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PREVIOUSLY IN SPAWN

Previously: Cult of Omega Previously: Cult of Omega – Omega has been defeated and dragged down into his – Omega has been defeated and dragged down into his 
own prison by the Plague. But what awaits him at the bottom may be even worse… own prison by the Plague. But what awaits him at the bottom may be even worse… 
Spawn and his recent adversary, Medieval Spawn escape the island together but Spawn and his recent adversary, Medieval Spawn escape the island together but 
how long will this truce last?how long will this truce last?
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INTERVIEW WITH TODD McFARLANE

SPAWNING
GROUND

PRESENTS: 

28 years ago, you brought Spawn to the world. 
There have been many mini-series, 1-Shots and 
spin-offs, why was this the right time to start a 
new Spawn Ongoing series?

Actually, I should have done something like this 
years ago. In fact, as far back as the first year 
of Image Comics formation, in 1992, the original 
founders all talked about possibly sharing our 
characters in some bigger playground. That never 
came to be, but I never stopped wanting to see 
some kind of universe put together. But as time 
passed and a couple of the original founders left 
Image Comics, it became apparent that all of 
us getting together wasn’t going to happen. So, 
I tucked the idea away in the back of my brain 
talking about it off and on over the years. Then 
once I was nearing issue #300 of the SPAWN 
comic, I thought it might make a perfect catalyst 
to actually put something together. So, this is what 
I am calling the Spawn Universe (which will get 
a name change down the line so it will be a more 
encompassing of a brand not centered exclusively 
around Spawn-type characters).

There have been some teasers out already about 
the 3 new Ongoing titles. Can you give a sneak 
peek at what fans might expect?

Sure. Beginning in June (with the release of 
SPAWN’S UNIVERSE #1), I will introduce readers 
to three new monthly titles. The first (coming 
in August), is titled KING SPAWN and will be a 
companion book to the original Spawn comic, 
meaning you can get your Spawn fix twice a 
month. Then in October, the fans will get a pretty 
red-hot character in a book called GUNSLINGER 
SPAWN #1. For those not familiar with this guy, I 
keep saying that I think he can be my ‘breakout’ 
character from this new universe launch. The 
stories will tell tales both about the modern and the 
western Gunslinger character. Lastly, in December, 
will come a new super-hero team book called THE 
SCORCHED (since they’ve all been burnt at some

point in their lives). This group will begin with a 
bunch of characters already in existence, but my 
plan is to rotate the team roster so that readers will 
get to see a wide array of heroes and villains.

In an industry filled with re-boots and re-launches 
of titles and characters, why do you think that 
Spawn has stood the test of time?

That’s a good question! To tell you the truth, I’m 
just as surprised as everyone else at his longevity 
and success. Back in 1992 when Image Comics 
was first launched, I knew that the first few issues
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of my new SPAWN title would sell well as I was 
just coming off of my run on the Spider-Man title at 
Marvel. But there was no way for me to be able to 
predict that after nearly 30 years, my character would 
still resonate with readers… or that I would still be 
at the helm of the book. Only Erik Larsen and Savage 
Dragon has had a more focused creator run for so 
long, since 1992. But I do think that Spawn’s attitude 
and no-nonsense approach along with that big red 
cape have played a big part, too.

In the past few years, you have chosen to re-visit 
some classic characters from the series. One 
character in particular, Gunslinger Spawn has proven 
to be a huge fan favorite. Why do you think that is? 

First off, he just looks cool. Comics are a visual 
medium (unlike novels) so the look of a character 
can play a huge part in why some readers respond 
to any hero or villain. Obviously, Gunslinger with his 
tall hat and bullet straps and his long trench coat, all 
give off a pretty tough guy vibe. Then add in that he 
is capable of defending himself with an assortment 
of guns and weapons and you have the making of a 
classic “loner” type character that many fans seem
to be attracted to. And I think that his popularity is

only going to grow bigger as readers see more pages 
about him and his past. And just wait until they get 
to see what Brett Booth and Kevin Keane are doing 
with him artistically. He has the potential to be a huge 
breakout character. That’s why he will be getting his 
own monthly title soon (coming in October).

What are you most excited about with the upcoming 
Spawn’s Universe? 

To just begin! Look, it’s been nearly three decades 
since the introduction of SPAWN #1 when we 
launched Image Comics back in 1992, so this concept 
of growing it into something much, much bigger has 
been living inside me for quite a while. I just decided 
that it was time to actually put it in motion and stop 
thinking about it and just do it! So, whatever plans 
I may think I have sorted out… this is literally just 
the first few strides in a race that I see as a long 
marathon, meaning that however excited I am now 
at the start of all this, hopefully it will be nothing 
compared with what will come out of it in the next 
few years and the next few decades. The unknown 
can be a thrilling ride if you aren’t scared of it. 

Obviously, it is going to take dozens and dozens of 
wonderful creators to get me to the goal of being able 
to create a meaningful universe filled with characters 
that people care about, but like I said this is but the 
beginning and I know the biggest thrills will still be 
ahead of me. 

INTERVIEW WITH TODD McFARLANE

Spawn’s Universe cover by J. SCOTT CAMPBELL

Do you have a question for Todd about the upcoming Spawn’s Universe? If so, e-mail it to us at: 
spawningground@mcfarlane.com, and next month, we’ll pick a few for Todd to answer!
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“Electric storytelling. 

It’s haunted horror infused 

with punk energy.”

—Scott Snyder

“I love this. Punk, 
horror, beautiful stuff 
from Dan and Caspar.”
—Kieron Gillen

“Earnest, beautiful, and 
delightfully strange.”
—James Tynion IV

“It’s a pitch-perfect 
supernatural mystery 
and I’m in completely.”
—HorrorDNA
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