWEETEST MOST
UNDERSTANDING PERSON I'VE EVER MET...
WORRIES ABOUT ME ALL THE TIME..I'M
FREE TO SPEND ALL THE MONEY | WANT...

HE LOVES ME..REALLY
LOVES ME, | THINK, BUT--
NO, | WOULD NEVER
WANT TO HURT

229

X
e
5 S5

2
2R

3

T
855
STeSeavs

5 2t
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MARCOS SHOULD HAVE YOUR You DIDN'T..?
LUCK. THE WAY THINGS'RE GOING
FOR HIM, HE'S TALKING ABOUT CUTTING WELL, YEAH,
HIS HAIR AND GETTING A JOB! iy SHIT, FOR ABOLT
THUMPA A MONTH NOW.
= \
T
T o at Py cMON,
/:1%%’3.15_ 2 e~ | KNOW
. WHER
KNOW HE ’ f HAﬁGHSE
WAS OUT... (—r OoUuT...
\
~-
-~ T
.
. I M(‘
g : {
N /

MARCOS, IS JESUS ALL RIGHT?

JESUS 1S FINE...FINE. HE
DID YoU TAKE CARE OF HIM

WON'T BE GETTING OUT AS SOON
LIKE YOU'WEQE SUPPOSED AS WE THOUGHT, THOUGH. HE

TO? HE'S NOT HURT..? BEAT UP ANOTHER GUARD. -
L) 7Sk, THAT BOY'S TEMPER...

1LY
>

B -~/ HEY, HONEY,
How BouT
IT.2

——




BLUVUUE

™ SHE..WORE....
\VEL-VET...

| HAD A NASTY CRUSH ON
HIM, Y'KNOW. | KNOW HE LIKED
ME...A LITTLE, AT LEAST. BUT HE

SOMETHING WHEN HE GETS OUT.

AND PEOPLE
CALL ME SICK.

PLANS TO MARRY SOME INDIAN WOMAN
WITH THE WORLD'S BIGGEST BOOBS OR

y HEH, LUBA ...
YEAH, THAT'S JESUS

HE'LL NEVER
CHANGE ...

- SUCK ON TuIs!

IT

JAIL AND I'M NOT READY FOR

/SRAEL ..! 1SRAEL, FORGET
# WE'D JUST GET THROWN IN

THAT GIG AGAINS

==

fHUH. STILL

HAVE VICTIMS ALL
STREWN ABOUT
THE WORLD?

NO, MY SISTER. WELL, SHE'S
NOT MY REAL SISTER...I'VE
KNOWN PIPO SINCE WE WERE
TOTS...| FEEL LIKE SHE'S MY

REAL SISTER...

PIPO WAS ONCE
THE BEST FUCKING
GOALIE THE WORLD
HAD EVER SEEN...

HERE'S THE ADDRESS. IT'LL
BE ALL RIGHT, | PROMISE. YOURE
THE ONLY ONE | TRUST WITH
HIM, MARCOS ..-

Y ISRAEL, |
CAN'T JUST...

TAKE GOOD
CARE OF HIM,
MARCOS. THE OLD {
BOY DESERVES
THE BEST.

Il

|

GOD, YOU'RE SHAKING
LIKE A LEAF..HERE BABE,
I'VE GOT SOMETHING TO
CALM YOU DOWN...

NO NO, DON'T
WANT TO RELAX,
WANNA STAY UP

TONIGHT. GONNA

TAKE THE BUS UP TO
OLYMPUS. OUGHT
TO GET THERE BY

MORNING.
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GOO, YOURE
SKINNY...

...AND SERGIO IS
AWAY AT SCHOOL NOW. ELEVEN.
HE TURNED ELEVEN
LAST MONTH...
OVER EIGHTEEN,
GIRL ...

GATO TELLS ME
] LOOK LIKE A BLIMP,
C'MON, LET ME SHOW
YOU AROUND OLR
NEW HOUSE...

JEEZ.You STILL
DON'T LOOK A DAY

HAVE ..YOU BEEN TO
PALOMAR LATELY? | HAVEN'T
BEEN SINCE THE FUNERAL.

NO, | PREFER
TO KEEP AWAY
FROM-- UH, WELL,
NO, | HAVEN'T.
P

WELL, LOOKS LIKE

THAT GATOS DOING|
BETTER EVERY TIME
I NISIT You.

OH WELL, YOU KNOW
GATO! HEH, ANYTHING FOR HIS
OLD LADY AND SON..HEH ...

4 I'D BETTER GO,
BABE. GONNA GO

TODAY...

VICENTE AND SATCH

WELL, TELL
THEM H| FOR
ME ...

SEE

OH...OH,
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ITS GATO, ISN'TIT,
PIPO..? YOURE TRYING
TO GET BACK AT

HIM...

HAS HE HURT You, PIPO..?
/L~ 1L FUCKING BUST HIS
PENCIL- NECK [F HE'S HURT You!
HAS HE? IF HES MADE ONE
WRONG MOVE TOWARD You-

OH GOD, | ONLY
W/SH HE WOULD
HIT ME INSTEAD
OF...OH, | DON'T

JUST GIVE ME THE
WORD, PIPO. JUST SAY
IT AND THAT FUCKING
SWINE'S A CORPSE.

PIPO, COME WITH ME...LETS GO AWAY.
WE'LL PICK LP YOUR KID AND WE'LL
ALL GO AWAY TOGETHER. I'M LOADED!
You'D NEVER HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT
MONEY OR GATO OR ANYTHING
EVER AGAIN...

l YOU HAVE

TO GO NOW,
ISRAEL ...

DO 1T, PIPO.
LEAVE HIS ASS.

GOOD-BYE,
ISRAEL.
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I'M TELLING YOU, ISRAEL, 500 Do S BUT WHY DIDN'T HE TELL
SATC VICENTE'S GONE. HE AND HIS S : ARN! ME. | COULD HAVE TRIED TALKING
" BUDDY SATURNINO PULLED UP HIM OUT OF 1T--| COULD HAVE
STAKES AND HEADED FOR 5 GONE WITH HIM ../
THE STATES... S

Y
VICENTE

YOoU BOYS LOOK
LIKE YOU BOTH COULD
USE A COLD ONE.

YEAH ... FUCKIN'
VICENTE ...

WELL, SHIT, HE WANTED TO w

LET YOU KNOW BUT YOU'RE ANYWAY, AFTER GATO

/

A HARD MAN TO FIND SACKED HIM FROM THE
PLANT TIMES GOT REAL
BAD FOR VICENTE AND HIS
BUDDY, 50 THEY FIGURED

WHAT THE HELL.2

OOH, YOU'RE
A DREAM,
MARTA.

GUESS I'M PRETTY
LUCKY WITH WHAT |
GOT..DON'T MAKE T00
MUCH MONEY, BUT | GOT
A GOOD WIFE, GOOD
KIDS, MY OWN

HOME ...

THAT'S WHAT
| DON'T FUCKING
GET/ WE'VE ALL

KNOWN GATO FOR
YEARS, SATCH...

THANKS,
MART.

YOU KNOW , WHAT
A PUSSY GATO'S ALWAYS
BEEN, MAN. IF #/5 BOSS
SAYS 500, GATO JUMPS,
AND THAT'S THAT.

STARING AT HIM LIKE
HE WAS A GODDAMN SIDE
OF BEEF AND YOU HADN'T
EATEN FOR A MONTH--

/WELL TAKE CARE

THEN, ISRAEL .AND OH. DID
THANKS AGAIN FOR THE ISRAEL ’LEAVE
HELP. THIS WouLD HAVE ALREADY? | DIDN'T

TAKEN ME A WEEK TO SEE HIM GO...
DO BY MYSELF... GLAD TO
HELP OUT,

SATCH.
SAY BYE
TO MARTA
FOR ME ...

T T AAAAMAAA .
I'LL POISON Your
DINNER/ | WILLL
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TONANTZIN

| DON'T HAVE TO
LET YOU IN, Y'KNOW.
YOU OUGHT TO THANK
ME, BUSTER.

/SEKIORA gLvITZ!
YOU COULD HAVE LEFT
A MESSAGE AT YOUR

OFFICE /

=

.‘zu
R '(“11” ‘

il

i

OH..!
SENOR
DIAZ? you
INTERRUPTED
MY TRANCE /

-

4 TETY
‘4@( o v\\\\\\\\wz

WHAT'S THE A‘mw”']] 1 |
PASSWORD? -

il iy -
i

A

7o KNow ABOUT AURORA? YOU'VE

r

FUCK THE
PASSWORD/

"RCR
)

| JUST WANT
TO SEE SENORA
BLIVITZ/

>

t@‘/
-y

i.\k{."&:;‘\

WHAT THE HELL
ARE YOU) TALKING

FLCK YOUR TRANCE! | WANT

ALL | KEEP
GETTING IS A
BLACK SUN.

HAD PLENTY OF TIME TO FIND HER/
I'M NOT PAYING YOU TO COME TO
THESE FUCKED UP...74/NGS/

PERMANENT
ECLIPSE.

YEAH YEAH..
AND | KNOW YOU'RE
NOT PAYING ME TO
TELL YOU THINGS
YOU DON'T WANT

TO HEAR...

<
‘ L Py

b

liad (
il @

I'M ENTERING DARK
AND UGLY WATERS, DIAZ.
IF YOU WANT ME TO CONTIN-
UE SEARCHING FOR YOUR SIS-
TER..THEN | NEED MORE
MONEY...COMBAT PAY. ﬁ

i

.
"
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GOOD. NOW

CAN | GET BACK

TO MY TRANCE,
HOUDINI?

N | You DECADENCE THATD

YoU DIDN'T HAVE
TO THROW HIM OUT THE

WINDOW... HE NEEDED THE

AIR. SO, TONANTZIN,
DOES SHERIFF CHELO
LET You DRESS THIS

WAY BACK IN Ol

?

WHO GIVES PALOMAR?
A SHIT WHAT A
COP THINKS?

Ows
R‘EARTIES'-“'
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GOD DAMN

PHONEY BITCH...

Yy -~
ALL YOU FUCKED UP =
TRENDIES WITH YOUR PHONEY | [eand
1,
/ COULD SHow
MAKE YOU SHIT...

DECADENT MHORSESHIT... Y

...1 DON'T CARE

IF YOU'LL TURN INTO

SRS MICHAEL JACKSON, I'M
~N - NOT K/5SING YOou!
« ™Y
s

B
s

TSN /
N N

N\

IT'S BEEN A WHILE, GIRL.
YOURE SURE NOT THE LIl
CHUBCAKE | USED TO
- YOURE NOT
4 THE SKINNY GOON
| USED To KNOW,
ISRAEL .

THE SAME, THOUGH..YOU'VE
ALWAYS SMELLED LIKE YoU-
JUST TOOK A BATH...

WE_CAN

B 0ISCUSS OLD TIMES
PRIVATELY IN

THE BEDROOM..

AN

LA




DID YOU SEE WHERE
MY PANTIES WENT ?

.. A GUY'D KNOW

1F KIS TWIN SISTER WAS
DEAD, THOUGH... HE'D FEEL

IT SOMEHOW, ALMOST LIKE HIS

O DEATH...WEW, WEW, | DON'T
FEEL IT../ AND I'L FIND

AURORA ONE DAY --ALIVE--AND
WE'LL BOTH HAVE A GOOD

LAUGH ON EVERYONE..-

:\‘q

50 WHAT THE FUCK, GIRL...MARRY ME. REALLY TONANTZIN,
MARRY ME. | GOT LOTS OF MONEY, LOTS..YOU'LL NEVER HAVE TO
SELL GODDAMN SLUGS IN THE STREET AGAIN...WE'LL HAVE KIDS, SHIT,
BETWEEN US WE COULD BREED A SUPER RACE! OH, GIRL ...

MARRY ME...| WANT TO

BE WITH YOU WHEN WERE
OLD AND WITHERED AND USE-
LESS BUT STILL FUCKING
LIKE WEASELS ...

WHO'S IN THERE?
LET ME IN, T'MoN....

IN A FEW YEARS...IN A FEW MOMENTS, AT
ANYTIME, THE BOMBS W/LL DROP... THE SOVIETS,

THE U.S., DOESN'T MATTER WHO DROPS FIRST... AND
EYERYBODY KNOWS THIS, AND YET PEOPLE, INCLUDING
THE MOST CYNICAL CRITICS OF THE SITUATION, PEOPLE
GO AHEAD AND HAVE CHILDREN ALL THE SAME! AS IF

A TWO OR THREE YEAR OLD KID MIGHT PREVENT SOME-
THING THAT INTELLIGENT ADULTS CAN'T/ MURDER/
AND | WON'T BE IMPLICATED. MURDER...

pret 4R

=TT ”"1{” o}
{‘!l{“,’hjil‘!)}x’
. e

SOME OF THE BOMBS ARE HERE
ALREADY, GERALDO TELLS ME...A.I.D.S.
IS ONE OF THEM...AND THE FALLOLT
IS MILITANT HOMOPHOBIA ...

| WON'T BE IMPLICATED IN MURDER,

ISRAEL. IF I'M PREGNANT BY YoU I'LL

HAVE THE CHILD ABORTED AND SPARE
IT \TS FUTURE MURDER ...

S50 WHERE'D
MY PANTIES GO?

LOOK, IF SHE'LL DO
IT WITH ME AND JESUS
AND VICENTE AND WHO
KNOW.S WHO ELSE, SHELL
DO IT WITH You/ y

BESIDES, ITS
YOUR BIRTHDAY,
ISRAEL /

IF THINGS BEGIN TO END
BEFORE YOU WANT 'EM TO, BOY,

JUST REMEMBER TO THINK OF
CHURCH OR SOMETHING SAD/

YEAH, SOMETHING
SAD LIKE THE SIZE
OF YOUR DICK/
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BEHOLD SHE WHO HAS LAUNCHED A
THOUSAND BONERS AND WHO WILL UN-
DOUBTABLY LAUNCH THOUSANDS MORE /

[ [/ |
rll i i ;|| lllu " |{"‘.

| m\

WA/T, 1SRAEL!

YOURE NOT FINISHED o ~ KISS THE BARY "v.'

HERE YET... P BYE-BYE...

N

% I
éﬂ
N .

7

N lﬂ“l x.m"l"l" /N

£ £ GIVE YOU-
l'{loue DRINK our.snoar}

OUT FIGHT OUT FUCK

s QUT LIVE
== ANY OF YOU TRENDY
BULLSHIT PHONIES

i"*/ou WANT FUCKING
< DECADENCE 7 )
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) L2

AAAAA
HE MEANSIT! f
8 f"* -

GET Serious
AND HAND ME THE

PLIERS!

3
)
v. ‘:
A
y) ] 4
,;‘ (Q"%r

BeER Bone?
Thas 1S A VODKA

CALL THE POLICE!
SHELL BE

SYAWN: BOR-ING../ N
C'MON, EVERYBODY,’
ITS ALL BEEN DONE
BeFore, TSk

/6
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OH, GOD, LOOK
AT You! C'MON IN,
THEN. CHRIST;

LOOK AT You{ JEEZ, THESE-
THESE BINGES ARE K/ILLING
You, ISRAEL.../

THATS RIGHT! GO AHEAD AND I'M MARRIED TO MIMI NOW, ISRAEL,

LOOK AT ME LIKE THAT/ | MEAN WERE HAPPY WITH OUR DULL NORMAL

WHAT | SAY, ISRAEL! NO MORE! LIFE. SUPRISED? YEAH, SAME OLD MIMI,
BUT THERE'S NO BULLSHIT WITH US?

WELL, THAT'S
IT, BOY/ NO MORE,
| WON'T BE INVOLVED
IN YOUR SHIT
ANY MORE /

Yoy GO
AHEAD, WRECK
YOURSELF? I'M g DOON'T
THROUGH WITH TRY TO CUDDLE
(2¢4 UP WITH ME,
BOY. IT WON'T
WORK.

HERE. \WIPE
OFF THAT BLOOD,
FOR CHRIST'S
SAKE...

JORGE, COME
GOODBYE, ISRAEL. TO BED NOW.

...GOD HELP You.

nmllm\\)\\_,\g
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ER..THERE'S A MAN HERE
TO SEE You, SENOR REYNA.
HE'S..DOING PUSH UPS AT
THE MOMENT, SENOR.

ISRAEL DIAZ...

YEAH, I'LL SEE
HIM. You'P BETTER
GO TO LUNCH NOW,
TiTI. YES, NOW.

WHAT DID You
SAY YOUR NAME
WAS..?

MY WIFE 1S LEAVING
ME. MY BEAUTIFUL BEAUTIFUL
WIFE WON'T BE THERE WHEN
| GET HOME. NEVER AGAIN...
I'VE LOST SERGIO..MY BOY...
JESUS FUCKING CHRIST...

YOoU DIDN'T
EVEN GIVE
VICENTE ANY REAL
REASON FOR THE SACK.
You CouLD HAVE <
CONVINCED YOUR
BOSSES TO KEEP

YoU SMELL LIKE
GODDAMN ROTTEN

\EGGS. LIKE --

--YOUR GODDAMN
HEART. WHAT'S WRONG
WITH YoU, GATO? YOU'VE
KNOWN VICENTE SINCE
YOU WERE KIDS../

| KNOW WHERE SHELL BE ...
BUT | WON'T BE ABLE TO GET NEAR
HER... KNOW IT.. AND IT WAS You?
YOU FUCKED EVERYTHING UP...
YOU FUCKING...YOU HAD NO
RIGHT TO..TO...

WHA'D
YOU DO7? FUCK
HER? DID You
PORK HER, YOU
BIG STUPID
FAGGOT..?

AAAAAAAH,
You dIpf You
FUCKED HER-!

ARE
You TALKING
ABOUT MY--
MY S/ISTER,
You--
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bo1T.. DO 1T,
SRAEL. DOIT ..
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I'VE GOT TO GO TOA
CONFERENCE RIGHT NOW,
ISRAEL DARLING. I'LL BE
BACK LATE, BUT I'™M GOING
TO LEAVE YOU A BLANK
CHECK, OK?

OK.

BE GOOD NOW,
SWEETHEART...

NOW PROMISE YOU WON'T T
GO OUT AND EMPTY MY BANK
ACCOUNT, LOVER...

AND DON'T You
START FLIRTING WITH
YOUR EXECUTIVE BUDDIES,
SOFIA, OR I'LL HAVE TO
GET TOUGH...

OOOH, THEN I'D
BETTER DO A LOT
OF FLIRTING...

JOHNNY...YEAH, IT'S ME.
| KNOW, | TRIED TO CALL YOU
EARLIER, BUT | THINK SHE'S

GETTING SUSPICIOUS..YEAH.

NO WAY... | WOULDN'T

HURT HER FOR ANYTHING../
SHE'S GOOD TO ME-- OK, OK. I'LL
THINK OF SOMETHING..YEAH,
| KNOW, BABE. | LOVE YoU
TOO...YEAH.

N
P S\ L&\\;EL@
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A LOVE AND ROCKETS BOOK

(I

If you’ve enjoyed this book, you can follow the continuing tales of Palomar in Human Diastrophism.
(Release date: July 2007)



:: MAGGIE the MECHANIC Ak
Hernandez Hernandez

A LOVE AND ROCKETS BOOK

Jaime Hernandez’s “Locas” stories appeared in Love and Rockets side by side with Gilbert’s tales of
Palomar. They're now being collected into three books: Maggie the Mechanic (available now), The Girl
from H.O.PPE.R.S (release date: July 2007), and Perla (not pictured; release date: December 2007).



GILBERT HERNANDEZ

BET> 2006

Born in 1957, Gilbert Hernandez enjoyed a pleasant child-
hood in Oxnard, California with four brothers and one
sister. The siblings were, in Gilbert’s words, “born into a
world with comic books in the house” — Archie, Marvel,
and Dennis the Menace. A further strain of DNA was
added later when an older brother smuggled R. Crumb’s
Zap into the house.

Gilbert’s childhood enthusiasm for comics was equaled only
by his teenaged appetite for rock and roll (‘50s, 60’s, 70’s,
punk). Both he and his brother Jaime created eye-catching
poster art for local bands like the Angry Samoans, Agent
Orange, Black Flag and others through the early ’80s.

Initiated by older brother Mario and bankrolled by younger
brother Ismael, Gilbert and Jaime created Love & Rockets #1
in 1981. It may have been a very small, black and white affair,
but almost a quarter of a century later, the series is regarded
as a modern classic and the Hernandez brothers continue
to create some of the most startling, original, and intelligent
comic art to be seen since the ’60s underground boom.

Ironically, the greatest mainstream exposure for Gilbert
came when a British musical group appropriated the name
without permission in the 1980s. Years later, the name
was symbolically reclaimed by Gilbert when he gave it to
a fictional and exceptionally obnoxious garage band in
the storyline “Love & Rockets X.” Gilbert’s 13-year saga
Palomar, as serialized in the first volume of Love & Rockets
from 1983 to 1996, remains one of the defining bodies of
work of its era.

In addition to his continuing work on Love and Rockets,
Gilbert is the author of the original graphic novels Sloth and
Grip for DC Comics, Girl Crazy for Dark Horse Comics, and
the illustrator of Peter Bagge’s Yeah! for DC Comics.

Gilbert lives in Las Vegas, NV, with his wife and daughter.
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